Introduction – What You’ll Find in the Guide & On the DVD
Welcome to the Ontario Visual Heritage Project. Each DVD in the series tells the stories
of local history using archival film and photos, re-enactments, historian and expert related
facts, personal anecdotes, animations and music. Use this rich resource as a starting point
for your class to engage them in further study and the exploration of new ideas. Not only
does this documentary reveal historical stories, it utilizes a variety of formats that
teachers will love to use and develop for their classrooms – including flash and 2D
animation, interviews, archival footage, and more!
Students are brimming with imagination. They have been nurtured on digital
communication and move comfortably in the global Internet community. If your students
have access to technology and the Internet, then your assignments will reflect this
digitization.
But, if you must rely on traditional methods, the assignments will be no less exciting, just
more immediate. Instead of creating a commercial about recruiting for the mines,
students will create a skit – utilizing the same acting and scripting skills, minus the
camera. The same goes for any potentially digital idea – an exchange of emails can be
replaced by letter writing, a poster created with Photoshop might become an artistic
drawing endeavour.
There is a folder of rubrics that coincide with the various types of assignments. You will
find examples of how to structure the assignments. There is also a list of resources at the
end of this guide. Keep in mind that the format of the assignment can be separate from
the content. Any of these format ideas can be applied to any content area.
This guide includes a complete transcript of all that is said during the documentary. The
guide has been organized into chapter groups by chronology and theme. Each of the
chapters corresponds to those on the DVD as outlined in the DVD insert booklet, and are
navigable from the ‘Stories’ menu. A series of assignment ideas are listed at the end of
each chapter group. These ideas may be developed to meet the needs of the grade level
and personality of your students. Utilizing various types of assignments enables teachers
to actively employ differentiated instruction in the classroom to meet the individual needs
of students.
The Ontario Visual Heritage Project website is also a great companion to the DVD. By
logging on to www.visualheritage.ca, you will be able to view Island of Great Spirit
online by chapter, or view the content from the ten other Ontario Visual Heritage Projects
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completed to date. Island of Great Spirit is also available for download as a podcast and
each chapter page features a chapter description and links specific to the chapter.
While you are more than welcome to simply hit play and watch the production in its
entirety, there are several ways to interact with the content on the DVD. Using the Main
Menu, you can choose to navigate the video by story, timeline, or map. It is our hope that
these different navigation options will allow you to better contextualize the DVD content.
These ideas are meant to inspire you and your students. Having fun while learning can be
a growth experience for both you and your students – and interacting with them through
media that they are excited about can make all the difference!
- The Ontario Visual Heritage Project Team

Ontario Courses
The following courses are directly related to the content of the Manitoulin Island
Documentary, Island of Great Spirit:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All English Courses Grades 8 - 12 Applied, Workplace and Academic Courses
Geography of Canada, Grade 9,Academic (CGC1D)
Geography of Canada, Grade 9,Applied (CGC1P)
Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10,Academic (CHC2D)
Canadian History Since World War I, Grade 10,Applied (CHC2P)
The Americas: Geographic Patterns and Issues, Grade 11, University/College
Preparation (CGD3M)
Physical Geography: Patterns, Processes, and Interactions, Grade 11,
University/College Preparation (CGF3M)
Canada: History, Identity, and Culture, Grade 12, University Preparation (CHI4U)
Canadian History and Politics Since 1945, Grade 11, College Preparation (CHH3C)
Canadian History and Politics Since 1945, Grade 11,Workplace Preparation (CHH3E)
Canadian and World Issues: A Geographic Analysis, (CGW4U)
Grade 12, University Preparation
World Geography: Human Patterns and Interactions, (CGU4U) Grade 12, University
Preparation
Native Studies:
o Expressing Aboriginal Cultures, Grade 9, Open (NAC1O)
o Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Grade 10, Open (NAC2O)

Notes for Reading Ontario Visual Heritage Project Scripts
•
•
•

Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor
V.O – Voice Over
O.S – Off Screen

3

Chapters 1-4 (Early History, Geology, French Contact)
Chapter 1 – Nanabush & the Island
Synopsis
The origins of Mindemoya Island and the Cup & Saucer are revealed through the story of
Nanabush’s visit to Manitoulin Island.
Chapter 1 Transcript
NARRATOR (V.O. OJIBWAY)
(Manj gonna piitegmik pii)?
Enwek go gchi-miwzhaa, Nanabush, dbaajmigaazo ezhi-weshsaweshkid, ngoji oodi giiyaa Haundenosaunee besho (Finger) ninjii-zaaghignan, doweshsahaan gmaamnig
naadwen gekenmiksigwan.
Gaa-shkwaa-gchi-mskwiigdehaad, Eshkam go gii-ni-nchkaadendmoog naadweg, mii
dash gii maajii bmi-naashkowaahaad nanabushoon gii-zhendmoog go waanaapnonahaad.
(English Equivalent)
A very long time ago, Nanabush, the notorious Trickster, was somewhere in
Haundenosaunee territory near the Finger Lakes, playing tricks on a group of
unsuspecting Mohawks. After much agitation, the Mohawks became upset, and they
began to chase Nanabush with the intention of harming him.
NARRATOR (V.O. OJIBWAY)
Nanabush gii-bi-koognigoon gookmisan, gookmis, zhaazhi ni-mdimoowenhwi gaawii
maamnda wii-bmaabtood, Nanabush dash gii-bmomaan bwoknang giiwednong zhimaajaa Bruce Peninsula nikeya bwaatmaach dash go gii-ni-wdiskaan Mnidoo Mnis.
(English Equivalent)
Nanabush was raised by his grandmother, Nokomis, who was now an older lady who
could not run, so Nanabush put her on his back and headed north up the Bruce Peninsula
and eventually reached Manitoulin Island.
NARRATOR (V.O. OJIBWAY)
Mii gego wi pii nanabush ezhkam aapji ni yekzi, gii-ni-ngaashkaa shpiming
Michigwedinong “Cup and Saucer” ndanehang biindaagning sinii bkwakoonhsan
(michigiwan), mii dash gaa-bi-zhi-nniipninjiid mii sa gii-bshigbidood.
(English Equivalent)
At this point Nanabush became very tired, and stopped at the top of the “Cup and Saucer”
searching for spearheads in his pocket, but he fumbles and drops them.
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NARRATOR (V.O. OJIBWAY)
Gaawii giwe maamnda wii-ni-aabzikaad bmomaad gookmisan, besho dash wgii nganaan
zaaghigning. Wiindmowaan ji-bi-bskaabiid ji-bi-naanad.
(English Equivalent)
Unable to continue while carrying his grandmother, he leaves her in a nearby lake, and
tells her that he will return for her.
NARRATOR (V.O. OJIBWAY)
Mii dash gookmis zaaghigning gaa-ni-zhi-bgizod, mii mnis gaa-bi-zhi-aawid. Gookmis
wdo mnishenh nango ezhi-gkendming Mdimoowenh Mnis, biinjyahiinh Mdimoowenh
Mnis, nanaawihiinh go Mnidoo Mnising.
(English Equivalent)
As Nokomis swam into the lake, she turned into an Island. Nokomis’ island became
known as Mindemoya Island, inside Mindemoya Lake, on the middle of the Great
Manitoulin.

Chapter 2 – First Peoples
Synopsis
Many generations ago, the First Nations people migrated from the east to the great lakes
woodlands. Here, they developed a lifestyle that allowed them to live in harmony with
the land and each other.
Chapter 2 Transcript
NARRATOR
This island has had many names. Today it is known, by most, as Manitoulin.
Archeological evidence suggests that people have been using the island's resources for at
least 9 500 years. How did these first visitors get here? While we may never know for
sure, one explanation comes from the oral traditions of the Anishinabek.
ESTHER OSCHE
My grandfather told me this story - that we lived in another land at one time and that
great wars broke out. And it was decided by some of the tribes to collectively leave, flee
these wars for survival. They built boats to travel on the great waters. And they landed on
an eastern shore and they did not know where they were. They did not know where they
were supposed to go. So they camped.
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ESTHER OSCHE (CONTINUED)
Our legends say that during this waiting period, a shell came out of the water, which we
called the Megis. So the shell began to move. Then the people understood. If this shell
was moving that they should follow it. And the Megis traveled in through what’s known
today as the St. Lawrence. It traveled in toward the Niagara River and where the falls
are. It continued traveling through the lakes, stopping periodically in different places.
And the people would stop and settle and wait. And as it moved on, more and more
people stayed behind to settle. And this journey kept going until it reached the farthest
great lake, or as they called it, a great sea. And then the Megis went under the water and
did not come back up.
STEVEN GEORGE
Manitoulin Island was one of their stopping places. The original name for this island was
Odawa-miniss because they were the first people to settle here. And then when the
settlers started arriving and they changed the name to Manitoulin. There's two ways of
interpreting it depending on who you listen to. One of it describes the home of the Great
Spirit, Mnido-maniss, and the other one refers to - apparently we have a serpent
somewhere in the lake here and you describe a creature like that as Mnido-maniss.
ALAN CORBIERE
The Ojibway actually call it “Mnido-Maniss” and Mnido-Maniss means “Spirit Island.”
The creator had made this place last, this Manitoulin Island. He made the world, created
everything, worked hard and he wanted to have a place for himself. So what he did was
he took all the best, cleanest water, best air, all the plants that would be needed, all the
medicines and food, and he put it here on this island so that he could have a place for
himself. It is a sacred place and it continues to be a sacred place and it was treated as a
sacred place in the past.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
When you go back in history, Manitoulin Island was referred to as Ogima-minissing,
meaning “the place of Chiefs,” or “ the island of Chiefs”. People referred to it as that
because a lot of the great chiefs were buried here on Manitoulin Island. When you go
back further in history, it is called Ogima-minissing because Manitoulin Island was the
hub of central government and they would have a grand council fire here on Manitoulin
Island. First Nations on Manitoulin Island at no time in their history have never lived in
isolation, even though they’ve been on an island. They’ve always had a huge political
infrastructure and networking system of everybody that lived in the Great Lakes territory.
ESTHER OSCHE
Manitoulin Island was central to travels from all the directions. This was a place that you
came to for gatherings, special councils. It was believed by our people that speaking here
in council would evoke the ear of the Great Spirit.
PAT MAHDAHBE
The Ojibway, the Odawa, and the Pottawatomi were part of what they call an
Anishinabek Nation. Although the Anishinabek nation is made up of many more tribes
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PAT MAHDAHBE (CONTINUED)
than those three, those three tribes here on Manitoulin Island make up what's called the
Three Fires Confederacy.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
The Pottawatomi lived in an agricultural region of southern Lake Erie. Of course they
would trade with the Odawa for fish, or maple sugar. And they would trade with the
Ojibway for copper and types of jewelry and so on and so forth. The Grand Council met
because from time to time, say the Odawa would govern all these fishing islands in
Georgian Bay, and sometimes there would be maybe a grievance put forth by a clan, ‘this
other clan is fishing on my island’. So they would bring their grievance to the Grand
Council and then the fishing Chief would of course oversee that and ensure that the
proper agreements and the proper protocol is followed. The Grand Council would also
meet on Manitoulin Island to govern relationships with people outside of Anishinabek
territory. For instance, sometimes the Ojiway or Odawa would go hunt Buffalo in the
great plains - that territory belongs to the Lakotah or the Sioux. So if we are going to
enter that region we would go and start a small council fire right on the border line and
the Sioux would bring a group of negotiators and we would sit down at a council fire.
And of course the Lakotah would agree but they would put stipulations - that providing
you allowed us to come fishing in Lake Superior.
ESTHER OSCHE
Our people believed that the Earth was Mother, the Sun was Father, and the Moon was
Grandmother. And they observed the relationship between these three celestial bodies.
So they incorporated these cycles and movements of these three bodies into everything
they did, to understand how to work with that power to bring about what they needed.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
During hunting season in the fall, a lot of the Ojibway people would of course go hunt
and trap for Elk. There was a lot of Elk on Manitoulin Island at one time. The
Anishinabek people for centuries have been harvesting maple sugar, a brown sugar and
they have been harvesting, creating maple syrup and making toffee, a candy as well as
what we would refer to as a modern day soft drink utilizing brown sugar and toffee for
the young kids to enjoy.
ESTHER OSCHE
When I was a child, I was very fortunate to be able to go to the old style sugar camp. It
did not really have a roof, it was a structure but you slept there and you could see the
stars at night while you slept. But it was warm in there because they had the sap boiling.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
The fishing islands would be utilized in the early spring, as well as the late fall for fishing
and harvesting fish. And of course there was good agriculture land in pockets on
Manitoulin Island as well.
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STEVEN GEORGE
Because the summer season probably lasted longer here and you were surrounded by
water, so there would have been a good growing season. And this island has all kinds of
berries that I know of, you've got Scobnon, Dabanon, Neegnanon, Scheezmonon,
Javonan. Some of these berries I don't even know what they are called in English, but I
know they're very tasty.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
Probably a certain population would permanently reside on Manitoulin Island. Probably
some Chiefs, some businessmen and people with trading partnership and so on. But the
majority of time they would utilize the entire Great Lakes region.
ESTHER OSCHE
And of course our people relied on the waterways, the rivers, the lakes to travel. And so
they understood where they were in relation to the highways they depended on to travel
on, which were the rivers. And when far away and distant from home they would rely on
the North Star, looking up at the North Star to help guide them in which direction. They
had an intricate knowledge of the four directions.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
Today Detroit is known as the motor city and they created the automobile industry. So if
people are going to travel they are going to gain immensely economically from that
trading activity of selling automobiles. So, if you could go to a period before
automobiles and planes and what not, whoever is constructing birch bark canoes is
gaining immensely economically. A number of years ago there was a subdivision that
they were going to create out in the west end of Manitoulin Island near Gore Bay. The
people who have studied that site say there’s an indication there may have been a huge
warehouse where birch bark canoes were being manufactured. So, whether that
happened prior to European arrival or during the fur trade industry, there was certainly a
lot of economic activity here several centuries ago.
ALAN CORBIERE
We say the language and the land, that's our history book. If you don't know that legend,
that Nanabush ran across and was pursued by the Mohawk, ran through M'Chigeeng, ran
along the bluff, dropped his arrowheads and spearheads at Cup and Saucer, what is now
called cup and saucer, then you don't get a sense of what ‘M'Chi-gwa-din-omh’ means,
and that means ‘the Cliff in the Shape of a Spear.’ And this place here, this bay we call
now West Bay, ‘M'Chigeeng: it's on the spearhead,’ that's what that would mean, or
‘M'Chigeeng: where he is spearing.’ And they say you used to be able to spear fish in that
bay. So all that's tied in there, what I guess what Non-Native people would call a
mythology, but we still believe that the spirit of Nanabush still exists and he's a spirit that
can still help us and that we're expecting him to return someday.
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STEVEN GEORGE
Wek-weg-me-kong, That would be the original pronunciation not Wikwemikong but
Wek-weg-me-kong. Apparently there were an awful lot of beaver here. Mikwet would
be the original translation of it. Mik describing the beaver and Wikwet, bay.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
Sheguiandah is where you go to sharpen your dull knife. Archeologists and
anthropologists have come to Manitoulin Island for several decades now. They are
studying the quarry, the mining site that was in Sheguiandah.
PAT JULIG
We find at Sheguiandah that hand axes or cutting, chopping or scraping tools were made
out of white quartzite for basically 10,000 years. And as part of the seasonal round they
would come, break out chunks, knocking flakes off of it. You can see these flake scars.
And then if they got a long thin flake they would maybe then chip it further to make a
spear point or use it as a knife. So it’d be sort of like, you know, going to the hardware
store.

Chapter 3 – Island Geology
Synopsis
Compared to its rocky neighbours to the North and East, Mantioulin Island’s geology is
significantly younger and much more hospitable to plant life.
Chapter 3 Transcript
PAT JULIG
You find the quartzite all the way from Quebec and Labrador all the way down through
to Michigan. It’s sort of a band of material that used to be sand. All along this area there
are evidence of quarry sites. Its part of the Precambrian shield so this would be like 1.3
billion years old.
NARRATOR
While the quartzite out-croppings at Sheguiandah, and indeed much of Northern Ontario,
are part of what's known as the Precambrian shield, an exposed part of the Earth's Crust
that formed about 1.8 billion years ago, most of the rock that we see on Manitoulin Island
today is much younger, only about 350 million years old.
PETER RUSSEL
The Precambrian rocks to the North of us continue underneath our feet. So what we have
is like icing on the cake. So we've got a Christmas cake of Precambrian rocks and then
we've covered it with marzipan and that marzipan is the Ordovician and Silurian rocks,
the limestones and things. And occasionally little bits pop up like I'm sitting on right
here.
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NARRATOR
The sedimentary rock that formed on Manitoulin gave the island distinct geological
differences from the nearby north shore of Lake Huron. It meant that the Island was
destined to have more soil and a greater variety of plants and medicines than it’s rocky
neighbours to the North and East.

Chapter 4 – French Contact
Synopsis
The French were the first Europeans to make contact with the First Nations people of the
Manitoulin area. A cooperative relationship soon developed around the fur trade, which
allowed for the sharing of economic benefits between the peoples.
Chapter 4 Transcript
NARRATOR
The first explorer to come close to Manitoulin Island was probably Samuel de
Champlain, who was traveling from Montreal to visit the Wendat Confederacy in 1615.
LARRY LEBLANC
There is no indication that he actually came to Manitoulin. I think that the closest that he
got, that we know of, was the mouth of the French River. Where he met a band of
Odawa that he estimated at 300 people.
CHAMPLAIN
Je donne une hache à leur Chief, qui ete fut aussi heureux et content et res-joüy, que si ie
luy eusse fait quelque riche present, & communiquåt auec luy, ie l’entretin sur ce qui
estoit de son paîs, qu’il me figura auec du charbon sur vne escorce d’arbre. Il me fist
entendre qu’ils estoient venus en ce lieu pour fair secherie de ce fruict appellé blués, pour
leur seruir de manne eh hyuer, & lors qu’ils ne trouent plus rein.
CHAMPLAIN (ENGLISH TRANSLATION)
I gave a hatchet to their chief who was as happy and pleased with it as if it had made him
some rich gift and entering into conversation with him, I asked him about his country,
which he drew for me with charcoal on a piece of birch-bark. He gave me to understand
that they had come to this place to dry the fruit called blueberries, to serve as manna in
the winter when they can no longer find anything.
LARRY LEBLANC
I think you can tell, if you look at his maps that he didn’t go on the north shore of Lake
Huron because his maps don't show the Manitoulin Islands in the manner that they should
be. I believe perhaps that was from a description that one of the Odawa at French River
had given him.
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ESTHER OSCHE
It was foretold in visions by some of our great chiefs, in particular the Chief
Shawwanossoway. How he described it was, the coming of men with hair on their faces
dressed in robes like women. And so we believe Chief Shawwanossoway saw in his
vision the appearance of the Jesuit missionaries, who traveled with the fur traders and the
explorers.
DOUG LEIGHTON
There are some universals in the Jesuit missionary. They are formidable people. They
were created in the 16th century, created by Ignatius Loyola, a recovering Spanish soldier
who 'got religion.' And who organized his religious order on military lines. They're
sometimes called the shock troops of the papacy.
MICHAEL STOGRE
We take a vow of being ready to accept missions from the Pope, from the Vatican, which
didn't necessarily mean going to Japan or China or wherever, as we did right from the
very beginning. Some of the first missions were to go to Asia, long before they got to
Canada.
DOUG LEIGHTON
There's a story about Matteo Ricci who's the head of Jesuit Missions in what's now
Beijing. The story is that Ritchie came within an ace of converting the Chinese imperial
court, the Emperor and his retinue. The Jesuits in China used Chinese language, Chinese
theology, Chinese customs to express the Christian gospel. They're cultural relativists.
These are the guys who come to North America, in the 17th century, people like Jean de
Brébeuf and others. They learned the Huron language, Huron customs, they put the
gospel that the Hurons will understand.
MICHAEL STOGRE
The base in Midland was set up at Ste. Marie among the Hurons. The first mission to
Manitoulin; was a French Jesuit Father Poncet who was stationed at Midland. And we
don't have any record in the Jesuit Relations of it only that he wrote a letter to his brother
back in France in 1649.
FATHER PONCET
It was God's will to make me do penance for my sins during nigh onto seven months
among these savages, and to grant me the consolation of sending some of them to heaven.
MICHAEL STOGRE
There was always a connection between the Odawa and the Huron Confederacy. I mean,
the Odawa were traders, and so were the Huron. Some of the Odawa people were
meeting with the Hurons and there must have been some introduction for him to be able
to go. So, he just would have lived among them for that winter. I think it was only about
7 or 8 months that he stayed.
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ESTHER OSCHE
The Jesuits missionaries did not become prominent right away amongst the Odawa and
the Ojibway people, because they simply were traveling to understand where the tribes
were and how the tribes interacted.
LARRY LEBLANC
They learned how to be good in the bush, how to be good on the rivers and lakes and how
to fend for themselves. All along of course they were doing their preaching and
proselytizing and so on.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
So with the arrival of the Europeans of course there was a lot of adaptation and learning
how to create new economic partnerships.
ESTHER OSCHE
Well, our original relationship with the French fur traders was a good relationship. A
cooperative relationship, where the French attempted to understand our way of life,
attempted to learn - and did learn our languages so they could communicate with us, took
wives from within our nation to guide and assist them. They acknowledged the
sovereignty of our people on this land. They wanted to work in conjunction and
cooperatively so that we would both benefit. At the end of my grandfather's stories he’d
say to me, ‘And you know we all have a little bit of French blood in us, all of us.’
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
And the First Nations begin to develop other economic spin-offs from the fur trade
industry. They’re fur traders themselves, they’re navigating the trade routes with the fur
traders and they’re heavily involved in provisioning the Coureur de bois. Of course
they’re constructing the mode of transportation, the canoe, at the time.
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 1-4
First Nations History, Lifestyles, The Language and the Land
1. Every culture has their own interpretation of how their people came to be, the
creation of elements in their landscape, or how events in their past unfolded.
Select a culture and examine its history. Create a comic strip illustrating one of
the selected culture’s stories. Cultural examples include: Native, Christian,
Greek, Roman, etc.
a. Discuss the terms ‘mythology,’ ‘legend’ and their appropriate uses. Do
these cultures consider their stories myths or history?
2. There are many places on Manitoulin Island and Canada whose names are Native,
or are derivatives of Native words. Have students select a location with a Native
name and find out the meaning of that name, the language from which it comes,
the Nation who resides/resided there, etc. Have students present this information
on a large map or in a brochure. Examples: Sheguiandah, Niagara, Canada, etc.
3. Traditionally, the Anishinabek would relocate during the year, according to the
seasons and the availability of food and resources. The cycles of the moon would
help the Anishinabek to know when various foods and resources would be
available. Research the cycles of the moon and how they correlate with the
various seasons.
a. Create a food calendar with illustrations of the different moons.
Document the indigenous foods and resources that would be available
during each of the cycles/seasons.
b. Each Student will create a recipe page based on a recipe that uses
indigenous ingredients. Together, the class will create a recipe book,
organized by season and food availability. A website or a physical
book/binder would be the end result.
4. Research the historic differences between two North American Native Nations,
considering: food, dress, shelter, territory, and transportation. Do the nations still
have active populations today? Why or why not? How have they changed?
What is the economic driver in their communities today?
5. Tool Knapping – Check out the ‘Extras’ section on the Island of Great Spirit
DVD to find a brief video on tool knapping & creating arrowheads, with
demonstrations by Dr. Pat Julig. There are also many videos on the internet
detailing tool knapping methods. Tool knapping is a long held, traditional skill
that is inexpensive to practice. There may be an elder or ‘Knapper’ in your area
who can assist in teaching the class this skill.

Geology
1. Investigate the rocks in your backyard. Students are asked to find three rock
samples - detailing where they found them, identify the kind of rock they are, and
the rock’s industrial uses. All students will bring in their rocks for a class ‘Gem
Show.’ Students can create a shadow box with their rock samples or present their
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information through a PowerPoint. Students should document the find sites,
and/or take photos of their local rocks and rock formations.
2. Geology is the study of rocks and geologists are the people who study them.
There are many different types of geologists:
1. Mineralogists study minerals.
2. Petrologists study rocks.
3. Structural geologists study how plate tectonics move and
squish rocks.
4. Paleontologists study Earth history and fossils.
5. Geomorphologists study how the land surface is shaped by
water, wind and ice.
ii. The Manitoulin area is a “gold mine” for geologists. Research
why this area would be such a draw for them.
iii. Choose one type of geologist and imagine they have come to
Manitoulin Island. Based on real facts that you have researched,
create a diary that this scientist might have kept over a period of
time. Include their musings, possible theories, and personal
thoughts.
3. Create a map detailing the geology of Manitoulin Island and the surrounding area
(see the print resource Manitoulin Rocks by Peter Russell for more information).
4. Select either the Ordovician or Silurian time period and investigate the kinds of
animals and plant life that existed on ‘Manitoulin’ at that time. Create a class
billboard of a Silurian or Ordovician scene. Each student should select, draw, and
provide a brief written statement on a creature from the period, to be posted on the
billboard.

French Contact
1. The Jesuits were scrupulous in their record keeping. In Toronto, Ontario the
Jesuits keep an archive for their letters, drawings, paintings, and other materials
that they have amassed over the last several hundred years.
a. Create a series of journal entries imagining a Jesuit’s trip down the French
River and on to the Georgian Bay. Consider the travel conditions of the
day – the modes of transportation, the lack of maps, where food might
come from, etc. Don’t forget – the Jesuits would not travel alone and
would depend on Native guides, as well as the assistance of donnés
(skilled volunteers). Many Jesuits left behind detailed artworks of their
journeys – drawings should be encouraged.
2. Champlain was one of the first Europeans to create a map of Manitoulin Island.
He did not actually visit the site and was only able to gather information about the
Island second hand. Have students pair off, and have each of them select an
island from the atlas. Without revealing the name of the island, one partner will
describe the island and the other will attempt to draw it from the description.
Then the partners will switch. This will be an exercise in communication and
relate the difficulties faced by early cartographers.
Resource: http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/sources/sources_e.html ‘Primary sources’
including treaties, original charter of HBC 1670, essays, journals etc.
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3. Research the Hudson’s Bay Company. Resource:
(http://www.hbc.com/hbcheritage/default.asp)
a. What are the key elements that allowed the HBC to survive for over 350
years?
b. Re-create a page that may have been in one of their historic catalogues
advertising some of their products for traders and pioneers.
c. Create a commercial for a fur coat made with Canadian pelts.
4. Research the relationship that the Native people had with the fur traders.
a. It is the Native population that ensured the success and survival of the fur
traders in Canada. Prove this statement.
b. Canadian identity is embedded in the relationship that the fur traders and
early settlers had with the Native populations. “The power of diversity in
Canada has a long history, stretching back four centuries to the Aboriginal
idea of the inclusive circle” (John Ralston Saul). Describe how Canada’s
current foreign affairs policies and international involvement reflects this
opinion.
i. Resource: John Ralston Saul, John Ralston. A Fair Country:
Telling Truths About Canada. Toronto: Viking Canada, 2008
ISBN 978-0-670-06804-3
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Chapters 5 – 9 (British Relations, War of 1812, Treaty of 1836,
The Establishment)
Chapter 5 – New Relationships
Synopsis
The growing demand for furs prompted Native peoples and fur traders to hunt and trap
beyond their traditional territories. Conflicts arose and were fueled by weapons and
pressure from the colonial powers. Numerous treaties & wampum were created to mend
and clarify relationships between First Nations and their European allies.
Chapter 5 Transcript
NARRATOR
By the mid 1600’s, the French and their Anishinabek allies were joined by other
European Nations seeking a piece of the lucrative fur trade. The Dutch West India
Company established New Netherlands and recruited the Haudenosaunee as trading
partners. They established several outposts, two of the largest at Manhattan and Albany.
The Dutch would eventually be conquered by the British, who also established
partnerships with the Haundenosaunee. And as the furs in New York began to run out,
the Haudenosaunee pushed north into Anishinabek territory.
ESTHER OSCHE
When I was young my grandfather, he liked to talk about the battles that took place. Our
people didn’t specifically say it was the Haudenosaunee who were our enemies, or the
Mohawks that were our enemies, or the Cayugas, they said it was the Nadawick who
were our enemies. And Nadawick in our language means, ‘it strikes like a snake.’ The
English came in much later. They exploited the already existing tensions between the
Nadawick and the Ojibway/Odawa nations.
MICHAEL STOGRE
In 1649 there was a large raid and Midland was destroyed and a lot of the people fled.
And now I think it may have been one of the plans that maybe one place of refuge would
have been Manitoulin Island.
NARRATOR
The Haudenosaunee continued north from Saint Marie and eventually reached
Manitoulin.
ALAN CORBIERE
What you see in the historical written record is that they call it the Iroquois Hammer
smashing the glass of the Anishinabek people. And at one point the Iroquois were better
equipped or outfitted with weapons.
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ALAN CORBIERE (CONTINUED)
And they were able to scatter quite a bit of Anishinabek. But the Anishinabek regrouped
and sent them back and repulsed them. The Mohawks were pushed on the South side of
the Great Lakes. It said in the history books that 100 years Manitoulin was deserted, that
nobody lived on Manitoulin and that basically the Anishinabek “were fairing badly with
their Manitous.” And I think that is almost like a convenient claim, to say that this land
wasn't occupied. It has political implications on aboriginal title and ownership.
MICHAEL STOGRE
And I’m told in 1670 there was a visit to Manitoulin by another priest.
ANDRÉ
The fear of the Iroquois drove them from their homes. As soon as they saw the prospect
of being able to return thither in safety, as a result of the peace with the Iroquois, they
hastened to do so.
ALAN CORBIERE
As a result of that fighting over territory, a wampum belt was exchanged and they call it
the Dish with one spoon. And they said that we all have the right, if we're eating, that we
have the right to take game. But once it is into a commercial enterprise, then that's when
permission is required. And this actual treaty was ratified in Montreal in 1701 as well
between the Haudenosauneee and the Huron/Wendat and then the Anishinabek.
NARRATOR
The Great Peace of Montreal lasted for several years but eventually the Anishinabek and
the Haudenosaunee were dragged into a series of bloody conflicts between France and
Britain. These conflicts would end with French defeat and in September of 1760 the
Governor of New France negotiated a surrender with British General Jeffrey Amherst.
Although the Anishinabek did not surrender with their French allies, Amherst treated
them as conquered peoples. As a result, the Odawa Chief Pontiac leads a rebellion of
more than 3,000 warriors against the British. The rebellion ended in a stalemate, but
Pontiac was successful enough to compel British Policy changes and in 1764 at Niagara,
the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabek are invited to take part in the ‘Silver Covenant
Chain.’ This six-foot wampum belt signified the Anishinabek were allied to the British
and not conquered by them. The chain was to be polished every year at a gathering
where there would be dialogue and an exchange of gifts. The rebellion also expedites the
Royal Proclamation of 1763. It states:
KING GEORGE (V.O.)
All land not having been ceded or purchased by us, are reserved to them as their Hunting
Grounds.
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Chapter 6 – The War of 1812
Synopsis
The Anishinabek fought with their British allies in the War of 1812. Many Anisnabek
from the Manitoulin area distinguished themselves during the conflict and were decorated
for their efforts. However, their contributions were quickly forgotten after the war.
When the American/Canadian border was drawn, Anishinabek sovereignty was
disregarded and many Anishinabek found themselves in territories under American
control.
Chapter 6 Transcript
NARRATOR
Now allied with the British, the Anishinabek would fight with them during the American
Revolution and the War of 1812.
COLONEL ROBERT MCDOUGALL
I do hereby certify that the bearer hereof, the Ottawa Chief, the Little Knife, is an Indian
of the most respectable character, a brave warrior and has always been distinguished for
his loyalty and attachment to the British Government. I perform this duty with great
pleasure for the noble act of mercy and generosity shown by said Chief, the Little Knife,
to a young American whom he took prisoner and who had previously wounded him by
not only sparing his life, but by bringing him with kindness and attention to this garrison.
In testimony of my approbation of his conduct upon this occasion which will be so
gratifying to the King, his Great Father. I, in his name, present him with a silver mounted
sword, in token of his merit. Given under my hand and seal at Michilimackinac this 8th
day of June 1815.
TERRY DEBASSIGE
We were absolutely essential to the protection of Canada in the War of 1812 and we
participated really because we had a commitment to be allies with the British Crown.
ALAN CORBIERE
From this area we know for sure that Nee-bok-um and Ah-shaw-gin-she, eventually
moved to M'Chigeeng here. And then also Shawwanossaway, who was at Whitefish
River, which is called Birch Island, he fought in the War of 1812 as well and
distinguished himself. As well as the famous War Chief Jean Baptiste Assiginack, he
also fought during the War of 1812 and distinguished himself. And Mesh-qwin-eh-gay,
he was at Sheguiandah. And of course Mookomanish, who was given this sword as a
symbol of his compassion on the battlefield. He's the grandfather to all of the Kan-ohshi-mates, and that Kan-oh-shi-mate family surname is still carried in Wikwemikong. So
that sword was actually kept and handed down in the family for a long time. Through
somewhat dubious circumstances it is now at the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. And
now what they've said is uh, ‘Legend has it that this sword belonged to Little Knife.’
And it's like, that's not a legend, that's an actual fact! You know?
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NARRATOR
The war ended in a stalemate with the treaty of Ghent in 1814. But the Anishinabek were
forgotten at the negotiating table. At the annual treaty gathering at the British Garrison
on Drummond Island in 1818, the speaker delivers the following speech:
NATIVE SPEAKER (V.O.)
Father, our chiefs did not consent to have our lands given to the Americans; but you did it
without consulting us; and in doing that you delivered us up to their mercy. They
enraged at us for having joined you in the play and they treat us worse than dogs.
LARRY LEBLANC
The Odawa and the Ojibway in particular were really disappointed with the colonial
government. The colonial government had promised that the veterans would have some
sort of annuity and they did not get it. They were promised land, which they didn't get.

Chapter 7 – The Assimilation Impulse
Synopsis
After the War of 1812, colonial authorities no longer saw the First Nations peoples as
allies, but instead as a people that needed help to integrate into British North American
society – peoples that needed to be assimilated.
Chapter 7 Transcript
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
All along the way the First Nations adapted and they had long term strategic planning all
along the way. Of course with the demographic shift and the major wars have been
completed, the First Nations military and economic power begins to diminish.
DOUG LEIGHTON
The basic question that both British North American and American authorities have to
address is: what should our long term Indian policy be now that the period of warfare in
North America is over? We don't have to court their favor as kind of cannon fodder,
what should we do? How can we live with them? The answer is in Andrew Jackson's
United States - is removal. The answer in British North America is, after some debate
and some consideration, assimilation.
SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.O.)
I was just a girl when in the Autumn of 1838 my father, Captain T.G. Anderson, who was
an officer in the Indian Department, was ordered to an entirely new field of labour. Late
as it was, our home at Coldwater was broken up and arrangements made for a long and
dangerous journey by water to Manitoulin Island. A large bateau was engaged and on the
eighth of October, Captain Anderson, with the other officers employed by the Indian
Department, their wives, children and servants besides mechanics, employed to teach the
Indians different trades, embarked from Coldwater. The bateau was heavily laden with
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SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.O. CONTINUED)
necessary provisions for a long, cold journey. Tents, beds and bedding, besides its
precious freight of thirty-four souls. Our 'Evangeline' had no deck or shelter of any kind.
All were exposed to the fury of the biting winds, snow and rain. It is a marvel how any
escaped death.
DOUG LEIGHTON
This is the time when William Wilberforce's campaign against slavery is reaching its high
point. Slavery is abolished and then the slave trade is abolished. And Wilberforce,
having spent himself on that struggle, promptly dies. But the humanitarian reformers
around him (and they were all pious Anglicans), ‘what will we do next?’ And the target
is Aboriginal peoples in the British Empire. So, they begin to ask questions about this
and their solution is to assimilate them. Not in the sense that is sounds like, not to cruelly
deprive them of their identity, but to bring them into our society so that they can
creatively live productive lives. Offer them the best that Anglo-American society has to
offer them. So, in some sense, one of the impulses for assimilation is humane and we
tend to forget that.
How do you do 'assimilation'? Well the answer is of course you need schools and
churches and training and civic education. All right, let's establish a model community.
NARRATOR
A good opportunity for a test project came in 1829 when the borders between the United
States and Upper Canada were redrawn, forcing the British Garrison at Drummond Island
to move from what was now US territory.
ALAN CORBIERE
The British Garrison goes to Penetanguishene. They decide to setup what they call a
model community at Coldwater. And so Nee-bok-um and his band and others from
Drummond Island move down there as well to Coldwater.
LARRY LEBLANC
Sir John Colborne was the Lt. Governor. And he set up an experiment to test his theory
that forced acculturation was possible. Those aren’t his words, they’re my words, but
that is essentially what the Coldwater experiment was about.
DOUG LEIGHTON
A veteran Superintendent from the Indian department, Thomas Gummersal Anderson,
who has got a long acquaintance with native people and speaks several Indian dialects, is
chosen as the Superintendent.
BILL WIGHTMAN
There was education, which was lay education and religious education. There was
agricultural because agriculture would give these people a way of settling down.
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DOUG LEIGHTON
The women can learn household skills, perhaps run their own households, perhaps
become servants - which is an honorable calling in the early 19th century. Maybe the
men can do trades like cobbling. There seems to be a lot shoe making in Indian
communities for some reason or another.
ALAN CORBIERE
So, they try that out for a while and they find that they're too close to Non-Natives,
especially traders who have whiskey and stuff like that. So, it isn't a good influence.
NARRATOR
Anderson had spent years as a fur trader, soldier and senior employee at the Indian
department at Michilimackinac and Drummond Island. For him a much better location
for the experiment was obvious. A location that seemed far from encroaching European
settlement: Manitoulin Island. Lt. Governor Colborne agreed, and wrote the following
letter to the Colonial Secretary, Lord Glenelg in January of 1836:
JOHN COLBORNE
My Lord, I cannot quit this government without drawing your Lordship's attention to the
projected establishment of the Indians on the Northern Shores of Lake Huron on the
Great Manitoulin Island, which has already been partly carried into effect. I trust your
lordship will give your sanction for completion. I have directed the Indian presents,
which were formerly issued at Amherstburg, to be distributed in future on the Great
Manitoulin Island whither the Indians have been directed to resort next summer in order
to receive them. Captain Anderson, the Indian superintendent at Coldwater, together
with a missionary and a school master, will reside constantly at the Indian Station on the
Manitoulin Island, and will endeavor to civilize the tribes which may be attracted to place
themselves under their charge. If this project succeeds, your Lordship may be assured,
that all the Indian tribes in Canada are collected in villages, that schools are instituted for
their benefit and that they are placed under the care of persons interested in their welfare.

Chapter 8 – The Treaty of 1836
Synopsis
The Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, Sir Francis Bond Head, put an end to
Anderson’s assimilation activities at Manitowaning and put his own plans into action.
Bond Head wrote up what came to be known as the Treaty of 1836 – a document for
which he neither sought the sanction of the British government, nor followed proper
protocols.
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Chapter 8 Transcript
NARRATOR
Replacing John Colborne as the new Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada was Sir
Francis Bond Head. Bond Head was asked by Lord Glenelg to investigate what was
happening on Manitoulin and to attend the annual distribution of presents for 1836.
DOUG LEIGHTON
Francis Bond Head has spent some time in South America. He’d lived in Buenos Aires
where there was a considerable British colony. And he wrote a treatise on the Goucho
lasso, the bowlos. So this is his chief claim to fame. Why was Francis Bond Head
nominated as governor, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada? I have no idea.
BILL WIGHTMAN
He has an unfortunate personality. He’s quite convinced he knows it all.
BOND HEAD
Captain Anderson, we need to have a conversation.
BOND HEAD (V.O.)
I firmly believe that the attempt to make farmers of the Red men has been, generally
speaking, a complete failure. That congregating them for the purpose of civilization has
implanted many more vices than it has eradicated.
DOUG LEIGHTON
And he goes on to say, ‘that whenever the red race and the white race come together, the
red race winds up losing. It's the most sinful story in the history of the world,’ he says. I
mean he's given to exaggeration. So what's the solution? Well, Andrew Jackson's policy
of removal is just perking away very nicely.
NARRATOR
Sir Francis halts Anderson's building and assimilation activities and dismissed the teacher
and clergyman. He quickly formulated a different kind of plan, which he explained to
Lord Glenleg a few days later.
BOND HEAD (V.O.)
It was evident to me that we should reap a very great benefit, if we could persuade those
Indians, who are now impeding the process of civilization in Upper Canada, to resort to a
place possessing in the double advantage of being admirably adapted to them and yet in
no way adapted to the white population.
ALAN CORBIERE
Sir Francis Bond Head had come up here to actually inform the Indians, Anishinabek that
the presents were going to be discontinued to American Indians as well as scaled back.
And so Assiginack had gotten up and he pulled these belts out. And he recited the
promises that were made, and Sir Francis Bond Head was so impressed with that, with
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the Indian mind, and with the Indian's ability to recite these belts and the promises that he
said, ‘Well, we'll make a treaty.’
NARRATOR
Bond Head wasted no time. After discussion with several Odawa, Ojibway, and Sauking
chiefs, he wrote up two “memorandums” that would be later taken as treaties.
BOND HEAD (V.O.)
It appears that these Islands from their facilities and from their being surrounded by
innumerable fishing islands, might be made a most desirable Place of Residence for many
Indians who wish to be civilized as well as to be totally separated from the Whites. And I
now tell you that your Great Father will withdraw his Claim to these Islands and allow
them to be applied for that Purpose. Are you therefore, the Ottawas and Chippewas,
willing to relinquish your respective Claims to these Islands, and make them the
Property, under your Great Father's Control, of all Indians who he shall allow to reside on
them? If so, affix your marks to this my Proposal.
ESTHER OSCHE
And what came out of that was the Treaty of 1836. They did not surrender anything, they
did not give up anything, they just said, ‘we agree for the others to come.’ This will be
an exclusive aboriginal occupied area. No miners, no timber cutters, no settlers. Nobody
will fight us for our fishery, nobody will interfere with our harvesting.
DOUG LEIGHTON
Bond Head doesn't consult anybody. He's head strong. He doesn't consult the colonial
office. That would have probably taken the better part of a year anyway, out and back.
He just decides to do this because it is, so to speak the ‘right thing to do.’ Well when the
British government gets word of this, they're absolutely dumbfounded. The Colonial
secretary basically says, ‘What are we going to do with Bond Head? What are we going
to do with him?’
NARRATOR
Not only were Bond Head's actions against the official assimilation policy, but according
to the royal proclamation of 1763, Manitoulin Island wasn't even his to give away. It had
not been ceded from the Anishinabek in the first place.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
So we secured our aboriginal right and title to land and water in 1836, in our opinion,
because we understood that changes were coming and we were going to be a part of those
changes.
ESTHER OSCHE
Later when it became evident to the aboriginal people that the motivator for the 1836
Treaty was not the dream to have a haven where all the people could live together and eat
out of one dish. But actually the motivator was to remove our people out of the way, so
that the land could be taken up for settlement, the resources exploited.
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ANDERSON
Your honour, are you sure that you won’t reconsider?
BOND HEAD
My dear Anderson, we need to be patient for a short time, and with a few exceptions,
their unhappy race will be extinct.
ESTHER OSCHE
It was a jail sentence to a migratory people to expect them to not even set foot off of the
island, or venture out past the twenty thousand islands to anywhere else.
DOUG LEIGHTON
Francis Bond Head makes a few errors around the rebellion of 1837, he sends all of the
soldiers in the province off to Lower Canada, just in time for Mackenzie's rebellion. He's
recalled. He's terminated as we'd say. And the policy of removal in Upper Canada ends
with his removal in 1837/38.

Chapter 9 – The Establishment
Synopsis
Captain Anderson’s daughter, Sophie, recounts the early days of life in the Establishment
at Manitowaning; a model community designed to assimilate the Native population
through instruction in skilled trades and Anglican Christianity.
Chapter 9 Transcript
NARRATOR
By the fall of 1838, a reinvigorated Captain Anderson and 33 other instructors, priests
and tradesmen arrived once again on the shores of Manitowaning.
SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.O.)
After three weeks of terrible suffering we at last came in sight of the ‘Establishment,’ so
called, but alas! One of the three houses was in flames and by the time we reached the
landing place it was reduced to a heap of ashes.
DAVE SMITH
Perhaps they had been left unattended, the fireplace had been left unattended so there was
ashes and the wind had come out and anyhow while the others were watching these
people, welcoming them, their main building burned down, which left only two other
small cabins where they could live for the winter. Interestingly enough, Reverend
Breugh was most upset because his store of fine liquors that he had sent ahead earlier
were destroyed in the fire.
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DOUG LEIGHTON
The other thing that happened to Breugh is really funny. His baggage gets lost. Shades
of a modern airlines!
SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.0.)
My father, who never seemed to be at a loss, soon had all comfortably housed for that
night and glad we were to lay our numbed and weary bodies down on the floor of our log
house, with roaring fires in the chimneys, luxuries we had not enjoyed for three weeks.
Long and anxiously our father and mother talked ere closing their eyes in sleep, arranging
how to best accommodate four families in a small house, originally intended for only one.
The day after our arrival, hearing a lot sobbing in the room below, I put my eyes to a
convenient knot-hole in the floor and pepped down. I saw the lifeless body of little
Benny Bayly, lying upon the table. The poor child, only about six or eight months old,
had died from a severe cold, the effects of unavoidable exposure. This was my first sight
of death. Here was trouble indeed. Where could the body be laid while the grave was
being prepared? My father soon hung a blanket across a corner of one of the small
passages, nailed up a few boards and upon them laid the beautiful remains of our much
loved playmate. There it lay for many days, owing to the severe frost. At last all was
ready. A small coffin had been made of rough boards and with many tears we followed
the dear babe to his last resting place, a lonely little grave on the bleak hillside.
The schooner, with our winter supplies on board, was obliged to return to her winter
quarters, although in sight of the island, on account of ice. In consequence of which we
were on short rations. We children were limited to half a slice of bread per day. The
Indians brought us partridge, ducks, rabbits and sometimes venison. The gentlemen soon
learned the Indian mode of spearing for fish in winter, through a hole in the ice. Soon the
Indians came about us, seeking instruction. The larger of the two rooms occupied by the
missionary and his family served as a church, school and council room. During the
winter many Indians came great distances, bringing their sick to the doctor or to obtain
religious instruction. Those of the Indians who were baptized were generally given
scripture names. As soon as possible in the spring log houses were erected for the
missionary, doctor and school master, as well as for the mechanics and Indians. A large
workshop was built for the carpenters and coopers, and also a blacksmith shop, where
young Indians could learn different trades from skilled workmen, employed by the
Government for that purpose. Sheep did well on the stony land and the wool was of good
quality. A woman skilled in the art of carding and spinning was engaged to teach the
Indians. They were quick to learn and delighted to be able to knit.
DAVE SMITH
The first Anglican minister Breugh, left about 1840 and a new Irishman came, an Irish
Protestant called O'Meara.
SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.O.)
It was during his residence at Manitoulin that Mr. O'Meara perfected his justly celebrated
translation of the Book of Common Prayer into the Ojibway tongue, for which service the
government gave him a pension for life.
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DAVE SMITH
And O'Meara, as one of the things that he wished to do was to build a church, because he
felt that by building a church this would really establish this as a community. He had
grandiose ideas of building a large stone church that would seat at least 500 people. He
wrote and then went to Ireland and raised the funds to build St. Paul's church, which was
not a stone church. It was built in 1845, and remains as the oldest church in Northern
Ontario and one of the oldest buildings in Northern Ontario. He felt the Establishment
was going to continue to grow. The population though never exceeded, probably the
native population much over 200 people at any given time.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
For government officials to keep Manitowaning people away from the maple sugar bush
from January to April is quite difficult. And to keep them and turn them into wheat
farmers on rock is also ludicrous.
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 5 – 9
Wampum, the Royal Proclamation & the Treaty of 1836
1. To the Anishinabek, the Wampum belt is a spiritual item, the sign of a covenant
that has been made sacred by the presence of the creator at its conception. Many
cultures use symbolic items to signify that a contract has been made – take the
engagement ring or the wedding band for example. Research a cultural ceremony
that focuses on the exchange of a culturally specific item. Is the item finite, or is
it meant to last for all time? Report your findings in a research paper or as a short
documentary film.
a. Discussion: What does Wampum mean to First Nations people? Discuss
the spiritual aspect of treaty making for Native people. How do Wampum
belts compare to modern day contracts?
2. King George III’s Royal Proclamation of 1763 details the process by which treaty
negotiations between the Crown and First Nations peoples should take place.
Have students research a First Nations Treaty or land claim that is of interest to
them. Were the processes outlined in the Royal Proclamation followed for this
treaty? Have students write an editorial regarding the treaty/land claim and the
issues surrounding it.
a. Did the Treaty of 1836 follow the protocols of the Royal Proclamation?

War of 1812
1. Investigate further the War of 1812. Produce a “Heritage Minute” and re-enact
any significant moment during the War’s history. Students without access to
video cameras could produce a stop frame animation with real actors, puppets or
dolls.
2. Re-enact a battle from the War of 1812 – using the fighting styles of the various
groups involved. This can become a school wide event (similar to actual War of
1812 re-enactments), and include ‘retailers,’ food and crafts, and all of the
important 1812 characters (i.e. Tecumseh, Brock).
3. Have students research how the War of 1812 affected their home county. Were
there raids there? A militia unit? Was the Native population from the area
involved? Have students present their information as a newspaper article – or
blog entry.
4. The War of 1812 ended in a stalemate. In 1829 a new border between the US and
Canada was negotiated, without the input of First Nations allies. Have students
pair off. One of the students will play the role of either the Canadian or American
resident, the other a settler or native whose territory has just been awarded to their
enemy. Have the two exchange a series of letters or e-mails. What will they do
now that the one’s territory has been awarded to their enemy? Has the
government been of any help? How are they treated by their new government?
Partners should work out the relationship they have with one another before
beginning – are they relatives? Lovers? Militiamen?

27

5. History has seen the outbreak of countless wars over border conflicts. Have
students research a border conflict of their choice. Has the conflict been
resolved? How did territorial ownership change? Were their resource related
reasons for the conflict? Present the material in a PowerPoint to the class.

The Assimilation Impulse & The Establishment
This is the time when William Wilberforce's campaign against
slavery is reaching its high point. Slavery is abolished and then
the slave trade is abolished. And Wilberforce, having spent himself
on that struggle, promptly dies. But the humanitarian reformers
around him (and they were all pious Anglicans), ‘what will we do
next?’ And the target is Aboriginal peoples in the British Empire.
So they begin to ask questions about this and their solution is to
assimilate them. Not in the sense that is sounds like, not to cruelly
deprive them of their identity, but to bring them into our society so
that they can creatively live productive lives. Offer them the best
that Anglo-American society has to offer them. So, in some sense,
one of the impulses for assimilation is humane and we tend to
forget that.
- Dr. Doug Leighton, Chapter 7
1. Set up a formal debate in the classroom to discuss the ‘assimilation impulse.’
Divide the class into two, with one group arguing for assimilation and its positive
connotations, and the other against assimilation. Did colonial officials think that
they were acting in the best interests of Aboriginal peoples? How did Native
stereotypes and imperialism play into their decision-making? First Nations
people have lived on Turtle Island (North America) for thousands of years
without destroying its resources – what could Colonial officials, and modern day
officials learn from them? Were Aboriginal people the only cultural group who
were discriminated against by Colonial officials? What is the bigger problem
behind the assimilation impulse, cultural difference?
2. Stories of conflict between different cultural groups abound in literature and film
(i.e. Romeo and Juliet, Dances with Wolves, Whale Rider). Have students select
a classic novel or film that deals with this subject matter and compare it to the
Colonial treatment of Aboriginal peoples in Canada.
a. OR Select a classic story based on cultural difference, and have each
student select a character from the piece. Students will write a short story
from their character’s point of view regarding the conflicts of the story,
the greater social problem from which the conflicts have evolved, and
possible solutions for the situation.
b. OR Write a book or movie review on a piece about cultural difference of
your choice, discussing the theme of cultural difference in the piece.
3. Have students imagine that an exchange student has come to live with them. How
would the students describe their culture to the exchange student? How would
they introduce the exchange student to their friends so that they would be
accepted? Have the students create a skit imagining this scenario. The exchange
student could be from anywhere – i.e. ET from outer space.
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4. Pen pals! Communication goes a long way in helping to nurture understanding
between different cultures and communities. There are plenty of online services
that host pen pal e-mail communities. There are also wikys where kids can
interact online with students from all over the world. Resource:
http://www.epals.com/
5. The creation of model communities, such as the Establishment at Manitowaning,
was one of the government’s first attempts at developing a system for Aboriginal
assimilation. How did this policy progress? Have students research residential
schools. How were these schools an extension of the policies that were in effect
at Manitowaning? Present a report on your findings.
6. In the film, early life in the Establishment is seen through the eyes of Sophie
Anderson. Write a screen play based on the Establishment from one of the other
character’s points of view. Students may use incidents from the film, or create a
plausible story from the historical facts. Be sure to include a detailed description
of the location for each scene.
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Chapters 10 – 13 (Wikwemikong, Encroachment, Treaty of
1862, & The Manitoulin Incident)
Chapter 10 – Wikwemikong
Synopsis
Not far from the Manitowaning Establishment was Wikwemikong, a community of
largely Roman Catholic Odawa. In 1844, they were joined by Jesuit missionaries, whose
approaches and philosophies were very different from that of their Anglican counterparts
in Manitowaning.
Chapter 10 Transcript
NARRATOR
Not more than 10 miles from the Manitowaning establishment was Wikwemikong, a
community of largely Roman Catholic Odawa. Many had migrated there in 1825 with
Father Proulx, a Catholic Missionary to the Odawa’s in Michigan.
MICHAEL STOGRE
Jesuits were suppressed, officially, by the church in 1773. As the War of 1812 ended
here in ‘14, that was the same year that we were reestablished in Europe. But of course
you're starting from nothing, you've lost everything basically, except in Russia. Well we
came to Wikwemikong, I believe it was 1844, and from then on we've been there ever
since.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
When you look at the missionary impact on the First Nations we hear a lot of horrible
stories, but the story that we’ve been able to look at here in our community on Manitoulin
at Wikwemikong, this was a unique partnership. We were able to use them to meet our
own needs in our community.
MICHAEL STOGRE
The other thing that the Jesuits brought with them were brothers, who mostly devoted
themselves to, you know, carpentry, and farming, and had other skills like that.
Fortunately they also had in the early years is Father Nicholas Pointe, who was an
architect by training. So he helped to design the original church.
STEVEN GEORGE
When they were building the interior of the church back in 1852, a lot of the ornate wood
work in there was hand carved by Anishinabek from here. And there was a Brother
Jenasue who taught an awful lot of these other things like carpentry, masonry, shoe
making. The Anglican missionaries, they would not learn the customs and they just
totally ignored all that and they wanted just to get rid of that part of the Anishinabek
people. But here they made it a point to learn our language, learn the customs and
blended in eventually.
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W.R. WIGHTMAN
Anderson, of course, is again your tried and true Anglican. And he like most of the guys
who followed him were nuts. ‘Our way is the only way,’ was very much the kind of
statement that was driving this thing.
DOUG LEIGHTON
Anderson finds himself, very subtly being approached with the prospect of Catholic
conversion by Assiginack. He's the great sort of Roman Catholic civilized Indian
presence at Wikwemikong. You know whose trying to convert who here?
ALAN CORBIERE
In M'Chigeeng and in Wikwemikong and in Sheshegwaning, were primarily Catholics.
And then at Sheguiandah, Manitowaning, and at Aundeck Omni Kaning, they're
primarily Anglican. At the Western most point of the Island, there's a band called the
Obigewong Band, and they were neither. They adhered to Anishinabek customs, and
they were called the pagan band, or the heathen bands.
NARRATOR
In the early 1840’s, the new Lieutenant Governor, Sir George Arthur, commissioned a
report into the activities of the Indian Department under S.P. Jarvis. The report examined
the activities at Manitoulin Island, and found that Wikwemikong, although it received
almost no government funding, had become much more successful than the establishment
at Manitowaning, which cost upwards of $30,000 a year. The scope of activities at
Manitowaning was once again greatly reduced, leaving only the Superintendent, Medical
Officer and a schoolteacher.
SOPHIE ANDERSON (V.O.)
Our family remained on Manitoulin until 1845 when my father received promotion and
was removed to Toronto. In his place came an old friend, Captain George Ironside.

Chapter 11 – Encroachment
Synopsis
Colonists looking to cash in on the abundant resources of the North increasingly began
encroaching on Native territories. Native leaders, such as George Abotossaway, fought
against colonial intrusions.
Chapter 11 Transcript
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
We need to look at the demographic shift in British North America in 1850. We often
hear of the Irish Potato Famine and all kinds of famine in Europe. There was a mass
immigration policy in British North America, in Canada at the time. So, that has more of
an adverse affect than the actual missionaries' activity amongst our regions.
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DOUG LEIGHTON
George Brown of Reform fame and father of confederation is the mouthpiece, through
the Globe, for an aggressive expansionist oriented, Toronto business community.
They’re talking already before confederation about the lands far to the west. ‘Wow, look
at the commercial prospects, the prairies, the west coast.’ He's dreaming in Technicolor
but that focuses on Manitoulin Island because if you are going to move out of Upper
Canada and go up the Bruce Peninsula and jump to the next, there's Manitoulin, right
there.
BILL WIGHTMAN
The British copper companies were slowly running out of copper. So, there was big
bucks in this. And so the geological survey fellas arrive in 1844 in the Thessalon area.
We have the Wellington Mine up there and Bruce Mines. And all of a sudden there is a
reason for boats, boats, boats on the North Channel.
ESTHER OSCHE
There were opportunities that the aboriginal people wanted to get in on. Why can't they
go and cut timber and sell timber? Why can't they go work in mining and why can't they
find a stake and a nice claim? These types of things started to surface and it worried the
people who had a nice laid out plan of how they were going to exploit everything to their
advantage. So, out march the negotiators again and the idea is to bring those people
down from the trapping areas, bring them out of the hunting areas, bring them away from
conflicting with the non-aboriginal person. And if we can't get them back to Manitoulin
Island, then let's give them their little reserves on the shore. So, that’s how the 1850
Treaty came about.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
When the steam powered boats went on the Great Lakes, they could not cut clear across
Lake Huron, the waves would have been too high and they would go under. So, most
steam powered boats initially traveled along the north shore of Georgian Bay and Lake
Huron. And in the 1850's steam powered boats were being fuelled by cordwood. So, of
course First Nations took part in that economic activity and they had no less than one half
dozen fuelling stations on the north shore of Georgian Bay, Manitoulin Island and near
Sault Ste Marie.
PAT MAHDAHBE
Our people originally lived in what is now Little Current, but the original name was
Wabejiwong. And Wabejiwong is a description of the way the water moves and you
know how the current and the water moves so quickly through that area. The Toronto
Dominion Bank sits on what used to be the trading post for George Abotossaway. Who
was a well-known trader that provided wood to the steamships going through the area,
but he was also a major employer for both native and non-native.
LINDA KELLY
In 1853 there was a British travel writer by the name of W.H.G. Kingston, who came
through Little Current on a boat called the Kaloolah. And on board with him was George
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LINDA KELLY (CONTINUED)
Abotossaway, his wife Sarah Newman and their baby. Now W.H.G Kingston was with
his wife and they were on their honeymoon in Canada, which just blows my mind.
W.H.G. KINGSTON (V.O.)
George has chosen his settlement with great taste and judgment. It is on the shore of a
beautiful little bay, free from the current which rushes by outside. He purposes to open a
store here and will find voyageurs, woodcutters and Indians, his customers. He has
engaged also to supply our steamer, the Kaloolah, with wood.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
The Hudson Bay Company has always been a major player in trade. They did try to gain
a trading license from the Colonial governments of the day, in 1856-57 to try to locate on
Manitoulin Island. And one of the keen and really intelligent businessmen of that era was
George Abotossaway and he still had knowledge of the Wampum indicating that in 1836
all of Manitoulin Island and all of the islands surrounding Manitoulin Island were secured
and they were aboriginal title. So of course, he was able to utilize this information and
his Wampum and he took it to the Colonial governments. And an ‘order in council’ was
passed, which prevented the Hudson Bay Company from opening up their business on
Manitoulin Island.
LARRY LEBLANC
And eventually encroachment came in terms of lumber. You know, it would be easy to
bring your boat into any of the harbours on Manitoulin Island and cut yourself a pretty
good load of lumber before anybody really caught on. In the 1860's there is one report
that the priest at Wikwemikong along with the native people sent to the Ministries of
Fisheries stating that over the past year there had been two hundred and three hundred
American fishing vessels in Lake Huron waters. Not only were they over fishing the
fisheries, they were destroying the fishing islands. The natives had all kinds of fishing
islands.
NARRATOR
In July of 1859, Mr. Gibbard, the new provincial Commissioner of Fisheries, visited
Wikwemikong. He advised them that if they wanted to fish the Manitoulin waters they
would be required to purchase by auction whatever fishing grounds they wished to keep.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
We found it absurd that Gibbard would ask us to get a fisheries license in order to fish in
our home.
ESTHER OSCHE
Remember now, Manitoulin was supposed to be the haven and the area where aboriginal
people could live together without any disturbance from non-Indian people.
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NARRATOR
The Manitowaning experiment had been a complete failure and the pressures upon the
government to open up the area for White Settlement were intense. The government
believed that the Bond Head treaty had relinquished aboriginal title to the land, by
placing them ‘under your Great Father's control.’ The Anishinabek and their Jesuit
friends at Wikwemikong believed otherwise. The chiefs at Wikwemikong solidified their
position of independence by drawing up a set of community by-laws, without the
knowledge of the Indian Agent at Manitowaning.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
The councils met at various First Nation communities at Michikawednong and
Manitowaning, and each time they all agreed that if a colonial official came and tried to
surrender land, we of course would say we have an 1836 agreement. If there was to be a
land surrender it would not happen.

Chapter 12 – The Treaty of 1862
Synopsis
The pressure on the Colonial government to open Manitoulin Island for white settlement
was intense, as available arable lands in Southern Ontario were running out. The result
was the much-contested Treaty of 1862.
Chapter 12 Transcript
NARRATOR
In August 1861, the commissioner of Crown Lands recommended that the way be
prepared for the settlement of the Manitoulin Island by conducting surveys in order to
divide the island into townships. The government also wanted to get an accurate estimate
of the number of people living on Manitoulin. But when Ironside attempted to collect
this information, he found that, mysteriously, no one was home. In October of 1861, the
first negotiators, Bartlett and Lindsay, arrive on Manitoulin Island.
BARTLETT
White settlement is coming. Your Great Father wishes for you to continue to reside here.
And so he offers 25 acres of land to each family in a location of your choosing. A survey
of this Island will begin shortly.
NATIVE INTERPRETER (REPEATING BARTLETT DIALOGUE)
Zhaagnaashii bmaadziwin bi-dgoshnoomgad. Gichi-mishoomis g-bogsenmig geyaabi
ji-bmi-dnokiiyin maanpii, miinwaa waawiindmaagen niizhtana-shi-naanan nso
aki enso ngo doodiw dibi go enendman wii-dnokiiyin. Mii dash go wiiba jimaachtaamgag ji-dbakaadeg.
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BILL WIGHTMAN
They were essentially sent north with the notion that they weren’t going to give the
Indians anything. That the land already belonged to them. You wanted to light a fire,
that was about the fastest way I know.
ITAWASHKASH (IN ANISHINABEK)
Kii-noodoon go gaa-kidyin kidwinan gaa-bi-niindawiwnin waabigoowang. Mbogsendam
dash nango ji-wiindmoonaamba aanii nwiikaaneyig, gimaag miinwaa ne-naakwiijig,
kwewag miinwaa binojiinhyag ge-kidwaad. Gizhe-Manidoo wgii-miinaan ngichimishoomsinaanin aki wii-yaanid. Miinwaa dash ngichi mishoomimsinaanig ngiibgosenmignaanig ji-naagdowenjgeyaang. Nango maanda aki yaaying kiinwi gdibendaanaa, ka-mjignaanaa dash go. Gizhe Manidoo gi-daanshki’aanaa bgijwebnamang
gidakiimnaa, gaawii dash gnandwenmaasiinaa wii-nchihang. Mii sa kina mnik waakidyaanh.
ITAWASHKASH (ENGLISH EQUIVALENT)
I have heard what you have said, the words you have been sent to say to us. I wish now
to tell you what my brother Chiefs and warriors, women and children say. The Great
Spirit gave our forefathers land to live upon and our forefathers wished us to keep it. The
land upon which we now are is our own, and we intend to keep it. The Great Spirit
would be angry with us if we parted with our land, and we don’t want to make him angry.
That is all I have to say.
DOUG LEIGHTON
And they know they are foredoomed to failure. Nobody is going to take this kind of offer
seriously. This is ridiculous. And the native people react just that way, by saying: ‘go
away. Go away.’
NARRATOR
Defeat proved embarrassing for the government, so one year later the commissioner of
Crown Lands, William McDougall, came to Manitoulin to try again.
MCDOUGALL
They told you that you are not the owners of the island, I do not tell you that today.
Assuredly you are the owners of the island. Here is the land that will be given to you
respectively: per family 100 acres; a boy of 21 years or more, 50 acres; an orphan boy of
21 years, 100 acres. And the payment that is given to the great Chief, you will not give
it, and your children will be taught well.
NATIVE INTERPRETER (REPEATING MCDOUGALL DIALOGUE)
Kii-wiindmaagog gaawii g-dibendaagzisiim maanpii mnising. Gaawii nango wi kwiiwiindmoosonoo. Gwekwendaagwod gonaa, kiinwaa dbendmiig mnis…. Maanda dash aki
ge-miingowiig mnaadendmawning: ngo-doode ngodwaak nso aki; shkiniigish goshme go
niizhtana shi bezhig enso bboongizid naanmidna nso aki, e-giiwzid shkiniigish niizhtana
shi bezhig e-piitzid, ngodwaak nso aki. Wi dash gewii dbahigewin waa-miinin wa Gchi-
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NATIVE INTERPRETER (CONTINUED)
gimaa (taxes) gaawii Ka-miigwesiin; miinwaa gdabinoojiinhmag weweni
dakinoomowaawag.
ITAWASHKASH (ANISHINABEK)
Nwiikane, kiin zhisin wii-gkendman enendmaang, gii-kwe-naanaagdowendmaa ntam
gaa-kidyin gii-gnoozhyaang. Gaawii aapji ntam ninda ndo-mmakwenziinaanin, kaa, pane
go nmakwendanaanin. Nishinoon ndi-nendmawnan, nminjminan ndakiim, gaawii nwiibgidenziin. Gaa-kidyaanh go shkwaach de-gwaagig pii gaa-bi-zhaahaad gaa-bi-zhikwedwewaad geyaabi nango enendmaa miinwaa ekdowaanh.
ITAWASHKASH (ENGLISH EQUIVALENT)
My brother, I make you know our thoughts, having reflected first on the words you spoke
to us. This is not the first time that we think about these things, no, we think about them
always. Beautiful are my thoughts, I hold onto my land, I do not give it up. What I said
last autumn when they came to make that request is still today my thought and my word.
BILL WIGHTMAN
I think he was already convinced there was only one way he was going to get a hold of
the island.
MCDOUGALL
That is enough talk for now. Tomorrow we will gather again. Those who do not wish to
discuss this may wish to stay at home.
BILL WIGHTMAN
It was all so slick and all so cheap.
ESTHER OSCHE
On Monday, they had 80% of the land signed away for by 40% of the Chiefs, for 40% of
the people.
DOUG LEIGHTON
What's the split? It's the Western three quarters of the island that's willing to say, ‘let's
sign up.’ And the Wikwemikongers are sort of saying, ‘well...go away.’
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
In the end the government concluded that indeed Wikwemikong should remain unceeded
because they did not partake in the signing of any agreement.
ESTHER OSCHE
If you’re younger of course you would start thinking, ‘hmm that’s not maybe, maybe not
such a bad. Oh and we are going to get an annuity. Every year we will get four dollars.
And every year we will get these presents, and then we will get this land. That’s not such
a bad deal.’
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DAVE SMITH
Chief Assiginack who had been in the settlement since the 1830's was one of the signers
of the treaty. For many years it was felt that Assiginack had been seduced with liquor in
order to make him sign. He was quite an old man at the time when he did sign and a lot
of the native peoples were quite upset with the fact that he signed.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
We certainly believe it was a forgery, and people that did not have the mandate signed
that agreement. I say that because one of the officials, supposedly George Abotossaway
signed that agreement in 1862, when indeed this Chief is the one that evicted the
Hudson’s Bay Company off Manitoulin Island. So why would he suddenly give up his
economic enterprise in 1862?
DOUG LEIGHTON
There's a bit of Bond Head in McDougall, a bit of the dreamer, and a bit of the idealist. I,
I think he would do whatever he thought was necessary to get people on board. And
therefore I think those oral traditions, which are so mixed around him, all contain some
seeds of what must have happened.
LARRY LEBLANC
Any human being could foresee (as they had been protesting for years), the types of
things that were going to come from it.
ESTHER OSCHE
The Ojibway and Odawa people were in fear and they did not believe that they could
protest what had just happened. The Jesuits came in, educated them that they could
protest it, that they should have it annulled and to appeal to the Governor General to have
it annulled. They wrote petitions on behalf of the aboriginal people. The Bishop in
Montreal was going to take the petition himself directly to the Governor General.
LARRY LEBLANC
And to express their displeasure they actually booted three particular people out of
Wikwemikong.
ALAN CORBIERE
The influence of the Jesuits gets, I feel personally anyway, a bit over-stated. It's the
Indian agent who's saying that. And I think that he uses that as a ploy to try and diffuse
or diminish the Anishinabek's petitions to not have this treaty.

Chapter 13 – The Manitoulin Incident
Synopsis
Disagreements over fisheries licenses prompted what became known as The Manitoulin
Incident – a conflict between the people of Wikwemikong and the Fisheries
Commissioner, William Gibbard.
37

Chapter 13 Transcript
LARRY LEBLANC
What’s known as the Manitoulin Incident, involved a gentleman by the name of Proulx
and his friend, by the name of La Ronde. They became persona-non-gratis at
Wikwemikong. So, they moved out of there and set up house on Lonely Island.
DOUG LEIGHTON
The Proulx's have a license to fish. They are street legal as far as the government is
concerned. They don't have the permission, nor have they probably sought the
permission, of the Wikwemikong council to do that. Had they done so, this whole thing
might have been avoided.
LARRY LEBLANC
The natives at Wikwemikong had made trips out to Lonely Island to tell them to leave
there also because it was on traditional fishing grounds for the band. Gibbard, who was
the fisheries commissioner at the time, goes to Lonely Island to support Proulx and La
Ronde, and a number of boats of Wikwemikong people come to Lonely Island, to throw
them off. And in the ensuing events Gibbard threatened to shoot the Wikwemikong
people who had come to toss La Ronde and Proulx off the island. There was quite a bit
of jostling and stuff but eventually the Indian people who had come decided that it might
be a good thing for them to retreat for the moment.
DOUG LEIGHTON
Later on the Wikwemikonger's come along and do expel Proulx. This then causes some
tension. Basically from the government's point of view some people from Wikwemikong
have behaved illegally. Well, word reaches William Gibbard as he is floating around on
his boat. This is an act of defiance. He's the Upper Great Lakes fisheries commissioner,
by God he's going to enforce the law! And so this means going to Wikwemikong and
getting the ring leaders of this incident and bring them to court, probably in Sault Ste.
Marie.
LARRY LEBLANC
Gibbard arrived at Wikwemikong beach with constables that he had recruited from York.
DOUG LEIGHTON
The Church Bell is rung and the alarm bell is rung, maybe the school bell too. People
turn out. Well we've got these armed strangers coming up the hill.
GIBBARD
Thank you for meeting with me today padre Choné.
FATHER CHONÉ
No problem Mr. Gibbard.
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GIBBARD
The Queen takes transgressions against her law very seriously.
FATHER CHONÉ
Oh I would understand that.
GIBBARD
So we really appreciate your help looking for that man. I’m so sorry you didn’t know
who he was.
FATHER CHONÉ
I have no idea. We have never seen him before.
GIBBARD
Constables, arrest that man right there! Arrest the Priest as well! Stand down gentlemen!
Stand down!
DOUG LEIGHTON
Maybe it's Gibbard himself who realizes the perilousness of his situation. And maybe
some of the community leaders realize their situation as well. That this is going to be
terrible. Some cooler heads somewhere in the middle of this melee prevail. The cops,
Gibbard at least, agrees that they will release their prisoners, including Father Choné, in
return for safe passage to the schooner. In return for a promise, that said prisoners and
others will appear in due course at magistrates court in Sault Ste. Marie.
LARRY LEBLANC
The judge dismissed the case. And unfortunately they all had to travel back to
Manitoulin on the same boat. It was a steamer called the Ploughboy. And somewhere
before they got to the Killarney area Mr. Gibbard happened to disappear.
DOUG LEIGHTON
An alarm is sounded. Gibbard's brother in law organizes a big search. Vessels go off
into Georgian Bay and lo and behold they find the great man's body floating in the bay,
showing obvious signs of damage to probably one side of the forehead. There are signs
of contusions here. And of course this immediately, ‘my god a senior has been
murdered! Who are the likely, the dastardly, perpetrators? Why father Kohlar of course
and the bloody Indian.’ Interestingly enough among the people who are unaccounted for
are the ships steward and what we would probably call it's administrative officer, or
bursar. Gibbard is carrying treaty money. Gibbard's treaty money is never found. OK, it
all - everything calms down from there. That's in some sense the end of the Manitoulin
Incident. It's a tempest in a teapot. It's about people pushing people around and it's all
over in days or weeks. But it's a significant incident because it says a number of things.
It illustrates the determination of the Wikwemikongers to maintain their independence. It
also I think, maybe more importantly I think, illustrates how close to the surface of
otherwise passive Indian government relations in British North America, violence, all be
in petty violence, could sometimes be.

39

NARRATOR
The Jesuits and the Wikwemikong council continued to proclaim their independence and
protested the Treaty of 1862 until 1866, when the Government decided it had had
enough. Constables raided the Wikwemikong council and arrested five key members.
Jesuit opposition cooled. Five reserves were finally formed on the western side of the
Island, and non-native settlement began, officially. And the first thing they came looking
for was oil.
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 10 – 13
Wikwemikong
1. Create a Manitowaning or Wikwemikong Town Web Site that describes the life
of settlers and natives during this period. Organize the topics and designate them
to individual students to create a page for the web site. Most cities have their own
sites today. Design the site with archival photos and pictures in this old style.
(This assignment could be created as a newspaper)
a. Logo and design for home page, including links for topics covered
b. Attractions and Special events
i. Music
ii. Socials
iii. Church bazaars
iv. School News
c. Sport team schedules, scores, game commentaries and game star players
d. Tourist Attractions, Parks and Recreation
e. Local News
f. Business Opportunities
g. Local Government
h. Town Maps
i. Employment News
j. Welcome Page for New Immigrants
k. Shops and Businesses
l. Agenda for Prosperity: The Town Plan for a prosperous future

Encroachment & The Treaty of 1862
1. Make an animation in flash illustrating colonists encroaching on First Nations
territories.
a. OR Make a graphic novel
2. Where else in the world did colonization occur? Select a country or cultural
group who was colonized. How did colonization take place? Is the territory still
colonized or has it gained independence? What were the consequences of the
colonization for the Native people? Submit a report.
3. Write a letter from a member of the Wikwemikong council to a government or
religious official detailing the events surrounding the treaty signing and the affect
that it is having on your fellow people.
4. In some cases, treaties were signed by the drawing of a clan’s or individual’s
totem (i.e. a deer, a snake). Design your own totem and write a short statement to
discuss your design choices. If it is winter, totems could also be designed in the
snow.
5. What social or political issues are relevant to students today? Have students
create a facebook group to support an issue they believe in (to be approved by the
teacher). We have recently seen the power of facebook to make a difference on
the social and political landscapes, for example: in the case of copyright law, or
the law about the number of teenagers allowed to ride in a car.
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a. In what other ways can students act to make a difference on a social or
political scale?
b. OR If facebook is not permitted in your school board, students could write
letters to the editor of the local newspaper.

Manitoulin Incident
1. Using a video camera, make a pixilation of the Manitoulin Incident using action
figures, lego, or paper dolls. Pixelations can also be created using a digital still
camera.
2. Have students break into groups and develop skits based on the Manitoulin
Incident. Actors’ lines should be scripted and appropriate to their characters.
3. Write a ‘lament’ on the Manitoulin Incident or the Treaty of 1862 (i.e. the Wreck
of the Edmund Fitzgerald, the Asia song that plays over the credits at the end of
Island of Great Spirit).
a. Students can pair up, with one partner writing the lyrics to the song, and
the other creating the music in Garage Band or with an instrument of their
choice.
b. OR Students can write lyrics to accompany a song or tune of their choice.
If there is access to a karaoke machine – students could sing their tunes at
a class karaoke night/afternoon.
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Chapters 14 – 18 (Settlement, Transportaiton, Tourism, &
Lester B. Pearson)
Chapter 14 – Oil, Lumber & Settlement
Synopsis
After the Treaty of 1862 speculators of all kinds flocked to Manitoulin to exploit its
resources. Lumber was abundant and the geological survey of 1840 had indicated that oil
was a strong possibility on the Island.
Chapter 14 Transcript
PETER RUSSEL
This is the Collingwood shale. Collingwood shale is an oil shale, it's very dark black. It's
rich in organic materials and if you break off a piece and you've got a good nose for these
things, you can smell the oil in the rock. The shale is heated up by internal heat of the
earth and the oil moves upwards into that reservoir rock. Reservoir rock is a place like a
sponge underneath the ground which can absorb the oil. Also, you have to have a seal on
that and have some more shale above. So that the oil won't seep out. Now we've had
suitable reservoir rocks on Manitoulin, but the glaciers came along and scraped the top
off the reservoirs, so the oil escaped.
NARRATOR
Unfortunately for the oil speculators of the 1860’s, geology hadn’t advanced enough for
them to know that. All they knew was the Geological Survey of 1840 had indicated oil
was a strong possibility in the area. And the natives of Wikwemikong had long spoke of
seeps of black oil flowing into nearby streams. Many tales are told of the speculators and
their financiers on Manitoulin Island.
TITLE CARD 1
A wise Toronto businessman sends two prospectors to investigate the oil seeps on
Manitoulin Island in the late 1860’s.
TITLE CARD 2
After many days of searching with no results, the prospectors become tired and require
some relaxation.
TITLE CARD 3
OH-NO! The wise Toronto businessman has decided to visit to Manitoulin to check on
the progress of his prospectors.
TITLE CARD 4
The prospectors must think quickly!
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NARRATOR
By the end of 1865 almost 16,000 acres of land on Manitoulin Island were under license
for oil rights. Unfortunately, the most successful Manitoulin Oil Company, the Great
Manitoulin Oil Company, shipped a grand total of 62 barrels of crude, at an expense of
$22,000 and ceased operations in 1867. The treaty of 1862 stipulated that proceeds from
the sale of these licenses, as well as lands to settlers, were to go into an annuity fund ‘for
the benefit of the Indians.’ One of the first things this fund paid for was a series of island
surveys, paving the way for what the government hoped would be a much more
sustainable business, settlement and farming.
DENNIS (V.O.)
A very erroneous impression is abroad as to the value of the Great Manitoulin Island.
There is no amount of timber of any value upon it. There are no less than 17 lakes on it,
covering one third of the whole island, and of the remaining two thirds, not more than a
sixth can be called even indifferent agricultural land. The balance is one mass of rock
and swamp.
NARRATOR
Despite these reports, there was one group willing to take a chance on Manitoulin Island.
It wasn’t the oilman or the farmer, but the lumberman who was the first to find success
on the Great Manitoulin.
ED SEAGLE
R.A. Lyon was the lumber baron I guess of the day. He went on to become a member of
parliament actually, for this area. And the political favor that he got from the government
was to come and log Tehkummah Township. Not only did they log Tehkummah
Township, they logged part of Carnarvon Township, and part of Assiginack Township,
and part of Sandfield Township, anywhere that they could bring the logs to the rivers. It
was an ideal area really, because it was the mouth of two rivers at the Bay itself, the Blue
Jay River and the Manitou River. They both ran into Michael's Bay. And they picked
the Manitou River I think because of the waterpower there. And that would run their
mill. He had a sawmill, a shingle mill. And the sawmill itself at one time ran 24 hours a
day, even though it went bankrupt a couple of times. We figure that the highest
population was probably around the 4 to 5 hundred area there at one time. And most of
those were loggers and their families. They would square it because it would sit on the
schooners without sliding into the lake, you know. 'Cause they would just pile it on the
decks basically. Some of the main ports they would haul the lumber to would be: South
Hampton, Goderich, Owen Sound, Collingwood, Fort Huron on the American side. And
they would haul lumber out and haul supplies back.
JACK MCQUARRY
Most communities were timbering towns. Like even Gore Bay, Province Bay certainly,
Meldrum Bay as well, Colborne Island as well. They were all involved in shipping
timber. There were big, large booms of logs sitting out in the bay and the freighter would
come and they would load the logs and ship them off to wherever they were to go.
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OZZIE HUNT
Well the Henry brothers happened to be the two that developed Kagawong. From the
province they got the tracts of land around Kagawong Lake. They used the Kagawong
Falls area to develop a waterpower site to produce their sawmills and shingle mills and
gristmills. And they built a town site.
LINDA KELLY
Sheguiandah began about 1862. And we believe it was because there was a group of
Natives in Manitowaning who wanted to follow the Anglican faith. So, they came to
Sheguiandah with Jabez Water Sims who was an Anglican Cleric. And he brought a
small group of natives to Sheguiandah. And then of course the white settlers came to
Sheguiandah because of the mill site - the fact that we were on a watercourse that
provided power for three mills. One was a woolen mill, one was a gristmill and one was
a lumber mill.
BILL WIGHTMAN
The Providence bay Milling Co., they came in and just went across the pine lands in there
like a threshing machine. Every time they had 400 acres they sold it to one of their men,
and on they get another 400 acres. The fact that there were 4 of them in the first place
gave them 1600 acres to cut over and they were supposed to put settlers on it. You see,
one settler on each lot. They did, but the settlers never stayed there.
OZZIE HUNT
Most of the farmers had originally been lumbermen. They’d come with the run. And off
season during the winters they worked in lumber mills.
LINDA KELLY
When they first started buying land on the Manitoulin (and this land was offered in the
Owen Sound area, Collingwood area), it was offered as rock free soil. It’s far from rock
free. There are areas on the island that have never been cleared and they are just rock,
rock, rock. But we are told that the early settlers picked rock and piled rocks and cut
trees.
JEAN WILLIAMSON
Very good pockets of farming land here. Where the soil is good, its very good and of
course its underlined with Limestone which is like Southern Ontario.
LINDA KELLY
They would have had to make roads. They followed the native paths. There were native
paths from Manitowaning to West Bay to Sheshegwaning to Sheguiandah.
JEAN WILLIAMSON
Then they built a road from Providence Bay through to West Bay. And the land around
here was just taken up with farms. In Mindemoya some, and Campbell Township just
south of here, had very good land. It was mixed farming. Everybody had chickens, and
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JEAN WILLIAMSON (CONTINUED)
their cows, pigs and once they got them going they were able to ship them out by boat,
which gave them a little bit more ready money.
DOREEN BAILEY
Sometimes I think they were led astray and got onto shallow soil and then had to relocate.
But they didn’t have any hay for their cattle. They would bring those cattle in off the
boats I guess and scows too. And so they went into Misery Bay and cut the marshes.
And that’s how the place got its name. They were doing that when the surveyors came
up the shore.
SURVEYOR
You there – boy! What do you call this place?
BOYS
Misery!
SURVEYOR
Ha ha ha. That’s good.
BILL CEASAR
And it was a particularly wet spring and the bugs were ferocious and the fellows were
having a really tough time of it. Sometimes you see people and their hair is red and its
not natural colouring, it's the bites.
PAT MAHDAHBE
The land was supposed to have been sold for fair market value and in a lot of cases, we're
finding through our research that the land was sold, but the money was never collected.
There was mismanagement, some of the money that should've came to the tribes was
used for the development of roads for non-Native settlement. Some of the monies were
used for the pensions and the salaries of the Indian agents.
BILL WIGHTMAN
The money wasn’t getting back into the fund. A lot of it was because the Indian Agents
and the Land Agents, they just didn’t get down to doing their job.
DAVE SMITH
Manitowaning was a very logical place for people to settle because there was already had been a settlement here since the 1830's. The Indian affairs office and the government
for the reserves on the island remained in Manitowaning, so it was a government seat at
the time. And being a great harbour, people started coming in, settling here. Stores
suddenly sprang up. There were a lot of people living of course on the Wiky reserve who
needed supplies. There were people coming in here to farm at that time needing supplies.
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JEAN WILLIAMSON
Mr. Wagg, A.J Wagg he was called, was the son of a pioneer who came here in about
1870. And he went to Guelph and became a butter maker and he came up here and
started the Creamery. And so Mindemoya became a little center of industry.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
At Wabejiwong (Little Current) there was a turnkey operation, following George
Abotossaway’s departure. So, they would just take over a pre-existing community and
pre-existing economic activities.
JIB TURNER
My family arrived here in the mid 1870's and started this company, Turners Little Current
Limited. And they were merchants from the Tillsonburg area. They were, like most of
the people that were going through here in those days, were headed west. Apparently my
great-great-grand-mother got off the boat here when it stopped to take on fuel and liked it
so much that she said, ‘I don’t know about the rest of you but I’m going no further.’ So,
the rest followed along and they rented a location and started into the mercantile
business. And we’re still here today. Well, George Abotossaway was the first merchant
here. And eventually they moved him out of here. But his family’s still here, in the First
Nation just outside of town, Aundeck Omni Kaning. His great-great-great-granddaughter, was Chief just back in the 1990's. And her son is married to our daughter.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
Eventually the First Nations people, they want to survive in the situation they find
themselves in. So, they begin to create relationships with the non-native people that
arrive on Manitoulin Island. Of course they work together planting corn, potatoes and
maple sugar. The first settlers on Manitoulin were still purchasing maple sugar from the
First Nations people in the 1870’s. But eventually the First Nations were teaching them
how to harvest the maple sugar themselves. The first settlers that arrived on Manitoulin
Island, they were visiting First Nation communities to go see a Medicine Man.
DEBBIE ROBINSON
The story that we have been told as children is that the early settlers who were here, the
first winter that there were white settlers on Manitoulin, what they were finding is that
they were having a vitamin C deficiency, which is not unusual in settlements anywhere.
Hawberries were a way of getting that into your diet and they learned that from the
Natives that were living here. Because they used the berries for everything from tea to,
you know including it ground into meat. They taste awful! To be quite frank, they are
bland and flat and leave a real pucker taste in your mouth.
LINDA KELLY
They stocked up in the winter because the boats stopped once the ice moved in. But I
think that once you’ve lived on an island, you adjust.
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JACK MCQUARRY
Mr. Smith came and he founded Manitoulin's first newspaper, it was in 1877 at Gore
Bay.
JEAN WILLIAMSON
We had two newspapers on the Island. One in Gore Bay and one in Little Current. And
if you went on a trip to Sudbury or a trip to somewhere else, it was reported in the paper.
It kept people in touch. And I think those two newspapers helped the isolation.

Chapter 15 – To and From the Island
Synopsis
As island inhabitants, the weather and water have historically played large roles in the
lives of Manitouliners. Navigational aids were erected to help mitigate the dangers of
Lake Huron’s waters.
Chapter 15 Transcript
OZZIE HUNT
Ice travel was used quite consistently, but it wasn’t always considered safe. And I guess
it never did get completely safe because there was no end of stories of tragedies and so
forth on the ice.
JEAN HASTINGS
The Janet Head light was built in 1879. The first lighthouse keeper was Robert Boyter.
And he realized that not only was this an important light in the summer, but he realized it
was important in the winter. Well one freezing winter day, his wife and oldest son started
off with a team of oxen to cross the channel, twenty-two miles it is across, so it's a long
way. And as often happens in the winter, the weather closed in.
ROBERT BOYTER (V.O.)
I am sorry to say that any remarks this time are of a very melancholy nature. My wife
and eldest son left here on the 11th of April to go to his farm on the north shore with a
yoke of oxen, but owing to the depth of snow and water on the ice the oxen tired and they
had to stay on Dart Island all night and did not reach Spanish River Mills until one
o’clock the next day. She was so badly chilled and frozen that she died on the 19th, the
boy is still living but if he gets over it, he will be crippled for life.
JEAN HASTINGS
Mr. Boyter and some gentlemen and for whatever reasons, two young girls, set out over
the ice to try to intercept and rescue. And they too ran into the weather. One of the little
girls died.
A little later, the route across the ice was marked by evergreen trees. In December,
whoever was using the ice would just go and cut whatever cedar trees, you know, small
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JEAN HASTINGS (CONTINUED)
cedar trees, and plant them in the snow along the way. And so you'd follow this route of
evergreen trees. And then in the spring when the ice melted, they went to the bottom.
DEBBIE ROBINSON
That was a big day. That first day when the ice broke and you knew that the first boat
was going to be coming into the dock, the kids got the day off school and it was like
Canada Day, or the Civic Holiday all rolled into one. That would be the first day that
there would be fresh produce coming in. There would be mail, there would be dried
goods, and things that you know stores starting to run a little low on after a whole winter.
DAVE SMITH
Shipping of course was very important and the general route was Owen Sound to
Manitoulin, then along to different places on Manitoulin, to Sault St. Marie.
JEAN HASTINGS
There were lots and lots of steamships that plied what was known as the Turkey Trail
through the North Channel. I think there were two reasons for it to be called the Turkey
Trail. One was that you kind of made a zig-zag course around these islands and shoals
the way a turkey would walk. Turkeys are not known for their directness. The other
reason is, Manitoulin was known as a turkey producing site and that's part of the Turkey
Trail too.
NARRATOR
To help mariners navigate the Turkey Trail, the Department of Marine constructed a
series of lighthouses in the vicinity of Manitoulin Island.
JEAN HASTINGS
There are a total of 15 lights, either on Manitoulin or on surrounding islands. The earliest
one was 1866 in Little Current. The lamps that were used initially on the Manitoulin
lights burned coal oil, or kerosene. Well, that little flame isn't going to go very far. You
cover that though with one of these lenses, which has the many prisms, then you have a
light that will travel some distances, twelve or fifteen miles out into sea. The other
responsibility (and an important one in storms and in foggy weather), was the fog horn.
Out at Mississagi Strait we had actually a fog plant with a big engine and the fog horn
could be blown all the time. Well here that was not true and most of the Island lights had
just a hand powered thing, about the size of a big suitcase. So, when the keeper heard the
signal from off in the glooms someplace, he would step up to this fog horn and pull the
handle and he had probably a sequence. Each lighthouse would have its own sequence.
So, the sequence might be. (demonstrates the fog horn)
GEORGE PURVIS
My great grandfather and my grandfather’s brother were lighthouse keepers at Great
Duck Island for about 20 years. But my grandfather was there too and they started
fishing on the side, even my great grandfather fished. I have records back in 1883 where
they were out, where he was fishing. I have the ledger. And at that time, they fished out
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GEORGE PURVIS (CONTINUED)
of a Mackinaw sailboat. Most of them were a two masted clinker built boat. That’s
where the boards overlapped on the sides. And they were a very stable boat and a two or
three man crew. But they pulled all of the nets by hand, and they had a centre board that
would drop down and hold them in the water, so when they heeled over in the wind they
would maintain themselves. And they could carry a pretty good load of fish. And once
the steam tugs came along they pulled these Mackinaw boats out onto the open water and
let them go for the day. It was something like the dory fisherman on the ocean that went
out with the mothership. And then at night they would sail themselves all the way back
home. And then they would sell their fish products to Purvis brothers or Gautier
brothers, one of the large fisherman would pack and buy these fish from all the local
fishermen and the Indian people, who ever happened to be doing the fishing. But in the
early days, there were hundreds and hundreds of individual fishermen in small boats.
They took up ice in the winter time out of the lakes and then they added salt and they put
them in cars, they tell me over a ton a piece. And they pushed the cars by hand onto the
decks of the freight boats and shipped them to Detroit. The fish that we caught when
they started was lake trout. The lake trout were really plentiful all the way through to the
1930's. And when the first sea lamprey that we saw in 1934 by 1944 - there wasn’t
hardly a lake trout left. When they fell off, then the whitefish came up a bit. My
grandfather started to come here in the winters and live in Gore Bay and then go back to
the Ducks in the summer. And in about 1919 they moved to Burnt Island, which is on the
south shore of Manitoulin Island. They have fished there ever since that continuously. I
don’t know why I keep fishing. It’s just pure stubbornness that keeps me at it or
something because I don’t like the cold weather any more and I don’t like this and that,
but if there’s a problem I go back and help them out whenever I’m needed. The rest of
the time I try to sneak away to the office and do some book work. I don't think they
really had any accidents on the water. And we've lost no men on the water. It’s been, we
have been fairly lucky I think that way.
DEBBIE ROBINSON
You set out a sunny day and within one hour you are in fog, you are in waves that are
shifting your cargo and you had horses and cattle on these boats. So, I mean they get
panicked, they are kicking and making a fuss and taking people away from their work
positions just to get them settled. And there’s all kinds of things that can happen very,
very quickly.
DAVE SMITH
The Manitoulin was bringing a load of passengers and freight to Manitowaning in the late
1800's. And coming down the bay, caught on fire, something had happened in the boiler
room. The captain was able to beach the ship on the Wiky shore and actually if the
passengers had stayed on the ship and done what the Captain told them to do, no one
would have died. Unfortunately, there were eleven people died in this incident.
Interestingly enough, a particular man from Manitowaning, by the name of Tinkus,
whose family owned a store here, survived on this particular ship. He returned to Owen
Sound and later on, came back on another one of these ships that had actually replaced
the Manitoulin on this run, called the Asia.
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SANDY MCGILLVARY
The Asia was a propeller driven vessel, maybe a bit underpowered. It was maybe 120,
150 feet long, not huge. And it was coming home in Septembe, and then a terrific storm,
a perfect storm came along. It was just like a hurricane apparently. They had cattle on
board and they had to drive them off. Seems very cruel. It was in, getting in the trough
and they didn’t seem to have the power to face the waves. It foundered and they had
some life boats and quite a few got off, but as the waves were so strong, they would
capsize the lifeboat. And every time apparently fewer people would get back in the life
boat, until there was just two left.
DAVE SMITH
The Tinkus who survived the Manitoulin unfortunately did not survive the Asia. But his
nephew (who then took over the store in Manitowaning), was one of the two survivors
along with a woman, Miss Morrison. And they were the only survivors of the Asia.
SANDY MCGILLVARY
They reckoned about 100 people were lost.
OZZIE HUNT
In Kagawong we lost both the founding fathers of the Henry brothers that brought the
mill. One was lost on the Asia and the other was lost at Manitowaning Bay, in the
Manitoulin.
SANDY MCGILLVARY
Dunk Tinkus died about 1901 or so and he’s buried up at the Anglican cemetery in town.
It's the Tinkus plot. I don't think that many people know it, but I keep telling them that
there is where Dunk Tinkus is buried, and he was our sole survivor of the Asia. If you go
to certain other cemeteries on Manitoulin, you will sometimes see they went down with
the Asia. They’ll just have a stone because they wouldn’t have the body.
NARRATOR
Not everyone who perished in the furry of Lake Huron are commemorated with specially
marked gravestones. Some remain unidentified and their stories have become part of
local legend. Almost 203 years to the day before the Asia was lost, La Salle’s famous
barque the Griffon went missing in a storm on it’s way from Lake Michigan to Lake Erie.
Some believe she foundered in the Mississagi straights off the western tip of Manitoulin
Island.
ELIZABETH DURHAM
This is some timbers from the wreck found in the Mississagi straights. And we talk very
softly about it because it is dearly, dearly held that this is the Griffon. It's been there for
as long as anyone here remembers. Just folk knowledge it's been there. A lot of it was
salvaged. Farmers went out and salvaged nails for example to make harrows because
there was no hardware store. And fisherman would set fires under it to burn out to melt
out the lead. So they could use it as lead weights. So there wasn't an awful lot left of the
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ELIZABETH DURHAM (CONTINUED)
wreck and then the ice has dragged it now and it's down in the chasm at the bottom of the
Mississagi straights.
JOYCE SPRACK
My grandfather was at Mississauga lighthouse for 35 years. I remember the story that my
grandfather told me about the time that they climbed over this cliff sort of along the ledge
and they came to this cave.
NARRATOR
There are several variations to this story. It probably happened sometime in the early
20th century. Some say it was a group of inquisitive children who discovered the bones.
Others say that mom was involved. Still others say that it wasn’t children at all, but
hunters in chase of pray or fisherman stopping for a shore lunch. But all maintain that
there was a discovery.
OZZIE HUNT
The early Lighthouse Keepers there found skulls in a cave and kept these around for a
while ‘til they seemed to disappear. Also with the skulls, there were some coins and
some buttons, which unfortunately all seemed to disappear. When someone discovered
this it very well might have been the Griffin. They started doing some investigation on
this. The lead, I understood was sent to France and assayed over there in Paris as being
the type that was used in the 1600’s for caulking boats.
DEBBIE ROBINSON
Certainly there were you know, there were wooden spars and there were things found that
possibly were linked with the Griffin. We’re talking a very long time ago, you’re talking
the 1600s now. Wooden ships, you know, you would have to find something pretty solid
metal probably that said ‘this is from the Griffin’ before you could say, ‘yes this is where
it sank.’
NARRATOR
By 1890, even the extreme West End of the island was booming. Not far from the
Mississagi Strait’s lighthouse was Meldrum Bay, a stop over along the ‘Turkey Trail’ that
quickly developed into a fishing and lumbering centre. The east end of the island had
long run out of lumber, and Michael’s Bay, which burned to the ground in the 1890’s,
was abandoned as a result. But Michael’s Bay had long lost importance among the nonnative settlements on the island. The new heavyweights were Gore Bay and Little
Current, who, by 1888 were competing with Manitowaning for the district seat.
SANDY MCGILLVARY
In the early days the law courts were at the Sault. So, there was a move to have a judicial
seat they call it, on Manitoulin. And so Gore Bay became the judicial seat, by a plurality.
And that’s where the courthouse was subsequently built and the land office and sort of
the centre of bureaucracy for Manitoulin.
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NARRATOR
Rivalries between communities continued long after the vote over the judicial seat. And
they played themselves out most often on the ice.
OZZIE HUNT
Manitoulin has always been very vocal. I guess the other towns were the only thing near
by were the part of the world they knew. So, sports events between (especially hockey),
between communities were quite exciting. Each town had an arena and a local hockey
team they were very proud of. So proud of they were fighting mad if something
happened to them.
LARRY LEBLANC
It’s really part of the cultural fabric of Manitoulin Island. It goes back as far as anybody
can remember.
LINDA KELLY
Little Current had an arena, an outdoor arena, called the Tally-ho in the 1890’s but we
don’t really know where that was. The first hockey club in Little Current, I believe was
formed in 1902. And they would often skate to Killarney, which is a distance of about 22
miles, and their equipment would be coming in a horse and cutter, and then they would
play hockey and skate back to the Manitoulin. Pretty amazing. And they also would
skate often to Gore Bay. And people used to go in large contingencies to Gore Bay and
Killarney to watch hockey. It was very much a community endeavour.

Chapter 16 – Early Tourism
Synopsis
The fish filled, crystal clear waters of Manitoulin and the North Channel have attracted
tourists since the day of the canoe. Yachts, steamers and the railway have ensured
tourists’ continued presence on the island.
Chapter 16 Transcript
NARRATOR
While a local hockey game could draw people from neighboring communities, Islanders
began to understand from a very early time that their remote and pristine island had the
power to draw visitors from across the continent.
LINDA KELLY
Tourism I believe started on the island much, much earlier than we people of today
realize. I believe it was about 1837 that Anna Jamison came to this area. Anna Jamison
was the wife of the Assistant to the Governor General. She decided to go on a little tour
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LINDA KELLY (CONTINUED)
of the Great Lakes and hired some people to take her. As it was, she ended up in Sault
Ste. Marie and then journeyed to the Manitoulin. And she came to the Gift Giving at
Manitowaning in 1837. And then of course W.H.G Kingston in 1853, who came here
with his wife writing a travel guide for other people to follow.
W.H.G. KINGSTON (V.O.)
With a bright sun shining on the blue waters, when the unnumbered hues of Autumn have
tinted the leaves, it must appear an amphitheatre of most fairy-like beauty.
DAVE SMITH
When the tourist trade, I suppose started in Manitowaning in the 1880’s, or even possibly
the late 1870’s, one of the first hotels that was built was the Queen's Hotel.
OZZIE HUNT
Each community usually had a hotel, you see, because there were transients, people
coming and going. If they were a traveler or somebody coming for the first time to an
area, this and that. My family, at least some of them, came with the Henry Brothers. The
great grandfather that actually started the hotel came to do just that. He’d had a hotel in
some other area and he built the Havelock Hotel. The first one burnt down and then he
built the one that remains over there now. Manitoulin became known as an excellent
fishing area - especially the inland lakes. And so consequently, the odd well-to-do
fisherman usually, came to these little communities, stayed at the local hotels or cabins
that began to appear inland.
DAVE SMITH
Much as now people go much further north into Canada, or into the Yukon or Alaska to
fish. At that time Americans came to Manitoulin.
BILL WIGHTMAN
You were also getting some sportsmen who wanted to come up and shoot all the ducks
insight, or perhaps kill off some more of the woodland caribou that were on Manitoulin
instead of deer.
LINDA KELLY
And I think people just saw the beauty and decided maybe to bring their wives next time.
JIB TURNER
The first private yachts that were plying the North Channel were mostly agents of English
aristocracy or the Church. And that I don't think really happened a lot. It wasn't until the
Industrial Revolution in the lower lakes that we saw more local yachtsmen coming to
visit the area. The first real steam yachts that came north were very large boats. The
Delphine for instance, carried a crew of 55 men. It took a lot to keep a boat like
operating. There isn't any way through the North Channel without you’re having to go
through the Narrows being at Little Current. The fact that it was the major port lends
itself to the fact that most of the supplies can be gathered here and could be over the
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JIB TURNER (CONTINUED)
years. My great grandfather B.H. Turner was a driving force in getting the railroad here.
Part of that was because coal was coming in here and going to Sudbury and then
afterwards it was byproducts of the smelting that came here and were shipped out of here.
LINDA KELLY
There were many, many, many, many editorials in the Manitoulin Expositor 100 years
ago about the need for a railroad. Then in about 1912, they actually started to build the
bridge.
SANDY MCGILLVARY
And then toward the end of 1912, the bridge swung for the first time and linking
Manitoulin to the north shore. They first swung it by hand actually. There is sort of a
cap stand and they had eight men pushing and they swung it. It took a long time. A lot
of people had great visions when the railway first came. They envisioned the railroad
going across the east end of Manitoulin, and going on a car ferry down to the Bruce
Peninsula or to Meaford, but that never occurred.
JIB TURNER
We don't have a train anymore, but the automobile is probably the one thing that
popularized this whole area the most. Certainly, we have sold a significant number of
road maps because of that.
LINDA KELLY
There are cars on the island before the bridge allowed traffic to come that way because
the cars came over by ferry. And the first cars are mentioned as coming in on large
cruise ships, usually owned by Americans who brought them on to the island and then
found out there weren’t serviceable roads.

Chapter 17 – Ferried Away
Synopsis
The car changed everything on Manitoulin – ferries gave both residents and tourists
freedom to travel to and from the Island in their automobiles. The 1950’s harkened the
golden age of tourism on the Island.
Chapter 17 Transcript
DAVE SMITH
The road from Espanola into the island was not a great road to travel on until the, actually
the 1960's. There was a train that came as far as Little Current, but the favorite way to
come was by boat, and certainly the ferry was the way to travel at that time.
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NARRATOR
The most logical place for a ferry was at the Tip of the Bruce Peninsula at Tobermory.
The Anishinabek knew this, it had been their favorite crossing point for centuries for
those equipped with very large lake canoes. The first official car ferry service was
offered by the Tobermory Transit Company, which ran from Tobermory to Providence
Bay starting in 1928. Beginning in 1932, the Owen Sound Transportation Company
began running a converted fire boat called the Normac from Tobermory to South
Baymouth.
SANDY MCGILLVARY
There was a time when there was some competition there, for about a year. But then they
went and settled it in court and the Owen Sound Transportation company got the
exclusive rights to run the ferry there.
DAVE SMITH
The Norisle was the first steamship built in Ontario after the Second World War. It was
designed to be a warship and when the Second World War ended, was converted into a
passenger freighter. On its maiden voyage, the first port of call that the Norisle made was
into Manitowaning. The sister ship, the Norgoma was smaller but was a diesel ship. The
Norisle, when it was taken out of commission in the 1970's, when the large new ferry was
put in (the Chi-Cheemaun), was purchased by Manitowaning for one dollar and has
remained in Manitowaning ever since.
NARRATOR
One of the justifications for the 1862 treaty was that Manitoulin Island could be an ideal
jumping point for those heading west to colonize the prairies. Part of that plan was a
connection between the west end of the island and the north shore. Eighty-five years
later, in 1947, this connection was finally realized when the Normac moved to Meldrum
Bay and ferried cars and people across the channel to Blind River. The timing was right.
The war was over and the period that some people consider the golden age of tourism on
Manitoulin was just beginning.
LINDA KELLY
In the 50’s, that was certainly the hay days, late 40’s, early 50’s. People like the mayor
of Chicago, Hop-a-long Cassidy, Gene Autry, they all came to Little Current on the
cruise ships.
JIB TURNER
My grandfather spent quite a bit of time in the wintertime doing basically a promotional
tour. My grandfather would go to yacht clubs and speak on the North Channel.
LINDA KELLY
Local businesses in Little Current, local businesses in Gore Bay were providing services
to the tourists. The small motels were starting to pop up. There were more hotels on the
Island, there were more resorts being built.
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JIB TURNER
Gene McDonald was the head of Zenith Radio and Television Corporation. He built a
very large cottage and was probably best known for being an intricate part of getting
President Roosevelt to come here to do some fishing before the Quebec Conference,
which was the conference that initiated the Americans into World War Two.
LINDA KELLY
He didn’t come to the Manitoulin that I am aware of. But he stayed on a siding at Birch
Island, on the Bay of Islands side. He slept on a very special train. They had secret
service men who stayed at the Anchor Inn in Little Current. He bought his worms from
Turners in Little Current.
The President had a very famous dog called Falla. And there was a family by the name
of Cork who also lived in the area, had a summer place in the area. They had a dog that
was very similar to Falla and the secret service actually tried to scoop the Cork’s dog,
thinking it was their own. He actually wrote a letter to one of his daughters telling her
that he had enjoyed it a great deal and that he was planning to come back but never did.
Within the next two years he was - he was no longer living.
MARION SEABROOK
Well when my mom and dad were married they lived a year with my dad's mother
because my grandfather had died and they lived on the farm right across from Treasure
Island. And every day they looked out at that island and thought how beautiful it was.
NARRATOR
In case you were wondering, the original name for Treasure Island is Mindemoya Island.
That’s right. Nanabush’s grandma Nokomis, from the beginning of our tale, still waiting
for Nanabush to return.
MARION SEABROOK
They agreed to buy Treasure Island for $2,500. But that then was a lot of money. My
dad grew a great big garden. It was called a farm for a while. During a storm some
people were storm-stayed on Treasure Island. And dad saw them out there, helped them
get in, brought them up to the house, gave them something to eat and they said, ‘now if
you would build a cottage we would come and rent it every summer.’ So they did that
and we named the cottages by the first people who were in them. So the McMillan
cottage was the first cottage because their name was McMillan. And they did come every
year. But then it grew from that to seventeen cottages. We bought a little launch from
Birch Island. It turned out that it was the little launch that Roosevelt had used for his
fishing trip when he came. So, we would take it to the dock and bring over the guests.
And it was kind of an interesting history for the Ohio people to know that the President
had ridden and gone fishing on that particular launch. I became one of the cooks over
there. And instead of having a lunch we had sort of two dinners; full course meals. After
about three days they were so full they could hardly stay. But it was a short season, July
and August. You had to make your money in July and August, enough to try to hold you
through the winter.
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Chapter 18 – Lester B. Pearson
Synopsis
‘Mike’ Pearson, as Islanders called him, served as the MP for Algoma East for twenty
years, and as Prime Minister from 1963 to 1968.
Chapter 18 Transcript
MARION SEABROOK
Well I remember Mr. Pearson of course. And my dad was a strong Liberal and of course
he met him through the Liberal party. And so when he came to Manitoulin he stayed at
Treasure Island.
OZZIE HUNT
Actually he was really from the Toronto area. He was a career diplomat and he had
become an ambassador to Washington and High Commissioner to Great Britain. And
Mackenzie King had always been his own Foreign Affairs Minister, but when Saint
Laurent became Prime Minister, he had no background in external affairs and so he asked
his senior diplomat to do this. He chose his seat and a member of Parliament here,
Thomas Farquhar became a Senator and he kept the seat without any trouble at all.
JIB TURNER
My grandfather ended up being a local politician here in the municipality, then went on
and ran against Lester Pearson in the 1950's in the Algoma riding for the Member of
Parliament. Although of course he lost.
OZZIE HUNT
Mr. Pearson came to stay with us at the hotel that I said the family ran in town here. So, I
suddenly found myself part time working for him. And I probably did what these riding
managers do now. Every town he had an amazing amount of people that knew him. That
was our easiest way to campaign, was to take him place to place and let him talk to
people.
MARION SEABROOK
He just loved to come and be one of the campers. He put on no style, we didn't do
anything different for him, he was just one of the people. When he was running he said
to my dad, ‘well Joe if I get to be Prime Minister, what do you want?’ Dad said, ‘well we
need a government dock,’ because there was no really good docking facility.
JEAN WILLIAMSON
And he used to come here with his wife and visit with us. But he always sent us a
Christmas card.
JACK MCQUARRY
He was just simply known as Mike to the locals and coming from the meeting with the
President of the United States to having a meeting with the people at Gore Bay or Little
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JACK MCQUARRY (CONTINUED)
Current or Manitowaning, you know. When Arlene and I were married, Mike Pearson
attended the wedding. The wedding reception was held in Silverwater and I remember
Mike dancing with my new wife. He certainly, certainly was holding her close.
MARION SEABROOK
The day after the election my dad got a phone call and it said it was from the Prime
Minister's office and ‘where did we want the dock?’ And my dad thought that it was a
joke. He just sort of laughed and hung up the phone. And the phone rang again, ‘oh’ he
said, ‘I thought that it was someone playing a prank.’
NARRATOR
By the time he left, Lester B Pearson had served as MP for Algoma East for 20 years.
The island he left behind in 1968 had changed considerably since the end of the Second
World War.
DAVE SMITH
Tourism just short of grown up, there were no industries on Manitoulin. Farming was the
only real thing that people worked at so tourism just sort of fit into a nice niche. But it
did not really replace anything, you know, the factory did not close. It just sort of grew
naturally because of the island situation.
OZZIE HUNT
The Manitoulin District in 1900 had 10,000 people and so did Algoma District, which is
the Sault and so did Sudbury District. Now, both of those areas are over 150,000 and
Manitoulin is still 10,000 Non-Natives. Mostly because of industries in the other districts
you see.
NARRATOR
There was one group on the island whose population continued to grow. By 1960 the
Anishinabek were active participants in the tourism economy.
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 14 – 18
Settlement & Lumbering
1. Create a graphic representation of the progression of settlement on Manitoulin
Island according to a timeline. Show where people originate, what they do when
they arrive, how the towns are built up with schools, stores, etc.
2. In Chapter 14, Oil, Lumber & Settlement, the silent film technique is used to
illustrate a moment in Manitoulin’s past. Re-create another moment in the
Island’s past using the silent film style and technique. Present your material in a
video or as a skit.
3. Write a short story about one worker’s life during this time. For example, look at
the life of a lumberjack. Research what it was like at a lumber camp in northern
Ontario, or breaking a log jam on a river in the spring. Focus your story on a
personal incident in the every day life of a lumberjack.
a. Other possible points of view: a cook in a lumber camp in the winter; wife
of a lumberjack who stays behind all winter with the twelve children (one
on the way) and works hard farming in the summer alongside her husband,
along with making the clothes, churning the butter, dressing freshly killed
meat, keeping house, etc; a child of one of the lumberjacks; a merchant
who owns a shop where supplies are bought for the lumber camps, a
bootlegger who smuggles liquor for his lumberjack customers; a girlfriend
of one of the rugged lumberjacks waiting to be married; a newly
immigrated teenage boy anxious to get into the bush and cutting lumber;
a new immigrant lured by the promise of free land and bountiful harvests;
a writer for the local paper.
4. Open Mic Night.
a. Student groups practice and perform the various old ballads of the
lumberjacks. iTunes has examples of some of these old tunes. Students
could dress up accordingly in plaid and boots. Everyone would bring nonalcoholic drink mixtures to serve at the celebration. The classroom could
be set with table and chairs, as if a restaurant or tavern. Students may
have access to a karaoke machine. Students may “perform” as an air band
to any one of the recordings of these old songs.
b. Some suggestions for Lumberjack songs:
i. The Canadian Lumber Jack - Stompin' Tom Connors;
ii. Lumberjack - Johnny Cash;
iii. Log Rolling - Uncle Billy McCrea, Deep River of Song
iv. The Log Jam- David Darling and Barry Lopez, River Notes
v. Log Driver's Waltz sung by a variety of singers including Copper
Sky, Michael Mitchell
5. Consider the situation of Manitoulin Island. What made the Island an ideal
location for the lumber industry?
6. Create a timeline of development of Manitoulin as the lumber industry flourished.
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Maritime Navigation
1. How has maritime navigation changed over the years? What kinds of tools are
available to seamen and fishermen now that might have helped out the crew of the
Asia? Make a comic strip or film storyboard detailing how the story of the Asia
might have been different if modern navigational aids and forecasting were
available to them.
a. Or use the comic strip to detail the evolution of navigational aids for
mariners.
2. Sea Chanty – Many a song has been sung about the difficulties of maritime travel.
Have students create their own sea chanty about Lake Huron, the Turkey Trail, or
the Georgian Bay – it could be about an historical event (i.e. the sinking of the
Asia) or a maritime event in their own lives. Students can create a music video
for their chanty, or make an audio track using musical instruments from garage
band to accompany them, perform the piece in front of the class, or simply hand
their piece in as a poem. Many chanteys are ‘call and response’ – a fun activity
for the whole class to participate in. Alternative spelling: sea shanty
a. Resource: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_shanty
i. Contains audio samples
3. Lighthouses continue to mark hazards on the North Channel today. Using
modern materials, have students design their own navigational aid. They could
build a scale model of the aid, or simply draw a diagram. Students should
consider where they would put the aid and what purpose it would serve. Would
the aid be solely for marine navigation? Could the aid be used today, or would it
serve a greater purpose if used in the future?
4. Fishing & Biology – Design a class fish tank with fish species and plant life from
Lake Huron. Each student should select a species and find out their biological
nomenclature, preferred foods, habit, population numbers, and their ‘industrial
use’ if any. A photo or drawing of the specimen should be included. On a
bulletin board or website, a large fish tank or map of the North Channel can serve
as the background, and students’ fish and plants can be placed in the tank.
5. Fishing has a long history throughout the world. Have students select a culture
that has traditionally fished. Have them research the various methods and tools
used by that culture in the past. Were certain fish species more valuable than
others or more dangerous to catch? Does the culture still fish at present? Does
fishing still supplement a large portion of their economy? Have students design a
‘fishing guide’ for sportsmen today.

The Railway
1. The railways often produced post cards for the locations on their routes. Create a
post card for the town of Little Current. Photographs, etchings, watercolours, and
drawings were popular means of expression during this period – encourage
students to be creative.
2. Create a poster advertising the Railway coming to the Island. Think about what
this would mean for residents of Manitoulin towns, who up until this point had
only poor roads and boats to access the outside world.
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Tourism
1. With the advent of tourism on Manitoulin Island, increasingly important people were
coming to the area, including President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Choose an important
figure from Manitoulin’s past (they do not necessarily have to be from Manitoulin,
but should have influenced Manitoulin’s development in some way). Figures can be
selected from the video or from another source. The students should research their
chosen figure and then take on the persona of that figure in a presentation in front of
the class, providing information and holding the class’s attention.
a. A ‘cocktail reception’ for the homecoming of all of Manitoulin’s best
and brightest is another possibility for this event.
2. Think of Manitoulin through a ‘tourism lens.’ Why would tourists want to come to
Manitoulin? What would they do once there?
a. Plan an ad campaign to get tourists to Manitoulin.
b. Offer a travel package for the Manitoulin tourist. Plan their itinerary.
c. Use Google Maps to map out an itinerary.
d. Write a travel brochure for Manitoulin.
e. Film a commercial to bring in tourists to the area.
f. Write a poem about the area.
g. Write a song about the area.

Lester B. Pearson
1. Assign a Canadian Prime Minister to each of your students. Each student will
research their Prime Minister.
a. Create a ‘class portrait’ with each of the Prime Ministers – where each
student draws their Prime Minister and writes a brief statement about
them.
b. OR Write and deliver a speech as your Prime Minister on the topics and
conflicts of the Prime Minister’s time.
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Chapters 19 & 20 (A New Direction)
Chapter 19 – The Seventh Prophecy
Synopsis
The Seventh Prophecy of the Anishinabek tells of the coming of a generation that will
retrace the steps of the sacred ways. Now, that generation is here and is hard at work.
Chapter 19 Transcript
ESTHER OSCHE
The seventh prophesy told about the coming back into the world of a generation that
would retrace the steps of the sacred ways, practices and customs of the people and bring
those back to life. And so at this time that generation is here and hard at work.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
One of the longest standing Pow Wows in Ontario is the Wikwemikong Pow Wow,
which is held every summer on the Civic holiday weekend.
STEVEN GEORGE
Even before 1960 they were holding Pow Wows here. Not officially, it was just kind of
done occasionally for visiting dignitaries. I have an old, old photo of a church procession
here in front of this church. And they are carrying banners. And so it’s always been
there. But up until 1960 it has not been formally recognized. But for the longest time, up
until about 1980, that was the only Pow Wow for Ontario.
ALAN CORBIERE
Well the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation was founded in the early '70s. And the people
recognized at that point that there was a need to have a structure in place that would
maintain, preserve and enhance Anishinabek language and culture. The Ojibwe Cultural
Foundation can actually take a bit of credit for assisting in the reestablishment of what is
now called the Woodland School of Art. So, you have famous artists out there,
established artists, such as Blake Debassige, Don Ends, and Leland Bell and Mel
Madahbee. So, we got a distinct set of artists here that went to art schools that were
hosted by the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation. And Manitoulin Island is seen as a Mecca of
artistic talent.
DOMINIC BEAUDRY
As principal of the Wikwemikong high school I made sure that the high school got a big
drum for the youth and drumming takes place twice a week and they learn their
traditional songs. And we brought an eagle staff, a youth role model is asked to carry the
staff to all the important assemblies and important events. We have our councilors in our
guidance department smudge the students with traditional medicines. So, we try to
incorporate all these traditional, spiritual things into the delivery of education.
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ALAN CORBIERE
With all that the Anishinabek has been put through in the last little while, you see all the
strides we have made and the resilience of our spirit and the resilience of our people, that
there is cause for good hope.

Chapter 20 – Island of Great Spirit
Synopsis
From the original Odawa inhabitants, to the other Anishinabek Nations that they
welcomed to the land; to lumbermen, fishermen, farmers, and tourists, the Island has
always had a unique appeal.
Chapter 20 Transcript
ESTHER OSCHE
The time is now that there is an acknowledgement of the common shared history - that
we’re the beneficiaries of the things that went wrong in the past. And we cannot go back
to the past, but we have the opportunity to learn how human beings may have failed one
and another and then to evolve to a new belief with one another. We can get beyond that
if we have the will to do it.
GERARD PELTIER
Okay boys, you want this?
HOCKEY PLAYERS
Yeah!
GERARD PELTIER
You want it?
HOCKEY PLAYERS
Yeah!
GERARD PELTIER
Go get it boys. Let’s go.
GERARD PELTIER
There's obstacles that you have to overcome. I was lucky enough to fight through those.
But now things have changed and it's changed for the better. Look at our team here, half
of them are aboriginal, half of them are not. They get along great and that's because we
as a people on the Island have learned to accept that and adapted to it and we accept each
other.
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DAVE SMITH
We are all Manitoulin Islanders no matter what our background has been. Whether its
been a Canadian Native, First Nation person, or a European background or from
something else. It’s one of the things that everybody here has in common. That you
belong to Manitoulin Island.
JIB TURNER
We enjoy it as much as the people that are here vacationing. The fact that we don't have
two or three other business locations and maybe a fancy way of getting between all three
of them, we’ve made up for that in the fact that we can enjoy a quiet walk on a nice
peninsula or point out into the great North Channel on a regular daily basis.
OZZIE HUNT
We have a lot of Manitoulin pride. An awful lot of our people when they leave to go
away to wherever they go in this world, like to come back here to retire. And this is
good, we like it.
LARRY LEBLANC
It is strange, the idea that all people on the Island who have lived here for any length of
time, feel a spiritual connection to it. It sounds like it is something for a travel folder but
it’s not my experience. My experience is that it is really true.
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Activity Ideas for Chapters 19 & 20
Personal History
1. Students are asked to research their own family’s heritage (have them chose either
their paternal or maternal ancestry – unless they are keen to do both). When
researching, they should uncover the country that their family originated from, the
type of work that most of the family was involved in (i.e. farming, milling,
mining, etc.), any famous people who were members of the family, the meaning
of their family’s name (if any), reasons why the family came to Canada, and any
hardships the family endured – either in their country of origin, or in Canada.
First Nations students can research their clan, the history of their band, and the
history of their Nation. Students should also research the cultural nuances of their
country of origin (or First Nation), including: traditional culture, arts, and
entertainment, traditional festivals, traditional foods, and popular sports.
2. Interview an Elder: Interview a family member or Elder regarding their ancestry
and the history of their people/family. Students will use this information to
compile a short documentary film on their family’s history. If students do not
have access to video cameras, they can create a family scrapbook with transcribed
interview text and family photos or drawings.
3. Oral Histories – First Nations people have passed down their heritage for
thousands of years by reciting them to their children and families over and over.
Think of a story from your childhood that you were told by a parent, grandparent,
or relative. Have a class story circle, where students are invited to bring in
pillows, blankets, and snacks, and each student will take a turn reciting a story
that is personal to them. Students may want to practice their stories before
coming in to class.
General Ideas
1. Produce a “Heritage Minute” and re-enact any significant moment in Manitoulin’s
history. Students without access to video cameras could produce a stop frame
animation with real actors, puppets or dolls.
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Asia Song Lyrics
ASIA SONG (Author Unknown, Performed by Ian Bell)
Loud roared the dreadful tumult, and stormy was the day, when the Asia left her harbour
to cross the Georgian Bay.
One hundred souls she had on board, likewise a costly store, and on that trip this gallant
ship she sank to rise no more.
There were three and thirty shanty boys, wholehearted, stout and brave. For French River
they were bound, but found a watery grave. Men tried to save the captain as the waters
round him raged. "Oh no", cried he, "Ne'er think of me till all on board are saved."
Of all the souls she had on board two only are alive Miss Morrison and Tinkiss, they only
did survive.
Miss Morrison and Tinkiss, their names I'll ne'er forget, Protected by a lifeboat which
five times did upset.
That boat was seen to hold eighteen which into her did climb, but it upset, and down they
went... there were seven at one time. Now in the deep their bodies sleep; their earthly
trials are o'er, and on the beach their bones do bleach along the Georgian shore.

Film Credits
Project Partners
Manitouilin Museums Association
Wikwemikong Heritage Organization
Western Manitloulin Historical Society / Gore Bay Museum
Assiginack Museum/Historical Board
Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah
Central Manitoulin Historical Society
Ojibwe Cultural Foundation
Net Shed Museum
The Little Schoolhouse and Museum
Crew
Director, Cinematographer, & Editor - Zachary Melnick
Producer, Maps, Animation, & Graphics -Yvonne Drebert
Re-Enactment Director - Drew Lint
Casting services by Audrey Wemigwans
Research & Writing –Zachary Melnick, & Yvonne Drebert
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Sound Designer - Kyle Melnick
Original Score by Brian Schneberk
Original Music by Ian Bell
Theme Music by Simon Wood
Assistant Editor & Accounting - Amanda Melnick
Costumes and Props – Yvonne Drebert, Amanda Melnick, & Diana Player
Historical Costume Consultants – Diana Player & George N. Wells
Historical Costume Seamstress – Wendy Melnick
Community Liaison – Dave Smith
Interview Subjects
• Doreen Bailey – Misery Bay Provincial Park
• Dominic Beaudry – Education Director, Wikwemikong Board of Education
• Bill Caesar – Fossil Enthusiast
• Alan Ojiig Corbiere – Bne (Ruffed Grouse Clan), Ojibwe Anishnaabe, Operations
Manager Ojibwe Cultural Foundation
• Steven J. George – Wawiegijig, Animkehns Ogimah-binesse, Composition &
Translation Co-Ordinator, Wikwemikong Heritage Organization
• J. Terry Debassige – Councillor, M’Chigeeng First Nation
• Austin H. Hunt – Reeve, Billings Township
• Dr. Pat Julig – Professor of Archaeology, Laurentian University
• Linda Kelly – Curator, Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah
• Larry C. LeBlanc – Retired Educator, Historian
• Dr. Douglas Leighton – Associate Professor of History, Huron University College
• Patrick Madahbee – Chief, Aundeck Omni Kaning First Nation
• Alexander McGillivray – Little Current Historian
• W. John McQuarrie – Author of ‘True Tall Tales of Algoma-Manitoulin’
• Esther Osche – Whitefish River First Nation
• Gerard Peltier – Manitoulin Panthers Rep Hockey Coach
• George Purvis – Commercial Fisherman, Purvis Brothers Ltd.
• Debbie Robinson – Librarian, Assiginack Public Library
• Peter Russel – Curator, Earth and Environmental Sciences Museum, University of
Waterloo
• Edgar Sagle – President, Michael’s Bay Historical Society
• Marion Seabrook – Author of ‘Once Upon an Island’
• David Smith – Curator, Assiginack Museum
• Joyce Sprack – Manitowaning Resident
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•
•
•
•
•

Michael Stogre – Director of Anishinabe Spiritual Centre
John Strickland – Retired Geology Teacher
Jib Turner – Turners of Little Current Ltd., Est. 1879
Dr. W. R. Wightman – Professor Emeritus, University of Western Ontario, author
of ‘Forever on the Fringe’
Jean Williamson – Historian, Mindemoya, Manitoulin Island

Re-Enactment Cast (In Order of Appearance)
• Anishinabek Narrator – Rose Marie Trudeau
• Nanabush – Bruce Naokwegijig
• Nokomis – Rose Marie Trudeau
• First Nations Woodland Period Peoples: The British Native Allies – Lynda
Balena, One Feather Arsenault, John Roloson, Adam Roloson, Zeke De
Jonckheere, Debbie Clymer, Cedar Heart, Soange taha (Stuart) Engler, Patrick
Doyle, Kim Lundberg, David Lundberg, Jason McGowan, Allen Summerhayes,
Nancy Jensen, Wolf Thomas, Philip Bélanger
• Anishinabek Singer – Lila Tubobondung (Waubenopitchikwe)
• Post Glacial Tool Maker – Levi Aguonie
• Samuel Champlain – George N. Wells
• French Page – Kyle Melnick
• Father Poncet – Michael Dagostino
• Mookomanish – Kim Lundberg
• Anishinabek Warrior – Wolf Thomas
• Lieutenant Colonel Robert McDougall – Robert Tordiff
• Sophie Anderson – Marie-Chantal Nolet
• Captain Anderson – Wayne Martin
• Mrs. Anderson – Roanne Dutrisac
• Anderson Child 1 – Brett Gauthier
• Anderson Child 2 – Garret Gauthier
• Ms. Bayly – Diane McMurray
• Bayly Baby – Ava Fields
• Native with Basket – Darlene Peltier
• Anglican Missionary – Jake McColman
• Anishinabek School Children – Carter Bebonang, Ocean Bell, Brooke Jacko, Jade
Jacko, Brittany Manitowabi, Daniel Peltier, & Samantha Sprack
• Sir John Colborne – Wallace Moore
• Woman Fire Tender – Anne Erskine
• Child Settlers – Devon Player & Kaitlyn Player
• J.B. Assiginack – Wolf Thomas
• Sir Francis Bone Head – Thomas Stewart
• Bond Head’s Red Coats – Keegan Eshkawkogan, Jeremy Hall, Pierre
Laframboise, & Kyle Melnick
• Gibbard – Dylon White
• Father Choné – Henri Lagrandeur
• Constables – Aaron Case, Jeff Erskine, Peter Melnick & Dave Smith
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•
•
•
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•

George Ironside – Jeff Erskine
Lindsay – Nelson Lafrenière
Bartlett – Keith Crigger
Interpreter – Jimmy Fox
Itawashkash – Gordie Odjig
William McDougall – Laurier J. Carrey
Proulx – Terry Wabegijig
La Ronde – Kyle Melnick
Anishinabek Boy Who Spots Boats – Brayden Pheasant
Odawa Villagers – Levi Aguonie, Thomas Atchitawen, David J. Fox, Rob Fox,
Jade Jacko-Osawabine, Cotnee Kaboni, Bob Manitowabi, Gordie Odjig, David
(Sunny) Osawabine, Joe Osawabine, Daniel Peltier, Brayden Pheasant, Robert
Pheasant, Liberty Rivers, Elisha Sidlar-Monroe, Elliott Simon, Marjorie Trudeau,
Mellinda Trudeau, Lorena Wabanosse, Terry Wabagijig & Audrey Wemigwans
Miserable Boy 1 – Dylan Hunter
Miserable Boy 2- Troy McDonald
Miserable Boys’ Supervisor – Bill Fisher
Surveyor in Row Boat – Edwin E. Kellar
Rower – Steve Hall
Oil Prospectors – Drew Lint, Kyle Melnick & Zach Melnick
Boys Who Find Skull – Brody Moggy, Justin Hunter, & Jared Robinson
Mother of Boys Who Find Skull – Denise Moggy
Hunters Who Find Skull – Marc Johnston & Brian Sprack
H.C. Kingston – René Smith
Mrs. Kingston – Amanda Melnick
George Abotossaway – Joe Osawabine
Elderly Sophie Anderson – Georgina Lovelace
Drummer – Nim’Keehas Wemigwans

Voice Overs
• Champlain Voice Over – André Aubin
• Bond Head Voice Over – Thomas Stewart
• Female Voice Overs (other) – Maggie Chartland
• Male Voice Overs (other) – Jeff Teravainen
Ojibwe Translation By the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation
Historical Re-Enactment Boats Courtesy of:
• Birch Bark Canoe (Small) – (Trapper) Bob Atkinson
• Birch Bark Canoe (Large) – Assiginack Museum, Manitoulin Island
• Birch Bark Kayak - Bruce Peninsula National Park & Fathom Five National
Marine Park
• Cedar Strip Canoe – Francine Albrough
• Wooden Double Ended Rowboat – B. Geisler & Sons Ltd.
Special Thanks to Our Shooting Locations:
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Assiginack Museum
Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah
Cup and Saucer Trail
The Fields’
Gordie Odjig’s Cabin on Wikwemikong Bay
John Novak’s Wood Pile
Nickel District Conservation Authority - Lake Laurentian Conservation Area
McGregor’s Bay
Michael’s Bay
Misery Bay Provincial Park
Muskoka Heritage Place - Teri Souter, Sara White, & Ron Gostlin

Archival Materials Provided By
• Alexander McGillivray
• Archives of Ontario
• Assiginack Museum
• Canadian War Museum
• Centennial Museum of Sheguiandah
• Gore Bay Museum & Heritage Centre
• Joyce Sprack
• Jib Turner
• Kagawong Museum
• Library and Archives Canada
• Marion Seabrook
• Net Shed Museum, Meldrum Bay
• Ojibwe Cultural Foundation
• Pioneer Museum – Mindemoya
• W. John McQuarrie
• Wikwemikong Heritage Organization
Paul Kane Reproductions Courtesy of:
The Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas
Reproductions of Paintings by Paul Kane:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sigennok or “The Blackbird”, 1845
o Oil on paper, 10 7/8 x 8 ¼ inches (27.6 x 21.0 cm)
Shawwanossoway or “One with His Face towards the West”. 1845
o Oil and pencil on paper, 12 ¼ x 9 ¾ inches (31.1 x 24.8 cm)
Awbonwaishkum, Ottawa Chief of Manitowaning, 1845
o Oil on paper, 9 13/16 x 7 13/16 inches (24.9 x 19.8 cm)
Captain George Ironsides or “Walk in the Water”, 1845
o Oil on paper, 12 3/8 x 9 3/8 inches (29.5 x 23.8 cm)
Muck-koze or “Young Bear,” 1845
o Oil on paper, 12 3/8 x 9 ¾ inches (31.4 x 24.8 cm)
Asabonish or “The Raccoon,” Ottawa Chief, with His Daughter, 1845
o Oil on paper, 12 ¼ x 9 ¾ inches (31.1 x 24.8 cm)
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•

Coe-coosh or “The Hog”, 1845
o Oil on Paper, 11 5/8 x 9 3/8 inches (29.5 x 23.8 cm)

Special Thanks To:
• Ontario Visual Heritage Project: Manitoulin Island District Steering Committee
Members
• The Ontario Trillium Foundation
• FedNor
• Dave & Suzanne Smith
• Linda Kelly
• Audrey Wemigwans
• The Living History Multimedia Association: Diana Player, Wolf Thomas, George
N. Wells, Bill Darfler, Mike O’Byrne
• Teri Souter, Sara White & Muskoka Heritage Place
• Lenore Keeshig-Tobias, Bruce Peninsula National Park & Fathom Five National
Marine Park
• Alan Corbiere
• Reeve Les Fields & Delmer Fields
• John Novak
• The Canadian War Museum & Pierre Leduc, Acting Manager, Communications
• Peter Russel
• Wolf Thomas & One Feather Arsenault
• (Trapper) Bob Atkinson
• The Melnick Family
• The Drebert Family
• The Lint Family
• All of Our Patient Actors
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Island of Great Spirit Course Guide Resour ces
Print Resources:
Forever on the Fringe: Six Studies in the Development of the Manitoulin Island
(W.R. Wightman)
Manitoulin “The Isle of the Ottawa”, (Ed., F.W. Major and E.W. Davis)
The Manitoulin Incident of 1863: An Indian-White Confrontation (Dr. Douglas
Leighton)
The Sheguindah Site (Dr. Pat Julig)
Through the Years (Manitoulin Expositor articles compiled by the Manitoulin
Genealogy Club)
The History of the Hudson’s Bay Company Post at Little Current (Frank A.
Myers)
Alone in the Night (Andrea Gutsche, Barbara Chisholm, Russell Florien)
The Early Years of Gore Bay (Genealogical Society of Gore Bay)
A Vast and Magnificent Land (Ed., Dr. Matt Bray & C.M. Wallace)
The Wreck of the Asia (Robert Higgins)
Yonder Our Island (J.E. MacDonald)
Manitoulin Rocks (Peter Russell)
Western Wanderings, Pleasure Tour in the Canada’s (William H.G. Kingston)
Nesendaawaa, Breath of Life (Oral Teachings by Elder Philomene George)
Winter Studies and Summer Rambles in Canada (Anna Jamieson)
The Sword Of Mookomaanish (Alan Corbiere)
The Manitoulin Treaty of 1862: Seeking the Native Perspective (Alan Corbiere)

Websites

www.visualhertiage.ca
*Note: All video content from ‘Riches Beyond Our Rocks’ is available from our website
in streaming video:
Ontario Visual Heritage Project. Living History Multimedia Association. January 27,
2009. January 27, 2009. http://www.visualheritage.ca/
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General
Archives of Ontario/Archives publiques de l’Ontario. 2007. Ministry of Government
Services. January 6, 2009. http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/
Search the collections of the Ontario Archives. Many pieces have online, photographic
representations
ArchiviaNet: On-line Research Tool; Film, Video and Sound. August 29, 2007. Library
and Archives Canada. January 6, 2009.
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/archivianet/02011402_e.html
Search the film, video and audio collections of the National Archives. Copies of
materials can be ordered for viewing. Note: the duplication process can be slow.
CBC. CBC. January 26, 2009. http://www.cbc.ca/
Great resource for current information and archived newscasts.
Classroom20. January 26, 2009. http://www.classroom20.com/
Classroom 2.0 is a social network of educators interested in using Web2.0 and
collaborative techniques in the classroom. It has over 7,000 members and is a supportive
community for all things digital.
Cyber Muse; Your Art Education Research Site. 2008. National Gallery of Canada.
January 6, 2009. http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/search/search_e.jsp
Search the archives of the National Gallery of Canada. Many pieces have online,
photographic representations
Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online / Dictionnaire biographique du Canada en
ligne. June 27, 2008. Library and Archives Canada. January 6, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/
A very comprehensive site with profiles on famous Canadians from throughout history
Educational Computing Organization of Ontario. January 26, 2009.
http://www.ecoo.org/index.php
The Educational Computing Organization of Ontario exists to share and disseminate
information and to advocate and promote the effective use of computers and associated
technologies in the education process.
epals. January 26, 2009. http://www.epals.com/
• ePals is a Global Community of collaborative learners, teachers, and academic
experts in 200 countries and territories.
• ePals provides Connections to students, classes, and school districts worldwide
that are safe and secure.
• ePals is the safe and protected solution for linking classes, schools, and school
districts globally via ePals SchoolMail™, ePals SchoolBlog™, and Classroom
Match.
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Google documents. January 26, 2009. www.google.com
• This is a free feature found with Google - more - documents (along toolbar at the
top of the screen)
• Classes or groups can create, edit various types of documents (Excel, Powerpoint,
Word) together or separately and save their work online. Access this work from
anywhere, anytime. Students login with an account. Documents can be shared and
edited simultaneously. Excellent for any subject. Students no longer have the
excuse that they lost their homework.
Images Canada. August 27, 2002. Library and Archives Canada. January 6, 2009.
http://www.imagescanada.ca/
A large database hosted by the National archives. A number of partner organizations
(including various museums and libraries) are searchable from this site.
Learning Interchange. Apple Inc. January 26, 2009. http://edcommunity.apple.com/ali/
• Educator created lessons and activities Rich with movies, images and podcasts
Special collections from content providers
• Meet Others In this unique social network for educators
• Locate colleagues from around the globe
• Find peers across a variety of content areas
• Collaborate Online
• Use new Web 2.0 tools to engage with others
• Create and manage your own custom groups
• Share content, news, polls and conversations
Library and Archives Canada Archives Search. January 6, 2009. Library and Archives
Canada. January 6, 2009. http://searchrecherche.collectionscanada.ca/archives/search.jsp?Language=eng
Search the collections of the Ontario Archives. Many pieces have online, photographic
representations
Internet Archive: Prelinger Archive. The Prelinger Archive. January 7, 2009.
http://www.archive.org/details/prelinger
This archive contains thousands of archival films. Search, watch online, or download
these films and incorporate them into your own media – all media is in the creative
commons.
Manitoulin.ca. January 28, 2009. Manitoulin Expositor. January 30, 2009.
http://www.manitoulin.ca/default.htm
Site contains general information about various island sites and articles from the
Manitoulin Expositor.
National Film Board of Canada. January 26, 2009. http://www3.nfb.ca/e/
Rich resource of documentary films both current and archival footage.
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Reel Learning. Toronto International Film Festival Group. January 26, 2009.
http://reellearning.ca/
Welcome to Reel Learning - The growing success of Sprockets Toronto International
Film Festival for Children has inspired our team to develop a series of film-education
resources for teachers. Reel Learning is an online film-literacy resource for educators.
With live video interviews, interactive webcasts with film-industry experts, e-newsletters
and a wide range of study guides, Reel Learning is a unique resource portal for
educators and those interested in film and media literacy.
SurveyMonkey.com. January 26, 2009. http://www.surveymonkey.com
Free surveys to administer to anyone
The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica Foundation of Canada of Canada. January
10, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCESubjects&Para
ms=A1
A very comprehensive and trustworthy resource on Canadian history.
Toronto Public Library Digital Collections. 2008. Toronto Public Library. January 6,
2009. http://gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/hist/index_e.php
The Toronto Reference Library has a large archive of photographs from all over the
province.
Voyageur Heritage Network: Visit a Museum. 2003. Voyageur Heritage Network.
January 30, 2009. http://www.visitamuseum.com/en/index.asp
Visit a Manitoulin Island Museum to learn more about the stories presented in ‘Island of
Great Spirit.’
Wetpaint. January 26, 2009. http://www.wetpaint.com/
Free web site hosting for a wiki of any description. A wiki is an interactive web site.
Participants login to create pages, add content, participate in discussions etc. The
moderator can track all participants activities. Photos and videos may be added. This is a
great site for any classroom. It is also an ideal way to collaborate with another
classroom.
Chapter 1
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy. 2007. January 30, 2009.
http://www.escarpment.ca/mission.php
The Cup and Saucer falls under the stewardship of this Niagara Escarpment
Conservancy group.
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Gadacz, René R. “Nanabozo.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica Foundation
of Canada of Canada. January 30, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1A
RTA0005592
“Nanabozho.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. January 16, 2009. January 30, 2009.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanabozho
Chapter 2
“Anishinaabe.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. January 4, 2009. January 10, 2009.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anishinaabe
“Anishabek Nation.” The Union of Ontario Indians. January 6, 2009.
http://www.anishinabek.ca/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=90&I
temid=38
A short introduction to the Anishanbek Nation & the Three Fires Confederacy. Contains
Anishinabek and English language text.
Four Directions Teachings. 2007. National Indigenous Literacy Association. January
10, 2009. http://www.fourdirectionsteachings.com/index.html
This is a great interactive, multimedia website with Native traditions and teachings.
Kavanagh, Judy. Building a Birchbark Canoe. 2001. January 30, 2009.
http://jumaka.com/birchbarkcanoe/buildingpage/building.htm
How to build your own birchbark canoe!
Chapter 3
Bastedo, Jamie. “Shield.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica Foundation of
Canada. January 10, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1S
EC828037
More specific info. on the Canadian Shield.
“Geologic Glossary.” USGS; Science for a Changing World. January 1, 2004. US
Department of the Interior. January 26, 2009.
http://geomaps.wr.usgs.gov/parks/misc/glossarya.html
“Quartzite.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. January 21, 2009. January 10, 2009.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quartzite
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Science North/Dynamic Earth. March 23, 2005. January 6, 2009.
http://dynamicearth.ca/index.html
Dynamic Earth is a great site for studying geology.
Fisher, Dan et al. “The Silurian.” US Berkeley Museum of Paleontology. November,
2002. January 30, 2009. http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/silurian/silurian.html
Also contains information on the Ordovician period.
Wheeler, J.O.. “Geological Regions: Canadian Shield.” The Canadian Encyclopedia.
2008. January 10, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1S
EC821208
Geology of the Canadian Shield.
Chapter 4
“History.” Exploration: the Fur Trade and Hudson’s Bay Company. Canadiana.org.
January 26, 2009. : http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/sources/sources_e.html
This site is a great resource for the Fur Trade and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
involvement.
Monet, Jacque. “A Brief History of English Canada Province (from the Introduction to
“Dictionary of Jesuit Biograph”).” Jesuits in English Canada. May 22, 1991.
Jesuits in English Canada. January 10, 2009.
http://www.jesuits.ca/About_us/upper_canada_brief_history.php
History of the Jesuits in English Canada.
Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons. 2000. Huronia Historical Parks. January 10, 2009.
http://www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca/
Site for historic Ste. Marie village and some history.
Trudel, Marcel. “Champlain, Samuel De.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online.
2000. Univesity of Toronto/Université Laval. January 10, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=115&interval=20&&PHPSESSID=80kd0g2di11dmtdojqd6bdqjb
7
Biography of Samuel de Champlain.
Chapter 5
“Aboriginal Peoples – Guide to the Records of the Government of Canada.” Library and
Archives Canada. January 30, 2009.
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/02/0201200109_e.html
Contains a detailed essay on First Nations/Colonial history.
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Hall, Anthony J. “Royal Proclamation of 1763.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008.
Historica Foundation of Canada. January 6, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ART
A0006990
This proclamation established Treaty making provisions between the British and First
Nations peoples and serves a role in the Canadian constitution. Site also includes
territorial map.
“The Great Peace of Montreal.” .” Canada a People’s History. Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. January 26, 2009.
http://history.cbc.ca/history/?MIval=EpContent.html&series_id=1&episode_id=3&ch
apter_id=2&page_id=2&lang=E
Chapter 6
Berton, Pierre. “War of 1812.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica
Foundation of Canada. January 10, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1A
RTA0008442
Canadian War Museum/Musée Canadien de la guerre. Canadian Museum of Civilization
Corporation. January 30, 2009.
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/index_e.aspx?CategoryID=654
See the sword of Mookomanish in person at the Canadian War Musem in Ottawa.
Little, Margo. “Foundation Displays Sword.” Ontario Birchbark. February 2004.
January 30, 2009. http://www.ammsa.com/birchbark/topnews-Feb-2004.html
Article on the sword of Mookomanish.
“The Role of the First Nations.” From Colony to Country: A Reader’s Guide to
Canadian Military History. January 19, 2006. Library and Archives Canada.
January 10, 2009. http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/military/025002-2050e.html
A brief introduction to the role of First Nations peoples during the war of 1812.
“The War of 1812.” Archives of Ontario. July 14, 2008. Queen’s Printer for Ontario.
January 10, 2009.
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/english/exhibits/1812/index.html
Chapter 7
“Andrew Jackson Speaks: Indian Removal.” The eJournal Website. 1994. January 10,
2009. http://www.synaptic.bc.ca/ejournal/jackson.htm
Includes text of the Removal act of 1830 and speeches by Jackson about the act.
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ColdwaterOntario.com. January 30, 2009. http://www.coldwaterontario.com/
Town website.
Millman, T.R. “Anderson, Thomas Gummersall.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography
Online. 2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=4795&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc3
Biography on T.G. Anderson.
Remini, Rovert V. “Andrew Jackson and the Indian Removal Act.” HistoryNet.com.
2001. Weider History Group. January 10, 2009.
http://www.historynet.com/andrew-jackson-and-the-indian-removal-act.htm
Comprehensive article on this policy from American History Magazine.
Wilson, Alan. “Colborne, John.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online. 2000.
University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=4359&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc3
Biography of Sir John Colborne, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada.
Chapter 8
Debassige, Terry. “The Treaties of 1836 and 1862.” Manitoulin Treaties. January 30,
2009. http://www.blacksbay.com/aboriginals/treaty_series_part_1.htm
Article by interview subject Terry Debassige, originally published in the Manitoulin
Expositor.
Surtees, Robert J. “Manitoulin Island Treaties.” Indian and Northern Affairs Canada.
1986. January 30, 2009. http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/hts/tgu/pubs/Mtou/tremtoueng.asp
An academic look (provided by the federal government) at both the Treaty of 1836 and
1862.
“The Treaty of Manitoulin 1836, confirms Indian Title to the ‘Manitoulin Islands’
(Including approximately 23,000 Islands).” January 30, 2009.
http://www.wikwemikong.com/treaty.html
Contents of 1836 treaty.
Wise, S.F. “Head, Sir Francis Bond.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online. 2000.
University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=5035&interval=20&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc
3
Biography on Lieutenant Governor Sir Francis Bond Head.
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Chapter 9
Assiginack Museum Complex. January 30, 2009. http://www.manitoulinisland.com/museums/assiginack_complex.htm
Visit the Assiginack Museum to learn more about the establishment.
Millman, Thomas R. “O’Meara, Frederick Augustus.” Dictionary of Canadian
Biography Online. 2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30,
2009. http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?BioId=39864
Biography of Father O’Meara – translator of the bible into Ojibway.
O’Meara, Frederick. “Shahguhnahshe ahnuhmeahwene muzzeneegun: Ojebwag
anwawaud azheuhnekenootahbeegahdag. [The Book of Common Prayer].”
Google Book Search. January 30, 2009. <http://books.google.com/books> Path:
Search: Frederick O’Meara, Book of Common Prayer, Church of England.
Read O’Meara’s translated text online.
Chapter 10
“Holy Cross Mission.” Roman Catholic Diocese of Sault St. Marie. January 30, 2009.
http://holycross.diocesessm.org/about/history/en
History of Wikwemikong’s famous church.
Wikwemikong.com. November 9, 2007. Wikwemikong Unceeded Indian Reserve.
January 30, 2009. http://www.wikwemikong.com/
Wikwemikong Heritage Organization. 2006. January 30, 2009.
http://www.wikwemikongheritage.org/site/home.html
Chapter 11
“Our History.” Aundeck Omni Kaning. January 30, 2009. http://www.aokfn.com/
AOK First Nation History.
“History.” Exploration: the Fur Trade and Hudson’s Bay Company. Canadiana.org.
January 26, 2009. : http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/sources/sources_e.html
This site is a great resource for the Fur Trade and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
involvement.
“Ontario Treaties.” Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. January 30, 2009.
http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/hts/res/pubs/ont/ont-eng.asp
A PDF created by the federal government on treaties in the province, includes discussion
on Robinson-Huron treaty of 1850.

81

“Robinson-Huron and Robinson-Superior Treaties (1850).” Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada. November 3, 2008. January 6, 2009. http://www.aincinac.gc.ca/al/hts/tgu/trob-eng.asp
Contains treaty text, interpretations, territorial maps, and additional resources.
Chapter 12
Leighton, Douglas. “Ironside, George.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online.
2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=4508&interval=25&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc
3
Ironside biography, includes comments on Manitoulin Incident.
Surtees, Robert J. “Manitoulin Island Treaties.” Indian and Northern Affairs Canada.
1986. January 30, 2009. http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/hts/tgu/pubs/Mtou/tremtoueng.asp
An academic look (provided by the federal government) at both the Treaty of 1836 and
1862.
Zeller, Suzanne. “McDougall, William.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online.
2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=6901&interval=20&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc
3
Biography of William McDougall.
Chapter 13
Leighton, Douglas. “Ironside, George.” Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online.
2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 30, 2009.
http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01e.php?&id_nbr=4508&interval=25&&PHPSESSID=v7olimqrnc8e2ofk3rfq23vtc
3
Ironside biography, includes comments on Manitoulin Incident.
Chapter 14
“Alvar.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. November 18, 2008. January 30, 2009.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvar
Friends of Misery Bay. January 30, 2009. http://www.miserybay.org/

82

Michael’s Bay Historical Society. January 30, 2009. http://michaelsbay.com/home.html
“Misery Bay.” Ontario Parks. February 8, 2008. Queen’s Printer for Ontario. January
30, 2009. http://www.ontarioparks.com/ENGLISH/mise.html
Visit Misery Bay.
Turners of Little Current. January 30, 2009. http://www.turners.ca/
Wynn, Graeme. “Timber Trade History.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica
Foundation of Canada. January 10, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1A
RTA0008014
Chapter 15
Donahue, James. “Duncan and Christy.” True Stories of Ships and the Men that Sailed
Them. James L. Donahue. January 10, 2009.
http://perdurabo10.tripod.com/ships/id138.html
The Wreck of the Asia as detailed by James Donahue, author of 4 books on Great Lakes
shipwrecks.
Gore Bay. January 30, 2009. http://www.gorebay.ca/
Marsh, J. “Griffon.” The Canadian Encyclopedia. 2008. Historica Foundation of
Canada of Canada. January 30, 2009.
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1A
RTA0003458
Find out more about LaSalle’s ship.
Mississagi Lighthouse. Manitoulin Tourism Association. January 30, 2009.
http://www.themississagilighthouse.com/index2.html
“The History of the Turkey Trail.” Norgoma.org. January 30, 2009.
http://www.norgoma.org/history.html
The North Channel. The North Channel Marine Tourism Council. January 30, 2009.
http://thenorthchannel.ca/
A boater’s guide to the North Channel today.
“The Wreck of the Asia; A woman’s Thrilling Story of the Disaster.” The New York
Times. September 22, 1882. January 10, 2009.
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=990CE0D61430E433A25751C2A
96F9C94639FD7CF
The Asia story as covered by the New York times – shows original.
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Wobser, Dave. “Gore Bay (Janet Head) Light.” Lighthouses of the Great Lakes.
January 30, 2009. http://lighthouse.boatnerd.com/gallery/Huron/gorebay.htm
Chapter 16
“AER Little Current – Swing Bridge.” Algoma Eastern Railway. January 30, 2009.
http://www.magma.ca/~morcomp/lcswing.html
Jameson, Anna. Winter Studies and Summer Rambles. Google Book Search. January
10, 2009. <http://books.google.com/books> Path: Search: Winter Studies and
Summer Rambles.
Read Anna’s book online or download as a PDF.
Kingston, William Henry Giles. “Western Wanderings.” January 30, 2009.
<http://books.google.com/books> Path: Search: Western Wanderings, William
Henry Giles Kingston.
Read Kingston’s travel book online.
Thomas, Clara. “Murphy, Anna Brownell (Jameson).” Dictionary of Canadian
Biography Online. 2000. University of Toronto/Université Laval. January 10,
2009. http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=4101
Jameson biography.
Chapter 17
“About Us.” The Owen Sound Transportation Company. January 30, 2009.
http://www.ontarioferries.com/chi/english/about.html
“32. Franklin D. Roosevelt 1933-1945.” The White House. January 30, 2009.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/franklindroosevelt/
Roosevelt Biography.
The M.S. Norgoma. January 30, 2009. http://www.norgoma.org/
Chapter 18
“First Among Equals: The Prime Minister in Life and Politics: The Right Honourable
Lester Bowler Pearson.” January 29, 2002. Library and Archives Canada.
January 30, 2009. http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/primeministers/h4-3350e.html
Includes biography, photos, and other resources.
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“Lester B. Pearson: From Peacemaker to Prime Minister.” CBC Digital Archives. CBC.
January 30, 2009. http://archives.cbc.ca/politics/prime_ministers/topics/1265/
9 TV clips and 6 radio clips on the Prime Minister.
Chapter 19
“Make Plans to Attend our 49th Annual Cultural Festival 2009.” Wikwemikong Heritage
Organization. January 30, 2009.
http://www.wikwemikongheritage.org/pow_wow/welcome/to_wiky.html
Chapter 20
Manitoulin Panthers Minor Hockey Association. January 30, 2009.
http://www.manitoulinpanthers.ca/
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