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The activities and projects in this guide have been developed to compliment the 
themes of The Bruce: Stories from Bruce County, The Saugeen Ojibway Territory & 
The Saugeen (Bruce) Peninsula documentary series. These ideas are meant to be 
an inspiration for teachers and students to become engaged with the material, 
exercise their creative instincts, and empower their critical thinking.  You will be 
able to adapt the activities and projects based on the grade level and readiness of 
your students. 
 
The Ontario Visual Heritage Project offers more resources on The Bruce website, 
thebrucemovie.ca. There is a link to clips from The Bruce posted on our YouTube 
Channel. The Bruce is one in a series of documentaries produced by the Ontario 
Visual Heritage Project about Ontario’s history.  Find out more at 
www.visualheritage.ca.  
 
 
 

 
In this guide, you will find a complete transcript of each episode of The Bruce. The 
transcripts are broken down into chapters for ease of navigation.  
 
Activities corresponding to an episode’s content are compiled after the transcript 
of that episode. You can use the table of contents to jump directly to the 
activities for each episode.   
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The content of both the guide and the documentary series reach into many 
subjects and grades.  Teachers are encouraged to screen beforehand to select 
age-appropriate segments. 
 
The activities presented after each episode were developed as ideas for student 
learning, meant to be developed for the subject and grade that you are teaching. 
We have endeavoured to integrate critical thinking and student inquiry into each 
lesson idea. All the lesson ideas are touchstones for students to delve deeper into 
the global issues presented in this documentary. You will find opportunities to 
reconfigure your lessons to satisfy the needs of your classroom community.  
 
Students can investigate more fully the information presented in the documentary, 
parse out the big ideas and issues, think about the implications for them 
personally and research how these types of issues are global in nature. 
 
Classrooms that are using iPads or other types of tablet hardware are encouraged 
to utilize the many apps available to enhance their students learning.  
Teachers are encouraged to use a checklist of student actions and rubric based on 
the curriculum expectations for the relevant individual courses. 
 
There are links listed at the end of this document where you can access teacher 
resources and further research.  
 
 
  

APPLICABLE COURSES 
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Elementary Subjects and Strands in the Curriculum 
 
Social Studies 

- Grade 3: Early Settlements in Upper Canada 
- Grade 4: Canada's Provinces, Territories and Regions 
- Grade 5: Early Civilizations, Aspects of Citizenship and Government in 

Canada 
- Grade 6: First Nation Peoples and European Explorers 

 
History 

- Grade 7: History of British North America  
- Grade 7: Conflict and Change 

 
Geography 

- Grade 8: Patterns in Human Geography 
- Grade 8: Economic Systems 
- Grade 8: Migration 

 
 

Secondary School Courses  
 
Native Studies 

- Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Grade 10, Open (NAC2O) 
 
English 

- All English Courses Grades 8 - 12 Applied, Workplace and Academic Courses 
 
Geography 

- Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Academic (CGC1D) 
- Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Applied (CGC1P) 
- The Americas: Geographic Patterns and Issues, Grade 11, University/College 

Preparation (CGD3M) 
- Physical Geography: Patterns, Processes, and Interactions, Grade 11, 

University/College Preparation (CGF3M) 
- Canadian and World Issues: A Geographic Analysis, Grade 12, University 

Preparation (CGW4U) 
- World Geography: Human Patterns and Interactions, Grade 12, University 

Preparation (CGU4U)  
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Politics 
- Civics and Citizenship, Grade 10, Open (CHV2O) 
- Canadian Politics and Citizenship, Grade 11, Open (CPC3O) 
- Canadian and World Politics, Grade 12, University Preparation (CPW4U) 

 
History 

- American History, Grade 11, University Preparation (CHA3U) 
- Canada: History, Identity, and Culture, Grade 12, University Preparation 

(CHI4U) 
- World History: The West and the World, Grade 12, University Preparation 

(CHY4U) 
- World History: The West and the World, Grade 12, College Preparation 

(CHY4C) 
- Adventures in World History, Grade 12, Workplace Preparation (CHM4E) 

 
Law 

- Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11, University/College Preparation 
(CLU3M) 

- Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation (CLU3E) 
- Canadian and International Law, Grade 12, University Preparation (CLN4U)  
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About Us 
The Living History Multimedia Association engages communities to help them tell 
their stories. Using an inclusive, participatory production model, the LHMA works 
with municipalities and non-profits to create high quality educational media for 
the classroom, the general public, and educational broadcasters. In operation 
since 2003, we have worked with more than 150 organizations and municipalities, 
to complete 27 hours of programming that have been freely distributed to 5,000 
schools and enjoyed by about 5,000 people at free screenings and over a million 
people through our broadcast partner TVO.  More than 1,300 volunteers have 
come together to help bring the stories of their communities to life, participating 
as actors, storytellers, advisory committee members, production assistants, and 
transcribers.  
 
We fill a hole in the education system, by providing dynamic and entertaining 
tools that teachers can use to teach the history of their communities in the 
classroom. Our work celebrates historians, First Nations knowledge keepers, 
community leaders, and volunteers - helping to give them a voice and inspiring 
others to take active roles in their own communities. And because our projects are 
large collaborative initiatives, we enhance existing partnerships, and help to foster 
the creation of new relationships between organizations and individuals who 
wouldn’t normally work together. Ultimately, our projects help to foster a sense of 
pride of place for each of the communities we work in.  
 
thebrucemovie.ca 
Check out our website for more information on the project, links to our YouTube 
channel, and upcoming TVO screening dates. You can also connect to our social 
media feeds - which feature hundreds of behind-the-scenes photos and videos.   
 
Visit Our Online Store 
To order other DVDs and Blu-rays from the Ontario Visual Heritage Project 
collection for educational use, please visit our educational distributor, McIntyre 
Media, www.mcintyre.ca. Proceeds from DVD sales help our non-profit initiative 
create compelling educational media in other parts of Ontario.   

ABOUT THE PROJECT 
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For thousands of years, people have been drawn by the beauty, abundance and 
mystery of Ontario’s rugged Bruce Peninsula. The Bruce is a three-part series 
exploring the history of this storied region. Part 1 focuses on the Saugeen Ojibway 
– their historic uses and management of this landscape, and their long but 
ultimately futile struggle to maintain control over their lands and fishery in the 
mid-1800s. Part 2 begins with the lively “Southampton Land Sale” in 1854. Rapid 
European colonization transforms the Bruce landscape and creates prosperous 
communities based on agriculture, lumbering, fishing and furniture. But the 
population drops by 50% as sons and daughters leave for greener pastures in the 
west; depression and ghost towns follow. In Part 3, Tourism and Nuclear Power 
snaps the region of out its malaise, while the community learns to appreciate its 
unique environment. The past is important to the future as the Ojibway regain 
their fishing rights, the Saugeen Métis struggle for recognition, and the people of 
Bruce imagine a brighter future.   
 
  

THE BRUCE SERIES SYNOPSIS 
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Since time immemorial the Saugeen Ojibway have been living in what we now call 
Bruce County. Episode 1 focuses on their historic uses and management of this 
landscape, and their long but ultimately futile struggle to maintain control over 
their lands and fishery in the mid-1800s. 
 
Topics covered in this episode: 
 

• Geology of the area 
• Deep history of first peoples in the archaeological record 
• Traditional Saugeen Ojibway life, culture, and fishing practices 
• History of Treaties between Saugeen Ojibway and the Crown 
• History of fishing rights  
• Early relationships between European Settlers, Government, and Saugeen 

Ojibway 
 
 

SYNOPSIS for Episode 1: The Fishing Chiefs 
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Notes for Reading Transcripts 
• Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor 
• V.O. – Voice Over 
 

SCENE 1: Prologue 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Since time immemorial, the Saugeen Ojibway have fished the waters of Lake Huron for food and 
trade. For 150 years, colonial governments did everything they could to get them to stop - and 
they nearly succeeded. But today, the Saugeen Ojibway are still here, thanks to generations of 
Chiefs and fishermen who refused to give up. This is their story.  
 

SCENE 2: Opening Titles 
 

SCENE 3: Episode 1 Introduction 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Bruce County is a rural area in southern Ontario that many simply call “the Bruce.” At 4,000 
square kilometers, The Bruce is home to a great diversity of natural features that have attracted 
people for thousands of years.  
 
Southern Bruce is a place of rolling farmland and hardwood forests, all tied together by the 
massive Saugeen River system that flows into Lake Huron.   
 
As you head north, the farmland disappears as the limestone cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment 
form a 90-km long peninsula separating Lake Huron from Georgian Bay.   
 
It’s known most commonly as the Bruce Peninsula, but today, many are once again calling it the 
Saugeen Peninsula, the name it was given long ago by this region’s indigenous people, the 
Saugeen Ojibway.  
 

TRANSCRIPT for Episode 1: The Fishing Chiefs 
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On the peninsula’s eastern side, the escarpment rises hundreds of feet out of the deep waters 
of Georgian Bay. From there, it lopes gently towards the west, disappearing slowly under the 
shallow waters of Lake Huron. 
 
In Bruce, you’re never far from the coast – all 850 kilometers of it. The Bruce coast draws 
hundreds of thousands of visitors every year. They come to swim on the beaches that dot its 
western coastline, to visit the flowerpot rock formations off its northern tip, or to hike the Bruce 
Trail along its jagged eastern shore.  
 
But the Bruce is far more than just a natural playground. There’s much to be learned here.  
 
This three-part series will investigate the ancient relationship the Saugeen Ojibway have with 
this territory, and the incredible lengths they go to, to hold on to that relationship – especially 
their right to fish.  
 
We’ll learn about the region’s rapid, and raucous, colonization period, and the area’s equally 
rapid depopulation, as sons and daughters leave for greener pastures in Western Canada.    
 
We’ll discover how tourism, and the surprising arrival of the world’s largest nuclear power 
station, change things forever here. And we’ll uncover the dramatic story of how the Bruce 
becomes one of the most important natural areas in Ontario.   
 
Get ready for the unexpected, as we explore stories from Bruce, and the people who call it 
home.  
  
 

SCENE 4: The Bruce’s Ancient Past 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
At first glance, the Bruce’s rocky coast 
appears static. But as the glaciers started to 
recede from Ontario about 13,000 years ago, 
this coast was constantly changing.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
For about 8,000 years, water levels fluctuated 
wildly. At times the water was so low land 
bridges with Michigan and the Manitoulin 
Island were exposed. At other times the water 
was so high that the Saugeen Peninsula was 
an archipelago of small islands.  
  

Traditionally, the Saugeen Ojibway were 
master boat builders. Examine the techniques 
used to build canoes, minimizing the possibility 
of punctures and maximizing maneuverability. 
What are the differences between traditional 
canoes and the ones we use today? How are the 
materials different, how are they the same? 
Create your own canoe design.  What does 
canoe decoration say about the people who 
built the canoe? Start a discussion on the 
meaning and importance of canoe decoration. 
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Humans have been around for all of this change. We know this because the Saugeen Ojibway 
have ancient stories describing great changes in water levels, and because of the regions long 
and continuous archeological record.  
 
DR. BILL FITZGERALD 
People have been here continuously for 12,000 years. Longer than the pyramids. Longer than the 
cave paintings in Europe. There is a very long and continuous history here. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Saugeen Ojibway work closely with archeologists like Dr. William Fitzgerald, to identify and 
protect their cultural resources. This site, dating from about 500 years ago, is believed to hold 
spiritual importance.    
 
EMMA MCLAREN 
Even though we’ve had a presence on this peninsula for, time immemorial, a lot of the evidence 
has sort of decomposed or gone back into the earth. So we don’t have these like gigantic 
castles or like the Stonehenge for instance to really prove to people these days that we used to 
live here. But we have smaller objects. This site, we’ve found a lot of um, pottery pieces, we’ve 
found a lot of fire cracked rock, which indicates a place of fire. When you come to a site like 
this, you look at the whole picture and it took, actually, a visit from one of the community elders 
to come here to identify that this site was a sweat lodge. And he could tell that because we still 
do a lot of the same ceremonies, the same way, as we did back then. Even just having a little bit 
of that history, I find incredibly sacred.  
 
DR. BILL FITZGERALD 
It’s important to not just know the past for the sake of it, that there are some interesting 
artefacts. But it’s the people that made the artefacts and their connection to people that still 
live in the area that can enlighten everybody, that people have been here continuously for 
12,000 years.  
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Powerful Stories that Define us 
Do you know your stories? Talk to family members or Elders, to find out about your 
family history. Students will use this information to compile a short documentary film 
on their family’s history. If students do not have access to video cameras, they can 
create a family scrapbook with transcribed interview text and family photos or 
drawings. Another option is to record the interviews and create a podcast. 
 
Possible interview questions 
Place questions:  

• Have we always lived in this town, province, country? What country did they 
originate from? What type of work was most of the family involved in (i.e. 
farming, milling, mining, etc.).  

• Where did you grow up? Describe your house/apartment. How well did you 
know the neighbours? Did you walk to school? 

Social questions: 
• What did you do in your spare time? Can you name one of the books/comics 

that you read? What was their favourite TV show? Radio show? Movie? Did 
you attend church? What were your hobbies? 

Fashion: 
• What was their favourite piece of clothing? What did you wear to school? 

What did you wear dressed up? What hair style did they have? 
Personal Viewpoint: 

• Did you vote? Why or why not? What were your hopes for the future? What 
was your career? What are the most important things for you in life? 

School: 
• Where did you go to grade school? Do you have a copy of an old report card? 

Did you ever get into trouble? What happened, if so? Did you save any of your 
old assignments? What did you think of school? Did you like high school? 
What was your favourite subject? Describe your school life. 
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SCENE 5: Sauking Neashiing 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
They may not have built castles or monuments, but the Saugeen Ojibway did create a 
sophisticated society based on the sustainable use of their 2-million acre territory. The Saugeen 
Ojibway are part of the Anishinabe group of nations that governed much of the Great Lakes 
region, with whom they had close cultural and military ties. Anishinabe nations were divided 
into clans, each with different responsibilities, whose leaders made up a governing council.  
 
VERNON ROOTE 
Our governing system, was inclusive with all people. For example, the youth, the women, the 
elders, would all give direction to the Chiefs. And then when regional or global meetings took 
place, everyone went to those meetings with some form of direction, and some form of decision 
making powers they had from their community.  
 
JOHN BORROWS 
Part of Anishinabe governance was our seven 
grandmother and grandfather teachings. These are such 
things like love, kindness, respect, wisdom, courage, 
humility and truth. They’re really powerful teachings, 
because they’re found from the land. For instance, our 
word for “love” is “zagih.” And that is also a similar word 
for the mouth of a river — “Saugeen” is river-mouth. 
That’s where there’s the gathering of the ducks and the 
birds and the fish, we think love should be that kind of 
flow of energy which gathers together a rich abundance, 
and allows for the sustaining and the supporting of life.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Families would follow the seven grandmother and 
grandfather teachings, as they moved around their 
territory as part of an integrated, diversified, land and 
water use economic system.  
  

Consider the seven teachings of the 
grandfathers and grandmothers, “love, 
kindness, respect, wisdom, courage, 
humility and truth.” Can you see these 
attributes reflected in our society 
today? Is respect demonstrated in 
social media? Would racism be a 
problem if these seven teachings were 
adhered to? With a partner, think of a 
social media campaign that you could 
start that would promote the seven 
teachings. You could use social media 
such as Twitter, Snapchat or 
Instagram to spread your message. 
Create a 30 second video or audio clip 
with your message. 
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JOHN BORROWS 
Anishinabe people tried to diversify their portfolio, which means that you can’t put all your eggs 
in one basket. There was a season when we would go fishing, there was a season when we 
would gather eggs, another season when we would go hunting, another season when we would 
access the plants around the territory, and another season when we would engage in maple 
sugaring, etcetera. So the idea is that you would rotate through the territory, so that you would 
have a variety of things to eat, but you would also ensure that you had the lighter footprint on 
the ground, so that you use it sustainably. 
 

 

 
 
SCENE 6: Traditional Ojibway Fishery 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Considering the long coastline in Saugeen Ojibway territory, it’s not surprising that the 
Ojibway’s portfolio included many important fishing sites, and that fishing became a critical part 
of local culture. Archaeological evidence of fishing can be found throughout the region.  
 
BILL FITZGERALD 
We have direct evidence of net fishing which is going back three, four or five thousand years. 
You're getting net sinkers, little limestone pebbles that would be notched around the middle. So 
clearly modified as weights for nets. And we're getting antler harpoon fragments and also barbs 
from harpoons. And we even get hooks. Sometimes we get the bone hooks or copper hooks. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The most important fishing area in Saugeen territory was the Fishing Islands on the western side 
of the peninsula. The shallow waters around these islands were one of the best whitefish 
spawning grounds on the Great Lakes.  
  

What kind of 
"footprint" are you 

making?

Take a photo inventory of the 
unsustainable products that 

you throw away: plastic, 
clothing #clotheswaste 

http://bit.ly/2OiEHIv, single 
use items #pointlessplastic

Post the      
images on  

twitter/instagram 
with warning 

message
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VERNON ROOTE 
The Fishing Islands had so much fish and we hear stories where people would walk on the backs 
of the fish, that's how thick they were.   
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
To catch whitefish at the Fishing Islands, the Ojibway often used a near-shore net fishing 
technique known as seining. It’s a technology that’s been used on the Upper Great Lakes for 
more than 2000 years.  
 
WENDELL NADJIWON 
A Seine is a large net. It is formed of two wings that come in together like that and then a big 
pocket in the back. You pull the net toward you until you pulled it right up on shore, you pull the 
bottom up, and now you have all the fish available to you. Then if there was fish species within 
that net that you wanted you would keep those ones if there was ones that you didn't want you 
would just be able to put them right back.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Fish weren’t only a form of sustenance; they were also a key trade item.  
 
VERNON ROOTE 
For those communities who were inland, how would they get a fish diet? Then that's where our 
people came into play.  
 
LENORE KEESHIG-TOBIAS 
Our people traded the fish for corn and tobacco, from other First Nations. Then when the 
newcomers came along they traded fish with the British. So that was kind of like our economy. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Anishinabe people had a variety of techniques 
for maintaining healthy fish stocks. There were 
“Fishing Chiefs” responsible for the fishery.   
 
JOHN BORROWS 
Resource management for the Anishinabe was 
based on the relationships that we had with the 
territory around us. We would regard our 
relatives as being the deer and the fish and the birds and the other beings that are around us. 
So, resource management was actually relational management. For instance, there were Fishing 
Chiefs responsible for that fisheries relationship or management in a particular region.  
 
 
 

Fishing Chiefs had a very important role 
in maintaining the health of fish 
communities. Investigate some of the 
methods used to sustain the fisheries. 
Create a drawing or painting of the 
Fishing Chiefs at work. How have their 
methods influenced stream and 
waterway conservation today? 
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VERNON ROOTE 
The survival of life for our people depended on how conservation was really managed in the 
area. If you fish a creek out of fish, you're not going to have any more fish in the following year 
and the year after that. So it's common sense that you leave some for the following year to 
sustain yourself.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
If fish were caught that were ready to spawn, the Saugeen employed a practice known as 
“milking.”  
 
LENORE KEESHIG-TOBIAS 
What they would do is they would take the sperm or the milk from the male fish and squeeze 
that into a container. Then when they got the female fish, then they would take the roe or the 
eggs out of the fish, put that into the same container, […] and then they would take it back out 
into the water and pour it in those spawning areas, to make sure that there would be fish for 
future generations. 
 
 

SCENE 7: New Allies 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
When French explorers start coming to this region in the early 1600s, they find a flourishing 
society living alongside an environment bursting with abundance.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
To ensure continued control over their territory as the influence of the French and the British 
grows around the Great Lakes, the Ojibway form strategic alliances. The most important 
agreement is made with the British in 1764. Known as the Silver Covenant Chain, the agreement 
is represented by an accompanying Wampum Belt. 
 
JOHN BORROWS 
The Anishinabe have long had those kinds of 
relations with other Indigenous peoples in what’s 
now Ontario. And we invited the crown, into that 
treaty tradition. So in 1764, we met at Niagara, and 
there were 2,000 people there representing 22 
different nations around the Great Lakes, entering 
into an agreement of peace and friendship and 
respect with the Crown. And they agreed that we 
would have the right to be able to continue to trade 
as we’ve always done. We’d have the right to have 
our lands protected, and not taken from us, without 

Wampum Belts signified important 
agreements or treaties between First 
Nations peoples and the colonists. 
Outline the details of the 1764 Silver 
Covenant Chain agreement. This 
agreement established the 
relationship between First Nations 
peoples and the Crown, it recognized 
First Nations rights to lands and title. 
In small groups, list 2 inquiry questions 
that should be addressed based on 
this agreement. Exchange questions 
with other groups to answer. 
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our agreement. There was promises to respect our protocols, and the way that we would 
continue to operate in our management and governance regimes. Now, for over 250 years, that 
agreement has formed the bedrock for how we would relate to the Crown, following those 
promises. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway uphold the Silver Covenant Chain when they fight with the British against the 
Americans in the War of 1812, helping win the war. The war results in an influx of Anishinabe 
warriors and refugees from the American side of the border, coming to live on Saugeen Ojibway 
territory. They come here because this is a place where indigenous people can still maintain 
their sovereignty and way of life, thanks to the Silver Covenant Chain Agreement with the 
British.    
 
 

SCENE 8: Fur Traders/Métis 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
After the War of 1812, the Saugeen Ojibway continue to govern 
their territory as they always had. When traders want to set up 
shop in the region, it’s the Ojibway they seek permission from. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The first known trader is a Frenchman, Pierre Piché, who moves 
to the south shore of the Saugeen River around 1818. He comes 
with his wife, an Anishinabe woman from Michilimackinac, 
Monique Desaulniers.   
 
JOHN BORROWS 
When the first French traders came amongst the Anishinabe, there was an expectation that 
these people would abide by our ways of relating to the land, and so there was an attempt to 
try to take them into our kinship networks. There’s even wampum agreements that the Métis 
people entered into with the Anishinabe to try to smooth out relations between us. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Not long after he arrives, Piché receives twelve wampum strings from the Ojibway. Evidence of 
an agreement between them.   
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
It’s an open stringed wampum, so the strings are loose rather than being woven in a belt, and 
that particular type of wampum is significant of one that’s given between two Indigenous 
groups. 
 

The relationship between the 
French traders and the Saugeen 
Ojibway was mutually 
beneficial, and is reflected in 
the open stringed wampum 
given to Piché. Re-enact an 
early meeting between Piché 
and members of the Saugeen 
Ojibway. Keep in mind their 
attitudes, body language and 
motives. 
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In the early 1900s, the original wampum strings were donated to what’s now the Royal Ontario 
Museum, and subsequently lost. But to this region’s Métis Community, the meaning of these 
wampum strings is still very much alive. 
 
PATSY MCARTHUR 
The significance is the message that it gives. It was that of tolerance, of living together 
peacefully, of shring and of being one heart with all indigenous people in the Saugeen territory. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In the 1820s, more Métis fur traders follow Piché into Saugeen territory. Many worked for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in what’s now Manitoba and Northern Ontario. They are moved into the 
Lake Huron District to make sure that the so called “petty-traders,” who didn’t work for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, are out-competed.  
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
They would have traveled throughout the lake in sailing 
vessels collecting, harvesting, and trading furs. It’s 
actually kind of unique because, I think when people 
think of the fur trade, they think of canoes and rivers 
and voyageurs and that kind of thing, but the Métis 
people in Saugeen were mariners, so they sailed ships. 
After the fur trade declined, they switched over to 
fishing and other sorts of mariner-type activities. And 
some, of course, took up trades like coopering, or 
shipbuilding, or lighthouse keeping, but all very 
associated with the lake.  
 
JOHN BORROWS 
The French became, in some ways, our brothers and our sisters. We could continue with our way 
of life, and there was room for them to live, as long as they recognized our laws.  
 
  

SCENE 9: The Ojibway Fishing Leases 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The 1830s bring a new challenge to the Saugeen Ojibway – how to protect their fishing grounds. 
Increasing numbers of European settlers in the United States and Upper Canada, create a 
thriving market for fish, not far from Saugeen territory. Word of the seemingly endless 
abundance of the Saugeen fishery reaches Upper Canadian businessmen. Industrial scale fishing 
companies set their sights – and their nets - on the Fishing Islands.  
 

Write a short story about the 
adventures of the Métis sailors. 
Research their songs, foods, family 
ties, and fishing methods. Every good 
story has a challenge that the 
characters must overcome, such as a 
fierce storm on Lake Huron, a race to a 
prime fishing spot, or a personality 
conflict. 
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Saugeen Ojibway are aware of the threat to their fishery, and the Fishing Chiefs, Jacob 
Metigwab and Alexander Madwayosh, offer a limited number of licenses to white fishermen.  
They hope that by doing so, they can prevent over-exploitation.   
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The first fisherman to get a license from the Ojibway to fish at the Fishing Islands is a fur 
trader, Alexander McGreggor. McGreggor’s license gives him the right to fish from what would 
become known as “Main Station Island.”  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
McGreggor then signs a contract with a Detroit company to deliver 600,000 pounds of salted 
fish – 3,000 barrels – and goes to work fulfilling the contract.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
McGreggor uses similar near-shore fishing techniques to the Ojibway – but on a much larger 
scale. Upwards of 500 barrels are harvested in a single haul. Men work frantically to preserve 
the fish with salt, and put them in barrels for transport on McGreggor’s schooner.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
McGreggor quickly oversteps his agreement with the Ojibway. In 1835, they petition the 
government for his removal. He is harvesting too many fish. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway Chiefs then negotiate a lease agreement with a new company – the Huron Fishing 
Company. They agree to pay 25 pounds per year to the Ojibway for the right to fish in Ojibway 
territory.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
But the Ojibway are soon shocked by the scale of the commercial fishing operations of the 
Huron Fishing Company.  After only one fall of fishing, Chief Metigwob writes to the colonial 
government:  
 
METIGWAB (V.O.) 
The company has taken vast quantities of fish this last fall – more than what the steam boat 
could convey in two trips. They go farther than we intended, so as to injure us in our fishing. Our 
living in great part depends on our fishing.  
 
JOHN BORROWS 
Anishinabe people would have seen that industrial fishing as breaking the law, being 
inconsistent with the management regimes that were present here on the territory from time of 
memory. And it was also not respectful of the relations of the fish. Some Anishinabe people 
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have fish as their clans, and as their clans, that’s their brothers and sisters. So, to take their 
brothers and sisters out of the waters in great numbers was disrespectful.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
To add insult to injury, the 
boatloads of fish that leave the 
Fishing Islands in the fall of 
1834, never become food. The 
fish make it to Detroit for sale, 
but upon inspection – they are 
found to be rotten, and dumped 
in the lake.  
 
 

SCENE 10: The Treaty of 1836 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
As the Ojibway are trying to figure out how to manage their fishing grounds under increasing 
pressure from commercial fishing companies, the colonial government throws them a curve-ball.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In 1836, at a treaty gathering on Manitoulin Island to renew the Silver Covenant Chain alliance, 
the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Sir Francis Bond Head, makes an unexpected proposal.  
 
BOND HEAD (V.O.) 
My children - Seventy snow seasons have now passed away since we met in council at the 
Crooked Place, at which time and place our Great Father, the King, and the Indians of North 
America tied their hands together by the Wampum of Friendship… 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Bond Head proposes to turn Manitoulin Island into a big reserve, where all the First Nations in 
Upper Canada can live together. Once there, they would be able to practice their traditional 
ways separate from the “whites.” Bond Head also has a surprise treaty for the Saugeen Ojibway 
to sign – Treaty 45½. He hopes the Saugeen will give up their 2-million-acre territory to live on 
Manitoulin, thus making that land available for European settlement. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Many of the Saugeen Chiefs are not at this treaty gathering. But the ones who are – such as 
Chiefs Metigwob and Madwayosh - are mortified by Bond Head’s proposal. They refuse to sign 
the treaty.  

Activity related to human degradation of species is still happening 
today.  Many species have been brought to the edge of extinction, 
including the buffalo, whales, large mammals and fish stocks 
worldwide. What must be done to ensure that everyone works 
together to maintain both fish and wildlife species? Build a 
strategy that the United Nations could enact to stem the ongoing 
loss of wildlife. 
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BOND HEAD 
Alright! Let me see if there’s something I can do.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Bond Head is under tremendous pressure to make more land available for European settlement, 
so he modifies his treaty proposal.   
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Bond Head promises to forever protect the Saugeen Peninsula from white encroachment, if the 
Saugeen will allow settlement on their lands south of Owen Sound – 1.5 million acres of land 
good for farming.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
According to Chief Metigwob, Bond Head also promises to protect their fishing grounds: 
 
METIGWAB (V.O.) 
Bond Head agreed that the Saugeen Indians owned all of the islands in the vicinity of the 
peninsula he was about to reserve for us, and that he would remove all the white people who 
were in the habit of fishing on our grounds. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Saugeen Chiefs reluctantly sign the modified treaty. They believe they are securing their 
future, ensuring the peninsula, and fishery, forever stay in Saugeen hands.  

APOLOGIES 
 
The Canadian Government has begun to recognize its mistakes of the past, including 
an apology for residential schools and the implementation of the National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-
indigenous-relations-northern-affairs.html . 
Visit the government’s website to see the direction they are trying to go: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-indigenous-relations-northern-affairs.html 
 
In small groups choose a particular strategy or approach to investigate. Answer the 
5W’s and How to assess this strategy. Is it/will it be effective? What would your group 
recommend? Report your findings to the class.  
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TREATIES IN CANADA 
 
The Canadian Constitution decreed that First Nations should not be disturbed in 
their use and enjoyment of the land. It also declared that only the Crown could 
acquire land from First Nations, and only through treaty-making. The Canadian 
Constitution set the framework for negotiation based on co-operation rather than 
conquest. 
 
Treaty making soon became the main mechanism for defining the relationship 
between First Nations and other Canadians. However, the last of the historical 
treaties was signed in 1923. At that time, the federal government made it a criminal 
offence for a First Nation to hire a lawyer to pursue land claims settlements. 
Consequently, treaties were never concluded with First Nations in some parts of 
Canada, including most of B.C.  By settling land claims through modern-day treaties, 
governments and First Nations reach agreement on:  

what rights to lands and resources the First Nation will have and what its 
responsibilities will be; 
what rights and duties other Canadians will have on the land the First Nation 
will own;  
how First Nation treaty lands and resources will be managed; 
and what self-government powers the First Nation will have and how this will 
be harmonized with the powers of other governments.  

(www.aadnc.aandc.gc.ca)  
 

There are currently 50 land claims under negotiation in Ontario. They are listed here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/current-land-claims#section-33  
 

1. Choose one treaty negotiation that is ongoing in Ontario today. What are the 
considerations on both sides? What is the most important issue that is being 
negotiated? Do you think there will be a satisfactory outcome? What should 
that look like? 

2. Plan a campaign promoting that focuses on one topic being negotiated and 
the points from each side to promote dialogue. Plan for social media 
messages, radio and TV commercial spots. Produce one media spot. 
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SCENE 11: William Cayley 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Bond Head’s concept of “forever” turns out to be pretty short. Soon after the treaty is signed, 
the Ojibway appeal to Bond Head to remove the over-exploiting Huron Fishing Company from 
their territory. He refuses to do so.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway get a break, when the Huron Fishing Company starts to flounder.  
The company’s plans to raise capital for a big expansion fail, and the company ceases operations 
in 1840.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
With the Huron Fishing Company gone, the Ojibway can manage the fishery on their own terms, 
just like Bond Head promised in his treaty.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
William Cayley has other ideas. The prominent businessman & lawyer, purchases the assets of 
the Huron Fishing Company, and starts fishing – without the permission of the Ojibway.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Both the government and the Ojibway refuse to acknowledge Cayley’s right to fish. But the 
government also refuses to do anything to remove him. So in the fall of 1843, the Ojibway take 
matters into their own hands. Cayley is removed from the Fishing Islands.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway make an agreement with some European fishermen they trust, and help them get 
set up on the islands. But Cayley’s men soon return, and force the Ojibway-sanctioned fishermen 
to leave. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway are outraged. Chief Metigwob travels to Kingston with a petition demanding the 
government take measures to recognize their rights to the Fishing Islands. He meets with the 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Samuel Peters Jarvis. Jarvis reviews the matter and agrees that 
Chief Metigwob’s claims are just.  
 
SAMUEL PETERS JARVIS 
Would you be willing to talk to Cayley directly about this? 
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
But instead of kicking Cayley off the islands, Jarvis convinces Cayley and the Ojibway Chiefs to 
meet and try to come to an agreement. The Ojibway reluctantly agree to give Cayley a license, 
believing that his wealth and influence will discourage others from over-exploiting the fishery. 
 
SAMUEL PETERS JARVIS 
Thank you. 
 
 

SCENE 12: A Declaration from Queen Victoria 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Despite the agreement with Cayley, the Ojibway Chiefs are nervous. More and more European 
fishermen are trying to fish in their territory. European agricultural settlement is inching ever 
closer to the peninsula. They no longer trust Bond Head’s promise that the peninsula will be 
protected as theirs forever. The Ojibway decide to go over the head of the colonial government, 
and petition Queen Victoria directly, to uphold the Covenant Chain of Friendship between the 
two nations.   
 
VERNON ROOTE 
It’s very simple. Because the ears in Upper Canada were deaf, they had to go to the Queen in 
England, to hear their voice at that level. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The colonial government in Upper Canada is furious. The Indian Department agent assigned to 
the Saugeen - Thomas Gummersall Anderson - tells the Ojibway: 
 
TG ANDERSON (V.O.) 
“You must stop gathering in general council, and all letters must go through me”! 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
But in 1847, Queen Victoria signs a declaration in favour of the Ojibway. 
 
QUEEN VICTORIA (V.O.) 
It is our royal will and pleasure that the said Ojibway Indians and their Posterity for ever shall 
possess and enjoy and at all times hereafter continue to possess and enjoy the tract of land 
described above. 
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The tract of land described in the declaration includes all of the islands within seven miles of 
the peninsula – clearly indicating the Ojibway are the owners of the Fishing Islands.  For the 
Ojibway, the declaration is a major victory.  
 
JOHN BORROWS 
The local government would have not been happy to be cut out of this, because their ability to 
acquire Anishinabe land and resources would be attenuated, which was the Crown’s purpose, 
but the people on the ground weren’t always happy with the Crown proceeding in that way.  
 
 

SCENE 13: Ojibway start commercial fishing 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Buoyed by the Queens’ declaration, the Ojibway try to re-establish control of their fishing 
grounds. With Cayley going bankrupt in 1848, the Ojibway decide to set up their own 
permanent commercial fishing operation on the islands.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In 1850, Chief Metigwob writes to the government: 
 
METIGWAB (V.O.) 
At a council held by the Chiefs and warriors of Saugeen, it was unanimously agreed that for the 
benefit of the tribe it is necessary that we re-obtain possession of our Fishing Islands as the 
proceeds of the Fisheries would be far in advance of the amount paid for them when rented by 
our white friends. We are now in possession of the means for carrying on the business with 
success: we have young men in our tribe who have learned the skill of coopering and we can 
thus be supplied with Barrels without any additional expense.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibway fishing company enjoys some success. But by the early 1850s, it is becoming clear 
that even a declaration signed by Queen Victoria can’t protect the Saugeen Ojibway from 
European encroachment on Saugeen lands and waters. The government decides to grant fishing 
licenses on behalf of the Ojibway - without their knowledge or consent. Although this is in 
contravention of Treaty 45 ½ and the Queen’s Declaration, the Indian Department tells the 
chiefs, “It is for your own good.”  
 
 
  



	 29 

SCENE 14: Treaty of 1854 and Aftermath 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The colonial government also believes it’s in the best interest of the Saugeen for them to sell 
their peninsula to make way for European settlers. The first person to try to get a new treaty 
signed with the Saugeen is Thomas Gummersall Anderson, a veteran Indian-department 
employee, once stationed on Manitoulin Island.  
 
THOMAS ANDERSON (V.O.) 
I took occasion to represent to them the evil and folly of keeping so much wild land which only 
served as a harbour for mosquitoes and snakes without yielding to the owners one penny of 
profit! They did not advance one good argument why the Reserve should not be sold beyond, 
'we don't want to sell our land, we want to keep it for our children.’ 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Anderson’s boss, the newly appointed Superintendent General of Indian affairs, Lawrence 
Oliphant, is not impressed by Anderson’s inability to get the Saugeen to sign a treaty. So, in 
October of 1854, Oliphant travels to the Saugeen Peninsula to take matters into his own hands. 
Oliphant is the 25-year-old son of a high-ranking British official. He is essentially a travel writer, 
with limited knowledge of the official treaty process.    
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
When he arrives at the Saugeen river, he finds the Chiefs away at their fishing grounds.  He 
calls for representatives from throughout the Saugeen Peninsula to join him in council. Chief 
Alexander Madwayosh is among the first to arrive. Madwayosh had signed Bond Head’s Treaty 
18 years before. He is not about to sign another.  
 
LAWRENCE OLIPHANT 
Esteemed Chiefs, the time has come to negotiate a new treaty.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Oliphant tells the Chiefs, the Crown can no longer protect their lands from squatters. He 
promises they will be made rich by the sale of their lands – able to build schools and buy farm 
equipment for their communities.  
 
CHIEF MADWAYOSH 
My brothers, my sisters, I signed the Bond Head treaty 18 years ago. After so many broken 
promises, I am loath to sign another. But I fear we are losing options for our people.    
  
  



	 30 

NARRATOR (V.O.) 
After six hours of deliberations, Treaty 72 is signed.  Chief Madwayosh is the biggest detractor, 
but even he signs eventually. The Ojibway retain five small reserves, totaling about 45,000 
acres. The other 450,000 acres are to be sold for their benefit.  
 
VERNON ROOTE 
Saugeen Peninsula was surrendered for sale of those lots but it did not sell aboriginal rights to 
sustain ourselves.  
 
RANDALL KAGHEE 
Typically history tries to take a very impoverished view of the treaties. That they were only 
meant to be land surrenders. But that's not the case at all. We look at it in a completely 
different context, that these treaties were fundamentally about sharing and protecting what 
mattered most to us. And first and foremost was maintaining that relationship to that territory 
and making sure that we would be able to continue to have that relationship.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
One thing is clear from the last line of Treaty 72: “it is understood that no islands are included in 
this surrender.” Despite significant pressure from the Colonial government, the Ojibway Chiefs 
have once again ensured that the fishery – their primary source of sustenance and income – is 
still theirs. In fact, it is now protected by two treaties and one royal declaration signed by 
Queen Victoria.  
 
 

SCENE 15: The Fisheries Act 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
That is not enough for the colonial government. In 1856, in an attempt to control commercial 
fishing on the Great Lakes, the government creates the Fisheries Act. The act tries to regulate 
commercial fishing by creating a system of leases to be bid on by fishermen. William Gibbard is 
appointed fisheries overseer. His job is to solicit bids from fishermen wanting to fish in the 
region.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
When the Ojibway realize they are about to be cut off from their own Islands, they try to bid for 
the right to fish from their own property.  
 
WILLIAM GIBBARD 
Ah, Chief, what brings you in here? 
 
CHIEF MADWAYOSH 
The council has prepared a bit for a fishing lease. 
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WILLIAM GIBBARD 
Thank you Chief. We’ll look over this and get back to you soon.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Their offer is rejected. Six leases are granted for the Fishing Islands – none to the Ojibway.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The government’s attempt to manage the Saugeen fishery is a disaster. In 1861, five years after 
the government took control, Gibbard admits that over 90% of the fish are gone.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Ojibways’ fears of the impacts of over-fishing are soon realized: on several occasions they 
are forced to ask the government for emergency provisions to prevent starvation.  
 
 

SCENE 16: Flood Wood Crossing 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Meanwhile, back on land, more trouble is brewing. Shortly after Treaty 72 is signed, the 
government sends surveyors to divide up the Saugeen Peninsula for sale.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
But the surveyors make a mistake - they start surveying inside the remaining Saugeen Reserve. 
If this piece of land were sold, it would cut the Saugeen Village off from Lake Huron. The 
Ojibway are furious. They kick the surveyors off their reserve. A delegation of Chiefs then 
travels some 900 km to Quebec to meet with the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, Lord 
Bury.  
 
SERVANT 
My Lord, a delegation of Chiefs has arrived from the Saugeen Peninsula.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
He refuses to meet with them.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Lord Bury’s snub greatly angers the Ojibway. The European settlers in Owen Sound fear violence 
could break out at any moment.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
When Lord Bury hears of the potential for hostilities, he realizes his mistake and leaves 
immediately to meet with the Saugeen Ojibway. At first, the Chiefs refuse to meet with him in 
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protest. But eventually, a Grand Council is called at “Flood Wood Crossing” near present-day 
Allenford. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
An account of this gathering is recorded years later by a government official: 
 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL (V.O.) 
A pow-wow was held in full Indian style, commencing with a feast. After this, Captain TG 
Anderson began dancing in a circle around the council fire. The conference began, and a pipe of 
peace was smoked by everyone.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Lord Bury agrees the disputed land belongs to the Ojibway. The surveyors are allowed to 
continue their work elsewhere, and peace returns to the region. 
  
 

SCENE 17: Neyaashiinigmiing 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
But it soon becomes apparent that Treaty 72 isn’t enough to satisfy the desire for land by 
European settlers. The government presses the Ojibway to give up their rich agricultural land 
near Owen Sound and move to Cape Croker, known today as Neyaashiinigmiing.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
From their new community, the Chief’s again petition Queen Victoria. 
 
METIGWAB (V.O.) 
If we could only have the sole management of our lands, our fisheries, our hunting, our timbers, 
our monies, we would be satisfied. We do not see why we cannot be able to do so, while we 
have persons of our own blood who can do all this, in any respect, exactly the same as a white 
man.  
 
 

SCENE 18: Epilogue 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Colonization would continue to change the world around them, but over the next 150 years, the 
Saugeen Ojibway never give up fighting to have their fishing rights recognized.  
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JOHN BORROWS 
What you find is men and women, within the community being very resolute, resilient, activist, 
and insisting that they have that right to continue to abide by the treaty, and so people go out 
and fish, and they get charged. 
 
HOWARD JONES 
It was so sad for so many years here to see some of our older people and our older fishermen 
have to be made to stand in a courtroom just because the judge wanted to discipline people. It 
was totally and absolutely appalling. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In 1991, when Chief Howard Jones and Fisherman Francis Nadjiwon are charged with fishing 
over the tiny quota imposed on them by the provincial government, the Saugeen Ojibway decide 
to fight the charges in court.  
 
GREG NADJIWON 
I was always worried […] what are we getting into? Have we bitten off a little bit too much? 
Then I’d be reinvigorated reading the history and sitting with the others and sharing the 
information.  
  
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
After an exhaustive review of the history – including the treaties and proclamations - Judge  
Fairgrieve found Jones and Nadjiwon not guilty. The quotas imposed on the Ojibway were 
unlawful. They had never given up the rights to their fishery.  
 
GREG NADJIWON 
I think that when I left that courtroom, that is the closest I ever came to floating. Grown men 
hugging each other, hugging our lawyer, community members. It was a big win and we knew it. 
 
HOWARD JONES 
It was revolutionary. I can remember walking onto the dock and 
seeing how amazing this is to see my people again, that have a 
purpose because they now have something that is theirs, their 
own. They could go out and make a living from doing something 
that they loved. It was very, very uplifting to me. 
 
FRANCIS LEVALLEY 
A lot of things that have been done to us is wrong and I see this 
as just a fragment right. 
 
  

 How does the Ontario 
Government partner with 
Indigenous communities 
and the private sector to 
share the benefits of 
natural resources? 
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FRANCIS LEVALLEY 
My dad was a fisherman, his dad was a fisherman, and ever since I could lift an oar and help the 
old man out that's what I was doing, was helping him. It's just in my blood I guess.  
 
FRANCIS LEVALLEY 
I think my forefathers had very good foresight to see that it was something we need to keep. 
And they fought hard, so I think they were very smart people.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Today the Saugeen Ojibway are once again the owners of the commercial fishery around the 
Saugeen Peninsula. The Ojibway co-manage the fishery with the Ontario Government - using 
traditional knowledge and western science to sustain themselves, and their relatives the fish, 
for future generations.  
 
CREDITS ROLL 
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History of place 

1. What do you think Canada will look like in 12 000 years? What archeological remains will 
there be of your house? If archeologists were digging what would they find?  

a. Write up a report, from the perspective of the archeologists, as they try to use 
five items from your house to determine what your life was like. 

b. Write a short story, screenplay, or movie treatment, imaging your life in a future 12 
000 years from now. Make sure that you include some interesting action or 
conflict between characters. 

2. Make a timeline of the major geological events that have taken place in the Bruce County 
area. 

3. Create a photo essay about the geography of Bruce county. Take photos from around 
your neighbourhood. Note the unique features in each photo. Research if you need to in 
order to label the plants, wildlife and waterways properly. 

 
Sustainability 

1. Sustainability, conservation, environmentalism – these are common concepts today, but 
weren’t always so. How long have they been a part of Canada’s culture for? 

a. Research the history of environmentalism in Canada. What world events prompted 
this movement? 

b. What can we learn from the conservation practices of First Nations? Is there 
anything that you could put into practice right now in your community? 

2. The idea of the environment as ‘pristine and untouched’ is a colonial concept. First 
Nations had many practices that managed the landscape for abundance. Research other 
methods of land management that First Nations across Canada employed to keep their 
resources secure - such as controlled fires, river monitoring, planting legumes, and 
traditional harvesting and hunting laws. 

  
Culture 

1. Imagine that an exchange student has come to live with you. How would you describe 
your culture to them? How would you introduce the exchange student to your friends? 
What would be some misunderstandings that could come up due to cultural differences? 

2. ePals is an international collaborative website where teachers connect their class with 
classes from other countries, then work on projects together. Teachers can choose from 
prepared projects with step by step teacher guides or create their own and include 

ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 1 
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rubrics, discussions, and project requirements. Projects are from a wide variety of 
subjects including social studies, science, history, language and art, with projects such as 
creating a digital family scrapbook or designing robots. The website is secure and all 
classes are vetted carefully for you. This website is free.  

3. Cultural appropriation is a topic for hot debate today. Is it ok for authors to write from a 
cultural perspective that is not their own? Read this article from the Walrus 
https://thewalrus.ca/on-cultural-appropriation-canadians-are-hypocrites/ which outlines 
the issues and points out the lack of Indigenous voices in our Canadian media.  May a 
person dress up as a person from a different culture for Hallowe’en or party; is it 
disrespectful to use a symbol from another culture to promote your brand? There has 
been much controversy over wearing traditional native headdresses. Watch this video 
https://youtu.be/4YFVBRQNJZs by JJ Neepin, a filmmaker from Winnipeg. What do you 
see as the main point of contention? What can be done about it? What do you think 
about the various sports teams with First Nations symbols and icons as their team 
brand? Create a 30 second radio (podcast) or TV spot (film) which educates the public 
about cultural appropriation. 
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The majority of settlers on Upper Canada’s Western Frontier were born in the United 
States.  While most residents try to avoid the conflict, some will choose to aid the Americans 
and die for their disloyalty at the hands of the British. 
 
Topics covered in this episode:  
 
• European Settlement 

o Land sale 
o Early population boom 
o Early businessmen 

§ Lumbering 
§ Mills 
§ Hotels 
§ Furniture Manufacturing 

o Challenges of early settlements 
§ Supplies 
§ Drought 
§ Poverty 
§ Starvation 

o Hopes and dreams of early European settlers 
o Shipwrecks 
o Importance of coastal towns – shipping lanes – meteorological information 

• Saugeen Ojibway Adaptation 
• Métis Community 
• Cooperation between First Nations and Settlers 
• Métis express their history and culture 
• Environmental Changes 

o Overfishing 
o Overhunting 
o Draining of swamps 
o Desertification 
o Fires 

• Movement west and depopulation 
 

ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE  1 

SYNOPSIS for Episode 2: The Last Frontier 
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SCENE 1: Prologue 
 

NARRATOR 
It’s August of 1854. Thousands of would-be settlers have descended upon the tiny village of 
Southampton. They’ve come for a piece of land to call their own. Most have been through hell to 
get here. For many others, their hell is just beginning.  This is Southern Ontario’s “Last Frontier.” 
 

SCENE 2: Opening Titles 
 

SCENE 3: Saugeen Fever 
 
NARRATOR 
Today many rural areas in Ontario are facing de-population.  
 
NARRATOR 
But in the mid-1800s, farm land is wealth, and Upper Canada (what’s now Ontario) is bursting at 
the seams. The potato famine in Ireland and the highland clearances in Scotland, create massive 
numbers of economic refugees that set their sights on Canada. Add to this the established 
colonists, who need more space for their expanding families, and the demand for land is huge.  
But good farmland is becoming scarce.  
 
NARRATOR 
In the 1830s, some of the most promising uncultivated land in Upper Canada is the 2-million-
acre ancestral homeland of the Saugeen Ojibway. Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Francis Bond Head, 
knows this.  He tries to convince all the First Nations in Upper Canada, including the Saugeen 
Ojibway, to move to Manitoulin Island to make way for settlement. The Saugeen refuse to move, 
but Bond Head convinces a few Saugeen Chiefs to sign Treaty 45 ½. They agree to allow 
settlement to take place on 1.5 million acres below the Saugeen Peninsula, in exchange for the 
protection of their remaining lands and waters.   
NARRATOR 
In 1847, surveyors get to work on the land made available for settlement by the Bond Head 
treaty that would become southern Bruce County. They lay out roads, report on the quality of 
land for farming, and start dividing the land into lots. But the need for land is so great that even 

TRANSCRIPT for Episode 2: The Last Frontier 
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before the first surveys are complete and a single lot sold, squatters pour in to stake out the 
best land for themselves.  
 
NARRATOR 
The waterways are the highways. So, the first squatters choose land near where major rivers 
empty into Lake Huron, such as the Saugeen and Penetangore – places that would later become 
Southampton and Kincardine.  
 
NARRATOR 
Smelling opportunity, entrepreneurs open rustic hotels to serve settlers heading into the 
interior, including the Walker House in what’s now Kincardine. Paddy Walker arrives in 1850 and 
builds a hotel near the lakeshore, looking to cash in on the settlement craze.  
 
PADDY WALKER 
Becky! Another drink for this man here! 
 
NARRATOR 
But Paddy soon realizes his hotel is too far from the river mouth to catch the eye of weary 
travelers. So he gathers together as many men as he can, along with an appropriate amount of 
whisky, and convinces them to cut a new path for the river, much closer to his hotel.  
 
PADDY WALKER 
And I’ll even provide you with the shovels! 
 
CROWD 
<Groans & moans> 
 
NARRATOR 
Even more brazen are businessmen like Joseph Walker – no 
relation to Paddy – who decide to set up shop deep in the 
forests of the interior. In 1850, Joseph goes searching for a 
good mill site, and he finds one where the Saugeen River 
crosses one of Bruce’s first roads, the “Durham Settlement 
Road”, that is still being cleared. Joseph Walker builds a dam 
across the river, and constructs a sawmill, gristmill, and wooden 
wharf. Walker’s Landing – known today as Walkerton – is a 
place where settlers can build a raft and stock up on supplies, 
before venturing down the Saugeen River to start a new life.  
  

Many cities and towns 
have humble beginnings. 
Research how your town 
came into being. What 
happened there that 
caused people to choose 
that place to live? 
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NARRATOR 
Businessmen like Joseph and Paddy choose wisely. The last frontier in what would soon become 
southern Ontario is opening up around them, and thousands are desperate for a piece of it.  
 
PAT KELLY 
The Scots, the Germans, the Irish, all had the same experience. For most of them, they were 
tenant farmers. The landlords would own vast tracts of land you would rent from them. 
 
PAT KELLY 
The landlords would move people out before harvest time. They would do unconscionable things 
and the answer simply was, “I’m the owner. I can do that”. There was a great sense for 
everybody, all three of those groups, that not only did he own the land, he owned you. So the 
prospect of saying, “This is my own land”, they were prepared to do anything. They had nothing 
to lose. They weren’t going back. So for them, whatever it took, that’s what we’re going to do.  
 
 

SCENE 4: The Saucy Jack 
 
NARRATOR 
Settling the Bruce is not for the faint of heart. To survive the winter, early settlers are largely 
reliant on food shipped in from more established communities. This makes the tragedy of the 
schooner, called “The Saucy Jack,” especially devastating.  
 
NARRATOR 
In December of 1851, the Saucy Jack is heading to Southampton, filled with winter supplies, 
when it is lost in a gale just short of the tiny settlement.  
 
NARRATOR 
The events are recalled by David Kennedy, who arrived earlier that year from Guelph: 
 
DAVID KENNEDY (V.O.) 
We heard the sad rumor of the loss of the "Saucy 
Jack," and that Capt. McDonald and all on board of 
her were drowned. When we reached the lake shore, 
we found the wind intensely cold and piercing. There 
we saw a hand-sleigh, which we soon discovered 
was taking the remains of young Martindale, who 
was found drowned in the hold of the vessel. All the 
others seemed to have been washed overboard. You 
may imagine the consternation and alarm caused by 
this sad catastrophe. Everything aboard of her was 
washed away. 

Shipwrecks were not uncommon on 
the Bruce coastline. Tobermory 
boasts 20 historic shipwrecks in 
Fathom Five National Marine Park. 
Investigate the story behind one of 
the wrecks. Write your own 
newspaper headline about the 
tragedy, or write a short story about 
the last minutes on the ship before 
it crashed.  
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NARRATOR 
With winter supplies lost, nearly half the community of Southampton decides to leave for the 
winter. They set out on a harrowing, 35km journey to Owen Sound, through bitter cold and deep 
snow.  
 
NARRATOR 
Despite the hardship, most of those who leave for the winter eagerly return following spring. 
Among them are the government land agent, Alexander McNabb, and his son, John.  
 
 

SCENE 5: The Land Sales 
 
ALEXANDER MCNABB 
John! 
 
NARRATOR 
As the crown lands agent, Alexander McNabb is a busy man. Settlers start pouring into the 
region in 1850. But until the land is surveyed, offered for sale, and paid for, they are all 
squatters. They risk losing everything if they don’t start paying for their land. McNabb starts 
offering farmland for sale in 1852, but it’s the massive sale of 1854, which will live in infamy. 
Alexander’s son, John, who is 18 at the time of the land sale, recalls the event years later: 
 
JOHN MCNABB (V.O.) 
Two thousand people descended upon Southampton. It was like a congress of nations - 
Highlanders, Englishmen and Germans intermingled.  
 
NARRATOR 
It is far more than the tiny village can handle.  
 
JOHN MCNABB (V.O.) 
There was only one baker, Hugh McLaren, and he was kept busy day and night. In many 
instances, his bread was snatched from the oven and eaten half raw.  
 
NARRATOR 
It’s said that Hugh had to close his shop door and hand bread out the window. He does, 
however, make a killing.  
 
NARRATOR 
As for Alexander McNabb, the event nearly kills him: 
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JOHN MCNABB (V.O.) 
My dad stood at the window of his office and the money was handed up to him. So quickly did 
the dollar bills roll in that he did not have time to count them but threw them into a large 
clothes basket.  Upwards of $50,000 in cash was thus taken in.  
 
PAT KELLY 
For southwestern Ontario, Bruce County was the last county developed. For anybody who 
wanted to farm, this was the last shot.  
 
ROSS LAMONT 
If somebody came along and scooped your farm out from underneath you, then you were stuck. 
There may have been no place to go. It would have ended your dreams. 
 
ANN-MARIE COLLINS 
It was quite an assortment of characters, I think, that came. Sometimes, you know, those kinds 
of people can clash. 
 
NARRATOR 
While Southampton quickly runs out of bread, it apparently does not run out of whisky. Tales 
are told of a huge brawl that breaks out between the Gaelic highlanders and everyone else.  
 
GAELIC BRAWLER 
If they can’t speak Gaelic - hit them! 
 
NARRATOR 
It’s said that many Bruce settlers learn to speak Gaelic in a hurry that night.  
 
ANN-MARIE COLLINS 
The sale just continued for three days. There's only so much one man or a few men can do with 
so much in front of them. 
 
JOHN MCNABB (V.O.)  
The strain on my father was so great that the doctor would not allow him to do any more 
business for a week! 
 
ROSS LAMONT 
The great land sale in the fall of '54 was a real game-changer. Up until that point, there were 
settlers and they were settling on land that they hoped to own, but it wasn't theirs. In '54, they 
actually got a chance to go and put what little hard-earned cash that they had down and own 
the property that they were on. And by doing that they really transformed Bruce County from a 
settlement to a community. 
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PAT KELLY 
I would say, in my high school class probably 85 percent of the people connected back to that 
1854 sale. It was a big deal.  
 
NARRATOR 
The big Southampton sale is for lands south of the peninsula, made available by the Bond Head 
treaty of 1836. But less than a month after the Southampton sale in 1854, the Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs, Lawrence Oliphant, convinces many of the Saugeen Chiefs to sign Treaty 72. The 
Ojibway agree to put most of the peninsula up for sale to settlers, with the expectation that any 
income would support their communities.    
 
NARRATOR 
But, the peninsula land sales aren’t as vigorously 
attended as the one in Southampton.  A sale in 1856 
attracts about 1000 people, but one a few years 
later attracts less than 300. The land simply isn’t as 
good for farming as land in southern Bruce. The 
Upper Peninsula is considered “waste land” - useful 
only for logging. Still, people do make their homes 
here, becoming very resourceful to survive. They 
farm where they can, work in lumber camps, or for 
one of the American companies that own fishing 
leases around the peninsula.  
 
 

SCENE 6: The Lewis Settlement 
 
NARRATOR 
By the end of 1856, virtually all the land south of the peninsula has been purchased, except for 
the massive Greenock Swamp.  
 
NARRATOR 
People from different backgrounds, skill-sets and nationalities settle together - assisting each 
other with the task of re-creating pastoral England from the forests of Canada.   
 
NARRATOR 
Perhaps the most famous group to settle in Bruce are the 109 families from the Scottish Isle of 
Lewis. Evicted by their landlord, and squeezed onto freight boats already heading for Canada, 
they settle around Ripley in the summer of 1852.  
  

Modern day social media certainly 
would’ve helped to boost land sales. 
Create a modern advertising 
campaign enticing folks to buy on the 
Bruce. Use the social media tools at 
your disposal to plan the campaign. 
Write up your plan in a pitch to sell 
your idea. 
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NARRATOR 
The Lewis settlers are both physically strong, and 
strong-willed. But they come from a commercial fishing 
culture. They are not well-versed in the skills required 
to clear land and farm. Because many only speak Gaelic, 
it is difficult for them to learn from nearby settlers.  
 
NARRATOR 
A neighbour recalls the struggles experienced by the 
Lewis families:  
 
NEIGHBOUR (V.O.) 
I often saw the Lewis women trudging all the way to Kincardine, ten to fifteen miles, in the hot 
summer time, each carrying a two-bushel bag of hardwood ashes on her back to sell…all to get 
a little salt to eat with their potatoes. 
 
NARRATOR 
Bruce settlers can make a tiny bit of money if they carry ashes to Kincardine, where they are 
turned into potash fertilizer.  
 
 

SCENE 7: The Starvation Year of 1858 
 
NARRATOR 
So while Bruce offers hope and opportunity to thousands of new settlers in the 1850s, their lives 
often hang by a thread. Such is the case in 1858.  Remembered as the “Starvation Year.” No rain 
falls between Mid-June, and Mid-August, resulting in a total crop failure.  
 
NARRATOR 
Jane White writes of the calamity, to relatives in Ireland: 
 
JANE WHITE (V.O.)  
The people in Bruce are starving in hundreds. Some of the 
Highland Scots are subsisting on roots gathered in the bush. 
They could hardly be worse at home than this.  
 
PAT KELLY 
When you are homesteading, you’re on a knife edge. You have 
no room for anything going wrong. All the little bits that would 
have insulated you from that calamity didn’t exist in a brand-
new frontier area. 

There is a great deal of migration 
of peoples today who are looking 
for refuge from communities 
facing conflict, famine, and 
persecution. How has Canada 
addressed the refugee crisis? 
Have they done enough? Write a 
letter from the perspective of an 
aid-worker or  child in a refugee 
camp to the Immigration and 
Refugee Board of Canada. 

Can we apply emotional 
intelligence to help 
others? Refer to the 
Activities at the end of 
this episode. 
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NARRATOR 
In early 1859, one of the first acts of the newly formed Bruce County council is to aid those hit 
by crop failure. The county takes out a loan of 8,500 pounds – an enormous sum at the time – to 
purchase seed grain and bread. Those most destitute receive support free of charge, but most 
agree to work on roads in exchange for relief.  
 
NARRATOR 
Despite hardships like the Starvation Year, the region’s colonization period is rapid. Between 
1850 and 1880, most of the forest is cleared, a road system constructed, four railway lines 
begun, and the population swells to 65,000.  
 
NARRATOR 
The optimism of this period is epitomized by the impressive Roman Catholic Church in Formosa. 
The community that settles here came originally from Germany, and they clearly had big 
ambitions for their new home. By the early 1870s, Formosa’s wooden church is bursting at the 
seams. The priest petitions the former King of Bavaria, Ludwig I, for money to help build a new 
one – and he gets it. The massive new stone church, built with volunteer labour using local 
materials, is literally constructed overtop of the old wooden one. Restored in 1974, the church 
stands as a reminder of what Bruce settlers are able to achieve in a short period of time.   
 
NARRATOR 
The communities that grow here are fiercely independent. So much so that the region squabbles 
for a decade over where the “County Town” should be. They finally choose                          
Walkerton, and Bruce County is incorporated in 1867 – a few months before Canadian 
confederation. The county is named after James Bruce, a former Canadian Governor General. 
James likely never stepped foot in the place, but his name also becomes attached to the ‘Bruce’ 
Peninsula, known as the Saugeen Peninsula for centuries by the Ojibway.  
 
 

SCENE 8: Lumbering 
 
NARRATOR 
Like most places in Ontario, the first major industry to arrive in Bruce is logging. Much of the 
region is forested, with the Saugeen Peninsula covered in stands of highly sought after white 
pine. The Bruce is the last region in Southern Ontario to be settled, so by this time, lumber 
companies are well-oiled machines, and they make quick work of the forests in Bruce. By the 
late 1800s, the region is home to more than 100 sawmills of every size and shape, with logs and 
sawn board being shipped to market by boat and rail. But there are a few areas where the 
Bruce’s unique geology makes it difficult for even seasoned lumbermen to access the trees. 
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NARRATOR 
One of the biggest challenges are the escarpment cliffs that rise 
out of Georgian Bay along the eastern side of the peninsula. But 
where most people saw a problem, Hiram Lymburner sees an 
opportunity. Hiram finds what’s known as a ‘disappearing stream’ 
gushing out of the side of the porous escarpment rock near Cabot 
Head. In 1881, Hiram decides to build a sawmill powered by the 
creek, giving him easy access to thousands of acres of old growth 
forest.  
 
NARRATOR 
But there are some issues. The stream doesn’t have enough constant power to run the mill. So 
Hiram finds where the stream “disappears” underground on top of the escarpment, and installs a 
dam to build up the water pressure. It was somebody’s job early every morning to climb the 
escarpment and open the dam gates. It takes an hour and a half for the water to travel the 
underground passage to the mill, but it has plenty of power when it arrives!   
 
NARRATOR 
Another problem is that the logs sent down to the mill from the top of the escarpment cliff, 
smash and tangle when they hit the bottom.  So Hiram tries an experiment. Using a log flume 
like a big fire hose, he hits the edge of the escarpment with a huge rush of water. It took only 
two hours to erode 2000 tones of rock, turning the cliff into a gentle slope. The trees could now 
slide down to the millpond unharmed. 
 
NARRATOR 
Hiram estimated there were enough trees to keep the mill running for about 25 years, and he 
was right. For a generation, the Lymburner mill and associated lumber camps provide much-
needed employment for settlers who find farming on the peninsula a difficult proposition. The 
Lymburner mill closes in 1905 when there are no more old growth trees to be found. Today the 
trees have largely grown back, and the Lymburner mill site is part of a privately-owned nature 
preserve, off-limits to the public.    
 
NARRATOR 
Further south, the final area to be logged is the largest forested wetland in Ontario, the 
Greenock swamp. This giant wetland has always been revered as an excellent hunting ground 
and source of medicines by the Saugeen Ojibway.  
 
NARRATOR 
But starting with the first surveys in 1847, it is considered an impediment to settlement. 
  

Has the lumber 
industry become 
more sustainable 
today? Research the 
modern methods used 
to harvest trees. Do 
all countries use 
sustainable methods? 
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PAT KELLY 
For the most part, anybody that was settling property, the bush was your enemy. You got it 
down as quickly as you could. You burned things. The stumps you pulled out. Everything was a 
constant pall of smoke because what you were doing was clearing. For the Greenock Swamp, 
that wasn’t possible. It’s basically two drowned rivers. 25,000 acres of land that cannot be 
cleared, cannot be drained. But what was possible was, every fall it froze. And there were these 
enormous tracts of white pine in there.  
 
NARRATOR 
To get at the white pine, businessman Henry Cargill purchases most of the swamp in the 1870s. 
He goes on to build an empire – at times employing some 300 men. They cut logs in the winter, 
dig drainage canals in the summer to get the logs out, and work in one of several mills 
processing the timber into various products.  
 
SHANNON WOOD 
From the top of the county to the very southern point, you’re going to find somebody who says, 
“Yeah, yeah, yeah. I’ve got a relative who has roots in the Greenock Swamp.” 
 
NARRATOR 
As one of the biggest employers in Bruce, Cargill’s enterprises give settlers – and their children - 
the ability to supplement their often-modest farming incomes. In the process he helps build 
many of the communities in southern Bruce – especially the town of Cargill, named after Henry.  
 
NARRATOR 
The Greenock swamp contained enough trees to allow Henry and his son Wellington David to 
operate their mills for about 50 years. Today, the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority owns 
8500 acres of the swamp. A handful of old growth trees remain, hidden deep in the wetland.  
 
SHANNON WOOD 
The trees were huge, but it would have taken hundreds of years to get them to be that size, 
literally. There’s about half a dozen white pine that still exist in the swamp, and they’re way 
back into the bowels of the swamp. And it’s magnificent just to see them and know that they 
were so far in that even Henry Cargill couldn’t reach them. 
 
 

SCENE 9: Furniture 
 
NARRATOR 
The highest value logs are the softwoods – massive pines suitable for ship masts. But the 
hardwood trees that remained are useful in Bruce County’s next wave of industrial development 
– furniture manufacturing.  
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NARRATOR 
There’s a big demand for furniture as the Canadian West is settled. Bruce is uniquely positioned 
to meet the settlers’ needs; with a good supply of hardwood, and new railway connections that 
allow furniture to be easily transported west.  
 
NARRATOR 
Some 45 furniture shops or factories pop up by the late 1800s. The longest lasting of these is 
the Krug Brothers Furniture Company, started by twins Conrad and Christian Krug in 1886.  
 
NARRATOR 
The twins are in their 20s when they hear about a good mill site for sale while visiting relatives 
near Chesley. They decide to check it out and purchase the site on the spot. On their way home 
they regret the impulse buy, but are determined to make a go of it.   
 
NARRATOR 
Like many of Bruce’s early furniture companies, the Krugs specialize in mass-produced Victorian-
style furniture, popular at the time. They are wildly successful – at one time employing some 
600 people in furniture making and spin-off businesses, like sawmills and woodlots.  
 
NARRATOR 
Today, one of the last remaining furniture companies in Bruce is Crate Designs. Crate operates 
out of what was originally the Chesley Chair Company – another Chesley furniture company 
with connections to the Krugs.  So, although the industry is nothing like it was in the late 1800s, 
furniture manufacturing continues to play an important role in the local economy.  
 
 

SCENE 10: Port Towns & Water Transport 
 
NARRATOR 
Railways reach the Bruce in the 1870s. They give industrialists like the Krugs’ the ability to ship 
their products to distant markets, helping in-land communities to grow and thrive. 
 
NARRATOR 
But with 850km of shoreline, Lake Huron and Georgian Bay continue to be important for both 
fishing and transportation. The shoreline is a busy place, despite boat travel around the Bruce 
being notoriously dangerous.  
 
HOLLY DUNHAM 
The peninsula juts right out into the middle of Lake Huron. There are quite a few small islands, 
and quite a few places where the rocks are just under the water. Very dangerous. The weather, 
starting about the end of October, in through November, is notoriously bad. Wind, wind, wind, 
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wind. They were always trying to get one more trip in every fall, one more trip, and if you look at 
the shipwrecks, you’ll see most of them came into peril in the fall, in that bad weather. 
 
NARRATOR 
Disasters like those of the Saucy Jack are sadly a regular 
occurrence, so settlers in Bruce’s shoreline communities go to 
great lengths to make lake travel safer. They work with 
government to construct a network of lighthouses. They create 
elaborate “safe harbours,” with long piers to stop the waves. 
They erect a series of storm warning signals. And, at the tip of 
the peninsula, they host a “wireless station”, that uses wireless 
telegraphy and Morse code to warn Great Lakes ships about 
weather conditions.  
 
NARRATOR 
Tales abound of the men and women who tirelessly man lighthouses and warning signals.  Such 
as Southampton’s Catherine McNabb, the daughter of Alexander McNabb, the land agent in 
charge of the big land sale in 1854.  
 
NARRATOR 
In 1872, Catherine becomes a meteorological observer – sending weather reports to Toronto.  
 
NARRATOR 
The meteorological office there would then send messages to the operators of storm warning 
signals around the Great Lakes. 
 
NARRATOR 
In 1876, Catherine finds an eager helper in 15-year-old Agnes Tolmie. Agnes goes on to send 
weather reports three times a day for the next 75 years, the longest continuous record for a 
weather observer in the history of the Canadian Weather Service.  
  
NARRATOR 
With modern navigational aids like GPS and SONAR, lighthouses 
and storm signals are no longer critical for navigation. But these 
landmarks are so important to the culture and history of Bruce 
that volunteers work tirelessly to save and restore them.  
 
NARRATOR 
One of the most active volunteer groups is the Propeller Club of Southampton. In 1993, the 
group erected a replica of the storm signals Agnes Tolmie helped run. The club then set their 
sights on a bigger prize: The Chantry Island Lighthouse.  
 

Compare the historic 
methods used to inform 
sailors of weather 
conditions with the ones 
used today. Make a graph 
to show the differences, 
and the similarities. Note 
how the average person 
can track weather radar 
patterns for their own 
backyard! 

The lighthouse is both a 
romantic and tragic icon 
in literature. Write a 
poem about a lighthouse 
on the Bruce coastline, or 
about one located along a 
coastline near you. 
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NARRATOR 
Built in 1859, by the 1990s the lighthouse grounds had fallen into disrepair, and the Propeller 
Club decides to do something about it.  
 
JANE KRAMER 
The light was still fine because the Coast Guard looked after the light but they didn’t care 
about the lighthouse keeper’s home. So it was vandalized and everything was taken from it and 
it was left in ruins. So a group of us got together and decided to rebuild the lighthouse keeper’s 
home and do tours.  
 
NARRATOR 
The Propeller Club spends 100,000 volunteer hours removing 60 tonnes of junk, and rebuilds the 
lighthouse keeper’s cottage and boathouse with local stone and wood.  
 
NARRATOR 
It is Jane who furnishes the restored keeper’s cottage. She knew exactly how it used to look.  
 
JANE KRAMER 
The last lighthouse keeper was Ronnie Spence. He was a veteran and had been injured and they 
gave him the job as a lighthouse keeper. And his family used to run the local hotel. In the 
mornings he would row over to town and spend the day at the hotel. When I was in grade 12, I 
got a job as a swimming teacher in Southampton. 
 
So when he’d come back about five o’ clock, I was finished my lessons. He would get in his 
rowboat and he’d say, “Jane, I’m having trouble. I can’t get going” and so I would row him home 
three quarters of a mile. 
 
YOUNG JANE KRAMER 
I’ll get you some coffee… There you go. 
 
JANE KRAMER 
And then we had to sober him up, because he had to walk up 106 steps up to light the 
lighthouse light. And then I had to swim back. I couldn’t take his boat. In those days there were 
water snakes all around the island. I’d throw a couple of rocks in and then dive in and get out 
beyond the snakes. And oh, I can still feel those slimy things.  
 
JANE KRAMER 
Over the years, we’ve got a record of 53 shipwrecks around that area. So it was important that 
the light be put on. I felt it was my duty to do it. 
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NARRATOR 
Since 2001, volunteers have led daily tours to the restored lighthouse, where it’s easy to imagine 
what it was like in the 1850s and 60s: watching the nearby mainland being transformed by 
European settlement.  
 
 

SCENE 11: Saugeen Ojibway During Early Settlement 
 
NARRATOR 
Bruce County’s colonization period is a time of optimism and opportunity for many who find 
home on its rolling farmland, or safe harbor along the Bruce coast. But for the Saugeen Ojibway, 
it is undoubtedly a challenging time. Some of those challenges stem from problems with the 
trust fund that was supposed to have been created after the signing of Treaty 72.  
 
VERNON ROOTE 
The days of hunting and fishing survival methods were starting to fade, and the need for money 
to purchase goods were upon our people. The Saugeen Peninsula was surrendered for sale, so 
that our communities would be able to have their start in money, so that they could sustain 
themselves to live in a modern way. Unfortunately, the money that was put into a pot was 
controlled by the government of the day. Those dollars were never received by the people.  
 
GREG NADJIWON 
The only worries that the membership of SON should have, much like Warren Buffett, is where 
we're investing our next billion dollars. Canada's a very rich country. A lot of that wealth came at 
the expense of First Nations being put on small settlements that they call "reserves." 
 
NARRATOR 
The lack of trust fund money makes adapting to colonization more difficult for the Saugeen 
Ojibway.  
 
WENDELL NADJIWON 
My aunt Verna was teaching me medicines. She said before the settlers came we had great 
abundance and then starvation medicines weren't used very much and they weren't really 
important. But then after the settlers came and because you were pushed out of your area and 
your food supply and you know your water supply and everything. Many, many people were 
starving so the medicine men had to work very hard to figure out ways to keep people alive if 
they've been starving a long time, because if you starve for more than two weeks then you can't 
just eat and then come back. 
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NARRATOR 
Despite the challenges, the Ojibway find ways to adapt to their new circumstance, while at the 
same time holding on to their language and culture. And although there are conflicts between 
the Ojibway and the settlers, that may be the exception and not the rule.  
 
JOHN BORROWS 
Of course, there are many harsh and unfair chapters in our history, but there’s also another 
history, that’s existing alongside this. There are instances where there are settlers that are in 
danger on the waters, and Anishinabe people come and prevent them from drowning. There are 
instances where settlers are starving and Anishinabe people come along and point out to them 
where the game might be. Likewise, there are moments when we face real challenges with 
starvation, and there’s individuals who will step forward and help. Sometimes that’s through the 
churches, that that would occur. Sometimes it’s through the Métis communities, but sometimes 
it’s just from folks coming from across the ocean, and trying to make their way, and just being 
human. Not all is dark, and we have, in our history, ways of relating to one another that are 
respectful, that aren’t just, you know, from Queen Victoria to indigenous people, but also just 
neighbour-to-neighbour, helping out one another. 
 
 

SCENE 12: Métis During Settlement 
 
NARRATOR 
The Saugeen Métis also face challenges during colonization. The Métis started moving into the 
region as fur traders after the War of 1812. They worked closely with the Ojibway – some even 
had wampum agreements. But after the treaties, they are in the way of European settlement – 
much to the chagrin of colonial officials.  
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
I’ve certainly seen evidence that the land the Métis people were living on, was taken from them 
in kind of strange and unusual ways. And there’s actually a really interesting story about how a 
surveyor was sent to the area to kick Métis people off a lot of their property so that they could 
turn it into their town plot that they had dreamed of, and he was successful in all except for 
one, which is, of course, one of my ancestors. And so I can imagine what he would have 
probably would have come against – someone who was just like “no”, you know – “go away!”.   
 
NARRATOR 
Jenna’s stubborn ancestors are the Longe family, who move to what’s now 
Southampton in 1837. And this is the house they refuse to leave. It’s known 
as Aunt Annie’s cabin, named after Angelic Longe, who lived in the house 
most of her 94 years. Today Jenna is the owner of this rare piece of Métis 
history.  
 

Why is it 
important 
to preserve 
our historic 
buildings? 
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JENNA MCGUIRE 
It’s really the last structure that is still owned by a Métis person that carries the story of that 
heritage right through from the beginning. And it’s been in the Longe family for over 160 years, 
and so many Longes would have lived and loved and laughed and passed away in that house, so 
it’s also kind of a sacred space in that sense that it’s held a lot of life. 
 
NARRATOR 
Despite attempts to remove them to make way for European settlers, a community of Métis 
remained along the Lake Huron shore in what’s now Southampton. 
 
PATSY MCARTHUR 
We ourselves today like to think they were the quintessential Métis community. They stood 
apart. They had their separate religion. They had their separate language. They had their 
separate culture. Some people believe all that didn’t survive but it did survive. It’s just now that 
we have our voice and we’re telling this story. 
  
NARRATOR 
For more than a century, the history of the Saugeen Métis was largely forgotten or ignored. But 
today, that’s changing. The Métis have an interpretive centre in Southampton, and host an 
annual event called the “Métis Rendezvous.” As part of the Rendezvous, Jenna gives tours of 
Aunt Annie’s. 
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
She spoke four different languages, so she spoke English, French, Gaelic and Ojibway, and so a 
lot of people loved to visit Aunt Annie because they could speak in their own language and feel 
comfortable.  
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
The general public seems very, very interested and keen to learn and very supportive of the 
rewriting of the past that was largely written by European scholars. And we welcome everyone, 
not just Métis people to come to our events and learn from our culture. 
 
 

SCENE 13: Environmental Change 
 
NARRATOR 
The rapid settlement of the Bruce has a huge impact on the people already living here. It also 
has a major impact on the environment. Colonization alters local ecosystems more quickly than 
any other force in the last 10,000 years, sometimes with dire consequences.  
 
NARRATOR 
Over-fishing reduces fish stocks to 1/10th of previous levels by the mid 1860s.  
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NARRATOR 
The region suffers from over-hunting. An article from 1876 tells of the entire township of Amabel 
being covered with countless passenger pigeons. The article pleads for more ammo – as “all the 
shot in Owen Sound and Southampton has been fired away.”   
 
NARRATOR 
Swamps and wetlands are drained for farmland, such as the big “Eastnor” 
swamp on the peninsula. Repeated attempts to drain the huge Greenock 
swamp prove less successful. Explosives are used to blow a hole in a 
little escarpment on the swamp’s edge, with the hope that the crater 
would drain the wetland. It didn’t, but local wells go dry as a result.  
 
NARRATOR 
Settlers are required to clear their land of trees, which lowers water tables, and in some cases 
leads to erosion and almost “desert-like” conditions. Few settlers suffer more from the impacts 
of logging, than those who try to farm on the peninsula. Clear-cutting left the peninsula covered 
with dried-out stumps, discarded trees, and scrub brush - making it a tinderbox.  
 
NARRATOR 
A massive fire in 1908 is remembered by Gordon Hepburn, who was a child at the time: 
 
MOM 
Gordon, Gordon come quickly! 
 
GORDON HEPBURN 
But mom – look! 
 
GORDON HEPBURN (V.O.) 
At about ten o-clock, I noticed smoke in the distance, and it was getting closer and closer! 
 
My parents could see this was going to be a bad fire, so they got ready to fight it, and save 
what they could. 
 
Our home on the Bruce Peninsula was our whole world, and it was being swallowed up by a wall 
of blinding smoke! 
 
Mother put wet cloths over our faces and had us lie flat on the ground. We could hear trees 
crashing, and frightened animals rushing madly by in the smoke. The heat and smoke got worse 
until I almost couldn’t take it! It was very hard to breathe.  
 
There was an explosion, and the fire seemed to jump over us, heading towards Georgian Bay. 
 

How do modern 
farming methods 
prevent soil erosion 
and degradation? 
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We were lucky, but there was lots of damage: the fences and haystacks were gone, as were 
some buildings. The pasture was black, which meant no food for the surviving animals.  
 
It took many years to recover. 
 
 

SCENE 14: The Move West 
 
NARRATOR 
Bruce County’s settlement period is explosive – with the population growing from a couple 
thousand in 1850 to 65,000 in 1881.  
 
NARRATOR 
But after that, the same trains that take Bruce furniture to the Canadian West, also take its sons 
and daughters. Bruce couldn’t accommodate the large numbers of children the first-generation 
settlers had, and farmland on the prairies was cheap and alluring.   
 
ROSS LAMONT 
For a lot of people it was chasing their dream. They wanted their original homestead. They 
wanted their piece of history, so it was an adventure. 
 
PAT KELLY 
The development of Canada sort of led to a lot of this because a lot of the people who had farm 
backgrounds are all saying, “Well, great. Free land out there, the trains are running. What’s 
keeping us there?” 
 
NARRATOR 
By 1901 the population of Bruce County had dropped by 
30,000 people. The community of Paisley alone loses more 
than 1,200– nearly half its population.  
 
NARRATOR 
But those who go west never forget their connection to “the 
Bruce.” Many return home every few years for massive 
reunions.  
 
ANN-MARIE 
They'd start a train out in British Columbia and just keep adding cars to it as they got closer and 
closer to Ontario. And by the time they got to Toronto, I think it was 14 cars. Then they'd have 
to add more on from the people from Toronto coming up. 
 
  

In 1901 the allure of free land 
out west spirits many away 
from The Bruce. Relocating is 
a big deal. Imagine moving so 
far away from where you grew 
up. Is it exciting or terrifying? 
Write a letter home to 
grandma, fill her in on your 
new adventures. 
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NARRATOR 
One of the reunion’s chief forms of entertainment – the Kincardine Scottish Pipe Band - is still 
going strong. The band was formed in 1908, making it the oldest street pipe band in Ontario.  
 
Every Saturday evening during the summer, the band can be found leading a parade down 
Queen Street in Kincardine. The event is a big tourist draw and a not-so-subtle reminder of 
Bruce’s deep Scottish history. 
 
NARRATOR 
By the early 1900s, the excitement of the “frontier” has moved on. In 1903, Louise Turner, a 
Toronto Globe journalist, writes about the change after visiting a deserted port town on Bruce’s 
western shore – Inverhuron.  
 
LOUISE TURNER (V.O.) 
For many years now, river, lake, evergreens and sands have reigned alone in their grand solitude. 
The ruins of a pier, the wrecked remains of an old village, half covered with sands, told of a busy 
human life in a pre-railway age. The men from Bruce might be found in whole communities in the 
Northwest; On our inland waters they are ubiquitous.  Uncle, cousin, father or brother may have 
found an early grave beneath the waters, but the son reaches manhood, the lake calls and he 
goes. But while Bruce men have been so busy on the lakes, the farming interests of the country 
have suffered. Enough railways have got in to draw traffic from the shore and leave more than 
one deserted village or ruined pier, but not enough to create a good market or stir up a busy 
commercial life inwards. Inverhuron, the making of the best harbor on the lakes, so the sailors 
say, lies desolate. 
 
NARRATOR 
Turner had no way of knowing, but things would begin to change shortly after she wrote those 
words in 1903. Small summer cottages would soon spring up along Bruce County’s western 
shore, breathing new life into struggling shoreline communities. And in the late 1950s, 
something Louise certainly could never have predicted, nuclear power, was coming to Bruce’s 
shores, and few things will be the same again.  
 
CREDITS ROLL 
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Empathy and Social Conscience 

1. When you show a person a photo of a single needy person, they are concerned, but the 
more people that are shown in the picture, the likelihood of people caring decreases.  
This is known as the psychic numbing phenomenon. The human mind is not very good at 
empathizing with millions of people. This is a complex problem.  

 
a. Paul Slovic has studied this tendency. Read a synopsis in this Vox article: 

https://www.vox.com/explainers/2017/7/19/15925506/psychic-numbing-paul-
slovic-apathy.  How can we ensure that we do care about people that need our 
help? What policies could the government put into place to make sure that 
vulnerable people are taken care of? What would an effective request for help 
look like? 

 
b. Sam Harris and Paul Bloom discuss empathy in depth Harris’ Waking Up podcast, 

including a discussion of Paul Slovic’s work in #14 The Virtues of Cold Blood 
https://samharris.org/podcasts/the-virtues-of-cold-blood/. What is the difference 
between empathy and compassion? How is empathy harmful? Is it possible to care 
about others as much as we care about our own family? Love is a “state of being”, 
what does this mean? This is a good topic for a debate, rant or essay. (Note: Sam 
Harris talks about using psychedelic drugs when younger at about the 50 minute 
mark for a few minutes, teacher should listen to the podcast first.) 

 
Community & Culture 

1. The folks on the Bruce peninsula work together to achieve success on many fronts.  The 
local government supports those hurt most by the famine, the Saugeen Ojibway and the 
settlers help each other survive the many changes. This is a pretty incredible 
development, considering the hardship that the Canadian governments had wrecked 
upon the First Nations in the colonization process. Ballads are songs that are created to 
tell stories of challenges overcome and human courage. Create lyrics for a ballad that 
they could have sung together.  

 
2. What’s in a name? Canada has many place names that originate from First Nations. Make 

a list of some of the place names in your area and look up the First Nations meaning for 
the name. 

ACTIVITIES for Episode 2: The Last Frontier 
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Sometimes place names assigned in the past are no longer appropriate today. For 
example, Prime Minister Trudeau removed the name Hector-Louis Langevin from a federal 
parliament building because Langevin was one of the original architects of the residential 
school system. He said,  

“The fact is, that if you wish to educate those children you must separate them 
from their parents during the time they are being educated. If you leave them in 
the family they may know how to read and write, but they still remain savages, 
whereas by separating them in the way proposed, they acquire the habits and 
tastes — it is to be hoped only the good tastes — of civilized people.”  

 
Should Canada change the names of places that honour contentious people? 
 
Cross-country Check-up Podcast from Vancouver discusses this issue: 
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/checkup/should-canada-change-the-names-of-streets-and-
monuments-that-honour-contentious-figures-1.4049368 
The program interviews several people and take calls from the public. 
 
Students can take sides and debate this issue. Changing place names could also be 
structured like a court case, with lawyers putting forth arguments for and against 
changes. 
 
Interview students in your school about their opinions and survey their responses. What 
is the general consensus? 
 

3. Choose a language of First Peoples or the early settlers. Trace the etymology of the 
language and create a mind map of related dialects. Teach the class basic greetings in 
the language you chose. Or write a short paragraph in English, then translate it into 
French, Métis, Anishnabe, or Gaelic. Describe the different ways the different languages 
express the same thing. 

 
4. Métis culture: choose a specific item of Métis culture – a type of food, a piece of 

clothing, phrase, or a specific tradition. Research the item to determine its importance to 
Métis people, how it’s made, how it was used and whether it is still used today. Present 
to the class, including an interactive component – if it is food, then make enough for the 
class to taste. If it is clothing, mock up a sample and demonstrate how it was worn. If it 
is a tradition, perform some of it for the class. 

 
5. Meeting of cultures - Métis: Imagine you marry someone from a different culture than 

your own. Research the differences between your culture and theirs. Come up with a 
cultural fusion of an item or tradition for your wedding ceremony. Explain your choice. 
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The Economy: Settlers, Saugeen Ojibway and Métis 
1. In what way was diversification the only method of survival for both settlers and First 

Nations?   
 

2. Buying land: Imagine you were an early Bruce settler with 1 year left before the land sale. 
Research how much it would cost for a standard farm lot. You need to come up with this 
money in one year! Choose a profession, research how much they would make in a year. 
If the profession is in a big city, research standard costs of living for the day – rent, daily 
food, etc. Create a budget determining how you would come up with your land money. 

 
3. Furniture design: Come up with a design for a piece of furniture and build a scale (or full 

size!) model. Research what the “Design Process” is and follow it through the creation of 
your piece of furniture. 

 
4. Come up with a board or card game about surviving on the Bruce. Design the board, 

game pieces and instructions. It could be a version of Monopoly, only with Bruce County 
names and rules. Play the game in class. 

 
5. Imagine you are an early settler of The Bruce. You need to earn a living to survive. 

Choose an activity that you will do to support yourself and your family. Create a diary 
entry describing a really good day, and a diary entry describing a really hard day. 
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The coming of tourists and the massive Bruce Nuclear Power Development jumpstarts the Bruce 
economy. Conservationists recognize the region’s ecological importance, and fight to keep it 
intact.   
 
Topics in this episode: 
 
• Tourism 
• Shipwrecks 

o The Arabia 
• Nuclear Power 

o Arrival of Nuclear in Bruce 
o Impacts of nuclear power development on the economy and communities 
o Saugeen Ojibway relationship with Bruce Power Development 

• Conservation 
o Krug Brothers 
o Chantry Island 
o Dorcas Bay 
o The Bruce Trail 
o Niagara Escarpment Commission 
o Bruce Peninsula National Park 
o Fathom Five National Marine Park 

 
 
 
  

SYNOPSIS for Episode 3: The Peaceful Path 
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SCENE 1: Prologue 
 
NARRATOR 
Ernie always wanted to be a farmer. In the early 1950s, he convinces his dad to help him buy a 
piece of land. It isn’t quite what he imagined.  
 
NARRATOR 
But something unexpected happens.  
 
SCIENTIST (background) 
Today we’re here to announce a new construction project that’s about to begin, on the shores of 
Lake Huron, at Douglas Point.  
 
NARRATOR 
Ontario Hydro announces that Canada’s first commercial nuclear power station would be built 
just down the road. Nuclear power was about to change just about everything here. 
 
[CROWD REACTS] 
 

SCENE 2: Opening Titles 
 

SCENE 3: Setting the Scene 
 
NARRATOR 
By the early 1900s, the future of ‘the Bruce’ is uncertain. The excitement of the early settlement 
period has faded. The population has dropped by nearly half, as sons and daughters leave for 
the west.  The problem is exacerbated by the industrial revolution and widespread migration to 
cities. Farmland, so coveted in the 1850s by Scottish, Irish and German settlers, dwindles in 
value. Lumber operations disappear, along with the forests, and unsustainable fishing practices 
greatly reduce the fishing industry. The Saugeen Ojibway are struggling to adapt to their new 
reality, but find their attempts at economic development repeatedly quashed by paternalistic 
government officials.  
 
 

TRANSCRIPT for Episode 3: The Peaceful Path 
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SCENE 4: Tourism Comes to the Bruce 
 
NARRATOR 
The early 20th century is a depressing time for many here. But there is something else going on, 
that will have a profound impact on the region: Tourists are beginning to discover the Bruce. 
 
NARRATOR 
We know that people are sailing up the Huron shore for pleasure at least as early as 1870, 
thanks to an account recorded by Harry Potts. Harry and his friends spend three days travelling 
between Southampton and the Fishing Islands. They partake in non-stop activities, like: shooting 
passenger pigeons, fishing for Black Bass, learning about “the science of self-defense” and 
playing various sports, such as “target practice.” On their way back, they stop in on the Chantry 
Island lighthouse keeper, who happily gives them a tour.  
 
NARRATOR 
One thing the group doesn’t do is go swimming. They don’t even bother stopping at the massive 
Sauble Beach. They head right past it to check out Sauble Falls instead.  
 
NARRATOR 
Harry can be forgiven for not taking his friends to Sauble Beach. At the time, Christianity 
suppresses swimming – and bathing for that matter. But that changes in the early 1900s, and it 
seems just about everyone wants to go for a swim.  
 
NARRATOR 
At the same time, the growth of Ontario’s cities leads to a growing number of people looking to 
get away from them in the summer. The Bruce is in an excellent position to take advantage of 
these trends, with 850km of shoreline not far from Ontario’s biggest cities. People start by 
camping on the beach, and when they want something more permanent, they buy a small piece 
of land, and build a cottage.  Places that had previously been considered “worthless” - because 
they weren’t useful for farming - suddenly becomes valuable. 
 
NARRATOR 
Once they saw the demand was there, locals from places like Southampton, Port Elgin and 
Kincardine start building cottages along the beaches for rent. These enterprises sometimes 
grow into lodges and hotels. Golf courses, restaurants and other amusements are built to give 
summer residents and tourists something to do when they aren’t at the beach.  
 
NARRATOR 
Tourism at Tobermory takes off in the 30s, when a ferry service begins between the town and 
Manitoulin Island. The ferry creates an alternate route for travelers heading to northern Ontario 
and western Canada - and introduces a lot more people to the Bruce.  
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NARRATOR 
At the urging of an Owen Sound lawyer, Flowerpot Island becomes part of Georgian Bay Islands 
National Park in 1930. One of the famous “Flowerpots” had recently fallen over, so to preserve 
the two remaining seastacks as tourist attractions, the limestone pillars are reinforced with 
concrete.  
 
NARRATOR 
After World War Two, better roads, the growth of automobile culture, and a growing middle 
class with holidays, means that tourism on the Bruce expands rapidly.  
 
NARRATOR 
The Saugeen Ojibway also get in on the act. Both the Saugeen 
and Cape Croker communities lease land to cottagers, and open 
parks with spectacular lakefront views. 
 
 

SCENE 5: The Arabia 
 
NARRATOR 
In the early 1950s, developments in diving technology, give rise 
to recreational scuba diving. It doesn’t take long for divers to 
discover the Bruce, and for Tobermory to become one of the 
most popular dive sites on the Great Lakes.  
 
NARRATOR 
The big draw is the many shipwrecks scattered around the peninsula, preserved in the cold, 
clear waters of Lake Huron. Perhaps the most famous wreck in the diving community is the 
beautifully preserved Arabia.  
 
NARRATOR 
The Arabia is transporting 20,000 bushels of corn 
when it founders in a gale in October of 1884, its exact 
location unknown. 
 
NARRATOR 
When recreational diving starts to take off, the Arabia is the treasure everyone is looking for. 
But it would take the insight of local fisherman-turned tourist boat operator, Albert Smith, to 
actually find her.  
 
ALBERT SMITH 
When I was a youngster, I would sometimes be steering the boat while they were setting the 
nets. Every once in a while, I’d get shouted at, ‘don’t go in there. Don’t go in there. You’re too 

Create a travel brochure 
for The Bruce 

What is involved in scuba 
training? What makes it 
dangerous? What are the 
safety measures that 
divers take? 

Who doesn’t love a story about sunken 
treasure? What could have happened 
to the ship? Write a short story or skit 
about the sinking of the Arabia. 
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close to that damn wreck. You’ll get tangled up in that damn wreck’, which we did many times.  
Consequently, years later, when we got into the scuba diving, there was this big desire to find 
that mysterious ship, the Arabia. I didn’t know exactly where it was, but I was well aware that it 
was where I was not supposed to go. 
 
NARRATOR 
In 1971 Albert teams up with a dive group called the 
“Aquatiers”, and takes them to the spot he was forbidden 
to go as a fisherman.  
 
ALBERT SMITH 
I recall that day very well. We just put them down, and five 
minutes later, they were back on the surface. I said, ‘What’s 
wrong? What happened?’ They said, ‘Well, we went over 
the wreck.’ So, you know, it was within a few feet of it. 
 
 

SCENE 6: Nuclear Transition 
 
NARRATOR 
Life on the Bruce at the beginning of the 20th century is difficult. The call of the West, with its 
promise of an easier life, is powerful, and many are enticed to leave. 
 
NARRATOR 
But people like the Smith family, decide the Bruce is their home, and find ways to stay. They 
turn their knowledge of the lake, gained over generations as fishermen, into successful tourism 
businesses, taking people on tours of the region’s shipwrecks and natural features. Today, Albert 
Smith is long retired. But the businesses he and others like him started, are still thriving, forming 
the backbone of the Tobermory economy.  
 
NARRATOR 
The coming of tourism is a boon to Bruce communities. But as an economic strategy, it has one 
big problem: it’s seasonal. Businesses need to make all their money in the summer – a difficult 
proposition for even the savviest entrepreneur.  
 
NARRATOR 
But in the late 50s, something begins to happen on the shores of Lake Huron, near the 
abandoned Inverhuron town site, that changes the equation for those living in southern Bruce.  
 
 

Underwater exploration has 
developed extensively in 
recent years. Investigate 
how exploration is 
accomplished with the 
latest technologies. Why are 
more scientists researching 
the earth’s oceans? Refer to 
the Activities for Episode 3 
for more. 
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SCENE 7: Nuclear Comes to Bruce 
 
NARRATOR 
Ernie Young’s family had a cottage at Inverhuron. His father wants him to be a professional, but 
Ernie falls in love with farming, and in the 50s he convinces his dad to help him put a down-
payment on a farm not far from the cottage. Ernie works hard, but it is proving difficult to make 
a living. So, when a meeting is held at the local schoolhouse about a new power plant coming in 
down the road, Ernie goes to check it out.  
 
SCIENTIST 
Because of its stable bedrock, and easy access to water, Douglas Point has been chosen, as the 
site of the first… 
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
They announced that there was going to be a nuclear station built at the lake on the same road 
that we lived on.  
 
SCIENTIST 
Since the end of the war… 
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
I think it was a fairly calm meeting. It was just something 
pretty new, and people explained how completely safe it was 
because the type of nuclear reactor that we have in Canada 
was not near as dangerous as some in the other countries, and 
people understood that. But there was a few that didn’t like 
the idea. 
 
FARMER 
I have a question? You are building this power plant, right 
where many of us farmers get our cedar fence posts. Where do you propose we get our fence 
posts from… 
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
Most of the local farmers owned lots down there, and that's where they got their cedar posts 
for their fences on the farm. So some farmers were concerned that they were going to lose their 
fence posts.  
 
HYDRO EMPLOYEE 
Sir I wouldn’t worry… 
  

Compare the safety and 
efficiency of energy 
sources: nuclear, fossil 
fuels, biomass, 
hydroelectric, wave, 
tidal, hydrogen, 
geothermal, wind, solar. 
Create a chart. 



	 66 

ERNIE YOUNG 
But I think when they heard the price that Ontario Hydro was going to pay for their land, that 
kind of offset the concern about their posts, I think! 
 
SCIENTIST 
This project will create hundreds of local jobs…   
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
The majority, especially the young guys like me, thought it was kind of exciting. 
 
NARRATOR 
In the 1950s, Ontario is running out of power. The booming economy, growing population, and 
flood of novel electrical appliances is quickly using up all available electrical capacity.  Up until 
this point, most of Ontario’s electricity is generated by water power, the biggest source being 
Niagara Falls. Water power is inexpensive, but the province is running out of rivers. The answer 
appeared to be coal, and the province starts building coal-fired generating stations. But coal has 
one big problem – Ontario doesn’t have any of it. The purchase of millions of tonnes of coal per 
year from the US is both expensive and bad for PR.  
 
NARRATOR 
So Ontario is open to alternative sources of energy - provided they’re not more expensive than 
coal.  
 
NARRATOR 
After helping the allies develop the nuclear bomb during WWII, Canada decides to focus on 
peaceful uses of nuclear technology. 
 
NARRATOR 
By the early 50s, Canadian researchers are confident they can build a nuclear power plant using 
“heavy water” as a moderator, allowing it to be powered with natural, unenriched uranium, 
mined in Ontario. 
 
NARRATOR 
Ontario Hydro is interested. But the question is, can it be done on a commercial scale, cheap 
enough to compete with coal?  
 
NARRATOR 
Ontario Hydro comes up with a three-step plan: they would build a 20MW demonstrator plant 
at Chalk River, a 200MW prototype reactor at Douglas Point in Bruce, followed by a full-scale 
commercial power plant at Pickering.  
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NARRATOR 
The Douglas Point site near Inverhuron, is chosen because of its stable limestone bedrock, and 
easy-to-access water supply from Lake Huron. No one remembers much consultation with area 
residents. Even the local mayor first learns about it in the paper. But there is a great deal of 
excitement about the potential for jobs. Few people are more enthusiastic than Ernie Young, 
who volunteers for any job he can get.   
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
Before they excavated the ground, they do what you call grouting it. And that was to seal it off, 
because at the Bruce site, it’s kinda porous – layers of limestone. And so what you do is you drill 
holes, you put cement and water, you mix it together, and you pump it down these holes, and it 
seeps the cement and water under the ground, and seals, so when you excavate the ground 
water doesn’t come in from the lake. And so, the superintendent said to me have you ever done 
grouting, I said “I don’t have a clue”, and he said “you’re the guy I want, because then I can teach 
you how to do it properly!” 
 
NARRATOR 
Turns out, Ernie is pretty good at grouting, eventually becoming concrete Forman for the entire 
Douglas Point construction project. Instead of moving on to another construction site when 
Douglas Point is complete, Ernie takes a job as a handyman at the prototype power plant, which 
comes online in 1967. 
 
NARRATOR 
Ontario Hydro’s three-step program is successful. By the time the full-scale Pickering plant is 
operational in 1973, the total cost to produce electricity using nuclear power is cheaper than 
using coal. This ushers in a massive era of Nuclear Power development in Ontario, and a lot of it 
takes place in Bruce.  
 
NARRATOR 
Ontario Hydro builds a 4-reactor plant called “Bruce A”, as well as a heavy water plant, on the 
Douglas Point site, dwarfing the prototype reactor. Bruce A is followed by another plant called 
“Bruce B”, another heavy water plant, and a nuclear waste management facility.  
 
NARRATOR 
The site becomes one of the world’s largest nuclear power complexes, generating more than 
6000 MWs of electricity – 30% of Ontario’s power. At its peak, Bruce Nuclear employs about 
7000 workers, not including thousands of construction jobs. It is arguably the biggest change to 
the region since the settlement period of the 1850s.  
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SCENE 8: Nuclear Impact 
 
NARRATOR 
One person who’s seen all the changes is Barry Eby, who has cut hair at Eby’s barbershop in 
nearby Port Elgin for 65 years. Barry remembers a high-level Ontario Hydro employee coming to 
get his haircut in the 1960s. 
 
BARRY EBY 
This guy come in after the hydro started and said give it 10 years, you’ll never recognize the 
place. I said, “that’ll never happen.” Well he came back in 10 years. I said to him, I said, “I didn’t 
believe you 10 years ago, but I certainly believe you now.” 
 
NARRATOR 
The population of Port Elgin and Kincardine doubles in just a few years, requiring massive 
investments in infrastructure. And for the first time in more than 50 years, children in southern 
Bruce have the opportunity to stay in their communities.    
 
ROSS LAMONT 
Before the mid-70s, most kids, to get a good job or to get an education you left Bruce County 
and probably you didn't come back. In the mid-70s, that started to change. When I was 
graduating from high school, if you didn’t want to go to post-secondary, you could get a job, 
either on the construction site or the operations side. Or you could go away to school and come 
back. When I left to go away to university in ’75, it never occurred to me that I would come 
back, to work here, but I did, I came back, and you know in ’79, I had a full time job with Ontario 
Hydro, I was married, and thought I was all grown up.  
 
NARRATOR 
The high wages offered at the Bruce Nuclear Power Development create an economic bubble in 
the rural landscape, allowing service industries of all kinds to thrive. At Eby’s Barbershop, Barry 
figures he’s still open today because of nuclear power.  
 
BARRY EBY 
That’s when everybody had hair down to here. Barber shops closing up all over the place.  It was 
just the older workers that came in, in those days that kept us going. They got a haircut maybe 
3 times a month instead of once every 3 years. 
 
NARRATOR 
As for Ernie Young, his career grows alongside the rest of the site, going from handyman to 
Superintendent of Maintenance, with 750 people reporting to him.  
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ERNIE YOUNG 
I can still remember the first day I was hired. The foreman took me to the business 
administrator, his name was Ace Bailey, and he said to me before we hire you, we want to make 
one thing really clear. He said to get anywhere in here, you must be an engineer. He said you 
with grade 10, he said if you're prepared, and the actual words were “to scrub toilet bowls until 
your whiskers are down to your knees”, we will hire you as a handyman. And I said, fine, I accept 
the job, and I did, and the interesting thing was before he retired I was higher in the 
organization than he was. [LAUGHTER] 
 
NARRATOR 
Ernie believed that like him, local farmers were excellent workers, so he often hires them in the 
maintenance department. Many of them, including Ernie, use the money to hold on to their 
farms. 
 
ERNIE YOUNG 
Over the years I always farmed, even when I had my jobs at Ontario Hydro. I farmed because 
farming is kind of a disease. Once you get it, it’s really hard to stop.  
 
NARRATOR 
The Nuclear Power Development helps many local families keep their farms. It also brings in 
many new families from all over the world – making Southern Bruce more culturally diverse than 
many rural regions in Ontario. 
 
ROSS LAMONT 
It brought in a lot of different cultures and backgrounds because the hiring was done on a 
global basis, and so you've got engineers and other professionals that have come in from just 
about any corner of the world that you can imagine. In some ways, it's not unlike it was back in 
the 1850s. People were coming to make a better life for their families. 
  
NARRATOR 
Today, the cultural diversity that Nuclear Power brings to the region is reflected in the 
Kincardine Multicultural Festival. The annual event includes representatives from more than 25 
cultures who now live in the area. The event is always a hit, and a colourful reminder of the 
cultural impact of the Bruce Nuclear Power Development. 
 
NARRATOR 
Most believe nuclear power changes things for the better in Bruce. But it also creates some 
challenges. The wages offered at Douglas Point are about four times higher than the going rate, 
making it difficult for other industries to compete. Ernie remembers the owner of the Malcolm 
Furniture Factory in Kincardine coming to Douglas Point in frustration.  
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ERNIE YOUNG 
He said you guys are going to be the ruination of this community because of the huge money 
you’re paying.  
 
ROSS LAMONT 
It was a time when factories all across Ontario were having difficulties and shutting down, in 
any event. But this really hastened that process, so a lot of the factories that you saw in 
Southampton, and Port Elgin, and Kincardine, just shut their doors because they couldn't get the 
workers they needed.  
  
NARRATOR 
Howard Krug of the Krug Furniture Company in Chesley believed the coming of Nuclear Power 
put the final nail in the coffin of Bruce County’s longest-operating furniture factory. Krug 
Furniture closes their doors for good in 1987, ending 100 years in business and marking the end 
of an era in Bruce.  
 
NARRATOR 
The coming of Nuclear Power also creates a major dilemma for the Saugeen Ojibway. The 
Ojibway are not consulted before the Nuclear Power Development is built, despite the potential 
for Nuclear Power to impact the regional ecosystem, and thus the treaty-protected relationship 
to their traditional territory.  
 
RANDALL KAGHEE 
That, like so many decisions that we see over time was largely done at the exclusion of our 
people where we are left on the outside looking in. We certainly don't derive the economic 
opportunities that perhaps other communities have with the existence of that facility. But more 
importantly what's come from that facility operating in our territory for the last 50 years is a 
long list of concerns and fears about how that facility has impacted our relationship to the 
territory, the lands and the waters and our interaction with it.  I think it's a very scary thing for a 
lot of our people because when you talk about nuclear, inevitably you have to address the 
waste that comes with nuclear. There's a real distrust when you've been excluded and you 
combine that with a long list of broken promises, whether it be through treaty or other 
commitments over time.  It's been a long journey to try and get them to start having the right 
conversation with us. 
 
NARRATOR 
Today, there are signs the relationship between the Nuclear Industry and the Ojibway may be 
changing. Ontario Power Generation has agreed that a new underground nuclear waste storage 
facility, known as the Deep Geologic Repository, will not be built without the consent of the 
Saugeen Ojibway.  
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RANDALL KAGHEE 
It's a huge departure for a company like to OPG to say one, we acknowledge that history, and 
we want to work to reconcile that, and we acknowledge and recognize that your communities 
and your people need to have a voice in the future on these issues, and it shows, I think, really 
what was fundamentally promised to us in those treaties, which was that we would continue to 
be able to maintain a relationship to our territory, our lands and our waters and ensure that 
relationship was sustainable.  
 
 

SCENE 9: Transition to Conservation 
 
NARRATOR 
Taken together, tourism and Nuclear Power transform Bruce. Previously vacant farmhouses fill 
with workers, new subdivisions and shopping centres spring up, and cottages are continually 
appearing on the shore. The change is largely a welcome one, but it does introduce a new 
problem: development pressure.  
 
NARRATOR 
Around the same time as Douglas Point is being built, people begin to realize something 
interesting. The region’s depressed economy has left an unexpected legacy. Unlike most of 
Southern Ontario, huge tracts of the Bruce have returned to a natural state after being logged.   
 
NARRATOR 
In the early 1900s, “County Valuators” were tasked with assessing the worth of each township 
in Bruce. When they reach the two northernmost townships, they decide not to even bother 
with an assessment, calling St. Edmunds “largely a waste.” 
 
NARRATOR 
But in the 1960s, people look at the same landscape and see something different: they see 
thousands of acres of forests, pristine rivers, and hundreds of kilometers of intact shoreline. 
They see a mosaic of environments filled with a great diversity of plants and animals; like the 
oldest trees in eastern North America, the rare Massasauga rattlesnake, and 44 different 
species of orchids. What they see before them is one of the most valuable natural landscapes in 
Ontario. They see something worth protecting. 
 
 

SCENE 10: Conservation 
 
NARRATOR 
Two people who recognize this – and start doing something about it - are Howard and Bruce 
Krug, of the Krug Furniture Company. 
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NARRATOR 
Among the Krug brothers many duties was managing the woodlots the company owned to 
provide hardwood for making furniture. In 1963, they purchase 2200 acres of forest around the 
Crane River on the northern peninsula - lands that were recovering nicely from clear-cutting. But 
Howard and Bruce can never bring themselves to log this forest.  
 
NARRATOR 
It is essentially a private nature reserve, and, in 2015, shortly after Bruce Krug passes away, the 
Crane River Tract is officially protected by the Nature Conservancy of Canada.  
 
NARRATOR 
Howard develops a passion for nature in his youth, and passes that on to his younger brother, 
Bruce. At an early age, Howard comes to realize how important the Bruce is for birds. It’s a 
convenient pathway for birds heading north or south during migration, and its forests and 
islands provide excellent breeding habitat. To learn more about where the birds are coming from 
and going to, Howard gets his bird banding license in 1935, with Bruce acting as his assistant on 
banding expeditions.   
 
NARRATOR 
Howard and Bruce’s nephew, James Siegrist, remembers banding seagulls with his uncles on 
islands around the peninsula. 
 
JAMES SEIGRIST 
Well that was quite an experience because. The birds are in colonies, and they all get excited 
and if you don't have a big hat and an old coat and rubber boots, you'll get bombed. The birds 
nest on the ground and we have to go at the right time so that they're just hatched and they're 
running around and you have to catch them, and you catch the bird, give it to Uncle Howard and 
he puts the band on, and then you go and catch some more. We looked forward to it. It was just 
fun. 
 
NARRATOR 
Howard bands more than 100,000 birds in his lifetime, and scientists as far away as South 
America have recovered bands he put on birds in Bruce. 
 
NARRATOR 
Today Howard’s bird banding legacy lives on at the Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory at Cabot 
Head. Thousands of birds are banded and monitored here every year, making an important 
contribution to the knowledge of migratory birds in the Western Hemisphere. 
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NARRATOR 
The Krug’s not only banded birds, they also lobbied for the protection of their breeding habitat. 
In 1957, Howard convinces the federal government to declare Chantry Island, at the mouth of 
the Saugeen River, a National Migratory Bird Sanctuary. The island remains a safe nesting 
ground for the 50,000 or so birds that use it each year.  
 
 

SCENE 11: Dorcas Bay 
 
NARRATOR 
As the Krug’s are working to protect Chantry Island, there is a battle of sorts being waged 
further north, over the peninsula’s last big undeveloped beach at Dorcas Bay. 
 
The beach is scheduled for development, but when the developer goes bankrupt in 1962, an 
Owen Sound Naturalist, Malcolm Kirk, pays the land owner a visit.  
 
Kirk explains how important the property is for orchids and rare wildflowers, and the owner 
agrees to give Kirk a 3-month option to purchase the property for $1. 
  
NARRATOR 
Kirk then teams up with the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, who launch a media campaign 
known as the “Battle of the Bulldozer”. The campaign quickly raises $20,000 in donations to buy 
the land – something unheard of at the time.  
 
 

SCENE 12: The Bruce Trail 
 
NARRATOR 
The 200-acre Dorcas Bay Nature Reserve may have been small, but it proves that people are 
willing to contribute time and money to help conserve important natural areas that are under 
threat. The Federation of Ontario Naturalists then turn their attention to what is arguably the 
highest priority for conservation in Bruce: The Niagara Escarpment.  
 
NARRATOR 
The escarpment had been largely left alone by the transformative colonization process: no one 
had much use for limestone cliffs covered with scrubby cedar trees. In the late 1980s, 
researchers from the University of Guelph discover those scrubby trees form the oldest forest in 
Eastern Canada. The oldest of the old trees has been growing for over 1300 years at Lion’s Head 
on the peninsula.  
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NARRATOR 
Ontario’s conservationists don’t know this in the early 60s, but they do know the escarpment is 
an important refuge for wildlife – a ribbon of wilderness in an otherwise heavily developed 
southern Ontario. 
   
NARRATOR 
Unfortunately, it is also under growing threat from quarry development and suburban expansion.  
 
NARRATOR 
Conservationists know that for people to care about the escarpment, they need to experience it. 
And one of the best ways to do that is to build a trail. In 1960 the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists spearhead the building of the Bruce Trail: a 900km path along the escarpment from 
the Niagara River to the tip of the Bruce Peninsula.  
 
NARRATOR 
Federation member, Philip Gosling, takes a year off work to try and make it happen. The success 
of the trail hinges on “handshake agreements” with land owners willing to let people walk across 
their land, and volunteers willing to help build the trail. Philip finds both in abundance in Bruce.   
 
NARRATOR 
Among the early supporters of the trail are the mayor of St. Edmund’s township, J.P. Johnstone, 
and his wife Shirley.  
 
SHIRLEY JOHNSTONE 
Well, Phil called. He wanted to come and talk to Jack and see if he was interested in helping out 
with this. I think Jack thought that was probably the last thing he needed to do, was go out and 
build a trail! But after Phil came up, and they spent the afternoon together, Jack realized that 
this was probably an opportunity for tourism. I think one of the concerns people had, nobody 
had ever walked the shore from Lake Emmett to Cabot Head. Various people said “They didn’t 
even think you could have at trail in there because it was so rugged.” But Jack did walk it one 
day and found that yes, it is possible, although it was pretty rugged in places. The next thing 
you had to do was try and find out who the landowners were, and contact them for permission 
to cross their property.  
 
NARRATOR 
Shirley and other local supporters, like the Gatis family, have no problem getting handshake 
agreements from landowners.   
 
RON GATIS 
I was able to get them and so were everyone else, because if you have something that you can 
share that might give people enjoyment, why not do it if it’s not going to cost you money and 
hurt you? 
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NARRATOR 
Howard and Bruce Krug are eager to support the Bruce Trail. They organize volunteer groups 
from Chesley to help the Johnstones blaze and clear the trail through the rugged landscape 
around Cabot Head.  
 
NARRATOR 
A little further south, one of the most beautiful parts of the 
escarpment goes through the Saugeen Ojibway territory of 
Neyaashiinigmiing, or Cape Croker. The Ojibway community not 
only gives permission for the trail to go through their territory, 
but John Nadjiwon volunteers to enlist his Boy Scout troop to 
handle trail construction.   
 
NARRATOR 
On June 10th, 1967, the trail opens with a ceremony at Tobermory. The trail draws international 
attention a few months later, when Lord and Lady Hunt bring young people from throughout the 
British Commonwealth on an “expedition” to hike the trail from Tobermory to Owen Sound.     
 
BRUCE TRAIL EMPLOYEE 
[APPLAUSE] 50 years ago today, something magical happened here.  
  
NARRATOR 
Today the Bruce Trail is 50 years old and is considered one of Ontario’s biggest conservation 
success stories. Some 400,000 hikers use part of the trail ever year. True to the intentions of 
the trail’s founders, the awareness created by the trail does help protect the escarpment. Not 
long after the trail’s opening, the Bruce Trail Association starts raising funds to purchase key 
properties along the escarpment. To date – more than 10,000 acres have been preserved by 
what’s now the Bruce Trail Conservancy.  
 
 

SCENE 13: The Niagara Escarpment Commission 
 
NARRATOR 
The provincial government takes note of the grassroots efforts to conserve the Bruce in the 
early 1960s, and decides to get involved. In 1968, Cypress Lake Provincial Park is created along 
one of the most spectacular stretches of the Bruce shoreline. And in 1972, Fathom Five Marine 
Park is formed to protect the region’s many shipwrecks from pillaging by treasure hunters.  
 
NARRATOR 
But then, the province creates the Niagara Escarpment Commission... 
 
  

Why is the Bruce trail 
important?  What trails 
are important to your 
area?   



	 76 

NARRATOR 
The commission is tasked with creating Ontario’s first land use plan to better protect the 
escarpment. But when a draft of the proposed plan is released in 1978, the backlash is intense.   
 
NARRATOR 
The plan would limit what landowners could do to their property in certain areas, and even 
allows for the possibility of land expropriation. 
 
NARRATOR 
Meetings are held in Lion’s Head and Wiarton, attracting 1000 concerned landowners to 
denounce the proposals.  
 
DON SCOTT 
Unfortunately for the Bruce Trail, they became very associated with the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission and they’re definitely two distinct entities. But, in people’s minds they were the 
same. So, as a result, some of the goodwill towards the Bruce Trail just vanished. 
 
RON GRATIS 
Well, people put the Bruce Trail off their property, that’s what happened. It took a long time to 
get it back more or less on the right spot again. And I don’t blame people – you know? 
 
NARRATOR 
All along the Bruce Trail, property owners withdraw their handshake agreements, effectively 
closing the trail. Things eventually calm down, and the trail re-opens. But there are some areas – 
like the route through Cabot Head, blazed by the Johnstones and the Krugs – that are still off-
limits today.  
 
 

SCENE 14: Bruce Peninsula National Park 
 
NARRATOR 
It’s in the early 1980s, with the controversy around the Niagara Escarpment Commission still 
swirling, that Parks Canada decides it wants to turn the northern Bruce Peninsula into a National 
Park. The new park would combine and enlarge the parks and nature reserves that already exist, 
and protect and showcase the natural history of Southwestern Ontario.  
  
NARRATOR 
Up until ten years before, Parks Canada was expropriating land to create parks. But by this time, 
they decide that private land will only be included, if the landowner is willing to sell. What’s 
more, the local community needs to be on board.  
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NARRATOR 
Getting Bruce residents to support the park is not an easy task, 
but Parks Canada has a secret weapon: Bob. 
 
BOB DAY 
Bob Day nice to meet you! This is my assistant, Garry. And we’re 
from Parks Canada. Now you may have heard… 
 
HOLLY DUNHAM 
He was to meet the community and allay fears and explain what 
the National Parks were all about. That was his job, and he was very, very good at it. 
 
BOB DAY 
Well to be honest, people are going to come whether or not there is a park. 
 
DON SCOTT 
He had good personal skills. That adds a lot. If people like you, they’re more inclined to listen to 
you, and sometimes do what you want them to do. 
 
TOBERMORY RESIDENT 
Is there ANY chance of expropriation?  
 
ALBERT SMITH 
He always wanted to develop his plans in a cooperative manner. That’s the main thing about 
Bob Day that stands in my mind.  
 
NARRATOR 
Bob develops a love for the Bruce paddling the Georgian Bay shoreline with his wife, Joan. In 
1981 he is appointed superintendent of Georgian Bay Islands National Park, which includes 
Flowerpot Island. Soon after, he is given the job of convincing people in Northern Bruce, that 
becoming a national park is a good idea. Bob believes it is the only way to control increasing 
numbers of visitors, and to preserve the region’s unique features from development pressure.     
 
NARRATOR 
But Bob would need to put all of his friendly, cooperative interpersonal skills to use to get 
others to agree with him. 
 
BOB DAY (V.O.) 
On one occasion a gentleman invited me to his property near Dyer’s Bay to answer his 
questions. Upon arrival I found his yard packed with trucks, many sporting rifles mounted in 
their rear windows. I prefaced my remarks by observing that both my secretary and my wife 
knew where I was! A free-wheeling discussion ensued.  

One person can make a 
VERY big difference. 
Find a person who has 
done just that and 
create a one-minute 
short film about them. 
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NARRATOR 
Despite Bob’s best efforts, opposition to the park is fierce.  People are particularly upset that 
hunting, an important part of local culture, would not be allowed in the park.  
 
NARRATOR 
There are parades of protest. A petition against the park is signed by 600 people. On the 
morning of an open house, smoke can be seen in the distance: someone is lighting forest fires. 
 
HOLLY DUNHAM  
People really and truly believed that their day-to-day lives would be controlled by the federal 
government, that they wouldn’t be allowed to do things on their property. That if they owned a 
chunk of property that was in the park’s study area, that it would be taken from them. We’d 
already had the Niagara Escarpment Commission there, and they were already controlling land 
usage. They didn’t want the government telling them what to do. 
 
NARRATOR 
The most daring act against the park is kept secret until many years later.  
 
BOB DAY (V.O.) 
I still remember vividly the stale taste of the black organic Bruce Trail coating the back of my 
throat as I belly-flopped hugging the ground awaiting my fate.  
 
NARRATOR 
Bob doesn’t go public with this incident for 25 years, fearing it would derail the process.  
 
DON SCOTT 
He didn’t want to throw gasoline on the fire, if you know what I mean.  
 
NARRATOR 
In the end, Bob and his team are able to allay many of the residents’ concerns. St. Edmund’s 
township votes in favour of the park, with Lindsay township voting against it. True to the open 
process, lands in Lindsay are excluded from the park.  
 
NARRATOR 
As for the Saugeen Ojibway, they agree not to oppose the park’s creation, although a final 
agreement with the federal government is still pending.  
 
VERNON ROOTE 
The benefit of having a park was called conservation. If you have a conservation approach to it, 
there would be the non-existence of residential lots for human beings. And so, it would be 
preserved in a way where conservation would be good for us and perhaps even others.  
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NARRATOR 
In 1987, a ceremony is held to announce the creation of Bruce Peninsula National Park, and 
Fathom Five National Marine Park, with Bob Day as the first superintendent of both parks. 
Shortly afterwards, the Niagara Escarpment earns a World Biosphere Reserve designation from 
the United Nations, with the new parks forming a key part of the biosphere reserve.  
 
NARRATOR 
Today, the park’s dual role as protector and presenter of the Bruce environment is being put to 
the test.  
 
JOHN HASSLEMYER 
Over the last eight years, the number of visitors entering Bruce 
Peninsula National Park has doubled - but what has increased 
even more quickly is the number of people arriving when our 
place is already at capacity. So that’s the challenge we’re 
dealing with now; how to manage that excess demand, how to 
get the message to the GTA: ‘We’d love to see you. Please come during the shoulder seasons.’ 
It’s a challenge, and it’s a great problem to have. Parks Canada’s mandate is to connect hearts 
and minds to the very essence of Canada. So, when we see Canadians come to us in the 
numbers that they are, looking for those experiences and looking to connect with their natural 
history, we see amazing opportunity to fulfill our mandate.  
 
  

SCENE 15: Series Wrap-Up 
 
NARRATOR 
In the early 1960s, the future of nature in Bruce was uncertain. But more than 50 years of 
conservation efforts protected nearly a quarter million acres, with many more stewarded by 
private land owners and the Ojibway. It's a fitting legacy for a region whose residents believe 
that history, both natural and cultural, is essential to their future. 
 
PAT KELLY 
I think, for a lot of people, they have difficulty sometimes where they’re saying, “I can’t do this. 
It’s too hard” or “Life is really giving me a hard go of it here”. “Okay, but you’re the same genetic 
makeup of these people who have achieved these marvels. Chances are you can do it too”. 
 
JENNA MCGUIRE 
It’s been almost 200 years of Métis culture being kind of shoved under the rug, so it’s really nice 
to be able to bring it back out and share it with everyone. There’s something really beautiful 
about Métis identity. It’s the story of two extremely different human cultures coming together 
to create a brand new culture that is unique and distinct and has the strengths of both, and I 

Is it possible to “love” the 
parks too much? What 
should be done to protect 
nature from our invasion? 
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think that that’s a really inspirational past to have and really has a powerful message for the 
future. 
 
JOHN BORROWS 
Treaties are a path of hope and peace for the future, because in this territory, of course, 
indigenous peoples can trace their rights to the land, and the use of the resources in that treaty 
process, but likewise, we invited others to be able to live in accordance with Anishinabe law so 
non-indigenous people also draw the right to live peacefully here, to the treaties. When we can 
see ourselves as all being rooted and settled here, we can also find there isn’t just discord, We 
can look back in our history and draw on some of those better moments, and see those as 
guiding lights for how we relate to one another in the future. 
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Tourism 

1. Imagine you are an early traveler on The Bruce.  Create a travel diary of your adventures, 
whether as an Ojibway person paddling the shores, a Métis trader, or Victorian tourist.  
Who do you visit?  What sites do you see?  What food do you eat? 

 
2. Create a tourism brochure or commercial for a site in your community. Pick a place that’s 

important to you.  What can you share with others that’s interesting or new? 
 
Nuclear Power 

1. Nuclear Power – Research the physical process of nuclear power – create a presentation 
for the class describing how power is generated. Visit the Bruce Power website for 
information: http://www.brucepower.com/ 

 
2. What happens to nuclear waste? What options do companies and governments have for 

disposing the waste? The World Nuclear Association outlines the procedures and 
expectations for countries: http://bit.ly/2Kf8hLO. Are they doing enough? 

 
Conservation 

1. Conservation – choose an area of Bruce County, make a speech to the class to convince 
them sell their land to a conservation organization, or make a part of a nearby park. The 
class is allowed to ask questions so be as prepared as you can! 

 
2. Species of plants and animals unique to The Bruce:  choose a species from Bruce 

Peninsula National Park and create an infographic conveying the importance of that 
species to the ecology of the area. 

 
3. National Parks sound great, but why would people be in opposition to them? Create two 

groups and randomly assign them to debate whether a National Park in your area would 
be a good or a bad idea. 

 
4. In a small group, read 2 articles from an online Indigenous newspaper. Each person 

should choose a different newspaper. Note the layout, graphics and topics discussed in 

ACTIVITIES for Episode 3: The Peaceful Path 
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the newspaper. Was the paper any different from a typical paper? Give examples proving 
your opinion. Why would this type of paper be important? A similar comparison could be 
made to the importance of the CBC to Canada, can you explain? Present your findings to 
the class as a group. Here is a sampling of some Indigenous online newspapers in 
Canada:  

i. http://www.windspeaker.com/ 
ii. http://www.firstnationsdrum.com/ 
iii. http://www.wawataynews.ca/ 
iv. http://muskratmagazine.com/ 
v. http://kukukwes.com/   Atlantic Canada indigenous news 
vi. https://www.hashilthsa.com/ 
vii. http://northernshuswaptribalcouncil.com/  newspaper 
viii.  http://northernshuswaptribalcouncil.com/?page_id=415 

 
5. Underwater exploration technologies: investigate the modern technologies that have 

been developed for ocean and underwater research. What do scientists have at their 
disposal? What are they discovering with this new technology? Create a presentation of 
your findings.  

 
6. Come up with a business idea for a local resource in your area – lumber, raspberries, 

pigeons. Develop a sustainable management plan so that your resource will last at least 
500 years into the future. 
	

7. The Bruce went through many changes that affected the economy of the region. Think 
about how Artificial Intelligence could make sweeping changes in the near future. How 
could this technology affect The Bruce? 
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• Ontario Historical Archives Index, online resources by theme or grade level, online 

exhibits, plus onsite exhibits and educational programming: 
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/education/index.aspx 

• Métis Nation of Ontario is a comprehensive website that follows the current issues for 
Métis in Ontario, their educational resource kit for junior grades is just a small aspect of 
this rich resource: http://www.Métisnation.org/programs/education-
training/education/education-kit/ 

• Parks Canada Bruce Peninsula National Park website with discussion of geology, ecology 
and the safer roads project: https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/bruce/decouvrir-
discover/rtr 

• Bruce Power: http://www.brucepower.com/ 
• Free Canadian Government publications from a wide range of topics including awareness, 

peoples, community, education, treaties and claims: http://pse5-esd5.aadnc-
aandc.gc.ca/pubcbw/publication/catalog.aspx?l=E 

• The Library of Congress gives an American perspective: 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/1812/ 

• Library and Archives Canada lists many books for further reference: http://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx 

• The Ontario Learning Exchange interprets the Ontario Ministry of Education pedagogy for 
teachers and makes learning accessible for all students with resources, strategies and 
real world examples from educational experts and teachers: 
https://thelearningexchange.ca/ 

• This Owl Perdue link will take you to resources for all aspects of writing, from the 
process to genre, style and citation: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/679/01/ 

• The National Film Board of Canada has an excellent education program and exclusive 
content and access to additional films with an education subscription. 
http://www.nfb.ca/ 

• The New York Times offers free access to numerous short documentaries: 
http://www.nytimes.com/video/op-docs/ 

• Connect all Schools: technology enabled International interaction: 
http://www.connectallschools.org/exchange-guide-international-collaboration 

• International collaboration through ePals with other classrooms around the world: 
http://www.epals.com/ 

• Great platform for student collaboration: wikispaces.com 
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• Best free website platform out there: weebly.com 
• Google Art Project: discover artworks, world heritage sites, cultural figures and more, 

share finds, compare two items side by side, save favourite pieces. 
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project 

• Cool interactive media artworks from the National Film Board of Canada: 
http://www.nfb.ca/interactive 

• Free technology for teachers and lists of free resources: 
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/ 

• ISTE (https://www.iste.org/) established and respected voice for technology in 
education, plus many opportunities for professional development and connection to 
learning communities 

• More and more teachers and students are using Twitter. Discover how you can use it too: 
https://discover.twitter.com/ 

• Good blogging sites: wordpress, tumblr, edublogs.com, google+ 
• VIMEO.com is another good site for sharing video if you want to stay away from Youtube. 

It has no ads and is education friendly. It is the best site for filmmakers and design 
professionals. 

• There is the tried and true Google Drive where students can collaborate and create 
together word style docs, spreadsheets, forms, PowerPoint presentations. These can also 
be embedded on other sites. Multiple students can work on the same document at the 
same time, collaborate in real time with Google Hangouts (docs.google.com/) 

• The NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and Research (OER) is the only federal 
organization dedicated to ocean exploration: 
https://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/technology/technology.html 

• Oceanography is an interdisciplinary science integrating the fields of geology, biology, 
chemistry, physics, and engineering to explore the ocean: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/ocean-exploration/ 

• WIRED magazine is a very good place to learn about AI: 
https://www.wired.com/tag/artificial-intelligence/ 

• Sam Harris has an in-depth discussion about AI: https://samharris.org/podcasts/116-ai-
racing-toward-brink/ 

• Sam Harris Ted Talk discusses our ability to control AI: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/sam_harris_can_we_build_ai_without_losing_control_over_it 
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