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Introduction – What You’ll Find in the Guide & On the DVD 
 
Welcome to the Ontario Visual Heritage Project.  Each DVD in the series tells the stories 
of local history using archival film and photos, re-enactments, historian and expert related 
facts, personal anecdotes, animations and music.  Use this rich resource as a starting point 
for your class to engage them in further study and the exploration of new ideas.  Not only 
does this documentary reveal historical stories, it utilizes a variety of formats that 
teachers will love to use and develop for their classrooms – including flash and 2D 
animation, interviews, archival footage, and more! 
 
Students are brimming with imagination. They have been nurtured on digital 
communication and move comfortably in the global Internet community.  If your students 
have access to technology and the Internet, then your assignments will reflect this 
digitization.  
 
But, if you must rely on traditional methods, the assignments will be no less exciting, just 
more immediate.  Instead of creating a commercial about recruiting for the mines, 
students will create a skit – utilizing the same acting and scripting skills, minus the 
camera.  The same goes for any potentially digital idea – an exchange of emails can be 
replaced by letter writing, a poster created with Photoshop might become an artistic 
drawing endeavour. 
 
There is a folder of rubrics that coincide with the various types of assignments. You will 
find examples of how to structure the assignments. There is also a list of resources at the 
end of this guide.  Keep in mind that the format of the assignment can be separate from 
the content.  Any of these format ideas can be applied to any content area. 
 
This guide includes a complete transcript of all that is said during the documentary.  The 
guide has been organized into chapter groups by chronology and theme.  Each of the 
chapters corresponds to those on the DVD as outlined in the DVD insert booklet, and are 
navigable from the ‘Stories’ menu.  A series of assignment ideas are listed at the end of 
each chapter group. These ideas may be developed to meet the needs of the grade level 
and personality of your students.  Utilizing various types of assignments enables teachers 
to actively employ differentiated instruction in the classroom to meet the individual needs 
of students. 
 
The Ontario Visual Heritage Project website is also a great companion to the DVD.  By 
logging on to www.visualheritage.ca, you will be able to view Life on the Edge online by 
chapter, or view the content from the ten other Ontario Visual Heritage Projects 
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completed to date.  Life on the Edge is also available for download as a podcast and each 
chapter page features a chapter description and links specific to the chapter.   
 
While you are more than welcome to simply hit play and watch the production in its 
entirety, there are several ways to interact with the content on the DVD.  Using the Main 
Menu, you can choose to navigate the video by story, timeline, or map.  It is our hope that 
these different navigation options will allow you to better contextualize the DVD content. 
 
These ideas are meant to inspire you and your students. Having fun while learning can be 
a growth experience for both you and your students – and interacting with them through 
media that they are excited about can make all the difference! 
 

- The Ontario Visual Heritage Project Team 
 
Ontario Courses 
 
The following courses are directly related to the content of the Muskoka Documentary, 
Life on the Edge: 
 

• All English Courses Grades 8 - 12 Applied, Workplace and Academic Courses 
• Geography of Canada, Grade 9,Academic (CGC1D)  
• Geography of Canada, Grade 9,Applied (CGC1P) 
• Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10,Academic (CHC2D) 
• Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10,Applied (CHC2P) 
• The Americas: Geographic Patterns and Issues, Grade 11, University/College 

Preparation (CGD3M) 
• Physical Geography: Patterns, Processes, and Interactions, Grade 11, 

University/College Preparation (CGF3M) 
• Canada: History, Identity, and Culture, Grade 12, University Preparation (CHI4U) 
• Canadian History and Politics Since 1945, Grade 11, College Preparation (CHH3C)  
• Canadian History and Politics Since 1945, Grade 11,Workplace Preparation (CHH3E) 
• Canadian and World Issues: A Geographic Analysis, (CGW4U) 
• Grade 12, University Preparation 
• World Geography: Human Patterns and Interactions, (CGU4U) Grade 12, University 

Preparation 
• Native Studies: 

o Expressing Aboriginal Cultures, Grade 9, Open (NAC1O)  
o Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Grade 10, Open (NAC2O) 

 

Notes for Reading Ontario Visual Heritage Project Scripts 
 

• Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor 
• V.O – Voice Over 
• O.S – Off Screen 
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Chapters 1-4: Early History, Contact & Colonization 
 
Chapter 1 – Up the Muskoka Road 
 
Synopsis 
In the 1860’s, James Bain and John Campbell struck out for the Northern wilderness.  
They made their way to Gravenhurst, which was then known as McCabe’s landing.  
Upon meeting the boys, Mother & Mickey McCabe, the settlement’s namesakes, are 
flabbergasted as to why anyone would come to Muskoka just for fun. 

• McCabe’s Landing / Gravenhurst’s beginnings 
• First Tourists 

 
Chapter 1 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (SINGING) 
'Tis Five and Twenty Years ago,  
Though I've forgot the day, 
When three youths launched a rickety scow,  
On fair Muskoka Bay. 
One was a bluffer, the other a duffer,  
And the third who sings this lay,  
Tonight is just the kind of a man, 
That anyone cares to say. 
 
Ring out, Ring out the song, 
With voices sweet and strong,  
To the blessed isles,  
Where nature smiles,  
And pleasant waters flow;  
To the ever-changing sky,  
And the forests waving high!  
For we love them still,  
As we loved them five-  
And twenty years ago.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) (CONT’D) 
Welcome to Muskoka in about 1860.  At the time, Muskoka was at the edge of the 
settlement frontier for Canada West.  If you haven't noticed by now, these three: John 
Campbell, James Bain and William Crombie, were not traveling down the Muskoka 
Colonization Road to try and carve out a piece of farm land on the edge of the Canadian 
Shield.  These boys were certifiably city folk, and they were after something altogether 
different.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
James Bain and John Campbell were young university students. 
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RICHARD TATLEY 
When Campbell I think was 20 and Bain was 18, the two of them had a little time free in 
the summer time and they somehow hit upon the totally novel idea of taking a holiday out 
in the bush - way out in the Canadian bush some place, which simply was not done in 
those days, certainly not by respectable people.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Their foray into Muskoka and the subsequent record of that adventure, qualifies them, we 
believe, as the first tourists to Muskoka. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
And it was quite an adventure just to get to Muskoka in the 1860's.  The region was 
almost totally unknown at that time and to get there Campbell and Bain had to take a 
train from Toronto up to Bell Ewart at the south end of Lake Simcoe, and then they had 
to catch a steam boat which took them up Lake Simcoe to Orillia, and that was as far as 
they could get at the time.  And so they had to hire a skiff, in order to get up the length of 
Lake Couchiching, another 12 miles, to the lumber village of Washago, beyond that point 
the white settlement practically ceased to exist.  After I believe putting in a night at 
Washago, they then walked up the Muskoka road about 13 miles to the site of 
Gravenhurst. Gravenhurst did not exist at the time. 
 
CROMBIE 
Well, where do you suppose the main house might be? 
 
CAMPBELL 
Excuse me sir... 
 
MOTHER MCCABE (O.S.) 
Mickey! 
 
MICKEY MCCABE 
Oh, my heavens! Visitors! Mother will be so pleased.  I'll expect you'll be wantin’ 
something to wet your whistles then?  Oh I've got just the thing - something to refresh the 
inner man! 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
James McCabe, Mickey McCabe as everybody called him, is a relatively obscure figure 
actually.  He is just one of these individuals who appears briefly in the focus of history, 
and then disappears again. We don't know where he came from, or for that matter what 
became of him, there is no record of his death.  He was what you might call an ordinary 
person, but through circumstances a lot of people who first came up to Muskoka in the 
early days met him and his very flamboyant wife Catherine.  
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MOTHER MCCABE 
Mickey!  Mickey – you’ll nay be findin’ anything good in there. It’s the devil’s drink 
you’re after I’ll warrant.  
 
MICKEY MCCABE 
Eh Mother, never! 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
Eye, it’s already made a liar out of ya! 
 
MICKEY MCCABE 
Oh, Mother... 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
Now go dig me up some potatoes, so I can make a fine meal for these young lads. But 
first ye be helping me with me corns – eye, they’re achin’ something awful today.  
 
CAMPBELL 
We’ll just go - outside. 
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Gravenhurst's original name was McCabe’s Landing.  They were actually the very first 
settlers, in what is now Gravenhurst.  Over time they set up a small tavern, it was like one 
room, just a log hut, and they called it the Freemason's arms.  
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
I learned this recipe from my mother's mother.  Eye, in Scotland.  Kept my family alive 
in the bad times. But there they put some sheep's liver - that's the secret.  Now there nay 
be any sheep round here, so we use what we got. It's called stir about you see - ha ha. 
 
CAMPBELL 
I am quite thirsty. 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
So, what brings you lads up here to our fine Muskoka Road? It’ll be big enough for two 
wagons before long! 
 
CAMPBELL 
I suppose it’s the adventure we are after.  
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
What do you mean by the adventure then? Well, ah, yez will be a measurin’ an’ surveyin’ 
I suppose? Yez’ll be preachers then? Well then, what be ya?  
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RICHARD TATLEY 
Nobody would go out into the bush unless they had an important reason for doing it. 
They either wanted to clear land for a farm, or they were working in the lumber trade, or 
they were trapping, or something like that.  But nobody went out to the bush for fun, but 
Campbell and Bain in 1860 decided to do just that.  And they were also able to borrow 
McCabe's little ‘scow’ as they called it and I gather it was a very leaky little punt that 
McCabe had managed to build.  
 
CAMPBELL 
So, who wants to paddle? 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
They managed to propel this very crude little craft up the length of Muskoka Bay, 
paddling and bailing frantically to try and keep it afloat.  They were really thrilled by the 
scenery there and they became really enthused about Muskoka and they kept coming 
back year after year and bringing more and more friends with them. 
 
CAMPBELL 
Gentlemen I think that this site right here has just made our day’s journey worthwhile.  
 
 
Chapter 2 – First Peoples 
 
Synopsis 
The Canadian Shield has for thousands of years influenced the movements and lifestyles 
of the people who have lived on the edge of its rocky terrain.  For the peoples who first 
occupied Muskoka, the waterways quickly became their highways, and were easily 
navigated by canoe. 

• Precambrian Shield 
• First Peoples 
• Seasonal cycles and movements of the Anishinabek 
• Beausoleil Island / YMCA Camp Kitchikewana 
• Chief John Bigwin 

 
Chapter 2 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
So now we know something about Muskoka’s first tourists, but who was here before the 
McCabes?  And why was the government building roads to nowhere?  To find answers to 
these questions we need to go back much earlier than 1860.  Muskoka is located in the 
southern tip of the Canadian Shield, an exposed part of the earth’s crust that formed more 
than 2 billion years ago. Today Precambrian rocks exist in most of North America, 
hidden underneath many layers of sediment.  More recently (starting about 1.8 million 
years ago) a succession of glaciers depressed the land’s surface, scooped out thousands of 
lake basins, and carried away much of the region’s soil.  When the last glacier began to  
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NARRATOR (V.O. CONTINUED) 
recede about 10,000 years ago, is when we find the first evidence of humans using this 
area. 
 
BILL ALLEN 
The people through the ages occupying the Canadian Shield, including Parry Sound and 
Muskoka, they were efficiency experts.  They were efficient at knowing when to go to 
particular places on the land to get whatever fish or plant crop that they needed for food 
or medicine.  They were efficient in their movements.   
 
STEWART KING 
The seasons themselves really work in conjunction with the cycle of the moon, which 
moves in a clockwise fashion. The springtime was a time of a renewal.  After a hard 
winter, you would get a softening of the road, a more gentler way, and that's what 
Minookamig means - Minookamig means a softer, gentler way.  Summertime is called 
Niibin.  Niibin simply means a time of plenty: of many, many berries.  The fishing is 
good in the summertime and our people would come from the inland waters and they 
would come to the shore and they would subsist off fishing for the entire summer and live 
off the bounty of the land. 
 
BRIAN ROSS 
We are at the YMCA Camp Kitchikewana, Beausoleil Island, in Georgian Bay Islands 
National Park.  And we're doing an archaeological excavation of the tetherball court.  
This has been an ongoing project of mitigation here at the camp since 1989.   
 
GLORIA KING 
This island, it's called Epenmindaagoog. A long time ago our people used to gather here.  
As soon as you got here you could feel that joy that gladness in your heart of what is 
here. When they gathered they used to have social dances, maybe weddings, ceremonies, 
namings, different things that people enjoyed and they called that the good life, Mino-
bimaadiziwin.   
 
BRIAN ROSS 
One of the most interesting discoveries that we've been making here is that a whole 
number of cultural groups are represented at Camp Kitchi, and this is from, as I say 2 
000, 3 000 years ago right up until the 16th, 17th century when the Europeans first 
arrived.  We're finding material representative of both Northern Ontario aboriginal 
groups and Southern Ontario aboriginal groups; material as far away as Hudson's Bay, 
North of Lake Superior, as far south as Michigan, Ohio. 
 
GLORIA KING 
And the people came from all areas, like Chimnissing, which is Christian Island, 
Mnjikaning, which is Rama, Wasauksing, which is Parry Island, and Mnidoo Mnis, that's 
Wikwemikong, up on Manitoulin Island.   
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BRIAN ROSS 
The earliest artifacts we've been finding at Camp Kitchikewana date between five and 
seven thousand years ago.  And these early implements consist of stone tools - very 
beautifully chipped stone tools.  The earliest one we've found so far is a large stone knife 
- a quartzite knife.  It's very rare to find them complete like this.  We've also found 
arrowheads, or spear points, from this time period.  They are very large, but very 
elaborately well made. 
 
BILL ALLEN 
Spearing certainly was common and we know this from archeological evidence of barbed 
boned spears.  But during times of spawning the fish would be multitudinous and they 
could be channeled if stone weirs were set up. 
 
BILL ALLEN (SPARROW LAKE) (CONT’D) 
The fish weirs, the famous fish weirs that are over 4 000 years old are located on the 
narrows between lake Couchiching and Lake Simcoe, and that was the centre of that 
particular community. Of course because those people had a mobile, nomadic lifestyle 
they were only there at some parts of the year, and for the fall and the winter and into the 
early spring they would spread out in different ways - up the end of the north Country, 
into Muskoka and beyond into areas of what's now Algonquin Park and Parry Sound 
district.  
 
STEWART KING 
The inland lakes were used by our people in the wintertime and late fall.  They would 
winter up in the inland rivers and creeks and they would establish individual hunting 
grounds where they would provide enough land to support one family through the whole 
winter. 
 
JAMES BARTLEMAN 
My family has on my mother's side, has very deep roots in Muskoka.  My mother was 
born in a tent in 1922 on Lake Joseph, and her parents had been coming up for years.  
And Chief John Bigwin, his traditional hunt, hunting grounds were on the Lake of Bays.  
But he was also a relative of my mother's and so he was a frequent visitor in her house, 
and talking about you know, the old days, when they would go hunting and fishing in the 
Lake of Bays area.   
 
STEWART KING 
They would winter there and they would begin their maple sugar harvest and then they 
would start to come down the rivers.  
 
BILL ALLEN 
The water routes have been used though this period and we tend to find that where the 
canoe routes of 200 years ago were in use, probably those canoe routes were in use 2000 
years ago and longer. 
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Chapter 3 – Europeans on Turtle Island 
 
Synopsis 
With the assistance of the Anishinabek, Europeans – such as fur traders and surveyors - 
began moving through the Muskoka wilderness.  After the War of 1812, the search was 
on to find an inland water route to connect the Georgian Bay to Ottawa.  

• War of 1812 
• David Thompson & early surveys 
• Origins of the name Muskoka 

 
Chapter 3 Transcript 
 
PAT BOYER 
The methods that they used, the canoe on these highways of water, down the rivers and 
across the lakes were the same methods of transportation that then were used by the next 
ones who came in, who were basically the fur traders as well the surveyors for some of 
the early surveys that were done.  Then the next level of interest came from the military 
when there was a concern about defending British North America from the Americans, 
and looking for alternate routes - more through the interior, like a canal system or a 
waterway system from Georgian Bay across to the Ottawa River. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The usual route of course was the old fur trading route, across Lake Nipissing and down 
the French river, which had been used ever since the days of Champlain, but people 
wondered if there might possibly be a just as suitable route further south. 
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
And it was David Thompson of course that did much of the mapping of the rivers all over 
this country, right out to British Columbia, but a little known one of his surveys was the 
survey he did to try and find an inland waterway that would allow the passage of goods 
from Ottawa to Georgian Bay or Lake Huron.  
 
He did this survey in 1837.  He was not the only person who was sent by the government 
to look for an inland waterway, but his was the last and his was the best survey.  He 
seemed to believe that as an inland waterway the lakes and rivers of Muskoka possibly 
were not appropriate because there was a lot of rapids and waterfalls, but he also noted 
that this would be a great location for settlement and that there were wonderful 
opportunities for waterpower. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Anishinabek from the Great Lakes region were allies to the British during the War of 
1812.  And one of the local veterans, known commonly as Chief Yellowhead, is said to 
have lent his name to area.   
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SUSAN PRYKE 
The Chief of the Ojibwa in this area was Chief Mesquaouki, sometimes called Chief 
Misquaki or Chief Misquicki. And it is an aberration of his name, which denotes the 
name Muskoka today.  
 
BILL ALLEN 
But what we have to do is delve further than that and ask: where did that name come 
from? In the language the word for red is a word that's pronounced in different ways, but 
basically the root word would be like, 'Meskwa.'  Muskoka is basically named after the 
red rock that is here, and that means Muskoka including areas that we think of as Parry 
Sound District, Sudbury District, Algonquin Park, Northern Haliburton, quite a large area 
where Chief Yellow-head had a reach and was regarded by the people in the more 
northern communities as being ‘the main man.’   
 
 
Chapter 4 – Moving to the Mysterious North 
 
Synopsis 
As available arable land in Southern Ontario began to run out, the government and 
entrepreneurs began to look to the North.  Treaties between the government and the First 
Nations Peoples who already occupied Northern areas, helped prepare the way for 
settlement. 

• The Robinson-Huron Treaty 
• Obajewanung’s (Port Carling’s) beginnings 
• Colonization roads 
• A.P. Cockburn’s introduction to Muskoka 

 
Chapter 4 Transcript 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Around 1850 just about all the good farming land in the southern Ontario triangle was 
taken up, and the Canadian government of the day was very disturbed to find immigrants 
were pouring into Canada but they were leaving for the United States just as fast as they 
were coming in.  People needed land in short.  The only available lands left were those to 
the north in what was called the Ottawa Huron track, extending from Georgian Bay 
across to the Ottawa River.  Nobody really knew what kind of country it was up there, 
north of the existing settlements, except that it was covered with extensive pine forests.  
Some people knew it was hilly but very few people knew very much else about it. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Violent clashes between the Anishinabek and workers at a copper mine on the north 
shore of Lake Huron prompted the government of Canada West to act quickly.  Two 
treaties were signed which seeded a vast tract in the upper Great Lakes from the 
Anishinabek.  The Muskoka region was at the bottom of the second treaty signed in 1850 
at Sault Ste. Marie, the Robinson-Huron treaty.  Seventeen regions were reserved by the 
Anishinabek in this purchase, though none in the Southern part, which is now Muskoka.  
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PAT BOYER 
Once Muskoka was being opened up the early resolution on the floor of the legislature 
came from none other than William Lyon Mackenzie in 1852 - the man who had led the 
armed rebellion against the government in the province in 1837.  Mackenzie had escaped 
to New York, but in 1850 he came back to Ontario with his family.  Mackenzie was 
rehabilitated as a member of the legislature, winning election in the first election that 
came up in Haldimand County.  And in the legislature in 1852, William Lyon McKenzie 
brought in a resolution urging that the Muskoka area be opened for colonization.  And 
with a lot of debate, because many people felt this should be kept as a preserve for the 
Aboriginal people, but the majority prevailed and that was the politics - a push up north 
into these further areas. 
 
STEWART KING 
Obajewanung describes a place, a sheltered cove in the Muskokas, and was used by the 
in-land river travelers.  The foliage and the protection offered by the cove was such that it 
covered you almost like a blanket.  So it got the name Obajewanung, it became a 
common stopping point for all travelers of the river.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
The natives there had a very large village.  There were about 20 huts, they grew corn and 
potatoes and fished in the Indian River.  Because the natives had a very established 
community here, you could say that Port Carling was the very first settlement in 
Muskoka.  It was a native settlement but it had homes, it had agriculture - it was an 
established community.  And the European settlers, when they came to Muskoka, would 
often travel to the Indian Village, as it was called, and get corn and get provisions.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The Canadian Government began surveying some of the region into townships, and they 
began an advertising campaign - mainly Europe, Britain and Europe, to land hungry 
peasants who dreamed of having farms of their own, where they wouldn’t be enthralled 
to a landlord.  And that really appealed to a lot of rather poor Europeans.  And of course 
they began building roads because without access roads this new Eden was not going to 
be available.  And they built about 15 or 16 access roads extending from existing 
settlements into the bush. The most successful of all these colonization roads was the old 
Muskoka road.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
One early settler enticed by the promise of land in Muskoka was Thomas McMurray of 
England. 
 
THOMAS MCMURRAY (V.O.) 
I was favorably impressed with the position of Muskoka.  Its proximity to Toronto, and 
its unlimited water facilities, led me to conclude that if the soil was what the surveyors 
reported it to be, that eventually it must become a place of considerable importance.  
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 1-4 
 
 
The McCabes 

1. Help Mother McCabe make it as an entrepreneur: 
a. Create an advertisement for Mother McCabe’s Stir-About or the 

Freemason’s Arms 
b. Design a brand identity for Mother McCabe’s Stir-About – i.e. a logo, a 

business card, a website, etc. 
 
First Nations History, Lifestyles & The Language and the Land 

1. Every culture has their own interpretation of how their people came to be, the 
creation of elements in their landscape, or how events in their past unfolded.  
Select a culture and examine its history. Create a comic strip illustrating one of 
the selected culture’s stories. Cultural examples include:  Native, Christian, 
Greek, Roman, etc.   

a. Discuss the terms ‘mythology,’ ‘legend’ and their appropriate uses.  Do 
these cultures consider their stories myths or history? 

2. There are many places in Muskoka and Canada whose names are Native, or are 
derivatives of Native words.  Have students select a location with a Native name 
and find out the meaning of that name, the language from which it comes, the 
Nation who resides/resided there, etc.  Have students present this information on a 
large map or in a brochure.  Examples:  Muskoka, Niagara, Canada, etc. 

3. Traditionally, the Anishinabek would relocate during the year, according to the 
seasons and the availability of food and resources.  The cycles of the moon would 
help the Anishinabek to know when various foods and resources would be 
available.  Research the cycles of the moon and how they correlate with the 
various seasons.   

a. Create a food calendar with illustrations of the different moons.  
Document the indigenous foods and resources that would be available 
during each of the cycles/seasons. 

b. Each Student will create a recipe page based on a recipe that uses 
indigenous ingredients.  Together, the class will create a recipe book, 
organized by season and food availability.  A website or a physical 
book/binder would be the end result. 

4. Research the historic differences between two North American Native Nations, 
considering:  food, dress, shelter, territory, and transportation.  Do the nations still 
have active populations today?  Why or why not?  How have they changed?  
What is the economic driver in their communities today? 

5. Tool Knapping – Check out the ‘Extras’ section on the Manitoulin DVD, Island 
of Great Spirit, to find a brief video on tool knapping & creating arrowheads, with 
demonstrations by Dr. Pat Julig.  There are also many videos on the internet 
detailing tool knapping methods.  Tool knapping is a long held, traditional skill 
that is inexpensive to practice.  There may be an elder or ‘Knapper’ in your area 
who can assist in teaching the class this skill. 
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6. Research the relationship that the Native people had with the fur traders.  
a. It is the Native population that ensured the success and survival of the fur 

traders in Canada. Prove this statement. 
b. Canadian identity is embedded in the relationship that the fur traders and 

early settlers had with the Native populations. “The power of diversity in 
Canada has a long history, stretching back four centuries to the Aboriginal 
idea of the inclusive circle” (John Ralston Saul). Describe how Canada’s 
current foreign affairs policies and international involvement reflects this 
opinion. 

i. Resource:  John Ralston Saul, John Ralston. A Fair Country: 
Telling Truths About Canada. Toronto: Viking Canada, 2008    
ISBN 978-0-670-06804-3  

 
Geology 

1. Investigate the rocks in your backyard.  Students are asked to find three rock 
samples  - detailing where they found them, identify the kind of rock they are, and 
the rock’s industrial uses.  All students will bring in their rocks for a class ‘Gem 
Show.’  Students can create a shadow box with their rock samples or present their 
information through a PowerPoint.  Students should document the find sites, 
and/or take photos of their local rocks and rock formations. 

2. Geology is the study of rocks and geologists are the people who study them. 
There are many different types of geologists: 

1. Mineralogists study minerals. 
2. Petrologists study rocks. 
3. Structural geologists study how plate tectonics move and 

squish rocks. 
4. Paleontologists study Earth history and fossils. 
5. Geomorphologists study how the land surface is shaped by 

water, wind and ice. 
ii. The Muskoka area is a “gold mine” for geologists.  Research why 

this area would be such a draw for them. 
iii.  Choose one type of geologist and imagine they have come to 

Muskoka.  Based on real facts that you have researched, create a 
diary that this scientist might have kept over a period of time.  
Include their musings, possible theories, and personal thoughts. 

 
War of 1812 

1. Investigate further the War of 1812. Produce a “Heritage Minute” and re-enact 
any significant moment during the War’s history.  Students without access to 
video cameras could produce a stop frame animation with real actors, puppets or 
dolls. 

2. Re-enact a battle from the War of 1812 – using the fighting styles of the various 
groups involved.  This can become a school wide event (similar to actual War of 
1812 re-enactments), and include ‘retailers,’ food and craft, and all of the 
important 1812 characters (i.e. Tecumseh, Brock). 
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3. Have students research how the War of 1812 affected their home county.  Were 
there raids there?  A militia unit?  Was the Native population from the area 
involved?  Have students present their information as a newspaper article – or 
blog entry.   

4. The War of 1812 ended in a stalemate.  In 1829 a new border between the US and 
Canada was negotiated, without the input of First Nations allies.  Have students 
pair off.  One of the students will play the role of either the Canadian or American 
resident, the other a settler or native whose territory has just been awarded to their 
enemy.  Have the two exchange a series of letters or e-mails.  What will they do 
now that the one’s territory has been awarded to their enemy? Has the 
government been of any help?  How are they treated by their new government?  
Partners should work out the relationship they have with one another before 
beginning – are they relatives? Lovers?  Militiamen? 

5. History has seen the outbreak of countless wars over border conflicts.  Have 
students research a border conflict of their choice.  Has the conflict been 
resolved?  How did territorial ownership change?  Were their resource related 
reasons for the conflict? Present the material in a PowerPoint to the class. 

 
Surveying the Land. 

1. Have students map the school (inside or out) using tape measures and graph paper. 
2. If students have access to GPS units, have them map the area around the school, or 
a specific area of the local town. 
3. Students download the satellite map of their neighbourhood and mark all 
significant spots on the map: home, friends’ houses, local eateries, parks, arenas, etc. 
Surveying was a difficult 
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Chapters 5-7: Settlement Activities – Taming the North 
 
Chapter 5 – Steam! 
 
Synopsis 
A.P. Cockburn saw the potential for Muskoka’s lakes, and promised the government 
steamers for the area’s waters if locks and roads were built.  Settlers and commerce were 
sure to follow. 

• Port Carling lock 
• The Wenonah 

 
Chapter 5 Transcript 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The response to the government’s attempts in luring people into the new Eden of the 
Canadian bush was very disappointing.  As a matter of fact by 1865 government officials 
were considering abandoning the whole effort, and just leaving the Muskoka and Parry 
Sound as a gigantic Indian Reserve.  That idea almost happened, but as it turned out one 
particular man apparently came along just at the right moment and reversed this 
possibility.  
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
Yez’ll be preachers then 
 
A.P. COCKBURN 
No, not really - we're in search of land - opportunity. 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
Ah, have I got an opportunity for you! It's called stir-about you see. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
It was in 1865 that a gentleman from Victoria County whose name was Alexander Peter 
Cockburn, A.P. Cockburn as most people called him, first paid a visit to Muskoka.  A.P. 
Cockburn at that time was a young but promising merchant who had established himself 
in Orillia.  He had heard a lot about this new region of Muskoka, in the free grant country 
where people were being encourage to settle.  And so in the fall of 1865 Mr. Cockburn 
decided to gratify his curiosity by taking a treck through the Free Grant lands to see for 
himself what they were like.  He made a trek up the Bobcaygeon road, up to where 
Dorset now is.  After several weeks their supplies began to run short and they walked 
down the Muskoka Road to Gravenhurst and fortunately they checked in at Mrs. 
McCabe's tavern. 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
So, what do you think of our Lake Muskoka? Almost as lovely as the old country. 
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A.P. COCKBURN 
Well, we have been up north on the upper lakes.  Seen the Magnetawan, but I don’t think 
we will make it to see Lake Muskoka. 
 
MOTHER MCCABE 
You nay be seein’ lake Muskoka?  Well - you can't leave the upper lakes without seein' 
Lake Muskoka!  Mickey!! Mickey! You take these fine lads out to see our Lake - they’ll 
nay be going anywhere without seein' our lake! 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
So they requisitioned somebody's rowboat and they rowed up more or less the length of 
Lake Muskoka.  It was very fortunate that A.P. Cockburn made this trek because he 
afterwards decided to make it his life's work to promote and develop the Muskoka district 
and to advance its interests.  Colborne was one of the first to sense that this land of lakes 
and islands and rugged scenery might make ideal sportsman’s terrain.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
A.P. Cockburn realized what the native people had known for millennia - that the best 
way to navigate the Canadian Shield was by boat.  And in Cockburn’s case, that meant 
steamships.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
As a result of Mr. Cockburn's trek through the Muskoka region he wrote a little pamphlet 
which he submitted to Thomas Darcy McGee, one of the Fathers of Confederation, who 
was minister of Agriculture in the Ontario government at the time, and in the pamphlet 
Mr. Cockburn made a bold proposal: he said that if the government would agree to 
survey more townships for settlement and make various improvements to the roads and to 
navigation, Colborne would put a steam boat in service on the Muskoka Lakes.  
 
PAT BOYER 
And one of the things was to build the locks at Port Carling, because coming between 
Lake Rousseau and Lake Muskoka on the Indian River, there is a drop and boats couldn’t 
get through there.  So he needed the government to build the lock and make it navigable 
waters - and he did build the steamships. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
So he built the Wenonah, and launched her in the spring of 1866.  The Wenonah was a 
rather ungainly looking little side-wheeler.  She was just 80 feet in length, built of local 
wood, and hauling the boiler and machinery in for it must have been extremely expensive 
and difficult over the Muskoka road.  Even when he had that steamboat ready to go, there 
were no charts of the lakes to indicate where the rocks and shoals might be, most of them 
were discovered by the boat crews the hard way, by - in other words, by running aground 
on them.  So it was an extremely risky adventure that Colborne was trying to launch.  
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NANCY THOMPSON 
Once the steamships came through it certainly opened up all of Muskoka, Bracebridge in 
particular, because we were the head of Navigation for the Muskoka River.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
And along with that he established a stagecoach service, linking Gravenhurst with 
Washago, because there would have been no point in running the boat if he didn’t have 
some link with the outside world.  For that matter, he also established a large store in 
Gravenhurst, the first that Gravenhurst ever had, which he soon assigned to his brother. 
By doing that Cockburn transformed Gravenhurst into a transshipping centre, where 
stages and steamboats could connect.  
 
 
Chapter 6 – Free Land! 
 
Synopsis 
The Free Grant and Homesteads Act of the 1860’s lured settlers to the Shield 
with the promise of hundreds of acres of free farmland – if they could 
survive on it for 5 years.   

• Free Grant and Homesteads Act 
• The Northern Advocate – Muskoka’s first paper 
• Rock farming 
• The allure of the Canadian West 

 
Chapter 6 Transcript 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
By 1868 Colborne had gotten himself elected to the Provincial legislature, and there he 
persuaded the government of John Sandfield Macdonald to renew its push to get people 
into Muskoka, and to pass the Free Grant and Homestead Act. 
 
PAT BOYER 
Now what was the deal with the Free Grant Land Act, basically anyone who was over 18 
could get up to 200 acres of land, on the condition that they would build a residence, a 
building on it, 16 by 20, within the first year, that they would clear 2 acres of land a year 
and live on the property for at least 6 months in the year.  The final kicker in the Free 
Grant Land Act was that after 5 years of fulfilling those conditions you would get the 
deed to that property.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
There was a renewed advertising campaign at the same time and fortunately the Free 
Grant Act resulted in an increase in the number of settlers moving into Muskoka.  
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SUSAN PRYKE 
They actually put together pamphlets that said, ‘It’s very easy to farm in Muskoka. You 
simply come, drop your plough in the ground and the land will till up so nicely and then 
you can plant your seeds and everything will be fine.’  
 
SILENT FILM:  THE HOMESTEADER IN MUSKOKA PART 1; BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
 
PAT BOYER 
Now the first newspaper that was started in Muskoka was by Thomas McMurray, and it 
was ‘The Northern Advocate.’  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
For the period of the 1860's McMurray was writing tirelessly in support of the 
colonization effort and trying to induce people to come to Muskoka. 
 
THOMAS MCMURRAY (V.O.) 
The average amount of land fit for cultivation will probably be about two-thirds.  
Splendid samples of wheat have been raised in the district, oats grow luxuriantly and pay 
well, great crops of turnips and potatoes are also raised.  Vegetables of all kinds do well, 
as do Apple trees and berry bushes. 
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
I am not entirely sure that everything he said was accurate, but he certainly was a great 
fan of Muskoka.  
 
KEN VIETCH 
So much information that was provided to those poor folks in Europe and England in 
particular, was so misleading it was incredible.  The rock and I don’t know what they 
mean by this, but it said, ‘it is by no means absolute rock.’  But they also go on to talk 
about, the rock being: ‘a wonderful storehouse for heat and as a reservoir of moisture, 
which it gives out in times of summer dryness.’  I guess people would look at that say 
well it must be like a sponge.  It would just soak up the water and pour it back out.  
 
SILENT FILM:  THE HOMESTEADER IN MUSKOKA PART 2; BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THE CLOSER TO THE TRUTH SOCIETY 
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Some people once they came up the Muskoka Road and they saw those rocks looming up 
by the sides of the roads and some of them just turned around and when back. They 
frightened them. 
 
NANCY TAPLEY (ON ROCK FENCE) 
We're sitting up in the fields which where originally settled in 1877 by the Wilder family.  
Edward Wilder came with his son and his three nephews; they settled five sections of 
land up here.  They thought they were going to farm it.  It's pretty dry, it's mostly rock,  
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NANCY TAPLEY (ON ROCK FENCE CONTINUED) 
and where there isn't rock, it's mostly gravel.  The stones of course had to come off the 
field, if you were going to till the fields you couldn't - you can't plow rock.  So all these 
rocks had to be moved by hand, with a stone boat and a team of horses.   This field is 
high and dry by, usually April of the year.  That's good if you want it dry, but it's not 
really good if you need moisture in the soil.  What did do well on this kind of terrain were 
sheep and for a while Muskoka was world famous for Muskoka Lamb.  The problem of 
course with having livestock in the late 1800's and the early 1900's, and even today is, 
where you had land like this, you had wildlife.  The bears of course would take the lambs.  
And the wolves would take the sheep, and the hawks would take the chickens, and the 
foxes would take the chickens.  And if you had anything left at the end of the day you 
were farming.  They finally gave up on that and most of them moved to Michigan where 
the farming was better.  But some of them stayed for a long time.  One of the Wilder 
family sold their property to Mr. Macklewain, Mr. Macklewain's property is where my 
family now lives at Bondi Village.  But, this is pretty typical of the Muskoka farms. 
 
PAT BOYER 
There are pockets of Muskoka that have great soil and including right around 
Bracebridge.  The problem was the Canadian Shield, it‘s a fundamentally different 
geologic formation - this is the oldest rock in the world.  And the soils that were there 
were sparse, spongy soils with vegetation - that had put up large trees, but they had taken 
a long time to grow and once they came down, it was found that there was very little soil 
under much of this territory 
 
KEN VIETCH 
And the rains come down, and pretty soon that very light bush soil, that dominates in the 
bush, washed away.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
It can hardly be said that the colonization was a great success, especially since by the 
1870's and 1880's the prairies became available and by about 1883-84, the Canadian 
Pacific railway had been built to provide a link with the west.  And people soon realized 
that they could farm much more profitably out in Manitoba than they could in Muskoka 
and produce far greater yields.  That was an important reason why farming declined in 
Muskoka because a lot of people abandoned Muskoka for the west.  Or, in many cases 
discouraged settlers began abandoning their farms permanently, or temporarily to work in 
the lumber camps - to get themselves a little bit of quick cash.  
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Chapter 7 – To the Woods 
 
Synopsis 
Immense stands of white pine stretched across the North and were quickly exploited by 
the lumber barons of the 1800’s.  Settlers who were facing hardship on the farm turned to 
lumber camps in the winter to supplement their incomes. 

• Farmers to Lumberjacks 
• Georgian Bay Lumber Company 
• The story of Go Home Lake 
• The dangers of logging 

 
Chapter 7 Transcript 
 
SILENT FILM:  THE HOMESTEADER IN MUSKOKA PART 3; BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THE MINISTRY OF FORESTS 
 
PAT BOYER 
Lumbering is really important in Muskoka District development because this area had 
tremendous stands of original white pine and hardwood.  
 
GEORGE LUPTON 
The pine logs in the late 1800’s were still from 30 inches up in size and a lot them were 
over four and five feet on the stump. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
A. P. Cockburn had some interests in the lumber trade, although not too much is known 
about them, but it is known that in 1865 he persuaded his father to start logging in the 
Muskoka district, and also to establish a sawmill on the lower Musquash River, 
somewhere close to Georgian Bay.  Trying to export sawn lumber down the Muskoka 
Road simply did not make sense because the lumber would have had to be hauled in 
wagons and the roads were dreadful. 
 
JIM ANGUS 
Sawmills started to grow up all around the Georgian Bay.  The first one was at Port 
Severn.  The Port Severn mill dated back to 1830; it was built for the Indians.  There was 
an Indian reserve established at Coldwater and they built - the government built a sawmill 
at Port Severn to cut lumber for their houses.  When confederation finally took place they 
set aside a huge track of land in Muskoka, Parry Sound and Haliburton, and they sold that 
timber to the lumbermen, and that brought the Americans into the picture, including 
Anson Green Phelps-Dodge who started the Georgian Bay Lumber Company.  The 
Georgian Bay Lumber Company was one of the largest lumber companies in Ontario, 
second only probably to the fabled J.R. Booth of Ottawa.  When Anson Green Phelps-
Dodge came into Ontario in 1866 he bought eight sawmills - all the sawmills around 
Georgian Bay.  
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GWEN ROBINSON 
The Georgian Bay company a year after they opened their doors, ran their first log run all 
the way down from Fairy and Vernon Lakes, outside of Huntsville, all the way down lake 
Muskoka, along the Muskoka River, and into Go Home Lake.  Go Home Lake was 
perfect because it had two rivers that exited the lake, one is the Go Home River at the 
north end of the Lake and at the south end is the Musquash River.  They could also easily 
flood the lake, they could create a damn and raise the water level by 12 feet, which they 
did and that provided them with a flush in the Spring to get the logs down the log chutes, 
which they had built to transport the logs down into the bay where they were tied into 
booms.  Sometimes 40 and 50 thousand logs in a boom to be towed to mills.  
 
GEORGE LUPTON 
This particular piece of equipment here was a ‘peavey,’ and this was used when they 
were driving logs in the river or dumping logs into the river from the banks.  The peavey 
here was used to pry logs loose it was also used when a man would be standing on a log 
and he would drive the pike in here as to balance to hold himself.  The logs had a 
tendency to hang up, like they would come along and catch something and pause and the 
logs behind it would start to pile up - next thing you had was what you called had a 
‘logjam.’  So when that log stuck somebody had to get there fast and get it going again. 
 
GWEN ROBINSON 
Sandy Gray was a logger, he was a lumberjack and he was the foreman of a job.  He was 
bringing a crew of men with the logs, down the Muskoka River and they encountered a 
huge logjam just below the falls, just north of the lake.  It was a Sunday morning and this 
Sandy Gray, the Foreman of the job, had to do something about this logjam, he had to get 
the logs moving.  So they tried to free it up using their pike poles and that wasn't 
successful.  So he decided that he would have to use some explosives to get the logjam 
moving again, which quite often they had to do.  But unfortunately, the logjam blew, he 
got caught underneath and actually drowned under this pile of logs and his body was 
found at the narrows, just below where the logjam was and they recovered the body and 
his ashes were buried on a point just below where he lost his life. 
 
GEORGE LUPTON 
You go along these rivers throughout Ontario here, you will find an awful lot of graves 
along the river driving. 
 
GWEN ROBINSON 
For the loggers who had been spending months out in the bush, logging, working in the 
lumber camps, running the logs down the rivers, when they got to the Go Home Lake 
area they could “Go Home” because that was the final link, it was the final run of the 
logs.  So they were finished when they got to that point  - hence they named the area Go 
Home Lake, Go Home River , Go Home Bay.  
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 5-7 
 
 
Attracting Settlers 

1. Write a letter to the government, or a speech for addressing parliament, from 
Cockburn’s perspective.  Try to convince the government that building a lock in 
Port Carling is a good idea.  Consider the situation of the time – there were not 
that many people in the Muskoka District, there was already a Native village at 
the site, who was going to actually use this lock?  The speeches can be performed 
for the class – an award could be presented to whom ever was the most 
convincing. 

2. Design your own brochure to attract settlers to Muskoka.  Pretend you are a 
government lands agent.  Remember the circumstances of the day – poor 
accessibility and rocky land.  Are you honest with prospective farmers/settlers 
about the quality of the area?  Do you stand to profit if more settlers come to the 
area? 

a. OR Create an advertisement for Cockburn’s Wenonah.  
3. Design the cover and copy of the first page of the first issue of the Northern 

Advocate.  This can be done in groups, where one student plays the role of the 
editor, another the artist/photographer, other students can be journalists.  Who 
would your readership be?  What kinds of stories would the readership be 
interested in?  Would they be educated? 

a. OR A less involved activity would be to have each student write the first 
editorial for the first issue of the Northern Advocate. 

 
Settlers’ Lifestyles & the Free Lands & Homestead Act 

1. When settlers came to claim their Free Grant lands, many of them knew very little 
about the country they found themselves in.  Few knew that lakes and rocks were 
abundant in the area and that farming would not be a viable pursuit on most of the 
Free Grant lands.  Post a map of the Parry Sound district.  Have students ‘Pin the 
tail on the donkey’ – one at a time, a blind folded student will place a pin with 
their name on it somewhere on the map, denoting their tract of free grant land.  
Based on their pin’s location on the map, students will have to write a journal 
about their most recent trip into the nearest town for supplies.  Based on the 
locations ‘chosen’ by students, some will have more difficulty in their travels than 
others in terms of road access, boat travel, etc.  In the journal, have students 
discuss the supplies required and their financial situations.  If there is a neighbour 
within close proximity, or on their intended route, students may work with them 
to ‘get to town.’  

2. Essay Question:  Was it ethical for the Canadian Government to prod settlers into 
moving to the Canadian Shield with promises of agricultural land, even though 
not much was known of the area?  What were the government’s motivations for 
doing this?  Do these motivations legitimate the ‘Free Grant Land’ ploy?  Some 
settlers were very successful farmers – should the government shoulder the blame 
for those that failed? 
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3. Students are asked to research their own family’s heritage (have them chose either 
their paternal or maternal ancestry – unless they are keen to do both).  When 
researching, they should uncover the country that their family originated from, the 
type of work that most of the family was involved in (i.e. farming, milling, 
mining, etc.), any famous people who were members of the family, the meaning 
of their family’s name (if any), reasons why the family came to Canada, and any 
hardships the family endured – either in their country of origin, or in Canada.  
First Nations students can research their clan, the history of their band, and the 
history of their Nation.  Students should also research the cultural nuances of their 
country of origin (or First Nation), including: traditional culture, arts, and 
entertainment, traditional festivals, traditional foods, and popular sports. 

4. Interview an Elder:  Interview a family member or Elder regarding their ancestry 
and the history of their people/family.  Students will use this information to 
compile a short documentary film on their family’s history.  If students do not 
have access to video cameras, they can create a family scrapbook with transcribed 
interview text and family photos or drawings. 

 
Colonizing Western Canada 

1. The Canadian Government, the Railways, and settlement companies launched 
comprehensive advertising campaigns to encourage settlers from other Canadian 
provinces and from overseas to take up farms in the Western provinces.  Have 
students create a poster (either using photoshop or through traditional artistic 
means) to encourage settlers to move out west.   If the student is familiar with 
another language, they may create a poster to advertise to the language’s native 
speakers (as if the poster were posted in their country of origin). 

2. Divide students into partners.  Have one partner imagine that they are one of the 
settlers who has decided to pick up and move from the Muskoka District to one of 
the Western provinces.  The other partner will have decided to stay in Muskoka 
(out of financial necessity or choice).  Have the two exchange a series of letters.  
The Western settler should detail how life is different out West, and the Parry 
Sound should discuss the hardships of settling in the Muskoka district. Partners 
should work out the relationship they have with one another before beginning – 
are they relatives? Lovers?  Ex-lovers? 

 
Lumbering 

1. Write a short story about one worker’s life during this time. For example, look at 
the life of a lumberjack.  Research what it was like at a lumber camp in northern 
Ontario, or breaking a log jam on a river in the spring.  Focus your story on a 
personal incident in the every day life of a lumberjack.  

a. Other possible points of view: a cook in a lumber camp in the winter; wife 
of a lumberjack who stays behind all winter with the twelve children (one 
on the way) and works hard farming in the summer alongside her husband, 
along with making the clothes, churning the butter, dressing freshly killed 
meat, keeping house, etc; a child of one of the lumberjacks; a merchant 
who owns a shop where supplies are bought for the lumber camps, a 
bootlegger who smuggles liquor for his lumberjack customers; a girlfriend 
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of one of the rugged lumberjacks waiting to be married; a newly 
immigrated  teenage boy anxious to get into the bush and cutting lumber;  
a new immigrant lured by the promise of free land and bountiful harvests;  
a writer for the local paper.   

2. Open Mic Night.   
a. Student groups practice and perform the various old ballads of the 

lumberjacks.  iTunes has examples of some of these old tunes. Students 
could dress up accordingly in plaid and boots.  Everyone would bring non-
alcoholic drink mixtures to serve at the celebration.  The classroom could 
be set with table and chairs, as if a restaurant or tavern.  Students may 
have access to a karaoke machine.  Students may “perform” as an air band 
to any one of the recordings of these old songs. 

b. Some suggestions for Lumberjack songs: 
i. The Canadian Lumber Jack - Stompin' Tom Connors;  

ii. Lumberjack - Johnny Cash; 
iii. Log Rolling - Uncle Billy McCrea, Deep River of Song 
iv. The Log Jam- David Darling and Barry Lopez, River Notes  
v. Log Driver's Waltz   sung by a variety of singers including Copper 

Sky, Michael Mitchell 
3. In Chapter 7, To the Woods, the silent film technique is used to illustrate a 

moment in Muskoka’s past.  Re-create another moment in the Island’s past using 
the silent film style and technique.  Present your material in a video or as a skit. 

4. Consider the situation of Muskoka.  What made these towns ideal locations for 
the lumber industry?  

5. Map the logging routes along the rivers and tributaries.  
6. Create a timeline of development of the district of Muskoka as the lumber 

industry flourished. 
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Chapters 8 & 9: The Muskoka Club & the Push for Tourism 
 
 
Chapter 8 – Backpackers in the Wilderness 
 
Synopsis 
In the late 1800’s, during the early days of tourism many American visitors came to 
Muskoka’s shores.  They fished, hunted and camped in the wilderness, but it wasn’t long 
before the area’s visitors began knocking on the doors of settlers, looking for some of the 
comforts of home. 

• Early tourism 
• Bondi Village beginnings 
• The Native presence in Port Carling 

 
Chapter 8 Transcript 
 
SILENT FILM:  THE HOMESTEADER IN MUSKOKA PART 4; BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
 
JIM ANGUS 
Tourism really started about the 1860's; some adventurous fishermen sojourned into the 
north, the Canadian Press Association used to go up in northern Muskoka and along the 
Severn River and they wrote articles.  These articles were read by sportsmen in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania and they formed fishing and hunting clubs. 
 
DOUG SMITH 
After the Civil War some of the soldiers would get together for reunions.  Part of what 
they did was go hunting and fishing and they had heard by then that there was good 
hunting and fishing up in this area.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
So they started coming to Muskoka and they camped, and some of them camped en 
masse.  So you’d have great clubs like the Pittsburg Club, the Iron City Club, the Solid 
Comfort Club.  The men came first without their wives and they came to fish, they had a 
great time, but you know camping out is sometimes pretty rough and they would go to 
the farmhouse first to get some bread or some milk, ask the farmers wife if she would 
bake them a loaf of bread, would they be able to spare some milk? 
 
NANCY TAPLEY  
My grandparents, Joseph and Elizabeth Tapley came here from England.  They bought 
this farm from Mr. Macklewain, and tried to farm.  The farm they bought actually had 
some very good and tillable soil.  There was potato and corn, and peas, and beans, and 
whatever they could grow.  In his diaries he talks one year about having a hundred and 
thirty-five rows of potatoes running down to the lake.  My grandmother Elizabeth got to 
hand pick all of the potato beetles.  They would sell produce to the people that were up  
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NANCY TAPLEY (CONTINUED) 
here, they'd sell it to the people that came up from Philadelphia, New York, and would 
stay all summer.  They'd come here and they'd buy their meat, and their vegetables, and 
their milk, and their eggs.  And that was a good source of income.  But along with that 
came the people who said, 'whoa, you've got a nice shore front, isn't this lovely?  Isn't this 
quiet?  Could we put a tent a long the shore?'  And it didn't take a rocket scientist to 
figure out you got paid more to let them put up a tent, which required nothing, than you 
were getting paid to pick the beetles off 135 rows of potatoes.   
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Gradually the farmers realized, ‘Well, we could, you know - if you want to come and 
have a meal, you can come to our home and we will give you a home cooked meal.’  So, 
little by little the farmers realized that if they opened their homes to the sportsmen that 
this was a better way to make a living.  It provided the ability to stay in Muskoka because 
what you could not grow in crops you could now buy with some ready cash.  
 
Natives had an important part to play in the establishment of tourism in Muskoka; they 
helped build the hotels, they acted as guides to the best fishing locations - so that if you 
had an encampment of people from Pittsburg, businessmen and entrepreneurs who had 
come up to fish, it would be the natives who would take them out to the fishing spots.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The Wenonah made her first appearance at Port Carling in 1866 and the first bush store 
was established up there at that time.  And it wasn’t very long afterwards that the 
provincial government finally got around to its promise to improve navigation by 
building locks at Port Carling. All of this inevitably turned Port Carling into first, a 
construction site, and then into a small permanent village - a lock station on the 
waterways.  And the unhappy native people soon found themselves crowded out.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Their Chief Pegahmagabow actually asked the British if he could stay here, even though 
the treaty had been signed and they were supposed to vacate the Port Carling area.  He 
did ask if he might keep his band here.  He was not successful in that request. 
 
JAMES BARTLEMAN 
And the people from the Indian Village in Port Carling were sent to Parry Island - it was 
then called Parry Island.  So they went from living in their own cabins, with a 
horticultural type of lifestyle, to living in tents once again, hunting and fishing once 
again, and forgotten by history.  When the Native people were banished from Port 
Carling in the 1870's, the people of the village thought they were rid of the Native people, 
but in fact, every summer Native people came from farther south and they set up their 
tee-pees, and their tents, and fished as they always had.  Then they discovered that these 
tourists were interested in handicraft and so they began to make handicraft in the winter 
months to bring it to sell.  The local people tried to have them removed, but in a fit of 
generosity, the government of the day created a small reserve in the village - about three 
or four acres.  But it was a beautiful spot, and remains a beautiful spot, with tall pine 
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JAMES BARTLEMAN (CONTINUED) 
trees, right along the Indian River, it was a very peaceful place, and that was where my 
mother grew up.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
And of course Port Carling was an ideal place for the natives to practice that commerce, 
because it was right at the heart of Muskoka where there were steamboats coming and 
going all the time.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
By 1872, both the Port Carling lock and the Port Sandfield canal were fully functioning 
and then steamers could extend their routes to the two upper lakes, Lake Rosseau and 
Lake Joseph, as far as Rosseau village and Port Cockburn.  Cockburn in 1869 met an 
American hotelkeeper named William Pratt, somewhere in New York, we don't know 
where.  But he seems to have induced William Pratt to visit Muskoka.  Pratt decided that 
the place he wanted was a fine hilltop at the head of Lake Rosseau, where Rosseau 
village now stands and where you get a magnificent view down the lakes.  By 1870 Mr. 
Pratt had his hotel largely completed so that he could take his first guests.  Pratt was 
taking an incredible risk because he was trying to run a resort hotel in the middle of 
nowhere, in a region that most people had never heard about.  Pratt apparently figured 
that people would take the trouble to go to a remote resort hotel in the bush provided that 
they were royally treated once they arrived. 
 
 
Chapter 9 – The Muskoka Club 
 
Synopsis 
The members of The Muskoka Club, who included Bain and Campbell, were keen on 
‘roughing it’ in the bush.  However, the idea of vacationing in the North had taken off 
and hotels began to appear on the landscape to accommodate those who were looking for 
more luxury.  

• Pratt’s Rosseau House 
• The Muskoka Club 

 
Chapter 9 Transcript 
 
ELIZABETH 
Would you buffoons mind - I am busy creating very important art - you’re in my way! 
 
BAIN 
Elizabeth, why on earth would you want to paint such an atrocity! 
 
ELIZABETH 
Well I simply grew tired of painting trees and rocks and water, and water and rocks and 
trees. 
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CAMPBELL 
Dear sister, we also have made a 'little sketch' about Pratts-es. 
 
BAIN 
Which we’ll impart to you all that one needs to know about that heinous growth on the 
landscape. 
 
BAIN/CAMPBELL 
Peace and plenty in our dwelling, 
Beef and biscuits in our store, 
Oatmeal, all oatmeal excelling, 
Where's the wretch would ask for more?  
Let him go and live at Pratts-es,  
Roost a while with Dugal Brown,  
Where mothers and their noisy brats-es,  
Long to pay their traps for town. 
Far from gasolier's and lustre's 
Sickly artificial light. 
Every eve our party musters 
Round this campfire burning bright, 
None may sleep while Signor Sandi 
Leads the philharmonic din, 
As we raise our voices while he 
Plays upon his violin. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Not everyone seemingly appreciated Mr. Pratt's new hotel up at Rosseau.  
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
After their very successful first mission out there to the woods these two came back the 
next year bringing more friends with them.  Over a couple of years they had these 
expeditions and eventually reached Lake Joseph and they found a lovely island up in the 
north end of Lake Joseph and there they established what became the Muskoka Club. 
Every summer a group of their young friends would come up. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Even some ladies who were willing to be unconventional and come and trek out into the 
bush. 
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
They would have a camp; they would enjoy fishing and canoe trips.  They made contact 
with a lot of First Nations people who lived in the area, who showed them where the 
canoe routes were, and where the fishing spots were and it was a very educated group and 
they had a lot of fun and they produced a wonderful journal every summer too of all their 
antics. 
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SUSAN PRYKE 
Their adventure prompted others to follow suit and it became a very fashionable thing to 
do to go up and rough it in the bush.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The feelings of the club are perhaps best expressed by D.H.C. Mason, Elizabeth 
Campbell’s son.   
 
D.H.C. MASON (V.O.) 
They came to the wilds to leave the city, not to bring it with them.  Luxury would have 
seemed to them as much out of place as oriental rugs, and spring beds in a tent.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
You can imagine the reaction of the club when John Campbell’s father James decided to 
construct a cottage within plain view of Yoho Island.  
 
CAMPBELL 
Would you just look at the garish mansion they're building on Chief's Island. 
 
BAIN 
Yes, it is quite bourgeois.  It looks as if the owner is out to inspect his castle. Elizabeth. 
 
ELIZABETH 
James 
 
CAMPBELL 
How big do you think it is?  It has to be 13, maybe even 14 feet across. A monstrosity by 
any standard. 
 
ELIZABETH 
Why don't you two just leave father alone! Oh look, now he's seen us. Hello Father! 
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 8 & 9 
 
 
The Muskoka Club 

1. In groups, students write their own poem in the style of the Muskoka Club.  It can 
be based on an historic moment or event presented in the film, or a camping or 
nature experience of their own.  Perform the poem with the accompaniment of 
improvised instruments.  You may want to point out that Muskoka Club had a 
conservationist attitude, which they portrayed in their poems.  This may also be a 
theme that students might wish to pursue. 

2. Plan a camp out in the vain of the Muskoka Club – cut back on the amenities, do 
some canoeing, fishing, and sleep in tents.  Leave no trace of your stay behind.  
Resource: http://www.ontarioparks.com/ 

 
Tourism 
1. With the advent of tourism in Muskoka, increasingly important people were coming 

to the area, including Prime Minister Borden.  Choose an important figure from 
Muskoka’s past (they do not necessarily have to be from Muskoka, but should have 
influenced Muskoka’s development in some way).  Figures can be selected from the 
video or from another source.  The students should research their chosen figure and 
then take on the persona of that figure in a presentation in front of the class, providing 
information and holding the class’s attention.   

a. A ‘cocktail reception’ for the homecoming of all of Muskoka’s best 
and brightest is another possibility for this event. 

2. Think of Muskoka through a ‘tourism lens.’  Why would tourists want to come to 
Muskoka?  What would they do once there? 

a. Plan an ad campaign to get tourists to Muskoka. 
b. Offer a travel package for the Muskoka tourist.  Plan their itinerary. 
c. Use Google Maps to map out an itinerary. 
d. Write a travel brochure for Muskoka. 
e. Film a commercial to bring in tourists to the area. 
f. Write a poem about the area. 
g. Write a song about the area. 

 
Expropriation of Lands 

1. Write a letter to the government from a member of the Obajewanung (Port 
Carling) band.  How would it feel to have your home taken away?  Did the choice 
to evict the Natives have anything to do with cultural stereotypes? 
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Chapters 10-13: Industry & Expansion 
 
Chapter 10 – An Age of Expansion 
 
Synopsis 
In 1875 Gravenhurst became a transshipment point for the lower lakes when the railway 
reached the town. Bracebridge and Huntsville would flourish as the rail pushed north and 
offered tourism operators, lumbering interests and settlers access to the outside world.  

• The Northern Railway 
• Fire on the Nipissing 
• Captain George Marsh 
• Portage Flyer 

 
Chapter 10 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In spite of their love of the wild, the Muskoka Club was still pleased to take the 
steamboat from Gravenhurst on their way to Yoho Island.  But there was still one hurdle 
to overcome.  As has already been mentioned, the Muskoka Road was: 
 
MUSKOKA TRAVELLER (V.O.) 
Divided by holes in the centre of the road, filled with water, deep enough to bury horse, 
buggy and rider.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Obviously the solution to the problem was a railway.  Now in the 1870's the most 
preferred railway was the Northern Railway of Canada, which had tracks running from 
Toronto to Barrie and Collingwood on Georgian Bay.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
First you have to realize that the men who were putting together the funding for these 
railways were not going to put a railway where there wasn’t a good business case for one 
to be.  
 
DAVE POWLEY 
I don't think that we should forget that we’re going through the Precambrian Shield, the 
rock. So it was very difficult to build a railway line through the terrain.  You had to cut 
and blast the rock by hand, so the rock cuts were dug out once they were blasted by picks 
and shovel.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The Northern Railway drew much of its profits by hauling lumber out of the northern 
regions.  By the mid 1870's the region around Lake Simcoe was getting pretty well 
logged out.  The logging companies were moving farther and farther north.  It was more 
or less inevitable that the railway would have to follow the logging companies.  So I  
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RICHARD TATLEY (CONTINUED) 
believe that it was in 1871 that it began to extend its tracks north of Barrie.  By 1874 they 
extended the tracks up to the Severn River, to Severn Bridge and then again somehow in 
1875 they found the funds and managed to extend it the last 12 miles up to Gravenhurst 
and Muskoka Bay.  And for about three quarters of a century afterwards Muskoka wharf 
became the transfer center from trains to steamboats and back again.   
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In the five years following the railways connection with Gravenhurst, A.P. Cockburn’s 
steamship line doubled from three to six ships to keep up with demand.  Gravenhurst 
became a lumber town just after the railway arrived, with all these lumber companies 
moving in and establishing their mills.  By about 1880 there were at least a dozen large 
saw and shingle mills established at Gravenhurst.  At least half the population was 
employed in the sawmills, or in the lumber camps that were cutting the timber and 
sending the logs into the mills.  And Gravenhurst got to be known in those days as the 
‘Saw Dust City.’ 
 
It wasn’t difficult for the ‘river hogs’ as sometimes they were called, to feed their logs 
down the fast flowing rivers of Muskoka every spring when the snow and ice melted.  
But getting them across the lakes was a problem, and that was where steam tugs took 
over.  There were at least 30 tugs used in the Muskoka lakes between about 1876 and 
maybe 1920. 
 
PAT BOYER 
If you’re running a tourist boat, if you are trying to supply these resorts or take 
passengers and the Muskoka River, say coming from Lake Muskoka up to Bracebridge, 
is full of log you’ve got problems.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Not infrequently a steamer would find its way completely blocked by logs, for several 
hours, or worse, it would sometimes break a propeller on the logs, which would leave it 
disabled.  
 
It is rather amazing that the lumber men could be going through the area - cutting timber 
all over the place and largely ruining the forests you might say, and yet the tourist 
industry was starting up at the same period. 
 
NANCY THOMPSON 
Before the logging went through, the hunting wouldn't be very good because in a mature 
forest you don't get a lot of animals, where if you have a forest that is regenerating you 
will have a lot of young growth coming up and then you have more deer.  The fishing 
seemed to be good all the way through.  
 
PAT BOYER 
By the time the railroad reached Gravenhurst, this town of Gravenhurst did everything it 
could to prevent the railroad from going north to Bracebridge, for as long as it could.  
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RICHARD TATLEY 
It would appear that A.P. Cockburn wasn’t as anxious to see the railway pushed north 
from Gravenhurst, as he had been to get it as far as Gravenhurst.  There were even 
rumors at the time that he was trying to delay, or stall the railway for fear that its 
extension would ruin the steamboat business.  Cockburn explicitly denied this in public 
addresses.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Quite frankly there was no reason for it to move on, there wasn’t enough population in 
the area, there wasn’t any commerce that the railway owners could see as a reason to 
bring a railway further north.  All that changed when the government of Canada wanted 
to build a national railway and were building it from the east to west.  It would cross 
Ontario around Lake Nipissing and the owners of the railway that went to Gravenhurst, 
thought, ‘Hmmm, what a wonderful opportunity - and the only opportunity for Toronto to 
connect to the national line.’  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In 1886 the Railway was opened to Nipissing junction.  The towns of Bracebridge and 
Huntsville could now export natural resources and import desperately needed goods, and 
people, using the rail. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
After the railway was extended through Bracebridge and up to places further north, 
Cockburn's lines suddenly found its profits collapsing.  They were no longer a part of a 
continuous transport system.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
1886 was not a good year for Cockburn’s steamships.  In addition to the loss of 75% of 
his freight revenue to the railway, his flagship, the Nipissing, caught fire at 4 o’clock in 
the morning of August 3rd, and burned to the waterline, leaving only the engine 
salvageable.  The following year another vessel was launched to replace her, also with the 
name Nipissing.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
One of the reasons why the boat services were able to survive the coming of the railways 
was because the railways didn’t touch most parts of the lakes - just Gravenhurst and 
Bracebridge.  There were still all these local stops that depended the boat services.   
 
A.P. Cockburn’s steamer service of course was very well established by the 1870's and 
was plying on Lakes Muskoka, Rosseau and Joseph, but there was still all the townships 
up to the northeast that weren't being serviced.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Huntsville got its start around 1870 when the Muskoka road was able to finally reach the 
area.  So Huntsville was well established by the time the railway came in 1886, but there  
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SUSAN PRYKE (CONTINUED) 
is no denying that Huntsville leapt ahead once the railway arrived, because when you 
brought the rail to the water - and remember Huntsville is at the centre of a series of 
wonderful lakes: lake Vernon, Fairy Lake, which was connected then to Peninsula Lake - 
all of these lakes were places where business and commerce was taking place already.  
A.P. Cockburn introduced Captain George Marsh to Muskoka in the1870’s and he started 
the ‘Huntsville and Lake Of Bays Navigation Company,’ which was as big a deal for 
north Muskoka as the Muskoka Lakes Navigation Company was in south Muskoka. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
One of the big difficulties though with captain Marsh's road was that there was an 
overland portage necessary between the Huntsville lakes and the Lake of Bays.  It is only 
a mile, but there was a difference of over 100 feet in elevation and in the early days, 
stages and buckboards provided the link across the portage.  
 
RUSS NICHOLS 
I'm pleased to tell you that this is a copy of the charter that Captain Marsh obtained from 
the government to build the little Huntsville and Lake of Bays Railway.  And it was 
issued in 1900.  Now this gave him authorization to build the little railway between South 
Portage on Lake of Bays and North Portage on Peninsula Lake.  
 
The passengers would get off of the boat, and would get on the little train.  And we’re 
dealing with a height of land here that really created quite a hassle for the little train to 
get up that hill.  And towards the top of the summit, there was about a 7% climb, and it 
was not unusual, for the conductor to ask the male passengers if they would mind getting 
off and helping them push it over the top, because they were operating with the little 
Porter locomotives.  Now the Porter locomotives in themselves were strong enough, but 
they didn't have the weight with all of these passengers on the train pulling them down.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
It was called the Flyer because that was a bit of humour because actually it didn’t travel 
very fast at all, in fact it traveled so slowly that people could jump off and pick some 
strawberries on the way and jump back on.  It was an endearing little train, the little 
engine that could. 
 
RUSS NICHOLS 
It was known at the time as the world's shortest commercially operated railway.   
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Captain George Marsh, he had skin cancer and he fought it valiantly but he succumbed to 
the disease in 1904, before the train operated commercially.  But he did get to ride on it at 
least once.  The train has been restored and it is still running in Huntsville at their 
heritage place. 
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Chapter 11 – Tanning Hides 
 
Synopsis 
Muskoka’s abundance of Hemlock trees and soft water prompted the opening of tanneries 
in Bracebridge and Huntsville. The tanneries offered farmers an additional revenue 
stream through the collection of hemlock bark. 

• Muskoka Tanneries 
• Hemlock Bark 
• C.O. Shaw 
• Tannery Pollution 

 
Chapter 11 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The flyer would not be idle for long following Captain Marsh’s death, for there was 
another entrepreneur with his eye on the Northern lakes transit system.  However, the 
interests of Charles Orlando Shaw went beyond freight and tourism - his passion was 
leather.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
The Shaw family established tanneries in both Bracebridge and Huntsville, and in 
Huntsville their operation became known as ‘The Anglo Canadian Leather Company.’  
 
PAT BOYER 
At that time the horse was dominant in North America.  We are not talking of a few, we 
are talking of millions, and millions, and millions of horses in North America providing 
the horse power, literally, of the transportation system.  So we’re talking leather 
harnesses, all the strapping, we are talking also saddles, we are talking in the coaches.  So 
this production was essential for the way the world was working then.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Tanneries were looking to Muskoka for two reasons: one of the reasons was that the 
water was very soft and good for the tanning process, but the main reason they wanted to 
come to Muskoka, and to Huntsville in particular, was the abundance of hemlock trees. 
 
PAT BOYER 
In the tanning process what happens is that the cow hides have to be submerged for a 
period of time in tannic acids, but you can create the tannic acids out of the bark of the 
hemlock tree, which was growing in abundance.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Interestingly enough, hemlock was considered a scrubby tree by the lumbermen.  As a 
timber it was not worth much at all, but the actual bark on the hemlock trees - once the 
tanneries came to town, was highly sought after.  
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PAT BOYER 
The third component that you need are the cow hides and some of that is being produced 
in Muskoka, but soon the capacities of these tanneries far exceeded the number of hides 
that were available around.  And Argentina was shipping, by steamship and up to 
Canada, and then by train to Bracebridge hides.  So from Argentina hides were being 
processed into leather in Bracebridge.  These tanneries became so large that they were 
producing more leather than any other tanneries anywhere in the British Empire, 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Many people in Muskoka still remember Charles Orlando Shaw.  He was an American 
gentlemen from Michigan, whose family had long roots in the tanning business and he 
apparently was sent to Huntsville to manage the Anglo Canadian Leather Company 
tannery in Huntsville.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
And the first thing that he did when he arrived was he insisted that the men work longer 
hours, because he was not satisfied with the production levels.  And they walked off the 
job, and caused the very first strike in Huntsville’s history and it took a bit of persuasion 
from the local clergy I think, who helped to get things back on track, but no concessions.  
 
Working on a steamship, even if you were shoveling coal into a hot furnace, would be a 
wonderful job compared with working at the tannery.  New recruits, new people on the 
job would walk into the tannery for the first time and vomit they were so overwhelmed 
by the smell.  People could die in this business and they did.  
 
PAT BOYER 
It was pretty foul stuff and at a certain point what is in the vat is spent, and it is too dirty 
and you cannot keep putting new hides in there.  So you take that last lift out and dump. 
And that is when it is handy to have a fast flowing river going by.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
The effluent from the tanneries went right straight into the Muskoka River - it went in the 
Muskoka River in Bracebridge and it went into the Muskoka River in Huntsville  
 
PAT BOYER 
If a dog fell in the river, that would be the end of the dog - it was bad, bad, pollution.  So 
it may look from early in the 21st century that, ‘Oh, this was just a natural, easy, smooth 
development.’  Anything but – the ancestors who opened up Muskoka for development of 
its resources – whether they were tourist, manufacturing, logging – they were in a real 
turf war. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Shaw was also interested in tourism and naturally being a very rich and prominent 
citizen, in Huntsville he had a yacht of his own.  But it is on record that C.O. Shaw's 
yacht was beaten in a relay race at a regatta being held on Lake Mary, near Port Sidney.  
And Shaw, he was so annoyed when the manager of the navigation company offered a  
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RICHARD TATLEY (CONTINUED) 
trophy in fact, to the yacht that was alleged to be a winner that after Captain Marsh, died 
C.O. Shaw stealthily bought up a controlling interest in the Huntsville Navigation 
Company.  He was getting a very well established company with seven steamers and all 
kinds of skows and barges.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
A.P. Cockburn and C.O. Shaw both helped their respective communities move forward in 
tourism, but there is a significant difference.  A.P. Cockburn was the man who started it 
all, he had the vision and he started the ideas that C.O. Shaw imitated on the upper lakes.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
A.P. Cockburn seems to have been motivated primarily by a spirit of public service.  And 
that seems to be the basic reason why he established his steamer service, and why he 
established a stage line, and why he was trying to promote the interests of Muskoka.  
 
COCKBURN 
May I have your attention please? Your Honours, members of the press, ladies and 
gentlemen, today you are all distinguished guests aboard the Nipissing.  You will be 
sailing throughout Lake Muskoka, Lake Rosseau and Lake Joseph, where you will bear 
witness to the greatest beauty that this country has to offer.  If there is anything we can do 
for you, anything at all, please ask our staff or me directly.  Bon voyage. 
 
PAT BOYER 
Muskoans have always been quite adept in fostering the mystique of our district and in 
seeing that the right story gets out.  And it's not hard you know, with a trainload of 
visiting journalists, to show them the things they should see in order to write the right 
kind of stories.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Editorial writers from both Ontario and the United States came, and they came by train 
and they certainly were ferried by Mr. Cockburn on his steamships, free of charge I'm 
sure.  They went home and they wrote wonderful things about Muskoka - about the fresh 
air, about the beauty of Muskoka and a lot about the fishing.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
It was common in those days for railway companies and steamboat companies, wherever 
they thought that they had a target market, to advertise in the newspapers.  
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Chapter 12.  The Muskoka Tonic 
 
Synopsis 
By 1910 more than 75 resorts of all shapes and sizes dotted the area’s lakes.  People were 
escaping the pollution of industrial cities for the clean, cool air of Muskoka. 

• Muskoka Sanitariums 
• Windermere, Bondi Village, Stanton House, Beaumaris, Britannia & Severn 

lodges 
 
Chapter 12 Transcript 
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
There was good railway by the 1880's to cities like Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and other US 
cities.  And if you think about what Pittsburgh must have been like in the summertime; it 
was a highly industrial city.  There were a number of prominent Pittsburghers who started 
coming in the 1880's.  One of them was Dr. Lewis Willard, who often prescribed a trip to 
Muskoka for his patients.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
The wonderful fresh air, the wonderful bracing environment of Muskoka was deemed to 
be a tonic. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
By the turn of the 20th century a conviction was developing that fresh clean air was 
beneficial to people who were suffering from respiratory diseases.  The upshot was that 
just about the first sanatorium, or TB hospital, ever to be established in Canada 
established was built at Muskoka Bay, just outside of Gravenhurst. 
 
Let's face it if it hadn’t been for Cockburn's vision and for people like him, Muskoka 
would have languished in destitution after the lumber trade passed as some other regions 
did that didn’t have the tourist trade.  And people gradually began to realize that it was a 
lifesaver, that without it Muskoka had no future at all.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
The farmers like Mr. Aiken in Windemere, they expanded their farm homes and started 
purposely building resorts to cater to first, the fishermen; but then to the fishermen's 
wives and their friends who wanted to come up and see what Muskoka had to offer. 
 
NANCY TAPLEY 
My aunt Violet, when she came home from private school, she'd bring her friends with 
her and they played the music of the day.  And my grandfather, professionally trained on 
the stage by Sir Arthur Sullivan (some things never change) he didn't want to listen to 
this ‘god awful excuse for music.’  So he built a little bungalow for her a the far edge of 
the property.  Well, when she wasn't in residence, the people that were camping would 
come along and say, this is a step up from a tent, can we rent the bungalow? And the 
farm gradually started to shrink as the cottages were built. 
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SUSAN PRYKE 
Stanton house was my family's resort on Sparrow Lake.  It got started in 1884, from a 
very modest beginning of their own home opened up to the tourists.  My great 
grandfather’s sons all branched into the tourism business and set up resorts of their own.   
Together with his sons my great grandfather started a steamship line.  They built 
steamboats and they operated them on the lakes.  They had a general store and the mail 
contract, and so an entire community was built around tourism.  
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
Beaumaris was a pretty popular destination with the Americans; it was really the first 
steamer stop on Lake Muskoka once they disembarked at Gravenhurst and Muskoka 
Wharf.  They would have a two-day train trip to get to Gravenhurst and then they would 
get on the steamship and travel up Lake Muskoka.  They would stay at the hotel, where 
the Prowse's started taking in guests and eventually some of them bought land and built 
their own cottages. 
 
PAUL WHITE 
Well, my father was in the hardware business in Huntsville, and in the process he found 
this property and signed to acquire land around it.  And he ended up owning 500 acres 
with the hotel.  And he built a summer resort here at the encouragement of the Canada 
Railway News Company, who were developing properties in this part of the world for 
their railroad traffic and well that was about 1905 or 1906.  It handled about 300 people 
at the maximum size it was.  We used to have a staff of about a hundred there.  Yes, it 
was bang full.  They would come up for a month or so.  We had a nine-hole golf course 
that was quite well known. We had an orchestra that came up and played every night at 
dinnertime, and over in the pavilion for dancing.  And we used to spend a lot of time in 
the water in those days when I was a youngster.  Lots of sailing and canoeing,  instead of 
much driving around like there is today. 
 
JIM ANGUS 
Some of the old lumber buildings – lumbermens’ buildings, were turned into hotels; one -
the Severn lodge on Severn River was once a lumber camp  
 
RON BREAKBILL 
Severn Lodge was a winter camp for the Georgian Bay Lumber Company.  There was a 
group of people from the Pittsburgh area.  They purchased it and formed a club that was 
called the Mordolphton Club.  That was a combination of the three names Phillmore, 
Bardolph, and Morton.  I don't know who thought if that idea.  The people came up with 
families, they stayed for a week with their families or two weeks or three weeks.  Fishing, 
swimming, boating.  Most of the accommodations were in tents.  Now the tents weren't 
like little pup tents they actually had wooden floors and little cots in them and they were 
quite elaborate as a tent goes.  I think the fishermen were serious fishermen and there was 
a couple of small steam launches on this lake.  They would come and they would raft 
together all the row boats and canoes and they would tow them clear across the lake, let 
them off on the far side of the lake, they would have their picnic lunch, they would fish 
all day and then the boat would come back later in the day, and pick them up and tow 
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RON BREAKBILL (CONTINUED) 
them all the way back.  Even to this day we have fifth generation Mordophtons that still 
come back as guests here at the lodge because they liked it so much.  
 
DAVE POWLEY 
The first people that came, as tourists were the more wealthy, well to do, that could 
afford to come for the whole summer. 
 
PAT BOYER 
So Lady Eaton, of the Eaton family, the Eaton's department stores, typically would be 
there with her entourage for the summer.  I say typically because there were many others 
that were doing the same sort of thing.  Once you have the elite of a society coming into 
the area, and having memorable experiences, and no one has had a summer in Muskoka 
that has not been memorable in a number of ways, you carry those stories back with you. 
The winters even in the south can be long, and you talk with your friends over dinner and 
you write and read, and you participate and the word sort of spreads about Muskoka. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Muskoka by the turn of the century had become the paramount resort region in Canada.  
The Grand Trunk Railway, which had absorbed the old Northern Railway in 1887 found 
it need to send sometimes five express trains a day from Toronto to Muskoka wharf, in 
addition to it’s regular runs. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
By 1910 more than seventy-five resorts of all shapes and sizes dotted the lakes  
 
DOUG SMITH 
When it was just resorts, summer was the whole season.  
 
KEN BLACK 
The season in Muskoka in those days went from the first of July until Labour Day and 
after that it was dead.  You could fire a cannon down the main street of Port Carling after 
Labour Day.  

 
 
Chapter 13.  The End of An Era 
 
Synopsis 
By the time of his death in 1905, A.P. Cockburn was able to see hotels, steamers, and 
commerce booming in the district.  Cockburn’s foresight allowed Muskoka to flourish 
and left him with a legacy that still resonates today.   

• Muskoka Lakes Association 
• Regattas 
• Royal Muskoka Hotel 
• A.P. Cockburn’s Death 
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Chapter 13 Transcript 
 
CAMPBELL (V.O.) 
Friend after Friend departs.  We are sorry to be compelled to announce that two more of 
our party have left Chaplain's Isle to return to civilization.  Mr. Burns and Bone's Boy are 
gone!  Yes gone!  We stood this morning at the summit of the isle watching the boat as it 
carried them away.  We waved our handkerchief in response to the waving of theirs and, 
when the boat rounded the last point at which it could be seen - you may say it was folly 
and deem us weak, but we were unable to repress our emotions.  We sobbed aloud.  Even 
now as we write, what is this trickling down our cheek?  It is a tear. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Col. D.H.C. Mason: 
 
D.H.C. MASON (V.O.) 
Just when, how or why the flourishing Muskoka Club came to an end I have been unable 
to find out.  But in 1877 John Campbell bought the five islands, which the club had 
owned.  Two years early he married Mary Playfair and, for the rest of their lives, Yoho 
was their summer home.  Much of the spirit of the old club remained.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Muskoka Club is considered by many to be the precursor to the cottage associations, 
which began in 1894 with the Muskoka Lakes Association. It’s mission: 
 
M.L.A PRESIDENT (V.O.) 
To unite all those interested in the lakes and their vicinities in order to protect and 
promote the interests of property owners, cottagers and tourists, preserve the safe, healthy 
and sanitary condition and scenic beauty of the lakes; and to encourage skill and 
prudence in aquatic sports.  
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
The word ‘regatta’ comes from Italy, there used to be boat races in Venice on the canals 
and that is where the idea of boat races came from.  
 
PHYLIS PARKER 
A regatta is a series of races.  They have to be rowing, paddling, swimming and diving.  
Then there is a separate regatta, which is for sailboats - sailing regattas.  
 
LIZ LUNDELL 
They were really popular in Muskoka.  All the hotels would host a regatta every summer 
and over the years various groups - family groups or even cottager associations, have 
hosted regattas.  They’re a great way to get people together at the end of the summer or 
even mid summer and socialize.  A lot of friendships formed at these regattas and 
probably more than a few romances as well, but they are a real social event of the 
summer for many of these communities.  
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RICHARD TATLEY 
We don't know a lot about the relationship between Professor Campbell of the Muskoka 
club and A. P. Cockburn, but they had a certain amount in common.  They were both 
Presbyterians, both Scots, and both highly intelligent men; Campbell was a Professor of 
church history, at Montreal.  Mr. Cockburn would sometimes arrange to have one of his 
steamers go on up to Yoho island so that Professor Campbell might come down to 
Gravenhurst, or some other place to preach a sermon on a Sunday. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
In July 1904, at the age of 64, John Campbell passed quietly away in his sleep on his 
beloved island.  Within a year his friend Alexander Peter Cockburn would also be dead.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
Perhaps A.P. Cockburn was getting a bit older by that time and was no longer quite in 
step with the times maybe, he was eventually unseated in the 1886 election.  He tried a 
few times afterwards to gain re-election at the provincial level and was not successful.  
There were many speculations that on account of his excellent services to the Liberal 
party, that he deserved a seat in the senate.  He never got one.   
 
There was a feeling around the turn of the 20th century that none of these were quite 
good enough. They weren’t of the same class as the big hotels in the cities, for example, 
most of them didn’t have electric lights.  So there was the feeling that perhaps Muskoka 
really ought to have something splendid - a resort hotel to beat all others.  So the 
Navigation Company accepted this idea and in 1901 and ’02, they began to build the 
Royal Muskoka Hotel on Lake Rosseau. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
The Royal Muskoka was three stories high, with stucco walls, electric lighting, steam 
heating, hot and cold running water, and palatial staircases.  It had a Post office, telegraph 
office, bar, billiard room, bake shop, newsstand, barbershop and beauty parlor. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
A.P. Cockburn lived long enough to see the Royal Muskoka established.  His steamship 
line had never been enjoying greater prosperity than at the time of his death.  The resorts 
were flourishing, and the District as a whole seemed to have been flourishing especially 
for those regions around the lakes.  Maybe that was because the whole country was 
flourishing because those were the Laurier eras, and the Laurier era was one of the most 
prosperous interludes in Canadian history. 
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
If he hadn’t realized all it would take is a lock in Port Carling, and a canal in Port 
Sandfield and you would have had this wonderful way of getting all the way, quite 
frankly, from New York to Royal Muskoka Island, if he hadn’t seen that when he first 
visited here in the 1860's then Muskoka wouldn’t be the place that it is today.  We have a 
lot to thank A.P. Cockburn for.  
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
A.P. Cockburn died at his home in Toronto On June 2nd, 1905 at the age of 68.  At least 
200 people from Muskoka came to pay their respects.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
I have a feeling that when Cockburn died he probably would have considered that his life 
had been pretty well spent, and that largely he had the district of Muskoka as we now 
have it as his memorial.  
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 10-13 
 
The Railways 

1. The railways often produced post cards for the locations on their routes.  Create a 
post card for the town of Bracebridge, Gravenhurst, or one of the other rail towns 
from this era.  Photographs, etchings, watercolours, and drawings were popular 
means of expression during this period – encourage students to be creative. 

2. Create a poster advertising the Railway coming to town.  Think about what this 
would mean for residents of Muskoka District towns, who up until this point had 
only poor roads to access the outside world. 

 OR Create a poster advertising the Portage Flyer – the world’s shortest 
commercially operated railway. 

 OR Design a ticket for one ride on the Protage Flyer 
3. Imagine you are a resident of Bracebridge or Huntsville in 1880 – it has been five 

years since the railway reached Gravenhurst and there has been no movement in 
bringing the railway further North.  Write a letter to the editor of the Northern 
Advocate, giving your reasons for the railway to come north.  Do you think A.P 
Cockburn has been involved in delaying the rail? 

 
 
The Tanneries & C.O. Shaw 

1. In the 1800’s and early 1900’s leather was one of the materials that was integral 
to the productivity of the world.  The same could be said for plastic or oil today.  
Have students select a resource or industrial material and research its history.  Is 
the material natural or synthetic?  How is it extracted?  What is the environmental 
impact of the material?  Where is it found?  Are there conflicts or politics 
involved with the material?  Have students prepare a powerpoint on their topic 
and present it to the class.   

2. C.O. Shaw was one of Canada’s most famous industrialists.  Have students 
research one of the famous industrialists of the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.  Have 
them create a 2 minute, video biography on this industrialist, and act as the host 
and narrator for the piece (as in the biographies on the Biography Channel or 
A&E).  Pictures from the Internet or books can be scanned in and included in the 
video.  A written biography and bibliography should accompany the final piece.  
If students do not have access to video cameras, a PowerPoint presentation or a 
report may be submitted. 

3. Write a few entries in C.O. Shaw’s journal after his arrival in Huntsville.  
Remember, one of the first things Shaw did was insist the men work longer hours 
at the tannery, which caused a strike.  Reflect on the events at the tannery, and 
Shaw’s ideas about the future (the band, Bigwin). 

4. While the tanneries were operating in both Huntsville and Bracebridge, their 
waste products were dumped right into the Muskoka River.  Today we know more 
about pollution and how to keep our environment clean.  Select a wilderness area 
or section of your school’s grounds to clean up – give the environment a hand! 
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5. Study the effects of present day pollution on fish and aquatic plant species.  
Create a poster about a specific animal or plant and what we can do to help them 
survive.  What steps can we take to ensure that they will be around for years to 
come? 

a. OR  The development of shorelines is one of the biggest stresses on our 
lakes.  Natural shorelines act as filters and prevent fertilizers and 
pesticides used on lawns, from seeping into the water.  Create a poster, 
brochure, or advertising campaign that promotes natural shorelines.  The 
people at the Muskoka Heritage Foundation and the Muskoka Watershed 
Council have much more information on this topic: 
http://www.muskokaheritage.org/index.asp 

 
Sanitariums & Tuberculosis 

1. Have students research the scourge of Tuberculosis.  How were Canadians 
affected?  How did the poor cope before socialized medicine in Canada?  

2. Watch the Norman Bethune vignette in the ‘Extras’ section of this DVD.  Bethune 
was a staunch supporter of socialized medicine.  Have students research the 
inception of universal healthcare in Canada.  

a. Divide the class in two.  Pretend that you are in the Canadian parliament.  
Debate whether or not Canada should have socialized medicine.  The 
debate could be set in the 1950’s or ‘60’s when the legislation was first 
being debated, or it could be set in the present day. 

i. An interesting way to format the debate would be to begin in the 
1960’s with side A fighting for medicare, and side B standing 
against medicare.  Then, halfway through the class bring the debate 
into the present day and switch the sides – so side A would be 
against medicare (for private health care and the two tier system)  
in the present day, and side B would be for equal health care for 
everyone in the present day.  

3. The history of the world is rife with stories of disease overtaking village, colonies, 
countries, even empires.  Have students research an historic plague of their 
choice.  How did the plague begin?  Who did it effect?  How did it change the 
culture or the politics of the people?  What was the disease’s cure then?  Now?  
How was the epidemic stopped?  Have students present the information in a 
paper. 

a. OR Create a ‘health brochure’ for people of the period, on how they can 
avoid the epidemic and the historic cures for the disease people can use if 
they become afflicted. 

b. Is your school involved with fundraising for AIDs charities or  anti-
malaria “spread the net” initiatives? Investigate how your school can make 
a difference in helping to halt the spread of AIDs and other infectious 
diseases. 

 
Cockburn, the MLA & Regattas 

1. A.P. Cockburn would often invite dignitaries and journalists to Muskoka to 
experience the ‘beauties of Muskoka.’  Imagine that you are a journalist for the 
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Canadian Illustrated news and have just returned from one of A.P. Cockburn’s 
tours.  Write an article about your trip.  Do you think that Cockburn’s Muskoka 
will actually go anywhere?  Will all of these fledgling hotels and grand plans 
amount to anything?  Remember, you work for the Canadian Illustrated news – 
include a drawing that sums up your experience. 

2. The Muskoka Lakes Association is a social organization that strives to keep the 
lakes of Muskoka clean and pure. What social or political issues are relevant to 
students today?  Have students create a facebook group to support an issue they 
believe in (to be approved by the teacher).  We have recently seen the power of 
facebook to make a difference on the social and political landscapes, for example: 
in the case of copyright law, or the number of teenagers allowed to ride in a car. 

a. In what other ways can students act to make a difference on a social or 
political scale? 

b. OR If facebook is not permitted in your school board, students could write 
letters to the editor of the local newspaper. 

c. Students create a photo journal story about the issue of their choice. 
d. Students produce a 10 minute documentary about the social issue of their 

choice. Isolate an interview with an expert on their topic and create a 
podcast. They can also use photos and a recorded interview to create a 
narrated slide show with Powerpoint. 

3. Have your own indoor sailing regatta!  Have students design their own sai boats – 
possibly in a predetermined amount of time, with specific materials, then race 
them!  You will need a long tub of water and a fan. 

a. Boats could also be competing based on their buoyancy.  Add weights to 
each individual boat – whichever boat can take the most weight wins. 

b. Try a version without water, using old CDs for wheels, or any other old 
toys. 
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PART 2:  THE MUSKOKA MYSTIQUE 
 

Chapters 14 -16 (The Golden Age of Resorts & Celebrity 
Visitors) 

 
Chapter 14.  Formative Times 
 
Synopsis 
The unique landscape that is Muskoka has continually drawn people to the area who were 
looking not only to define themselves, but also the Canadian identity. 

• Torrance Barrens 
• The Group of Seven 
• WWI & 122nd Regiment 
• Georgian Bay vs. the Inner Lakes 

 
Chapter 14 Transcript 
 
PAT BOYER 
Muskoka has I think an almost unique appeal.  You could almost perhaps call it a 
mystique, a Muskoka Mystique.  What is that?  
 
KEN BLACK 
Muskoka in many ways has been an area between southern Ontario and Northern 
Ontario, between summer residents and their interests, and needs, and those permanent 
residents - between development that's typical of the south, and wilderness that's more 
typical of the north, between the thrust for tourism as opposed to the thrust for economic 
development based on manufacturing and year round employment.  So, in many ways 
Muskoka has been fashioned and developed out of a tension between two forces. 
 
BILL ALLEN  
Here we are at the Torrance Barrens in Southern Muskoka, and this place is well inland 
from Georgian Bay.  If we were an Eagle, way up in the air here and looking down, off to 
the South a few kilometers would be the beginning of agricultural land and off to the 
north we would see more forested land.  So this area is part of the land between those two 
major regions.  
 
If people were visiting this location as a destination based on a scouting report or an old 
story, a thousand years ago, 2000 years ago, this is the kind of place that a spiritual 
people would have stopped.  It would have given them pause.  The four large glacial 
erratics behind me - these people would have called Grandfathers, they would have 
thought of them as living creatures, as part of creation.  It's a special, special place.  
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PAT BOYER 
Although Canadians like to think of ourselves as being a northern country, 90% of our 
population is huddled along 200 miles south, you know, border with the United States. So 
the north is for many kind of a concept, more than a reality.  
 
CLAIRE CAMPBELL 
Tom Thomson grew up on the South shore of the bay, near Owen Sound.  But he came to 
work in Toronto in the commercial art world, along with the other future members of the 
group of seven.  We tend to think of Algonquin Park as being the birth place of the group 
- this is where Thomson, who knew the outdoors and who knew how to canoe, and 
paddle, and fish, would take them, and introduce them to the outdoor life.  They were 
actually painting the Georgian Bay, which was arguably a more in tact wilderness, before 
they were painting Algonquin Park.  By 1911, both J.E.H. Macdonald, and Lawren Harris 
had been up to the bay and they were staying with a man named Dr. McCallum, who had 
a cottage in Go Home Bay.  And in 1915 - 16 they stayed late fall early winter and they 
painted for him the walls of his cottage. 
 
And these are panels, which were later removed from the cottage that was known as the 
West Wind Cottage, and put in the national gallery of Canada. 
 
NARRATOR (V.0.) 
With the outbreak of World War One, the relativity young Dominion of Canada was 
beginning to flex its muscle on the world stage as a nation that could stand on its own, 
and Muskoka was eager to be part of the action.  
 
JANET FISHER 
Colonel Donald Mackenzie Grant formed the 122nd regiment in Huntsville.  And it was 
quite an amazing feet because within a short time, he had accomplished almost the full 
strength of a battalion. 
 
They already had forestry units all across Canada, however they needed a great deal more 
of lumber and expertise in supplying lumber for the building of barracks, and hospitals, 
and air fields, and the trenches, and the board walks that they had to walk on.  They had 
two companies of forestry and two companies of infantry that came out of Muskoka.  The 
people of Canada provided about 70% of the needs of lumber and wood products for the 
First World War.     
 
CLAIRE CAMPBELL 
What was distinctive about Canada - you're coming out of World War I, Canada's just 
achieved certain military distinctions, a certain sense of national self.  People - 
nationalists in particular, are looking around for something to represent that new sense of 
difference.  And so here is a landscape that appears untouched by the kind of moral 
degradation that caused World War I - that was beautiful, and strengthening, and almost 
impervious to the passage of time.  Very difficult to find a better symbol for that kind of 
new Canadian National identity.  This wasn't art of Algonquin Park, or art of Georgian 
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CLAIRE CAMPBELL (CONTINUED) 
Bay, it was art that represented the Canadian spirit, or the Canadian Shield, or the 
wilderness.   
 
PAT BOYER 
The second thing about Muskoka is that while it is north - Bracebridge was first called 
North Falls, the first newspaper in town was the Northern Advocate, it is on the Canadian 
Shield - this is the north, but it is the beginning of the north.  It is close, more than that we 
are talking about the gentle edge, the southern gentle edge of the Canadian Shield. 
 
CLAIRE CAMPBELL 
There are two ways of viewing nature that come out of the 18th and early 19th centuries.   
One is the sublime - that the thrill of nature is in its overwhelming, all-powerful presence.   
And so you want to go out and stand in a thunderstorm for example, and just be engulfed 
by something much greater than you are.  Terrified a little bit, but that thrill, that fear is 
part of the joy it.  The picturesque, which is the second way of viewing nature, is the 
softer, gentler approach - that nature is wild, it is tangled, it is not human, but it's never 
overwhelming, and it's more aesthetically pleasing than something in the sublime would 
be.  And Muskoka and the Georgian Bay are really constructed along these two lines.   
The criticism that Georgian Bay people tend to make of Muskoka is that there is more of 
an emphasis on the social rounds than getting in touch with nature itself.  
 
 
Chapter 15.  Shaw’s Projects 
 
Synopsis 
Operating the tannery in Huntsville was not enough for C.O. Shaw.  An orchestral band 
and a luxury resort were among the many projects that occupied Shaw’s time. 

• Anglo Canadian Leather Company Band 
• Bigwin & its famous clientele 

 
Chapter 15 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
An unlikely contributor to the burgeoning culture of Muskoka was the Anglo Canadian 
Leather Company.  An increasing number of Italian workers at the tannery began 
congregating to play music.   
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
Unbeknown to them perhaps, Mr. Shaw was a coronet player himself.  This rekindled his 
interest in the instrument.  
 
BARB PATTERSON 
He hired musicians from all over the continent and he provided them with houses.  At 
one time he owned as many as 100 houses in this town.  Harmony Hall up on the top of 



 51 

BARB PATTERSON (CONTINUED) 
the hill, he had all refurbish for Hebert Clarke - who he persuaded to come and be his 
bandleader.  He was the most prominent Coronetist in the world.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
So you could say that up in Huntsville if you wanted to get a job at the tannery, musical 
talent would be one of the things that could actually cinch you the job.  But possibly only 
in Huntsville.  
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
To the disappointment of Huntsville and CNE audiences, the Anglo Canadian Leather 
Company Band was disbanded in 1926.  Shaw's attentions had been drawn to a much 
larger project. 
 
PAT BOYER 
Whether you are Carnegie making all your money out of steel mills, or Rockefeller 
making all your money out of oil, after a while you look for other things to do.  What the 
Shaws did was build Bigwin Inn resort on Lake of Bays.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
C.O. Shaw purchased Bigwin Island in 1910 and he decided he was going to build the 
largest and best hotel in the country.  He thought big and he accomplished what he set out 
to do.  The Wawa Hotel, which was located on the mainland across from Bigwin Island, 
it was devastated by a horrific fire, and you know there was an awful lot of talk about 
wooden resorts, and he was determined that you wouldn’t be able to burn this hotel.  So 
he built it all in concrete.  
 
NANCY TAPLEY  
Now when you build out of cement, you need gravel and that's the problem, because you 
need a close source of gravel.  This was the closest source of gravel to the lake, the lake's 
about three hundred yards away from us, down here.  So, my grandfather sold them 
gravel.  That kept 14 men busy for three seasons.  
 
BRIAN TAPLEY 
The joke was, (I don't know if it was true or not), but when Shaw gave you a 
wheelbarrow if it had a metal wheel on it, you were allowed to walk, but if it had a rubber 
wheel, you were expected to run all the time.  It is a monument to poured concrete - even 
the interior walls, the exterior walls, the interior walls, even the ceiling in the big dining 
room was a massive concrete ceiling, arched.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
In fact there are stories of his obsessiveness about it, that he would come and test the 
concrete walls as they were going up by slamming them with a sledgehammer.  When it 
opened in 1920 he made sure that the world knew about it.  
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BIGWIN PROMO (V.O.) 
It’s time to leave the hot crowds, the buildings that simmer in the heat waves.  It’s time to 
dream of green woods, of sparking water.  Cool.  Tranquil.  Only a few miles north of 
Toronto is escape.  An Island paradise encircled by lovely Lake of Bays in the highlands 
of Ontario.  
 
NANCY TAPLEY 
It was huge.  Everything was there, once you were on the island, there no need to leave 
for anything.  They had doctors, they had nurses, they had hairdressers, they had a riding 
stable.  Everything was interconnected by covered walkways, so when you dressed for 
dinner or you wanted to go play tennis you could walk there no matter what the weather.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
It was like taking the trend in tourist resort hotels to their logical extreme, which is to 
make them bigger, and bigger and bigger and more sumptuous and more lavish and more 
expensive with a bigger and bigger staff.  
 
NANCY TAPLEY 
So first of all we had a staff to guest ratio of one staff per every three tourists.  Which is 
an enormously high staffing ratio.  Secondly, when the food came out of the dining room, 
to be served to the guests, it all came at the same time.  Which meant that you had one 
waitress for every table.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
It was THE place to have a holiday, not only in Canada but in North America.  I know for 
example that Clark Gable and Carole Lombard spent some time at the hotel.  I also know 
Princess Juliana of the Netherlands stayed at one of the cottages at Bigwin Inn when she 
escaped from the Netherlands during the Second World War.  So anyone who was 
anyone in Canada likely stayed for a while at the Bigwin Inn.  
 
KARL JAFFRAY 
We began going to the Lake of Bays really in the summer of 1940.  One thing that we 
would do occasionally was go over to Bigwin Island.  We would go to what we called the 
back of Bigwin Island, which was a nice place to be able to land a boat.  And from there 
you could walk across the island to the place where the rotunda and the guests were and 
sometimes we would then all put on our bathing suits and walk over to the front side of 
the island and go swimming with all the rich people who were the guests there.  
 
PAUL WHITE 
One of the families that used to come up here was Margaret Hamilton's family, and she 
was the Witch in the Wizard of Oz, and she came up.  And I was playing golf with her 
one day, when she made a bet with me that I wouldn't dive off the captain’s cabin of the 
Iroquois.  I ran down to the hotel from the golf course, and got my swimsuit on and 
climbed up the side of the Iroquois, and climbed up on top off the captain’s cabin, and 
dove off.  The crew weren't very happy about that.  And as a result I won a box of 
chocolates in the bet. 



 53 

KARL JAFFRAY 
There were wonderful concerts in the rotunda of Bigwin Inn, I think mostly on Sunday 
nights.  And so we would sometimes go and sit in the gallery and listen to what was 
happening at the concert.  
 
 
Chapter 16.  From All Walks of Life 
 
Synopsis 
While venues such as Dunn’s Pavilion and the Royal Muskoka attracted celebrities from 
throughout North America, the area’s residents worked hard to keep the Muskoka 
Mystique alive. 

• Dunn’s Pavilion 
• Celebrity tourists 
• Muskoka’s Working Class 

 
Chapter 16 Transcript 
 
JACK HUTTON 
The question keeps getting asked, even today, is that how do you market Muskoka?  And 
nobody did it better than Gerry Dunn.  Dunn’s pavilion where all Muskoka dances.   
In 1929, Gerry bought an old Ice Cream Parlor for $11 000, Gerry built one of the most 
famous dance pavilions in all Canada. 
 
PAT BOYER 
That’s where I saw and met Louis Armstrong, in 1962 when he would come and perform 
there.  
 
JACK HUTTON 
Duke Ellington  
 
PAT BOYER 
The Miller Band 
 
JACK HUTTON 
Count Basie 
 
PAT BOYER 
Benny Goodman 
 
JACK HUTTON 
Famous, famous worldwide known names. 
 
DOUG SMITH 
When the big names came into Toronto, he would arrange for them to come up here for a 
2nd Gig.  
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JACK HUTTON 
Once they had been there, then they fell in love with Muskoka, who wouldn't?  Dunn's 
Pavilion used to be packed every weekend.  When Louis Armstrong came, they had 2000 
people and I asked Gerry, 'Where the heck did you put them?' Well, they were 
everywhere; they were out in boats on the water.  On the big night with Louis Armstrong, 
Gerry told me he made $5,000 on ice and mix.  That's a lot of mix and a lot of ice.  
 
PAT BOYER 
So increasingly important people are coming to Muskoka.  We had, for example, in 
August of 1914, Prime Minister Robert Borden.  He came with his wife to one of the 
resorts in Muskoka.  But then someone who later became Prime Minister of Canada, 
William Lyon Mackenzie King.  Now we know that in 1852 William Lyon Mackenzie, 
the rebel who was back in the Ontario legislature, was responsible for opening up the 
land in Muskoka.  Well now his grandson, William Lyon Mackenzie-King, as a young 
man was coming and staying for much of the summer at the Royal Muskoka on Lake 
Rosseau. 
 
JAMES BARTLEMAN 
There are many Muskokas.  The brand name for Muskoka is the mahogany boats, the rich 
summer residents, and the Muskoka chairs, and all that sort of stuff.  But that hides the 
reality of the first aboriginal peoples who lived there when the settlers arrived.  It hides 
the reality of the rich, diverse local population, with all their warts, and their glories, that 
lived there as well.  And I was part of that mix.  My father acquired an old used tent and 
erected it on some vacant land up near the village dump.  And then he sent for my mother 
and the four kids, and that was our first home in Port Carling.  Now it may sound pretty 
awful, but in fact for 6 and 7-year-old kids it was wonderful to live up near a permanent 
garage sale.  Lots of people were poor in the village and that's the Muskoka which, you 
know, you don't see in the brand marketing.  But you had - probably more so than in most 
small communities, you had a, sort of a class structure, because you had a native 
community in the summers, and some people stayed over in the winters, about 50 people, 
and they had no rights whatsoever - no right to vote, they were just an invisible brown 
minority there.  Then above them, you had the day labourers, like my dad, then you had 
the skilled labourers, and then you had the merchants, the barber, the two grocery store 
owners, the people who owned the garage, then above them, you had the low-middle 
class tourists, who had cottages around there.  Then above them, you would have the 
lawyers, the maybe high school principals, and doctors.  Then above them, you had the 
industrialists, the people who had estates - the Canadians. Then above them, you had the 
rich, rich, super rich Americans who came up from Pittsburgh.  So, I could see as a kid 
that we had sort of a microcosm of all classes in the village.  And everybody knew where 
they fit in that category.   
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Activities for Chapters 14 – 16 
 
Group of Seven 

Tom Thomson grew up on the South shore of the bay, near Owen Sound.  
But he came to work in Toronto in the commercial art world, along with 
the other future members of the group of seven.  We tend to think of 
Algonquin Park as being the birth place of the group - this is where 
Thomson, who knew the outdoors and who knew how to canoe, and 
paddle, and fish, would take them, and introduce them to the outdoor life.  
They were actually painting the Georgian Bay, which was arguably a 
more in tact wilderness, before they were painting Algonquin Park. 

- Dr. Claire Campbell, Chapter 14 
 

1. Create an artwork in the style of a Group of Seven work.  You can idealize 
your scene, or choose to make the content more realistic.  Oil pastels or 
acrylic paints are good alternatives to oil paints if they are not available. 

2. Members of the Group of Seven painted right on the walls of the McCallum 
cottage.  Is there somewhere in your school that could use a mural?  Would 
the style of the Group of Seven fit in this location, or can students come up 
with a design that works with Canadian identity now? 

3. Dr. Campbell thinks that the work of the Group of Seven was part of the 
development of a national Canadian identity.  If their’s was a national style, 
what would a style specific to Muskoka look like? Develop a piece in the style 
of your imagined Muskoka vernacular. 

a. Brainstorm the “style” for your school. Consider the city’s personality, 
your neighbourhood, what your school is like: does your school have  
strong humanitarian endeavours into the community, active sports 
teams, vibrant clubs, passionate environmental initiatives, lively drama 
department etc. What would your painting look like? 

b. Focus this concept into a personal style and create a work that reflects 
your personal identity. 

 
Torrance Barrens 

1. The Torrance Barrens is now a dark sky reserve.  Visit the Muskoka 
Heritage Foundation’s website to find out more: 
http://www.muskokaheritage.org/natural/torrancebarrens.asp. 

a. Visit the Torrance Barrens! 
b. What is a dark sky reserve?  What is its purpose?  What can we do 

to help create more areas with dark skies?  Develop a website 
where people can learn how to help keep the sky dark.  Each 
should make a page for the site the describes one idea for keeping 
the sky dark or that illustrates one of the impacts of having a bright 
night sky. 
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Bigwin, Celebrities & Musicians 
1. Write a journal entry that one of the servants would have written working 

in the local resort. Consider how this servant would have felt if the people 
they were serving were rude and arrogant. 

2. Imagine that you were stuck working in one of the Muskoka resorts, 
dependent on the good graces of the rich and powerful. Using the 
technology that we have today, how would you get your message about 
human rights out there? What would be your strategy to affect change and 
improve your position in this society? Did the people really have a choice 
back then? 

3. Design your own luxury hotel – money is no object.  Create a webpage or 
a brochure for this fabulous destination! 

4. Map out the perfect vacation in Ontario’s Muskoka region. Download a 
map from Google Maps or Satellite and create a route to follow. Research 
resorts along the route to spend the night in. Is your trip on a budget or is 
money no object. There will a difference in your vacation relative to the 
funds available. 

5. Celebrate the end of the year with your class. Have students bring snacks, 
set up tables with waiters for water and drinks. Students who play 
instruments or sing can perform. Otherwise, have students bring in their 
favourite music and have a DJ. Play games, as a class, or bring board 
games to play at the tables in small groups. Students can decorate the 
room in a theme, or spread out a long paper banner that kids can paint onto 
during the celebration. 

6. What role does music have in the lives of oppressed people? Trace this 
role through some of the human rights struggles in history. 
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Chapters 17 – 21 (Boats, Norwegian Flyers, Automobiles & 
Stewardship) 
 
Chapter 17.  Boats, Boats, Boats 
 
Synopsis 
Numerous boat-building enterprises evolved to help Muskokans navigate the waters. 

• Disappearing Propeller Boats (Dippies) 
• Ditchburn, Minette-Shields, & Greavettes 
• Fairmiles, Minesweepers & Honey Harbour 

 
Chapter 17 Transcript 
 
PAUL DODDINGTON  
I rode in this boat before I was born, 'in utero' as they say.  So, I've known it for a long 
time.  It's part of my being I guess. 
 
Well this boat was built in 1926, August '26 in Port Carling.  And my aunt bought it, she 
was a proprietor of this small summer resort, and the boat was used for many, many 
years, right up into the mid 1950's to ferry the guests and their luggage, and food - 
everything back and forth from Port Carling, where the steamer dock was.   
 
There's been a long boat building tradition in Muskoka and it is believed that the first 
white person to actually build a boat here was William J. Johnson Senior.  And the story 
goes that he built this boat, it was a rowboat, and it was a dugout in fact, he built it in a 
barn in 1868.  Eventually the Johnsons got into boat building in a very big way in Port 
Carling.   And of course the Ditchburns in Rosseau were doing the same thing, they were 
building boats in a house.  They built them upstairs and had to slide them down out of the 
window to get them down to the ground. 
 
Probably by around 1900, the Johnsons themselves had three hundred rowboats - that's a 
lot boats you know?  I mean you try to store that many in the fall.  Because of the fact 
that there were a lot of quite wealthy Americans coming to Muskok, from places like 
Pittsburg, and Cleveland, and Detroit, Muskoka wasn't as backward technologically as 
people might think.  And when gasoline engines were first coming in at the beginning of 
the 20th century, it wasn't very long until there were, gasoline driven launches. 
 
BILL GRAY 
My family's first launch was built in 1903 and it was built by the Toronto Launch 
Company and the motor was built by the Toronto Gasoline Engine Company, so I think 
that says it all.  And I know my grandmother said that when they used to use the boat 
they basically paddled it.  And my great grandfather was so tired of everyone making fun 
of him having this launch, he gave all his daughters (because he had four daughters) fake 
names.  So like my grandmother, whose name was Louise was called Violet, and he  
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BILL GRAY (CONTINUED) 
would say, 'Violet paddle harder!’ as they were going through the cut in Port Sandfield.  
Because he didn't want the people that he knew in the hotel to make fun of him anymore. 
 
PAUL DODDINGTON 
In the early days you got gasoline from a chemist, and you’d buy it in bottles.  But as 
time went on gas was transported around the lake in barrels.  
 
BILL GRAY 
There was lots of very fine launch builders throughout the province, throughout the states 
- wherever.  But what happened was, here you had waters that were kind to boats.  We 
don't have the tremendous changes in water levels, we don't have the same problems with 
ice, and you have a lot of people who've been here for a long, long time.  The best mark 
of boats I think was Minette-Shields.  Bert Minette was a son of the person who started 
Cleveland's house.  And he was an incredible workman, he was known as being 
unbelievably fastidious in everything he did.  And he was just doing them so much better 
than anybody else did.   
 
The best way of explaining is that the builders here built boats with what they'd call a 
piano finish, meaning it was four, five, six coats of varnish, absolutely superb.  A launch 
that you would buy in 1929, you could buy a house for in North Toronto - same price. 
 
PAUL DODDINGTON 
When the Dippy came along it was sort of hailed as the model T of the waterways.  And 
so the Dippies were basically glorified motorized rowboats.  So a company was formed 
in the spring of 1916, and it took over the W.J. Johnson Boat Works in Port Carling. 
 
The problem with boats in those days was that logging was still going on in Muskoka.   
These dead-heads were constantly floating around in the lake and they would move from 
one day to the next depending on what the wind did with them.  And you could be 
happily jogging along out in the middle of the lake, and all of a sudden BANG!  You 
would hit something that was perhaps just six inches under the water. 
 
This device, as they call it – Disappearing Propeller Device – had a protecting skeg under 
the thing, so that it was automatic.  So that if you were going along and you his a rock, or 
one of these dead-heads that we were talking about earlier, the thing would automatically 
come up, and 99% of the time it wouldn’t do any damage to the propeller.  And you can 
see how it all articulates here.  It’s really quite amazing. 
 
Now these engines were rocket science, more or less in their day, as far as engines were 
concerned.  Most engines in boats at that time, marine engines, weighed roughly one 
hundred pounds per horsepower.  This is a three horsepower engine and it weighs thirty-
nine pounds.  Turn the grease cups, adjust the mixture, ignition on and here we go - 
maybe. Uh, a little rich.  In a dippy you can't go fast anyway, because they only go six 
miles an hour, so you might as well sit back and enjoy the ride, and it's an absolutely 
marvelous way to travel. 
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SONG (V.O.) 
I’m lonely and blue and I’m longing for you; come where we’ll be alone -- Lovers’ songs 
we will croon gliding under the moon, out in a boat all my own!  
 
Come take a trip in my dippy-dip-dip, over the lake so blue-- go for a ride, cuddle close 
to my side-- tell me your love is true!  Though stormy or calm the weather, we’ll travel 
along together!  So come take a trip in my dippy-dip-dip And I’ll tell my love to you!  
 
No trouble we’ll know in my little Dispro, under the stars up above. Gently sailing along 
like the tune of the song; no better place to make love! 
 
PAUL DODDINGTON 
The company became, by the early nineteen twenties, the largest motorboat building 
enterprise in the British Empire.  It is said that practically every able-bodied man in the 
community had winter work there.  If you weren't working in the bush cutting firewood 
to stay warm; you worked in the DP factory.  And by 1926 they had produced over 2 000 
boats in this factory.  
 
If you could somehow figure out how to do things on an assembly line basis, then you 
could really make a lot of money.  And that was the idea behind the Dippy, but the only 
fallacy in that was that a Dippy is a hand built wooden boat.  And you can't mass-produce 
woodworking skills - they did the best they could.  They cut - they had one person doing 
cutting out all the planking and somebody else would do all of the ribbing, and somebody 
else would do the nailing, but still, there were these skills involved, and no two boats 
turned out the same.  It wasn't as though they were being stamped out by a machine.   
 
But a lot of the guys that worked in other places like the Port Carling boat works and 
Dukes and Greavettes, and Minettes, these guys all had worked here and got a lot of skills 
you know building these things.  
 
DOUGLAS SMITH 
My uncle was the foreman at Greavette's, and in those days you had to work when you 
were young because you had to work to eat...It's not like it is now.  When I started I was 
16.  And I've been at it - working ever since.  Well, I was the gas boy for two summers 
when I went to school.  He decided that I better come in and work all winter, and so, we 
used to plank boats and it wasn’t very long ‘til they had me doing too much.  We used to 
work 14 hours a day all summer.   
 
I moved to being an upholsterer because I didn't like sanding, when you're woodworking.  
And it was too dirty a job, so I decided to become an upholsterer and keep clean. 
 
JAMES BARTLEMAN 
I grew up as my brother did, you know, and like all the other guys in the village, just as 
soon as we were able to we were caddying, we were painting cottages, we were raking 
leaves, we were working.  And all around us were these middle class kids from Toronto 
and elsewhere, who were doing nothing.  Except running around in their outboard motor  
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JAMES BARTLEMAN (CONTINUED) 
boats, and playing golf at the Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country Club.  And who looked 
down upon us as the local yokels.  So I didn't like that at all.  And I think that was 
something very formative in me.   
 
On the other hand, I also saw there was tremendous generosity on the part of individuals 
who had the means of helping.  For example, when I was in grade ten, I got a job working 
on the estate of a wealthy American, the chairman of the board of Pittsburgh Paint and 
Plate Glass, Robert Clause.  My Indian grandfather had worked on the estate, my father 
had worked on the estate, and I was now working on the estate - raking leaves, cutting 
wood, polishing those expensive antique boats.  And the people were certainly very 
friendly.  They did not look down upon us; they talked to us as human beings.  Then 
when I was in grade twelve, the old gentleman called me up on the big verandah, asked 
me to sit down, and he said that he understood I was still in school, and that if I wanted 
to, he would pay to allow me to go to university if I wanted.  So that was a marvelous 
thing.  And I just regret that the old gentleman passed away shortly after I graduated.   
And so, I never was able to thank him properly, I mean I thanked him, but I was never 
able to thank him properly.  And so I've always had a great affection for Americans as a 
result of that, and their generosity, and the way they helped me has mitigated the 
resentment I felt about the great economic differences between rich and poor. 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
For those employed in one of Muskoka’s many boat building enterprises, the onset of the 
Second World War marked a change in direction, and a new spirit of cooperation.  
 
PAUL MATHER 
During the War they were quite afraid of the mines, because they were magnetically 
drawn to the boats, and so they needed some method to go through the mines, and destroy 
them and so a steel boat would not do it.  So wooden boats, now this area being famous 
for building wood boats was a logical place to build them. 
 
BERNARD NICHOLSON 
Now a Fairmile was a relatively high-speed sub-chaser, used for costal patrol, rated for 
about 1800-horse power. 
 
Minette-Shields got a contract to build Fairmiles and unfortunately they were on the 
Muskoka lakes so it was kind of impractical for them to build a 112-foot long ship and 
then essentially get it somewhere that it could get to the ocean.  So, the first one, they 
prefabricated a lot of the components in their shops and then shipped them to the Port 
Carling Boat Works shop in Honey Harbour.  After that they built everything in Honey 
Harbour. 
 
JANET MACEY 
So that provided work for the people of the area in Honey Harbor, including my husband 
who had his very first job as a young lad of 13.  They taught him how to spray paint the 
sides of Fairmile boats, which he thought was a nauseous sort of business. 
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BERNARD NICHOLSON 
In addition to the Fairmiles, the Honey Harbour Boat Works also managed to get a 
contract to build two minesweepers.  Which were a substantially larger boat, they were 
about 140 ft. long.  They were built for the Russian Navy. 
 
 
Chapter 18.  Norwegian Flyers 
 
Synopsis 
When Norway was occupied during WWII, the country’s Air Force established a training 
camp in Muskoka.  Here, they could fly over terrain that was similar to that of their 
home.  

• Royal Norwegian Air Force & their Muskoka camp 
• Vesle Skaugum 

 
Chapter 18 Transcript 
 
WW2 STOCK FOOTAGE NARRATION 
Nazi warships, discovered along the entire coastline, started steaming up the Norwegian 
fiords.  Ships, transports, tanks, men, planes, all flung themselves simultaneously upon a 
defenseless country.   
 
AL BACON 
The Norwegians were part of the British Commonwealth Air Training plan.  They went 
to England, and they wanted to take up flying. They couldn't fly in England, because at 
that time, was the Battle of Britain going on.  So the only country they had to come to 
was Canada.  
 
MATT FAIRBRASS 
They needed terrain to fly over that was similar to what they would be flying in at home - 
the fiords and valleys and things in Norway.  There was a lot more room up here for them 
and basically the airport was available. 
 
AL BACON 
It wasn't officially opened until July of 1942 by Crown Prince Olaf and Princess Martha.  
They lived in, Washington DC and they used to travel up here to Toronto, the island 
airport and to Muskoka and to Vesle Skogum, which was their recreation and recruit 
training camp, which is northeast of Huntsville, which is now the Olympic Sports Camp. 
The Cornel Fairchild was their elementary training plane.  You have to start off in 
something that is nice and light and easy to handle.  Once you get an 820 horsepower 
motor in front of you, you have to watch what you are doing because it can take you 
down fast. 
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MATT FAIRBRASS 
Your country has been invaded.  These fellows were very aggressive flyers.  The planes 
were being put through the types of cyclical torturing that you normally wouldn't put that 
type of an aircraft through.  
 
AL BACON 
They were only made for elementary training, but you give a man who is starting to fly 
and he wants to be a spitfire pilot, he is going to put the plane through everything he can.  
And wings would collapse on them.  We have anywhere from 17-21 that we know of, just 
in the Muskoka area.  In our investigation, we have discovered that we know of maybe 4 
or 5 that were never recovered, but there could be a lot more than that.  
 
 
Chapter 19.  Car Culture 
 
Synopsis 
When the highway reached Muskoka in the 1930’s, the ever-increasing numbers of 
automobiles prompted great changes in the tourism economy.  While the car was a boon 
for some enterprises, it was the death knell for the steamships.   

• The last days of the steamers 
• The fall of the big resorts and the rise of cottages 
• Santa’s Village 
• Limberlost Lodge & the Huntsville Winter Carnival 

 
Chapter 19 Transcript 
 
NARRATOR (V.O.) 
Following the end of World War II, things in Muskoka returned, for the most part, to how 
they had been before it started - almost.  You see a change had begun many years earlier 
and was now about to accelerate.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
In 1930, paved highway reached Gravenhurst for the first time.  The highways were 
steadily extended through the Muskoka district afterwards, forming tentacles spreading 
through the region you might say.  In part they were built as form of unemployment relief 
and the more the roads were improved the more the people came to the resorts by car, the 
more trucks could usurp the freighting and take it away from the boats.  Trucks could 
deliver freight direct to someone's door, instead of just to the nearest dock.   
 
Both the Muskoka Navigation Company and the Huntsville Navigation Company were 
soon in a very desperate situation.  Now the Second World War gave the boat lines a 
reprieve, gasoline was scarce and rationed, overseas travel was dangerous, and people 
were not likely to undertake it.  But even in the Second World War you could still take a 
train from Toronto to Muskoka wharf.  But it was an artificial prosperity, as soon as the 
war ended and people had a lot of money saved up, which they had not been able to  
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RICHARD TATLEY (CONTINUED) 
spend on much during the war, they began spending their money on new automobiles and 
speed boats.  So the decline was resumed.  
 
PAUL WHITE 
People used to come up and spend the summer up here at the hotel and they would spend 
a month or two here with their families.  And then when the cars started coming in they 
shortened their visits. They used to come up just for weekends and that sort of thing.   
 
NANCY TATLEY 
The car actually contributed to the crash of the economy on the island because they lost 
this mystique.  First of all, you didn’t go for as long and secondly because you were so 
mobile there were so many other places you could get to and now because you had the 
car you were expected to do these big driving vacations and see everything.  
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
The transition from tourist resort to cottaging really developed in earnest in the 1930's 
during the Depression.  It was during that period in which the cottagers began to 
outnumber guests at the resort hotels.  And of course during the 1930's and afterwards the 
number of resort hotels began to diminish.  One by one they began closing their doors, 
and in some cases rather mysteriously burning down.  Everyone who knows anything 
about it, agrees that by the 1930’s when the Depression hit, the Royal Muskoka soon 
became a very embarrassing white elephant.  Very often the staff would outnumber the 
guests.  The Royal Muskoka Hotel lasted until the spring of 1952, and then one night just 
before the season opened the great hotel took fire.  It was built essentially out of wood.   
The fire was immensely spectacular; people could see it from all around Lake Rousseau.   
People from Port Carling and vicinity rushed to scene in their motorboats for example, 
and in some cases people ran in and out of the burning hotel, grabbing anything that they 
could.  We will never be absolutely sure what did happen, but there can be no doubt that 
a lot of the old hotels in Muskoka were torched on purpose, when the owners had 
despaired of being able to make them pay.   
 
After the Second World War with passenger rail traffic in decline, in the face of the 
advent of the automobile, soon the railway’s receipts were dropping.  And in 1953 the 
Canadian National sent its last passenger train to the Muskoka Wharf.  The last steamer 
on the lake of the Bays was laid up in 1949, that was Iroquois at South Portage, and the 
Algonquin was laid up at Huntsville in 1952 - that was the end of the Huntsville 
navigation company.  And the Muskoka Company managed to stagger on for a few more 
years.  What was nearly the last straw was the loss of the mail contract and with only a 
very short season to take the recreation cruises, it wasn't enough.  On Labour Day 1958 
the Sagamo made her last trip from Gravenhurst and people correctly surmised when she 
tied up, well, that’s it – we’re not going be running the boats next season.  And so you 
might say a glorious period in Canadian History came to an end.  
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NARRATOR (V.O.) 
While the automobile may have been responsible for the decline of the railways and the 
steamships and the consolidation of Muskoka’s hotels, it was also directly responsible for 
bringing yet another famous person to Muskoka.  
 
SANTA CLAUSE 
Actually we come from the North Pole, in the springtime and, here's our home for the 
summer.  Muskoka, is just a gorgeous place - it's a lot like the North Pole, without the 
ice.  Mrs. Claus is with me and we bring some of the reindeer with us.  After all the 
children go home, I usually go down to the dock, do a bit of fishing.  
 
PAT BOYER 
By the end of the Second World War and into the 1950's, Ontario is really ramping it up. 
There is new prosperity, automobiles are within reach of everyone, and what’s happening 
is that the two lane highways, like Highway 11 - that is also doubling as the main street, 
through Barrie, through Orillia, through Gravenhurst, through Bracebridge, through 
Huntsville, through Burk's Falls and through North Bay - is getting very clogged.  And as 
a kid in Bracebridge I can remember in the 1950's in the summer, the main street was a 
parking lot.  
 
KEN BLACK 
Eventually the decision was made by the provincial government to build bypasses that 
went around the communities as opposed to coming right through the center.  And so in 
the fifties we had bypasses built and decreased the traffic flow to the town and this was a 
matter of some great concern for the communities because they were used to having these 
hordes of tourists having to drive through their towns.  And so as they drove through they 
bought gasoline, they bought groceries, they bought ice cream, and they might even have 
bought the occasional boxes of beer. 
 
PAT BOYER 
So this group of businessmen decided, ‘Let's put something on the west side so we will 
keep the flow of traffic coming through town.’  And they said, ‘What could we possibly 
put up out there?’  Well they got the idea that's something like a Santa's Village might be 
neat because Bracebridge is right on the 45th parallel.  So it is half way between the 
equator and the North Pole, so this could be Santa's summer home. 
 
As they came back to the town of Bracebridge, the council was not interested.  This was 
not like building a culvert, this was like fantasy, 'Santa’s Village, are you guys all a 
right?'  Fortunately these businessmen said, ‘OK, then we will do it on our own,’ and they 
formed Santa's Village Limited, a private company.  My dad, who was one of these 
businessmen and who became the first president of Santa's Village Ltd., always 
maintained thereafter that was actually the best thing that could have happened.   
 
Within a year they had totally transformed that - the log buildings of Santa's Village were 
put up, and we had a spectacular opening in 1955.  Ever since then it has been a major 
tourist attraction on the west side of Bracebridge and has helped keep the town alive and  
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PAT BOYER (CONTINUED) 
it has provided a lot of jobs for the people locally.  I worked as Robin Hood at Santa's 
Village for $3.00 per day, I ran the archery range, the best job I ever had.  I was teaching 
lovely young teenage girls how to hold the bow and to pull it back to shoot.  It was a 
dream and it was fun because there was something in the mid fifties that was very 
authentic in what was presented there. 
 
SANTA CLAUSE 
Oh no, I'd never ever, ever switch summer homes.  They just think I am one of the old 
boys.  It’s kind of nice that way.   
 
PAT BOYER 
There is a reality in Muskoka that has been addressed by people mindful of the 
importance of tourism to the Muskoka economy.  And so in the 1950's we developed the 
Cavalcade of Colours.  What is all this about? To extend the tourist season, because if 
only July and August are the two months out of twelve when you make it or don't for that 
whole year, that is a very narrow margin for failure.  And so everything that we were 
doing in Muskoka was to extend the shoulders of the tourist season.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
One of the first tourism operators to understand that winter could be as popular a time as 
the summer was Gordon Hill of the Lake of Bays area.  He built a resort called 
Limberlost Lodge.  He made sure that they could ski and snowshoe and do all these 
things, and eventually he opened a ski resort complex called ‘Top of the World.’  When 
the 1930's did come along, and there was the Depression, Huntsville looked to the 
experience of Gordon Hill, and his winter tourism and thought, ‘Hmm, we have hills in 
Huntsville.  Why don't we take advantage of this new tourism potential?  And why don't 
we create in our own town a winter carnival?’ In the ‘30's when this got started 
Huntsville would have three winter carnivals a year like this and they called them the 
Carnivals of the Snows.  
 
 
Chapter 20.  Environmental Stewardship 
 
Synopsis 
Concerned residents have been working for decades to reclaim lands and waters that were 
tainted by industrial and residential abuses of the past.  Today, community groups work 
to protect Muskoka’s shores. 

• Caring for the Watershed & mitigating pollution 
• Iroquois Cranberry Growers & the Wahta Mohawks 



 66 

Chapter 20 Transcript 
 
KEN BLACK 
People don't come to Muskoka because it's another face of down town Toronto, or 
another face of Pittsburgh, or any other city or community.  They come here because they 
enjoy the recreational values, they enjoy the wilderness experience they have, they enjoy 
the quality of the air and the quality of the water in our lakes and rivers.  
 
TOURISM VIDEO (V.O.) 
Clear waters have a fascination for those in the water and for those dockside.  And it’s 
comforting to know that there has never been pollution of any kind.  
 
PAT BOYER 
Basically the advent of rubber and plastics substituting for leather brought to a close the 
two big tanneries in Bracebridge.  It also meant that by the time that I was growing up, I 
could actually swim - we boys in town could swim (and girls), in all that part of the river, 
including below the falls where the tanneries were.  
 
KEN BLACK 
The landscape of Muskoka was decimated by clear cutting.  And if you look at early 
photos of those days you will see in most of our communities that there was very little in 
the way of forest in the background.  So there were stresses on the watershed in those 
days. Those specific stresses have been reduced now.  And they've been replaced by 
different stresses.  And the stresses come from development along the shorelines of our 
lakes and rivers.   
 
I think in the early days, it is fair to say, people were not as conscience of sewage 
disposal as they are today.  Even the towns often had their sewage disposal flow into the 
river, or a quantity of it did.  Same was true with the development that occurred around 
the lakes and rivers.  Gradually, and I'm not sure I can pinpoint exactly when it happened, 
but over the course of time - through the forties, the fifties, and the sixties, I think people 
became more and more concerned about preserving the natural beauty of Muskoka, 
preserving some of the heritage of Muskoka, and so cottage Associations, particularly the 
MLA, the Muskoka Lakes Association, had a group of people who had been heavily 
involved in the fight against acid rain in Ontario and in Canada.  It lead the charge there, 
along with some permanent residents from Muskoka, and some people from some other 
parts of Canada. And then turned their attention directly to Muskoka's environment, and 
the impacts that were happening here as a result of human development and growth.  
 
What we've seen in recent years is a real thrust to make sure that the watershed is 
protected, and the health of the water is protected.  And so we've had ongoing testing of 
water.  We've had the great stress by municipalities on ensuring that sewage does not find 
its way into the watershed.  It's never a black or white story.  There are always going to 
be stresses on natural surroundings when you introduce human beings into them.  And 
what we have to ensure is that those stresses are minimized to the greatest extent 
possible. 
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MATT COMMANDENT 
The Wahta Mohawks came to Wahta, originally from Oka Quebec.  They left Oka in 
1881 because of political and religious strife.  They arrived in Bala, October 31st, made 
their camp, and the next day there was a foot of snow on the ground.   
 
Cranberries grew here naturally, and shortly after the people arrived, they harvested the 
fruit.  And over the years some people actually harvested large quantities and packed 
them in bags and sold them commercially.  In the mid sixties, the then Chief was looking 
for some economic development.  He hit up on the idea of growing cranberries 
commercially, he knew there was a grower in Bala, and sort of went hat in hand, asked, 
'Can you show us how to grow cranberries?'  And he said, 'Yes.'   
 
And now we've got 68 acres of cranberries and 400 acres of supporting land.  It's 
important to understand that a cranberry farm, almost any farm for that matter, isn't just 
what you see fenced in.  It's the woodlots that are beside it, it's the uplands, it's the 
wetlands, it's all an important part of the system that is a farm.  It's important to accept 
that you're part of the system.  And I think traditionally that's an approach that the 
community can appreciate, that we feel that we are part of the system, we're connected to 
the land, we're not separate.   
 
 
Chapter 21.  The Muskoka Mystique 
 
Synopsis 
For centuries, the granite that lies just beneath the surface has shaped life on the edge of 
the Canadian Shield.  Through the beauty of the environment, and the spirit of Muskoka’s 
residents, a mystique has evolved that continues to draw people to the area today. 

• Resurrecting the Segwun 
• Credits 

 
Chapter 21 Transcript 
 
PAT BOYER 
Well the Muskoka Mystique is by definition something ethereal, or mysterious, and yet I 
think it is based on realities and elements that are true.  
 
KEN BLACK 
Muskoka has been successful as a tourism destination because, first of all, the early 
pioneers recognized its potential for that, and then the people who have subsequently 
followed them have built on that concept, on that image of Muskoka. 
 
RICHARD TATLEY 
There was a group of dedicated fools in Gravenhurst and vicinity, who conceived of the 
apparently ridiculous idea of trying to steam up, the old steamer Segwun, which survived 
the scrap yards only because the Town of Gravenhurst bought it in 1962 and turned it into 
a floating museum.  Not only was it an immensely difficult and costly undertaking, but  
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RICHARD TATLEY (CONTINUED) 
we had countless critics all the time, on the sides who were laughing at us.  They kept 
saying, ‘Your crazy!’  And they had all the facts and figures to prove it. Some of them 
had worked it all out in detail.  And in fact for the first 4 seasons of operations, starting in 
1981, the critics all seemed to be right.  We ran the old ship for four seasons and lost 
money every year, but every year the loss was a little less.  Little by little the momentum 
built up, little by little we figured out how to advertise, who the people were who would 
take such a cruise, and it has worked. 
 
NANCY TAPLEY 
The developers always are knocking on you're door if you've got land in Muskoka and if 
you've got big land.  Our problem is we like it the way it is - it took us a hundred years to 
get it to where you really like what you got.  I think there's enough stuff around that I 
don't really need to see my fields developed into yet another golf course and my 
lakeshore developed into yet another multi-story condominium thing.  And this is where 
the roots go deep.  
 
SUSAN PRYKE 
I know personally that I can travel anywhere in the world and not feel comfortable unless 
I have that permanency of the Muskoka rock beneath me.  Now it seems rather strange I 
would think to think that there is comfort in something as hard as the Canadian Shield, 
but for me, there is nothing better than to climb up to the top of a hill behind your house 
and sit down and look out over the landscape.  You really feel rooted to nature.  You are 
a part of that history, that permanence - that is in many ways the history of our Canadian 
Shield and in many ways is the history of our lakes. 
 
PAT BOYER 
Thousands and then more thousands of Canadians had these formative, wonderful, never 
to be forgotten, summer experiences in Muskoka and for sure that adds to the Muskoka 
Mystique.  The Muskoka Mystique is not confined geographically to the District of 
Muskoka, a very great part of it, whether it is through the paintings of the Group of 
Seven, or the memories teenagers who worked in the resorts, it is beyond the boundaries 
geographically of Muskoka and it exists in the public mind as this special place that 
exists just up there, at the edge of the Canadian Shield.  
 
NARRATOR (SINGING) & CREDITS 
‘Tis Five and Twenty Years ago,  
Though I've forgot the day, 
When three youths launched a rickety scow  
On fair Muskoka Bay. 
One was a bluffer, the other a duffer  
And the third who sings this lay.  
Tonight is just the kind of man  
That anyone cares to say. 
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Ring out, ring out the song,  
With voices sweet and strong,  
To the blessed isles,  
Where nature smiles,  
And pleasant waters flow;  
To the ever-changing sky,  
And the forests waving high!  
For we love them still,  
As we loved them five-  
And twenty years ago.  
 
And ever since then all kinds of men  
And women and girls and boys 
And lots of those strange non-descripts  
Best known as hobbledeboys,  
Have left their homes in the wilds to roam  
To go in the track of that kittles pack, 
The hardy pioneers. 
 
Ah me! Ah me! What sights to see!  
What pleasant sounds to hear!  
We’ve turned with disgust from the city’s dust,  
In the summer of the year.  
What friendships made ‘neath the forest shade  
Or out on the rippling tide,  
In hearts live on through friends be gone,  
Or a thousand miles divide.  
 
Some are deep in the battle of life,  
and some have no time to play;  
And some are sick, and some are sad,  
And many turning gray;  
And some have got encumbrances  
who will not let them stray;  
So in numbers few is the festive crew  
That celebrates the day.  
But our hearts are young and our voices strong, 
And our love knows no decay,  
For scenes of yore on Joseph’s shore,  
And the friends of a bygone day.  
O may our powers to enjoy these hours,  
The older though we grow,  
Be all alive as they were five-  
And-twenty years ago.   
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Activity Ideas for Chapter 17-21 
 
Boats, Boats, Boats 

1. With the current economic situation, auto manufacturers are finding themselves at 
a defining moment in history.  A little innovation, similar to that used to design 
‘the Dippy,’ could take these manufacturers a long way.  In groups, students will 
design their own vehicle to solve a transportation issue of their choosing. 

2. Write a ‘ballad’ on an incident or artifact from Muskoka’s history, i.e. the Dippy 
song.  The ballad could also be modeled after a Muskoka Club poem. 

a. Students can pair up, with one partner writing the lyrics to the song, and 
the other creating the music in Garage Band or with an instrument of their 
choice. 

b. OR Students can write lyrics to accompany a song or tune of their choice.  
If there is access to a karaoke machine – students could sing their tunes at 
a class karaoke night/afternoon. 

3. How have boaters’ needs changed today from 75 years ago?  If the great boat 
building shops were still around today, what kinds of boats would they make?  
Design a modern day luxury boat. 

 
Norwegian Flyers 

1. Write a screen play based on a Muskoka town during the World War II period.  
With young people from Norway at the Muskoka Airport, a POW camp in 
Gravenhurst, and Warships being built in Port Carling and Honey Harbour, there 
was sure to be some drama.  Students may use a specific incident from the film, or 
create a plausible story from the historical facts. Be sure to include a detailed 
description of the location for each scene. 

2. World War II affected people all over the world.  Have students research the 
affect of World War II on their own families.  They can interview a grandparent if 
possible.  Have the students create a family scrapbook on life during that time. 

 
Car Culture 
1. Describe a “day in the life” for your family if you didn’t own a car. 
2. Cars of the future will look very different that they do today.  According to 

Motorpoint, cars will change dramatically and soon.  For example, ‘active safety 
systems will include radar and cameras that watch for danger.  We’ve put airbags just 
about every place you can.’ says Toyota Product-planning Manager, John Weiner, 
‘Within the next five years the car will use algorithms to anticipate hazards and 
intervene or warn the driver.’ Using Powerpoint, create a slide show that informs 
about how cars are changing and the new directions that design is going in.  Make a 
prediction for the future on what you think cars will look like. 

3. Considering the environment, what is your opinion on what transportation should 
look like? How should people move from place to place without harming the 
ecosystem? Draw a picture on what this future may look like. 

4. Design an eco friendly touring transport.  Remember that airplanes, buses and ocean 
liners are very eco unfriendly and carry a harmful carbon footprint. 
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Stewardship 
1. The Muskoka Watershed Council works to monitor and minimize stresses on 

local watersheds.  What can you do at your school to minimize its impact on the 
environment?  Devise an environmental project at your school to tackle with 
students.  Get other classes involved! 

 
General Ideas 

1. Oral Histories – First Nations people have passed down their heritage for 
thousands of years by reciting them to their children and families over and over.  
Think of a story from your childhood that you were told by a parent, grandparent, 
or relative.  Have a class story circle, where students are invited to bring in 
pillows, blankets, and snacks, and each student will take a turn reciting a story 
that is personal to them.  Students may want to practice their stories before 
coming in to class. Students could also bring in a grandparent to tell an old family 
story. Student could also video tape or tape record an interview with a 
grandparent and make a video or podcast. 

2. Produce a “Heritage Minute” and re-enact any significant moment in Muskoka’s 
history.  Students without access to video cameras could produce a stop frame 
animation with real actors, puppets or dolls. 
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Film Credits 
 
Muskoka Visual Heritage Project Lead Partner 

• Muskoka Heritage Foundation 
 
Muskoka Visual Heritage Project Partners 

• Bob Emmett Town & Country Realty Specialist, Coldwell Banker 
• Friends of Muskoka Pioneer Village 
• Muskoka Heritage Place 
• Muskoka Lakes Association 
• Muskoka Tourism 
• Reel Alternatives Huntsville 
• Severn Lodge 
• Southeast Georgian Bay Chamber of Commerce 
• The Corporation of the Township of Georgian Bay 
• The District Municipality of Muskoka 
• The Real Muskoka Experience 
• Town of Bracebridge 
• Town of Gravenhurst 
• Town of Huntsville 
• Township of Lake of Bays 
• Township of Muskoka Lakes 

 
Friends of the Muskoka Visual Heritage Project 

• Bala’s Museum with Memories of Lucy Maud Montgomery 
• Bethune Memorial House National Historic Site 
• Bracebridge Public Library 
• Gravenhurst Public Library 
• Honey Harbour Historical Society 
• Huntsville Heritage Committee 
• Huntsville Lake of Bays Railroad Heritage Society 
• Huntsville Public Library 
• Lake of Bays Heritage Foundation 
• Lake of Bays Municipal Heritage Committee 
• Mactier Railroad Heritage Society 
• Muskoka Airport Committee 
• Muskoka Lakes Museum 
• Muskoka Rails Museum 
• The Madawaska Club at Go Home Bay 
• Township of Georgian Bay Public Library Board  
• Trillium Lakelands District School Board 

 
 
Director, Cinematographer, & Editor - Zachary Melnick 
 
Producer, Maps & Graphics -Yvonne Drebert 
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Re-Enactment Director - Drew Lint 
 
Assistant Producer  – Cheryl Cooper 
 
Research & Writting – Bill Darfler, Zachary Melnick, & Yvonne Drebert 
 
Sound Recordist & Sound Mix, Flash Animator - Kyle Melnick 
 
Original Score by Brian Schneberk 
 
Original Music by Ian Bell 
 
Theme Music by Simon Wood 
 
Assistant Editor - Amanda Melnick 
 
Costumes and Props – Yvonne Drebert, Amanda Melnick, & Diana Player 
 
Historical Costume Consultants – Diana Player & George N. Wells 
 
Historical Costume Seamstress – Wendy Melnick 
 
Transcriptions – Karen Harwood, Diana Player, Leeanna Jordan, Tanya Vernackt 
 
Regional Fundraisers – Joan Eaglesham 
 
Muskoka Heritage Foundation Liaisons – Cathy Kuntz & Joan Eaglesham 
 
 
Interview Subjects 

• James T. Angus  
• Albert H. Bacon  
• The Hon. James K. Bartleman  
• Ken Black  
• J. Patrick Boyer 
• Ron Breckbill  
• Dr. Claire Campbell  
• Matt Commandant  
• Paul Dodington  
• Matthew Fairbrass  
• Janet Fisher  
• William M. Gray  
• Jack Hutton  
• Karl Jaffary  
• Charles Leon King  
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• Gloria King  
• Stewart King 
• Liz Lundell 
• George T. Lupton 
• Janet Macey  
• Paul Mather 
• Russ Nicholls  
• Bernard Nicholson  
• Bill Newsome  
• Phyllis Parker  
• Barbara Paterson  
• David Powley 
• Susan Pryke  
• Gwen Robinson 
• Brian D. Ross 
• Doug Smith 
• Douglas Smith 
• Brian Tapley 
• Nancy Tapley 
• Richard Tately 
• Nancy Thompson 
• Ken Veitch 
• Paul White 

 
Re-Enactment Cast (In Order of Appearance) 

• Narrator – Ian Bell 
• James Bain – Isaac Faulkner 
• John Campbell – Evan Cooper 
• Mr. Crombie – Joshua Hood 
• Winston - Katie the Terrier 
• Mickey McCabe – Derek Shelly 
• Mother McCabe – Robin Clipsham 
• Tool Knapper – Levi Aguonie 
• First Nations Peoples: The British Native Allies – Lynda Balena, One Feather 

Arsenault, John Roloson, Adam Roloson, Zeke De Jonckheere, Debbie Clymer, 
Cedar Heart, Soange taha (Stuart) Engler, Patrick Doyle, Kim Lundberg, David 
Lundberg, Jason McGowan, Allen Summerhayes, Nancy Jensen, Wolf Thomas, 
Philip Bélanger 

• First Nations Female Singer – Lila Tubobondung 
• Surveyors – André Aubin, Alexander Richardson, Kyle Melnick 
• David Thompson – Larry Maughn 
• David Thompson’s Crew – Dave Maughan, Chris Bunker & Tom Glassford 
• Farm Boy – Isaac Prud’homme  
• Police arresting Anishinabek – Jeff Erskine, Dave Smith 
• Anishnabek Being Arrested – Sunny Osawabine, Gordie Odjig 
• Treaty Spectators – Ron Morrison, James Draper, Dale Brown 
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• Treaty Official – Thomas Stewart 
• David Gibson – Nick Wells 
• William Lyon Mackenzie – Robert Tordiff 
• John Rolph -  John Herb 
• Lumberjack/Horse Driver – Gerald Cook 
• Lumberjacks – Steve Ghikadis, Brodie Cooper, Anthony Grani 
• Young A.P. Cockburn – David Breckenridge 
• Young Cockburn’s Friend – Michael Buss 
• Older A.P. Cockburn – Gregg Evans 
• Old Time Film Farmer Joe – Liam Cragg 
• Printing Press Operator – Jeffery Booth 
• Old Time Film Sportsman – Brad Osborne  
• Fishermen in Canoe – Laurier Carrey, Henri Lagrandeur 
• Male Dignitary 1 – Bob McTavish 
• Elizabeth Campbell – Victoria Murdoch 
• Victorian Lady 1 – Jennifer Creasor 
• Victorian Lady 2 – Shelly Hendrycks 
• Senior Sandi – Sean Johnston 
• Thomas Robinson (Rower) – Adam Nicholson 
• Cockburn’s Lady Friend - Leslie Jennings 
• Dignitaries on the Steamer: Beth Bristow, Justice Hendrycks, Susan Brenciaglia, 

John Brenciaglia, Julia Gruber, Jenny Gruber, Dale Hall 
• Server on Steamer – Kyle Melnick 
• Edwardian Partiers – Cheri Killingworth, Sarah Falkanger, Peggy Prud’homme, 

Cindy Susut, Claire Susut, Jordan Brown, Katie Prud’homme, Elizabeth Racher 
• Steam Launch Operator – Paul Gockel 
• Band Vocalist – Karen Jackson 
• Band Pianist – Jack Hutton 
• Band Trumpet – Neil Barlow  
• Band Bass - Mike Philips 
• Departing Male – Brian Appleton 
• Departing Female – Wendy Appleton 
• Campbell’s Well-Wishing Lady Friend – Amanda Melnick 
• Older John Campbell – Ben Harrison 
• Older Campbell’s Lover – Sheila Pennington 
• Victorian Child 1 – David Wray 
• Victorian Child 2 – Aubrey Creasor 
• Victorian Child 3 - Caroline Cox 

 
Voice Overs 

• Female – Maggie St. Chartland 
• Male – Jeff Teravainen 

 
Historical Re-Enactment Boats Courtesy of: 

• Birch Bark Canoe Small –  (Trapper) Bob Atkinson 
• Birch Bark Canoe Large – Assiginack Museum, Manitoulin Island 
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• Birch Bark Kayak - Bruce Peninsula National Park & Fathom Five National 
Marine Park 

• Leaky Scow - Stephen Wohleber 
• Cedar Strip Canoe – Francine Albrough 
• Wooden Double Ended Rowboat – B. Geisler & Sons Ltd. 
• Steam Launch – Paul Gockel 
• R.M.S. Segwun – Muskoka Steamships 

 
Special Thanks to Our Shooting Locations: 

• Nickel District Conservation Authority - Lake Laurentian Conservation Area 
• Muskoka Heritage Place  
• Browning Island  
• Bondi Village (Dwight) 
• Summerholm  
• Chief’s Island and the Mason Family 
• Huckleberry Rock Trail – The Township of Muskoka Lakes 
• Gitchie Island  
• Michael Buss’s Cabin in the Woods 

 
Archival Materials Provided By 
 

• Archaeological Artifact Photographs courtesy of Parks Canada 
• Archives of Ontario 
• Bala’s Museum with Memories of Lucy Maud Mongomery 
• Bethune Memorial House National Historic Site  
• Bracebridge Public Library 
• Footage of Atherly Narrows provided by Parks Canada 
• Grace & Speed: Muskoka Boat & Heritage Center 
• Gravenhurst Archives 
• Graydon Boyes  
• Gwen Robinson & Rod Bolton – ‘Reflections: The Story of Go Home Lake’ 

Collection 
• Honey Harbour Historical Society 
• Huntsville Public Library 
• James T. Angus  
• J. Patrick Boyer  
• John Macfie  
• Johnston’s Cranberries 
• Library and Archives Canada 
• Little Norway and the Lost Airmen in Muskoka 
• Muskoka Heritage Place 
• Muskoka Rails Museum 
• Nancy Tapley – Bondi Village  
• Nancy Thompson  
• Paul Dodington  
• Paul White  
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• Richard Tatley  
• Ron Breckbill  
• Russ Nicholls 
• Susan Pryke  
• The Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 
• West Parry Sound District Museum 
• William M. Gray  

 
Special Thanks To:  

• Ontario Visual Heritage Project: Muskoka Steering Committee Members 
• Bruce & Marie Evans 
• The Living History Multimedia Association Board of Directors  
• Teri Souter & Sara White 
• Russ Nicholls & The Huntsville and Lake of Bays Railway Society 
• Robena Kirton and the Gravenhurst Public Library 
• Marion & Cyril Fry, Cecil Porter, Beryl Fratton and the Gravenhurst Archives 
• Roberta Green, Judith Ruan, and the Huntsville Public Library 
• Ruth Holtz and the Bracebridge Public Library  
• The Ontario Land Surveyors 
• The Port Carling Public Library 
• The Honey Harbour Historical Society & The Honey Harbour Public Library 
• Mary Storey & The Muskoka Steamship and Historical Society 
• Lenore Keeshig-Tobias, Bruce Peninsula National Park & Fathom Five National 

Marine Park 
• Vania Checchin, Nanda Casucci-Byrne, and the Office of the Lieutenant 

Governor of Ontario 
• Bill Allen 
• Stewart King 
• James T. Angus 
• Michael Buss 
• Nancy Tapley 
• William M. Gray 
• Shelley Essaunce 
• Brian Ross 
• YMCA Camp Kitchikewana 
• Janet Macey 
• Francine Albrough 
• Cathy Tait & Muskoka Steamships 
• Grace & Speed; Muskoka Boat & Heritage Centre 
• Ottilie, Fiona, and the Mason Family 
• Leslie Jennings 
• Lee Stanton 
• Mary Caylor 
• (Trapper) Bob Atkinson 
• Linda Jackson-Hutton & Jack Hutton 
• Jackie Goddard 
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• Filippo Ronca, Shelley Isabelle and Parks Canada 
• The Melnick Family 
• The Drebert Family 
• The Lint Family 
• All of Our Patient Actors 
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Life on the Edge Course Guide Resources 

Resources:  
 
Key Print Resources: 

Gray, W.M. and A.H. Duke.  Boatbuilding in Muskoka.  Port Sandfield, ON:  W.M. Gray 
& Company, 1985. 

Everything you could want to know on the subject of boatbuilding. 

Mason, D.H.C..  The First Islanders and After.  Bracebridge:  Harold Gazette Press, 1974. 
The book on which many of the Bain/Campbell re-enactment characters and re-
enactments are based in the film.  Difficult to find – available at the Huntsville Library. 

Pryke, Susan.  Huntsville: With Spirit and Resolve.   Huntsville, ON:  Fox Meadow 
Creations/Huntsville Heritage, 2000. 

A comprehensive book on Huntsville (and broader Muskoka) history. 

Reid, Ron, et al.  Summertimes:  In celebration of 100 years of the Muskoka Lakes 
Association.  Toronto:  Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 1994. 

A compilation of 13 essays (with photos) on Muskoka history.  Including: First Nations, 
David Thompson, Muskoka Club, early tourism, the MLA, etc. 

Tatley, Richard.  Steamboat Era in the Muskokas: Volume I - To the Golden Years.  Vol. 
I.  Toronto:  Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 1983. 

A comprehensive, detailed collection of books on steamboating history on the Muskoka 
lakes.  These books also discuss the larger stories around the development of the boats 
and the district of Muskoka. 

Tatley, Richard.  Steamboat Era in the Muskokas: Volume II – The Golden Years to the 
Present.  Vol. 2.  Toronto:  Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 1984. 

 
 
More Print Resources: 
 
Barlow, Shirley, et al.  Gravenhurst: An Album of Memories and Mysteries.  

Gravenhurst:  Gravenhurst Book Committee, 1993. 
 
Boyer, Robert J.  A Good Town Grew Here:  The Story of Bracebridge.  Bracebridge:  

Oxbow Press, 1999. 
 
Campbell, Claire Elizabeth.  Shaped by the West Wind:  Nature and History in Georgian 

Bay.  Toronto: UBC Press, 2005. 
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De la Fosse, Frederick.  English Bloods; In the Backwoods of Muskoka, 1878. Ed. Scott 
D. Shipman.   Toronto: Natural Heritage Books. 2004.   

 
Dodington, Paul, et al.  The Greatest Little Motor Boat Afloat:  The Legendary 

Disappearing Propeller Boat.  Toronto:  Stoddart Publishing Co. Limited, 1994. 
 
Gray, William M. and Timothy C. Du Vernet.  Wood & Glory: Muskoka’s Classic 
Launches.  Erin ON: The Boston Mills Press, 2004. 
 
Lundell, Liz.  Old Muskoka: Century Cottages & Summer Estates.  Erin ON:  Boston 

Mills Press, 2003. 
 
McMurray, Thomas.  The Free Grant Lands of Canada, from Practical Experience of 

Bush Farming the Free Grant Districts of:  Muskoka & Parry Sound.  
Bracebridge:  Fox meadow Creations and Brad Hammond, 2002. 

 
Murdoch, Su, ed.  A Taste of Honey Harbour:  The Area and its People.  Honey Harbour 

ON:  The Honey Harbour Historical Committee, 1999. 
 
Thomson, Nancy, ed.  A Good Town Continues: Bracebridge 1915-1999.  Bracebridge:  

Bracebridge 125th Anniversary Committee, 1999. 

 

Websites 
www.visualhertiage.ca 

*Note:  All Video Content is available from our website in streaming video:  
 
 Ontario Visual Heritage Project.  Living History Multimedia Association.  January 27, 

2009.  January 27, 2009. http://www.visualheritage.ca/ 
 
GENERAL 
 
Archives of Ontario/Archives publiques de l’Ontario.  2007.  Ministry of Government 

Services.  January 6, 2009. http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/ 
Search the collections of the Ontario Archives.  Many pieces have online, photographic 
representations 
 
ArchiviaNet: On-line Research Tool; Film, Video and Sound.  August 29, 2007.  Library 

and Archives Canada.  January 6, 2009. 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/02011402_e.html 

Search the film, video and audio collections of the National Archives.  Copies of 
materials can be ordered for viewing.  Note: the duplication process can be slow.  
 
CBC.  CBC.  January 26, 2009.  http://www.cbc.ca/ 
Great resource for current information and archived newscasts. 



 81 

Classroom20.  January 26, 2009.  http://www.classroom20.com/ 
Classroom 2.0 is a social network of educators interested in using Web2.0 and 
collaborative techniques in the classroom. It has over 7,000 members and is a supportive 
community for all things digital. 
 
Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online / Dictionnaire biographique du Canada en 

ligne.  June 27, 2008.  Library and Archives Canada. January 6, 2009. 
http://www.biographi.ca/ 

A very comprehensive site with profiles on famous Canadians from throughout history 
 
Educational Computing Organization of Ontario.  January 26, 2009.  

http://www.ecoo.org/index.php 
The Educational Computing Organization of Ontario exists to share and disseminate 
information and to advocate and promote the effective use of computers and associated 
technologies in the education process. 
 
epals.  January 26, 2009.  http://www.epals.com/ 

• ePals is a Global Community of collaborative learners, teachers, and academic 
experts in 200 countries and territories. 

• ePals provides Connections to students, classes, and school districts worldwide 
that are safe and secure. 

• ePals is the safe and protected solution for linking classes, schools, and school 
districts globally via ePals SchoolMail™, ePals SchoolBlog™, and Classroom 
Match. 

 
Google documents.  January 26, 2009.  www.google.com 

• This is a free feature found with Google - more - documents (along toolbar at the 
top of the screen) 

• Classes or groups can create, edit various types of documents (Excel, Powerpoint, 
Word) together or separately and save their work online. Access this work from 
anywhere, anytime. Students login with an account. Documents can be shared and 
edited simultaneously. Excellent for any subject. Students no longer have the 
excuse that they lost their homework. 

 
Images Canada.  August 27, 2002.  Library and Archives Canada.  January 6, 2009. 

http://www.imagescanada.ca/ 
A large database hosted by the National archives.  A number of partner organizations 
(including various museums and libraries) are searchable from this site. 
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Learning Interchange.  Apple Inc.  January 26, 2009.  http://edcommunity.apple.com/ali/ 
• Educator created lessons and activities Rich with movies, images and podcasts 

Special collections from content providers 
• Meet Others In this unique social network for educators 
• Locate colleagues from around the globe 
• Find peers across a variety of content areas 
• Collaborate Online 
• Use new Web 2.0 tools to engage with others 
• Create and manage your own custom groups 
• Share content, news, polls and conversations 

 
Library and Archives Canada Archives Search.  January 6, 2009.  Library and Archives 

Canada.  January 6, 2009. http://search-
recherche.collectionscanada.ca/archives/search.jsp?Language=eng 

Search the collections of the Ontario Archives.  Many pieces have online, photographic 
representations 
 
Internet Archive: Prelinger Archive.  The Prelinger Archive.  January 7, 2009. 

http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger 
This archive contains thousands of archival films.  Search, watch online, or download 
these films and incorporate them into your own media – all media is in the creative 
commons. 
 
Muskoka Heritage Foundation.  Muskoka Heritage Foundation.  January 10, 2009. 

http://www.muskokaheritage.org/ 
 
National Film Board of Canada.  January 26, 2009.  http://www3.nfb.ca/e/ 
Rich resource of documentary films both current and archival footage. 
 
Our Ontario.  2008.  Knowledge Ontario.  January 10, 2009. 

http://search.ourontario.ca/advsearch 
This site allows you to search the digital photographic archive of the Huntsville Public 
Library (contains 404 images of Huntsville and surrounding area). 
 
Reel Learning.  Toronto International Film Festival Group.  January 26, 2009.  

http://reellearning.ca/ 
Welcome to Reel Learning - The growing success of Sprockets Toronto International 
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