A De
s
e
r
t
Be
t
we
e
n
Us& The
m

INTRODUCTION
The activities and projects in this guide have been developed to compliment the
themes of the A Desert Between Us & Them documentary series. These ideas
are meant to be an inspiration for teachers and students to become engaged with
the material, exercise their creative instincts, and empower their critical thinking.
You will be able to adapt the activities and projects based on the grade level and
readiness of your students.
The International Society for Technology in Education (http://www.iste.org) sets
out standards for students to “learn effectively and live productively in an
increasingly global and digital world.” These standards, as described in the
following pages, were used to develop the activities and projects in this guide.
The Ontario Visual Heritage Project offers robust resources on the A Desert
Between Us & Them website http://1812.visualheritage.ca.
There is a link to additional A Desert Between Us & Them stories posted on our
YouTube Channel, plus the new APP for the iPad, iPhone and iPod. A Desert
Between Us & Them is one in a series of documentaries produced by the Ontario
Visual Heritage Project about Ontario’s history. Find out more at
www.visualheritage.ca.

HOW TO NAVIGATE THIS GUIDE
In this guide, you will find a complete transcript of each episode of A Desert
Between Us & Them. The transcripts are broken down into chapters, which
correspond with the chapters menus on the DVD. Notable details are highlighted
in orange, which may dovetail with some of the projects and activities that you
have already planned for your course unit.
Activities that compliment the content are identified within the
transcripts by orange squares (such as the one to the right),
which contain the activity’s name, and what page the activity
breakdown can be found on. If you are using a PDF viewer to
read this document, you will be able to click on the orange
circle to jump directly to the activity.

Activity:
Select A
Settlement
PG 39

Activities corresponding to an episode’s content are compiled after the transcript
of that episode. You can use the table of contents to jump directly to the activities
for each episode.
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APPLICABLE COURSES
This guide has been created with a special focus on
History for Grade 7: British North America.
However, the content of both the guide and the documentary series reach into
many other subjects and grades. Please note: some content may be disturbing
for younger viewers. Teachers are encouraged to screen beforehand to select
age-appropriate segments.

Elementary Subjects and Strands in the Curriculum:
Social Studies
- Grade 3: Early Settlements in Upper Canada
- Grade 4: Canada's Provinces, Territories and Regions
- Grade 5: Early Civilizations, Aspects of Citizenship and Government in
Canada
- Grade 6: First Nation Peoples and European Explorers
History
- Grade 7: History of British North America
- Grade 7: Conflict and Change
Geography
- Grade 8: Patterns in Human Geography
- Grade 8: Economic Systems
- Grade 8: Migration

	
  

5	
  

APPLICABLE COURSES
Secondary School Courses:
Native Studies
- Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, Grade 10, Open (NAC2O)
English
- All English Courses Grades 8 - 12 Applied, Workplace and Academic
Courses
Geography
- Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Academic (CGC1D)
- Issues in Canadian Geography, Grade 9, Applied (CGC1P)
- The Americas: Geographic Patterns and Issues, Grade 11,
University/College Preparation (CGD3M)
- Physical Geography: Patterns, Processes, and Interactions, Grade 11,
University/College Preparation (CGF3M)
- Canadian and World Issues: A Geographic Analysis, Grade 12, University
Preparation (CGW4U)
- World Geography: Human Patterns and Interactions, Grade 12, University
Preparation (CGU4U)
Politics
- Civics and Citizenship, Grade 10, Open (CHV2O)
- Canadian Politics and Citizenship, Grade 11, Open (CPC3O)
- Canadian and World Politics, Grade 12, University Preparation (CPW4U)
History
- American History, Grade 11, University Preparation (CHA3U)
- Canada: History, Identity, and Culture, Grade 12, University Preparation
(CHI4U)
- World History: The West and the World, Grade 12, University Preparation
(CHY4U)
- World History: The West and the World, Grade 12, College Preparation
(CHY4C)
- Adventures in World History, Grade 12, Workplace Preparation (CHM4E)
Law
- Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11, University/College Preparation
(CLU3M)
- Understanding Canadian Law, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation (CLU3E)
- Canadian and International Law, Grade 12, University Preparation (CLN4U)
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION

Standards & Performance Indicators
1. Creativity and Innovation
Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and
processes using technology.
a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes
b. Create original works as a means of personal or group expression
c. Use models and simulations to explore complex systems and issues
d. Identify trends and forecast possibilities
2. Communication and Collaboration
Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a
distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.
a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital
environments and media
b. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and
formats
c. Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other cultures
d. Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems
3. Research and Information Fluency
Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.
a. Plan strategies to guide inquiry
b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of
sources and media
c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific
tasks
d. Process data and report results
4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making
Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and
make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.
a. Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation
b. Plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project
c. Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions
d. Use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions
5. Digital Citizenship
Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and
ethical behavior.
a. Advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology
b. Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and
productivity
c. Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning
d. Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship
6. Technology Operations and Concepts
Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations.
a. Understand and use technology systems
b. Select and use applications effectively and productively
c. Troubleshoot systems and applications d. Transfer current knowledge to learning of new
technologies
National Educational Technology Standards for Students, Second Edition, ©2007, ISTE® (International Society for Technology in Education), www.iste.org. All
rights reserved.

	
  

7	
  

ABOUT THE PROJECT
About Us
The Living History Multimedia Association engages communities to help them tell
their stories. Using an inclusive, participatory production model, the LHMA works
with municipalities and non-profits to create high quality educational media for the
classroom, the general public, and educational broadcasters. In operation since
2003, we have worked with more than 150 organizations and municipalities, to
complete 27 hours of programming that have been freely distributed to 5,000
schools and enjoyed by about 5,000 people at free screenings and over a million
people through our broadcast partner TVO. More than 1,300 volunteers have
come together to help bring the stories of their communities to life, participating
as actors, storytellers, advisory committee members, production assistants, and
transcribers.
We fill a hole in the education system, by providing dynamic and entertaining
tools that teachers can use to teach the history of their communities in the
classroom. Our work celebrates historians, First Nations knowledge keepers,
community leaders, and volunteers - helping to give them a voice and inspiring
others to take active roles in their own communities. And because our projects
are large collaborative initiatives, we enhance existing partnerships, and help to
foster the creation of new relationships between organizations and individuals
who wouldn’t normally work together. Ultimately, our projects help to foster a
sense of pride of place for each of the communities we work in.
A Desert Between Us & Them Mobile App
You can take highlights of A Desert Between Us & Them with you on your
iPhone, iPod Touch or iPad. Visit our website, or the Mac App Store to download
the free App.
1812.visualheritage.ca
Look for extra stories that could not fit onto this disc on our website and our
YouTube channel, where they are free to stream. Upcoming TVO screening
dates are available here, and you can connect to our social media feeds - which
feature hundreds of behind-the-scenes photos and videos.
Visit Our Online Store
To order other DVDs and Blu-rays from the Ontario Visual Heritage Project
collection, visit our store at www.visualheritage.ca. Proceeds from DVD sales
help our non-profit initiative create compelling educational media in other parts of
Ontario.
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A DESERT BETWEEN US & THEM
Series Synopsis
A Desert Between Us & Them: Raiders, Traitors, and Refugees in the War of
1812 is a cinematic documentary that explores those stories that make the War
of 1812 a "modern war" by stepping back in time to experience the conflict
through the eyes of the people of Southwestern Ontario, who spent several years
living in a War Zone. Some died in combat, but many more had their homes
destroyed, their livelihoods ruined or their crops stolen. Thousands became
refugees, clinging for survival to the British Army. Some chose to aid the
Americans, and died for their disloyalty at the hands of the British. Others
became insurgents, fighting the American occupiers long after the British army
abandoned them. And still others begrudgingly agreed to uphold an ancient
covenant, and fought against their brothers in the United States. By the time word
of peace finally came in early 1815, almost everyone living in the War’s Western
Theatre was impacted in some way by the conflict - and many had their lives
forever altered.
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A DESERT BETWEEN US & THEM
Part 1: The Refugees
Episode Synopsis
After the loss of Lake Erie to the Americans, the British abandon Upper Canada’s Western
Frontier, and the Moravian Delaware flee to Burlington Heights with thousands of other refugees.
Topics Covered in this Episode:
• Moravian Delaware
o Pacifism & Impressing
• Populations and settlements of Upper
Canada’s Western Frontier in 1812
o The London and Western
Districts
• First Nations in Upper Canada &
Detroit Valley in 1812
o
The Six Nations and the
Anishinabek
o
American Western Expansion
o
Gnadenhutten Massacre
o
Anishinabek Seasonal Round
o
Wampum Belts – the
Covenant Chain and the
George Washington Belt
• American Revolution
o Loyalists
• Beginning of the War of 1812
o Cuyahoga Packet
o Invasion of Canada & Hull’s
Proclamation
• Transport
o Hull’s Trace/Road
o Food shortages
• Militia Composition and Role
• Battles:
o British Capture of Detroit
o Death of Brock
o Battle of Frenchtown
o Battle of Lake Erie/Put-InBay
o Battle of the Thames & Death
of Tecumseh
• British Retreat to Burlington Heights
o Refugees & Refugee Camps
• Women’s Roles
• War burning system

Places Explored in this Episode:
• Upper Canada’s Western Frontier
o London & Western Districts
• Detroit Valley, Detroit Path
• Sandwich/Windsor
• Amherstburg & Fort
Amherstburg/Malden
• Black Swamp & Longwoods
Wilderness
• Thames River &
Fairfield/Moraviantown
• Grand River & the Mohawk Village
• River Canard
• Culver’s Tavern
• Burlington Heights
Important Individuals in this Episode:
• Moravian Delaware
o Brother Denke, Brother
Schnall
• Joseph Brant – Six Nations
• Major General Isaac Brock - British
• General William Hull of the Army of
the Northwest - US
• Tecumseh – First Nations
• Tenskwatawa – First Nations
• Col. Duncan McArthur - US
• Col. Lewis Cass – US
• Col. Henry Procter – British
• John Norton – Six Nations
• President James Madison – US
• General William Henry Harrison – US
• Phoebe McNames and Laura Secord British

Notes for Reading Transcripts
• Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor
• V.O. – Voice Over
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TRANSCRIPT & GUIDE
CHAPTER 1: PROLOGUE AND TITLES
BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
The English attacked the Americans about one and a half miles from here. The
British yielded to superior American forces. General Procter fled with fifteen men.
An hour before nightfall, our town filled up with several thousand Americans. It
was difficult to get about.
At first, our new guests were friendly towards us and promised not to harm us.
We fed as many as we could.
A few hours into the night, we sadly realized that our new guests were beginning
to act contrary to their promises as they treated us more harshly.
They accused us of hiding British soldiers and goods and vehemently pressed us
to reveal their whereabouts. They ransacked all homes and especially the church
and schoolhouse attics. We, as well as the refugees, were then ordered to open
our chests for inspection. We started to worry about our fate.

OPENING TITLES

NARRATOR (V.O.)
It is safe to say that, in the spring of 1812, most of those living on Upper
Canada's Western Frontier have little interest in war. But they will soon be living
in a war zone. Some will die in combat, but many more will have their homes
destroyed, livelihoods ruined or their crops stolen. Thousands will become
refugees, clinging for survival to the British army. Some will choose to aid the
Americans, and die for their disloyalty at the hands of the British. Others will
become insurgents, fighting the American occupiers long after the British army
has abandoned them. And still others will begrudgingly agree to break an ancient
covenant, and fight against their brothers in the United States. Almost everyone
living in the War's western theatre will be impacted in some way by the conflict and many will have their lives forever altered. This is their story.

TITLES: Part 1: The Refugees
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CHAPTER 2: UPPER CANADA’S WESTERN FRONTIER
NARRATOR (V.O.)
In 1812, Upper Canada's Western Frontier is a sparsely settled peninsula,
protruding into the territory of the United States. Although French fur traders and
their descendants have been living amongst their Anishinabek trading partners
near Detroit for at least 100 years, the British have only recently negotiated
treaties with the area’s First Nations, officially opening most of the region to
European Settlement.
But on the eve of War, only about 20,000 people occupy the land between the
western end of Lake Ontario and the Detroit River.
They can mostly be found beside the area's waterways, or along the region's only
real roadway, an old native trail connecting Lake Ontario and Detroit known as
the Detroit Path.
One early village on the Detroit Path is a thriving First Nations community of
about 150 people on the banks of the Thames River, called Fairfield.
It is also known as Moraviantown, because it is inhabited by a
group of German-speaking pacifist missionaries known as
"Moravians," and their Delaware followers. We know a great deal
about Fairfield's experience of the War, because Brothers Denke
and Schnall, the resident missionaries during this period, were
meticulous record keepers. The Moravians made their way to
Upper Canada from Ohio in the 1790s - refugees of another war.

Activity:
Select A
Settlement
PG 39

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
We're talking about the tail end of the American Revolution right? So they were –
and where they were in the Ohio Valley, they were sort of caught between the
British military presence in Detroit, and the American military presence in
Pittsburgh. They were almost equidistant. And so the British suspected them of
spying for the Americans, and I think the Americans probably held the same sort
of ideas. In March of 1782, a small group of American militiamen brutally
slaughtered 96 Moravian Delaware Native women, men, and children.

	
  

12	
  

DARRYL STONEFISH
Historian, Delaware Nation at Moraviantown
The militia firstly said to put their weapons down, they hadn’t come to harm them
in any way. But as soon as they did that, they were all arrested and bound. And
they were all killed by getting hit with a cooper's mallet.

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
And for that reason, and I think it’s a good and sufficient reason, for the Moravian
Delaware to have always being wary and afraid of Americans.
There were seventeen of them left after the massacre and they moved from here
to here to here, always trying to find a safe place and finally they ended up in
Detroit in 1790, and the British authorities then asked them to cross the river and
come onto British territory.

DARRYL STONEFISH
Historian, Delaware Nation at Moraviantown
They told them to go up the Thames River and pick out enough land that would
make up a township.

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The
Diary of the Indian Mission of Fairfield on the Thames
1792-1813
By 1792 these folks have had plenty of experience, you know putting up a settlement.

Activity:
Persecution of
Religious &
Ethnic
Groups
PG 40

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
The Moravian town was an incredible jewel of settlement. It had about 60 homes
or buildings, 180 people. They probably farmed about 1,000 acres of land. And in
fact, before the war they were supplying Detroit with grain, maple sugar, and
maple syrup products.
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DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
The west is really a productive area. It's not a matter of just throwing your seeds
on the ground and watching them magically come up, but the soil is fertile. And
the area is and was prosperous.

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
It was a revolving door in Fairfield because the only way to travel, except for
along that Detroit Trail, was by water. So other local natives on their way to their
hunting grounds, dignitaries, whiskey peddlers, honest traders, white folks
looking for a place to settle along the river - all these people up and down the
river all the time.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The Moravians were often visited by members of another group of First Nations
refugees now living in Upper Canada. In 1784, Joseph Brant and 1,600 members
of the Six Nations who were allied with the British during the American
Revolution, negotiated a large land grant along the Grand River in compensation
for lands lost in the United States.

KEITH JAMIESON
Director, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
The Six Nations were situated along the Grand River for a couple of reasons.
One - it was familiar territory to them. But the main focus for them being along the
Grand River was that they, in effect, created this buffer zone. There was always a
fear after the American Revolution by Colonial officials if you will, and settler
populations that that wasn't necessarily over. They still feared some kind of an
American invasion. They would have had to go right through us in order to get
their way to York. And the Americans, they seemed to have instilled so much fear
in their people about who we were that they aren’t going to confront us with
anything, I mean not unless they outnumbered us significantly.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
From the beginning it was fairly clear that Brant and some of the other Natives
wanted their former comrades in arms and neighbours to settle with them along
the Grand River.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
The true Loyalists had come over in the 1780s because they had no choice to
stay in the Republic. The late Loyalists were a much larger group. They came
later, they came during the 1790s and during the first decade of the 19th Century.
They were looking for places where they could practice their faith, where they
could get cheap land, where they could have low taxes; and Upper Canada
offered all of that.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
The London and Western Districts were made up of mainly American settlers.
Eighty percent were American settlers - former Americans.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of
the War of 1812 in Upper Canada
I don't think most of them cared if there was a King or a
President, most of them were happy to get free land in what is
essentially a paradise.

Activity:
American
Revolution &
Loyalists
PG 40

CHAPTER 3: FIRST SIGNS OF WAR
DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
I think most people who’d settled here probably found themselves prospering and
just wished to be left alone.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
What they didn't bargain on was that they would be caught in the middle of a war.
NARRATOR (V.O.)
On July 5th, 1812, Brother Denke in Fairfield records that he hears the first signs
of war:
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BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
Early in the morning we clearly heard the thunder of cannons from Detroit. This
proved to us that the War had started. Before the sermon, we prayed to our Lord,
beseeching Him not to let anything disrupt this congregation.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
What the Moravians hear is an unauthorized cannonade of Sandwich by the
Michigan Militia in retaliation for the British capture of the Cuyahoga Packet a few
days earlier.
The Brigadier General of the Army of the Northwest, William Hull, had filled the
schooner with medical supplies to ease the burden on his army on its 35-day
march through the Black Swamp to Detroit. By accident, Hull's official plans were
also loaded onto the Packet.
War is declared June 18th, but the news doesn't reach Hull until after the
Cuyahoga Packet has set sail. Her route takes her past the British fort at
Amherstburg, where word of the declaration of War was received the day before.
The Packet's crew, along with Hull's military plans are easily captured by the
British. To add insult to injury, the British Commander instructs the American
bandsmen aboard the Packet to play "God Save the King" on their way into the
British port.

CHAPTER 4: HULL’S INVASION
NARRATOR (V.O.)
After the embarrassing incident with the Cuyahoga Packet, the tide quickly turns
in Hull's favour. On July 12th, Hull invades Sandwich from Detroit, and sets up a
command centre which he calls "Fort Hope" in the house of a prominent
Sandwich businessman.
Hull issues a proclamation:

HULL (V.O.)
The army under my command, has invaded your country, and the Standard of
the Union now waves over the Territory of Canada. To the peaceable
unoffending inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. I come to find
enemies, not to make them. I come to protect, not to injure you.
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DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
In 1812 General Hull crosses over with 2,500 men and he promises not to touch
private property and this for most of the people in Upper Canada is a God-send,
right? This means they’re not going to lose anything and that’s what most of
them are hoping for - that this war is not going to impinge upon their livelihoods.
So, most of the militia simply disappear in both the Western and London Districts.
They don't see any point in getting their head blown off in what looks like is going
to be a pretty overwhelming invasion. But I need to tell you that there’s a
problem with Hull's invasion. You can't bring 2,500 people into a place like
western Upper Canada and then sit down and tell people you’re not going to
steal their food because you're going to starve.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
In light of the poor condition of the roads on both the American and the Canadian
sides, the Longwood's Wilderness being on the Canadian side, the Black Swamp
on the American side, water transport was the crucial vehicle for transportation to
the Detroit River frontier for both the Americans and Canadians. It was cheaper,
faster and safer.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
One of the major problems with the Western District, for the Americans at any
rate, is they do not have control of the lakes. So in 1812, they need to take their
stuff overland.

DANIEL HARRISON
Historian & Maritime Archaeologist
So what we’ve got here is probably the only, really physically
remaining part of a 200-mile long supply line that stretched
from central Ohio to Detroit.
They knew they were in a hurry, so they worked fast - but
they worked well. And the proof of it is right behind me here.
We have logs that are 200 years old that are still doing their
job; they are holding up a modern road behind us here called
Jefferson Avenue.
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They opportunistically took advantage of the shoreline route
the Native Americans had created and had been using it for
many generations. But that did expose it to the British fleet,
which was in command of the waters of Lake Erie,
amphibious forces which could be mobilized from Fort
Malden, and of course any disaffected Native Americans
that were a short few islands away across the river.

Activity:
Water Travel Sea Chanty
PG 41

CHAPTER 5: FIRST NATIONS CONFEDERACY
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Across the river from Hull's vulnerable supply line, several thousand First Nations
Warriors, and their families, are camped near Fort Amherstburg, on Bois Blanc
Island.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
The First Nations people had been struggling against the American expansion
since the American Revolutionary War. Generally they were engaged in a losing
battle because of superior technology and numbers. The Natives realized that
their only chance of succeeding was first in organizing themselves into a united
alliance and secondly to connect to a European power. It was the Shawnee
brothers Tecumseh and his brother Tenskwatawa who organized the tribes into a
united coalition aimed at forcibly halting the American encroachments.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
The idea was that there needed to be an indigenous territory that would be
preserved through all time for future generations. And so by having that as his
centre ideology, Tecumseh was able to represent a vision of unity and supporting
the British.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The First Nations camped on Bois Blanc Island had come from throughout the
Great Lakes and areas further to the west. Many Anishinabek living on Upper
Canada's Western Frontier also support Tecumseh and the British.
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JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
The British had made a promise to the Anishinabek in southwestern Ontario that
they would be able to continue practicing their way of life. So what was
happening at that time is there had been decades of more and more U.S.
settlement moving farther and farther west into the Michigan area and to
southwestern Ontario.
To many, many Native peoples it seemed prudent to support
the British in every way possible to be protected from growing,
growing numbers of U.S. white settlement - which didn't
tolerate the Native practice of using large areas of land for the
seasonal round.

Activity:
TecumsehAn Amazing
Orator
PG 41

CHAPTER 6: HULL’S SUPPLY SHORTAGE
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Hull would spend the rest of his time at Detroit trying to secure the safe passage
of desperately needed supplies from Ohio. With the support of the British,
Tecumseh and his allies are able to thwart every American attempt to re-supply
Detroit using Hull's road.
Hull has more success securing supplies in Upper Canada.
Shortly after their arrival in Sandwich, Hull sends foraging parties into Upper
Canadian territory to look for supplies. One party ends up at the Scottish
settlement of Baldoon, where they are able to secure 900 Merino Sheep that they
quickly bring back to Detroit.
Hull's army is made up primarily of men from the Ohio Militia, and his
commanding officers are two eager Ohio Colonels: Lewis Cass and Duncan
McArthur.
On July 14th, Hull sends McArthur into Upper Canada to pursue a band of Native
warriors up the Thames River. When he is unable to overtake them, McArthur
receives orders to proceed to the Thames settlements to secure provisions.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
McArthur is a classic American character on the frontier. He is not a welleducated man, but he is a very forceful personality, he is a very ambitious man,
and he is going to be very restive under the control of William Hull.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
As a youth, McArthur acted as a scout during the American Revolution in the
campaign against the Natives. An English traveler describes McArthur on a trip
through Ohio:

WILLIAM FAUX (V.O.)
The general looks dirty and butchery-like, and very unlike a soldier in
appearance, seeming half-savage and dressed like a backwoodsman.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The Moravian Delaware at Fairfield, hear of McArthur's advance and fear the
worst:

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
July 16th. We had a lot of anxiety. It was said that the Americans were coming to
destroy our village today. The Indians brought us their personal
belongings for safekeeping and fled into the bush. They built
Activity:
makeshift huts only to be driven out by the insects, which were
Hunger Today
dreadful beyond measure this year. When the news got more
PG 42
frightening they collected their belongings and hid them in the
bush. Meanwhile, we learned that we had nothing to fear this time
as the troops only came as far as McGregor's Mill, where they
took several boat-loads of flour and other provisions.

CHAPTER 7: RIVER CANARD
NARRATOR (V.O.)
The same day that McArthur is raiding the Thames for provisions, Hull sends
Colonel Cass and 280 men to scout the road to Fort Amherstburg in preparation
for an attack. Cass, an opportunistic and energetic 30 year old, was reportedly
the first one off the boat during the invasion of Sandwich. At the River Canard,
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his men become responsible for the first casualty of the War on Canadian soil,
when a British sentry is killed defending the crossing.
Cass is eager to continue on to Fort Amherstburg, but Hull feels that they are
unprepared, and orders him not to advance any further.
Hull prepares a force to attack Fort Amherstburg, but dithers for almost a month
to repair his cannons. When he receives word of a potential Native force coming
from the north, and impending British reinforcements, he decides to abandon
Sandwich and return to Fort Detroit to focus on trying to open his vulnerable
supply line to Ohio.

HULL (V.O.)
The clouds of adversity had been for some time, and seemed still, to be thickly
gathering around me.

CHAPTER 8: BROCK’S TRIP
NARRATOR (V.O.)
One of the reasons for Hull's anxiety is the arrival of Col. Henry Procter, who
takes command of Fort Amherstburg on July 26th, and works quickly to establish
hidden cannon batteries in Sandwich, ready for a bombardment of Fort Detroit. A
career soldier with 31 years experience, Procter is a trusted colleague of the
Commander of Forces in Upper Canada, Isaac Brock. Brock believes in the
military importance of Upper Canada's Western Frontier:

BROCK (V.O.)
Unless Detroit and Michilimackinac be both in our possession immediately at the
commencement of hostilities, not only the district of Amherstburg, but most
probably the whole country as far as Kingston, must be evacuated.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Where Hull dithered, Brock acts swiftly and with determination. Brock concludes
the legislature on August the 5th and heads out on a campaign to re-take Detroit.
He sails to the head of the lake, before marching overland to the Mohawk Village.
At the Mohawk Village, he attempts to secure the loyalty and support of the Six
Nations Confederacy. The issue is delicate, as many of the Six Nations still live in
the United States.
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KEITH JAMIESON
Director, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
We have this pledge with the Crown, the Covenant Chain between us and the
Crown. The problem there was, on the U.S. side those that supported the
revolutionaries in the U.S. also had created an alliance - and now there is a
Covenant Chain basically called the George Washington Belt that established the
same alliance with the American President and the Congress. So when war
comes along, you’ve committed to two now warring factions.

RICHARD HILL
Chair, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
And I think what happened though is that those voices for war
won out, over the objections of the Chiefs and the Clan Mothers,
they didn’t want to fight. But they basically said, ‘follow your
heart.’ And for many of our people here at Grand River that
heart led them back to the Crown, and the Covenant Chain and
that old treaty relationship. Others followed their heart to support
the Americans, and so the community was split into two.

Activity:
Wampum Belts
& Treaties
PG 43

NARRATOR (V.O.)
It is not clear if Brock is able to convince any Six Nations warriors to accompany
him.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Latest scholarship suggests that they would not commit to being involved except for John Norton; who was a Scottish Cherokee who was very prominent
among the Six Nations, and he agreed that he would bring some troops along.
And he headed to the west with his warriors.
Brock meanwhile cuts cross-country again and ends up just south of present day
Simcoe, at Culver's Tavern where the men are gathered. The militia are
gathered to hear him speak.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Brock has instructed the Militia Colonels to muster their troops at this spot, but it's
likely that Brock doesn't know how he'll be received as he begins to address the
crowd.
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DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
In 1812 the militia of Upper Canada amounted to about 13,000 adult males 16 to
60. Once a year in June they would have a militia muster. And they might do a
little parading, they’d checked on the weapons that people were supposed to
have been issued, and if they still had them, and if they could fire them – that sort
of stuff. But the militia itself was not a trained force.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Brock's personality is such that he persuades the men to accompany him and the
legends suggest that he probably had more men than he needed. He leaves the
tavern and goes to Dover, and Brock and his men sail off to the west.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
After a rough journey on Lake Erie, Brock arrives in Amherstburg on August 14th,
and promptly arranges for a meeting with Tecumseh and other Native Chiefs.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
The tribal leaders were very suspicious of British intentions.
Nonetheless, when Tecumseh and Brock met at Amherstburg
they did forge an alliance. That alliance was predicated by the
promise on the part of Brock, that he would recover the lands
that the Natives south of Lake Erie had lost to the Americans.
In return Tecumseh committed the manpower of his Native
Confederacy to fight on the Western Frontier.

Activity:
Call to Militia
& Militia Muster
PG 43 & 44

CHAPTER 9: BOMBARDMENT OF DETROIT
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Unaware of Brock's arrival, Hull sends McArthur, Cass and 350 of his best men
to try, once again, to rendezvous with a supply train coming from Ohio.
On August 15th, Brock sends an ultimatum to Hull - requesting that Hull
surrender, or else he will be unable to control his native forces. After delaying his
response for five hours, Hull answers in the negative.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
Hull had a real terror for Indians, which means that he is about the worst
commander you could have put in a frontier situation. Brock was very shrewd
about parading his Indian warriors in a very conspicuous location and this played
upon Hull's nerves.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
That night the Native allies of the British prepare for battle. A local merchant,
Thomas Vercheres, describes the scene:

THOMAS VERCHERES (V.O.)
It was as if standing at the entrance to hell, with the gates thrown open to let the
damned out for an hour's recreation on earth.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Brock then begins the bombardment of Detroit.
On August 16th, Lydia Bacon, wife of an American Quartermaster, witnesses the
bombardment from inside Fort Detroit:

LYDIA BACON (V.O.)
As soon as Aurora’s beautiful rays adorned the east, the enemy's shot began to
enter the Fort, and as some ladies were making cylinders, and scraping lint for
bandages, a 24 pound shot entered the next door to the one they were in. What a
scene was here presented, such lamentation, and weeping I never heard before,
and I sincerely hope I never shall again.

OBSERVER (V.O.)
Hull's lips were quivering. I do not think it was over twenty minutes after the round
hit the officers' mess when he hoisted the white flag for a parley with General
Brock.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
Hull would be put on trial and would be tried for both cowardice and treason. He
would be convicted of cowardice but not of treason. He would be sentenced to
die, but he would be pardoned by the President of the United States, James
Madison.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
At his trial Hull says, ‘Look, I was out of food and we had all these noncombatants, we had women and children.’ And that's dismissed by most
commentators, but the reality is - it shouldn't be dismissed. Duncan McArthur
was actually not there when the fort fell because he was out looking for food and
all he could find was green pumpkins.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
Two of Hull's Colonels had been on detached duties and returning to Detroit
when they learned of the surrender. One of them refused to surrender his sword
- Colonel Cass broke it into two pieces. His colleague, Colonel MacArthur, would
not be out done - he broke his into three pieces and wept for good measure.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
The Americans are ten times our size, they’ve always been ten times our size. If
the Americans announced tomorrow that they were invading Canada, most
Canadians would react much the same way I think that people did in 1812, they
would go, ‘We’re cooked!’ And then all of a sudden there’s a victory, and it’s a
pretty good victory. So right after the battle, I think in September, October Canadians who were fond of the British government and wanted the British
government to win, must have had a glimmer of hope. For a lot of other people it
may not have been so good, they may have realized that the War was going to
continue.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The British momentum on Upper Canada's Western Frontier is short lived. On
October 13th, their moral is wounded by Brock's death on the Niagara frontier.
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And the Americans, reeling from the loss of the entire Michigan Territory to the
British, commit virtually unlimited resources to the recovery of Michigan and
Detroit.

CHAPTER 10: FRENCHTOWN
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Despite the increase in resources, the Americans are not immediately successful
in their bid to re-take the Michigan Territory. In January of 1813, American
prisoners, many from Kentucky, are transported through Fairfield.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
The American general, Winchester, and twelve officers, who had been captured
during the battle on River Raisin, came through on their way from Amherstburg to
Fort George, and stayed the night. They attended the evening congregation hour,
which was repeated in English for their sake. In the days that followed, 450
ordinary soldiers were brought through here as prisoners of war. It was a sad
sight. Our sisters bound their wounds and gave them advice on how to look after
them.
As he took our leave in the morning, the General said he hoped some day to
have the opportunity to repay the kindness he was shown here.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The Kentuckian prisoners from the Battle of Frenchtown who are being cared for
by the Moravians, are the lucky ones. A tragedy has recently befallen many of
their comrades.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
In the winter of 1813, General James Winchester engages in this very reckless
advance far beyond support troops, putting his army in control of Frenchtown, but
leaving it very vulnerable to a counter attack by Procter, the British commander.
And this counter attack will consist of mostly Indian warriors, and Procter cannot
control these warriors. And these warriors hate Kentuckians, and they have their
reasons, because of how brutally the Kentuckians and Indians have treated one
another in combat over many years. So when Winchester surrenders his force
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the British do their best to try to protect these men and they’re able to hustle the
able bodied prisoners off the scene, off to Amherstburg. But those who are too
crippled by their wounds to move are kept in farmhouses in Frenchtown with a
very small militia guard.
And the Indians intimidate this militia guard into running away. And then the
Indians will proceed to break into these farmhouses and will kill these wounded
prisoners. The United States government will play up this episode as the greatest
atrocity of the war. And the Americans would also use the rallying cry of
‘Remember the Raisin’ as something to recruit men and to try to motivate them in
battle to seek revenge against the British and their Indian allies.

CHAPTER 11: PROCTER GETS CRUMBS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Despite Procter's victories, as 1813 wears on, the British hold on Upper Canada's
Western Frontier becomes untenable as supplies of all kinds become
increasingly difficult to acquire.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
British military strategy is that job number one is to preserve the fortress city of
Quebec because that’s their supply line and their reinforcement line to Europe.
And then the question is well where’s the next largest cluster going to be? Well
it’s going to be at Montreal and points along the Richelieu River, which is a
potential invasion route for the Americans.
Kingston is the principle British naval base on Lake Ontario. That has to be
defended.
The next thing you’ve got to defend is your capital, which is York, now Toronto.
And you have to defend the Niagara peninsula. What’s lowest in priority and
farthest away and hardest to supply? It’s your Western Frontier. So the
commander there gets crumbs.
Procter will experience a great difficulty feeding his troops
during the winter of 1812 to 1813, but it will get much worse
during the summer of 1813 when the Americans will complete
their fleet, which they put onto Lake Erie. And they have more
ships with more cannons, and they are then able to control
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whatever is moving along Lake Erie. So, suddenly Procter and his men at
Amherstburg and Detroit are cut off from their provisions and they can’t get
enough food from their local farms, so what are they going to do? Procter's
desperate and it is because he's desperate that he orders his naval commander,
Lt. Barclay to lead his ships out to attack Perry's American flotilla, even though
that American flotilla was significantly stronger.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
On September 10th, the British fleet engage the Americans at Put-In-Bay.

DEBRA HONOR
Historian & Genealogist - Amherstburg, Ontario
Catherine Reynolds was living in Amherstburg at the time and she said later on in
life that she had heard the battle going on. You could hear all of the rumbling and
it was like thunder out on the lake. And the hardest part was when there was no
sound any more.

CHAPTER 12: THE AMHERSTBURG EXODUS
SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
In the Battle of Lake Erie the entire British squadron had been captured by the
American fleet. This naval defeat left British positions on land disadvantaged,
strategically, tactically and logistically. From a Military point of view, this left
Procter with only one option and that is to retreat.

ROBERT HONOR
Historian - Amherstburg, Ontario
Basically when they pulled out they didn’t want to have anything left here for the
Americans to use when the Americans came in. So the fort was burned,
government buildings were burned in Sandwich as well, and installations that had
been contracted by the government were destroyed.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
Eventually Procter managed to convince Tecumseh to retreat, but only one third
of the assembled warriors on the Detroit frontier actually crossed the Detroit
River to join the retreat up the Thames.
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This was more than a tactical retreat it was a small migration.

ROBERT HONOR
Historian - Amherstburg, Ontario
If you lived here, and you had been working with the British government, or
simply if you were a man between 16 and 60 years old who were eligible to be in
the Militia, you could be taken prisoner. So, with the evacuation you also had the
evacuation of families.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The retreat is a logistical nightmare for the British. To support the army, they
impress several of the pacifist communities living in Upper Canada into providing
wagons, horses and drivers.

JOHNATHAN SEILING
Chair, 1812 Bicentennial Peace Committee
Mennonites had been given exemption from military duty but often at the cost of
either an exemption fee or the requirement that they would do noncombatant
service. In the Waterloo settlement, the Mennonites and a couple Tunkers as
well, were involved in a large collective transport operation in anticipation of the
retreat of Procter's army.

DAVID BENSON
Director, Chatham-Kent Museum
We see pictures today of conflicts in different parts of the world and we see these
roads clogged with refugees, trying to escape with all of their worldly
possessions. Basically in 1813 it was the same scene along the Thames River,
because you had the British troops and some of them had family in Amherstburg
- they were trying to bring a lot of their possessions. You had the First Nations
families and you also had an awful lot of the settlers who were trying to flee. And
that’s what really slowed the retreat down incredibly because you had livestock,
you had carts and they were trying to traverse really rudimentary lanes, paths
really that were very muddy and rough. The carts were breaking down, things
were being abandoned on the roadside. I mean, altogether there were thousands
of people involved in this retreat.

	
  

29	
  

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The retreat occurs in stages over several days, beginning shortly after the Battle
of Lake Erie. On September 27th, General Procter himself begins to retreat up
the Thames, and on September 29th, his family arrives at Fairfield.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
In the afternoon, Gen. Procter's wife arrived with her family. Mrs. Procter insisted
on having Br. Denke's house for her interim quarters. They will stay here for the
moment. Because of the demolition of Fort Amherstburg and the evacuation of
English troops from both Amherstburg and Detroit, we started to worry about our
fate.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Meanwhile, the same day that Procter begins his retreat, an
army of about 5,000 Americans, the majority of whom are
Kentucky Militia, arrive below Amherstburg. They are led by
General William Henry Harrison.

Activity:
Refugees
PG 45

CHAPTER 13: LADIES OF AMHERSTBURG
DEBRA HONOR
Historian & Genealogist - Amherstburg, Ontario
There is a story in Amherstburg where they say that since all the men left,
because they would have been taken as prisoners of war, the only ones left
behind were the women. The ones who couldn’t afford to leave.
And they dressed up in their best Sunday outfits. And they walked down and met
General Harrison's army. And the women said, ‘Please - our town is deserted.
All of the men have left. The British have left us. We have nothing left. Could
you please just spare our buildings and not destroy them.’ And General Harrison
was a very nice gentleman and he allowed them to keep their town.
The other thing that has been said over the years, is that because of the fur
trade, the people who were living on the American side were business partners
with the British side. And that it may not have been the story of the women, but it
may have been more like: ‘Hey you can't burn my partner’s building over here in
Amherstburg, or in Sandwich… we need those buildings when the War’s over.’
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
On October 1st, General Harrison and 3,500 men begin to pursue Procter. A
quick frost means they are able to move much faster than Procter's force,
traveling 25 miles in the first day.
Harrison's army includes Lewis Cass, and Duncan McArthur, both of whom have
been promoted to the rank of Brigadier General. McArthur is left to garrison Fort
Detroit in case of native attack, but in reality, there’s little to fear. Lack of supplies
have left many of those who did not follow Tecumseh up the Thames in a sad
state:

NATIVE ELDER (V.O.)
Father, we are unarmed. Our women and children are perishing. If you do take
us by the hand, we are willing to take up the tomahawk against any power, either
red or white, which you may direct.

CHAPTER 14: PROCTER PREPARES FOR BATTLE
NARRATOR (V.O.)
After deliberating with his engineers, Procter concludes that the best place to
make a stand against Harrison, is the pacifist Moravian Delaware Community of
Fairfield.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
On the evening of the second, our church and schoolhouse were turned into a
field hospital. The situation for our congregation became very dangerous. The
enemy drew nearer and we worried about our frightened Indians.
Together we thought about what we should do as we assumed nothing less than
the dissolution and flight of this congregation. However, we wanted to stay until
circumstances forced us to act.

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
They knew that the situation was not good and they also knew that they were
exposed as it were, being on this major waterway, and that if there was any
military action that it would come to them.
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BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
On the 3rd, our homes and the houses of our Indians were full of soldiers and
other refugees and we hurriedly packed our things.
General Procter and two engineers came to look at our town and decided that a
strong defensive fort will be built on the rise at its eastern end. He made it his
responsibility to help us evacuate and to find us an interim place to live. He also
promised to look after this place since he had chosen it as an encampment and
to pay us for everything we leave behind.
October 4th. Today the confusion increased. The enemy is strongly advancing
and scores of refugees arrived. It was decided that our time here was over. Even
before this decision was made, a number of our Indian brethren had gone
upstream on hearing that the Americans were approaching. The rest followed in
the next two days.
October 5th. Gen. Procter went back to his army, which was close to our town.
Two cannons were positioned in our town. Since everyone knew that the
Americans strongly outnumbered the English, it was assumed that the English
General would capitulate. Instead he prepared for battle.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The Battle of the Thames is over in about 45 minutes. Procter is able to escape,
although most of his troops are captured and sent to Kentucky. The Native
warriors stage a stiff resistance and inflict most of the American casualties, but
Tecumseh is killed in the melee.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
Tecumseh was able to represent a vision of unity and
supporting the British. But that vision lived outside of him as
well, it had come before Tecumseh and it persisted after
Tecumseh fell.

Activity:
Battle ReEnactment
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CHAPTER 15: THE BURNING OF FAIRFIELD
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SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
Tecumseh at one point of the retreat said, ‘There is no place for us.’ Nowhere
was this signified more clearly than in the fate of the Moravian Indians at
Fairfield.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
A thousand American soldiers descend on this little settlement of Fairfield.

DAVID BENSON
Director, Chatham-Kent Museum
And initially their relationship was fairly cordial - the Moravians fed the
Americans, billeted the American officers. But then what happened was that they
found information that Procter had left there, leading the Americans to believe
that Fairfield was a garrison post. And to be fair to the Americans, that was the
intention that Procter had - was to acquire this and that it would be available as a
garrison if they were able to repulse the Americans. So at that point they decided
to plunder the village.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
October 6th. Today was a difficult and pressing day for us. The pillaging,
especially for food, began early in the next morning. We had to relinquish our last
bite of bread.
While the pillaging was going on, Gen. Harrison and several officers came into
town. At first we were comforted since we believed we would see justice done.
Br. Schnall immediately went to him and asked him to protect us from the wild
mob and to reimburse us for the goods that were stolen from us. He answered
curtly: ‘You can move out, but you will not be compensated.’
All day long, we had to listen to jeering insults. We had to listen to the atrocities
Indian warriors had inflicted upon American soldiers. It seemed as though they
wanted to blame us for them!
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DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
The Natives thought better and they were long gone, sort of hiding in the bush.
Some of the Americans actually go looking for them, but they don't find them.

JOHN M. TROWBRIDGE
Command Historian, the Kentucky National Guard
Those Kentuckians, when they saw those Indians, I mean the blood ran hot, you
know. They were out to get that revenge. That's all it boiled down to.

DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
It behooves us to point out that Commodore Perry who commandeers the
American fleet on Lake Erie and also General Cass, both these gentlemen saw
to it that the Moravian Missionaries came to no harm, no personal harm.
Harrison, as far as Harrison was concerned he did not harm them either but he
was less congenial let's say...

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
Towards noon, Gen. Harrison said in his curt manner: ‘See to it that you get out
of town.’ We heard that the town was to be burnt to the ground. We made haste
to leave, soon after we left we got word that Fairfield was burned. Nothing was
left standing.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
So that was the first instance of the American burning system, which then
became a fairly common occurrence in the province.

CHAPTER 16: A MESSY RETREAT
NARRATOR (V.O.)
With the defeat at Moraviantown, the British lose control of most of Upper
Canada's Western Frontier. Many residents are forced to flee east along the
Detroit Path.
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The confusion of the retreat is described by Captain Robert McAfee:

ROBERT MCAFEE (V.O.)
With orders to pursue General Procter, I continued for six or seven miles on the
road beyond the town which was full of wagons, coats, caps, valises, knapsacks
and clothes all thrown off and lying in confusion. The women and children were in
every wagon. I directed each man to take a woman behind him and a child before
and bring them back to town....

JOHNATHAN SEILING
Chair, 1812 Bicentennial Peace Committee
These Mennonites and Tunkers that were involved in the retreat, they were told
that they should just flee for their lives. And from sources, it appears that they
left at least 14 wagons behind.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The dramatic events surrounding the retreat inspire a great deal of local lore.
One story involves a young heroine, coming to the rescue near present day
London.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Phoebe McNames was her name. She was supposedly
handing out ammunition to the troops, and water to the troops
who were guarding the wagonloads of wounded British soldiers
at the top of the hill, and held off a Kentuckian attack. Well that
didn’t happen. The Kentuckians from the Battle of the Thames
never got past Wardsville. They ended up retreating back to
Detroit. It became popular in the 1870's as a story, but at the
same time this was the same time that Laura Secord was
becoming famous, and London wanted a heroine.

Activity:
Heroes &
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
For the Moravian missionaries and their Delaware followers, the drama of the
retreat is very real.
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DARRYL STONEFISH
Historian, Delaware Nation at Moraviantown
Our people were devastated. They had nothing to eat, all their farm animals were
gone, the Americans butchered them and fed the soldiers. They ate up all the
grain and anything that they could find.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
October 9th. The road is indescribably bad.
We spent four nights in the bush. Once it rained and snowed heavily and, having
no fire, we got soaked. On this journey we were also robbed by a band of
Kikapoos and Shawnee Indians.
This dispersal has torn families apart. Some children are without parents, married
people are separated and old widows deserted. Oh how great our joy in Oxford,
to see our greatest part of our congregation rejoin us.
October 26th. We arrived in Ancaster where we met the first caravan of our
refugee brethren. From there, we sent to Dundas where we had sent our Indians.

CHAPTER 17: BURLINGTON HEIGHTS
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
After the Battle of the Thames, the military garrison at Burlington Heights was
overflowing with refugees.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
That was the bastion of the British army, it was there. So if you want protection,
you went right to Burlington Heights.
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
There were as many as 7,000 people here.
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GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
That’s the only hope if you wanted to be a British – pro-British, that's where it
was.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
Many of the Anishnabek people and other people from the western theatre did
move to Burlington for the final years of the war. They weren't necessarily
refugees. Those warriors and those families there continued to see the
importance of fighting alongside of the British when it came to stopping the tide of
American settlement, even after Tecumseh fell. So they really did move there
because they saw the War as an important cause.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Fearing American attack, many of the Six Nations living on the Grand River, have
also temporarily relocated to the Head of Lake Ontario.

RICHARD HILL
Chair, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
Burlington Heights was the British stronghold, and Joseph Brant had his mansion
at Burlington, not too far from where this encampment was. Even though Brant
had passed away his wife was still living there. So they actually considered that
part of their home. Joseph Brant's widow wrote about, she woke up one day and
opened her curtains and saw all her relatives and people from the community
there. She had to act and had to help feed them. So it’s hard to say they’re
refugees fleeing their homeland because this is all part of our homeland. But
think of it more as they were seeking sanctuary at that stronghold, and basically
saying, ‘You promised to protect us, if needed, you promised to supply us and
feed us. So now, here we are.’

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The garrison at Burlington Heights had only been established a few months
earlier, on the property of a prominent local businessman, Richard Beasley.
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DAVID BEASLEY
Descendant of Richard Beasley
General Vincent commandeered Richard Beasley's home, which was on
Burlington Heights, and used it as H.Q. for the whole area. You can see that he
was unhappy about it because after the War he made claims for the damages
done to his property.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
You’ve got thousands of soldiers and Native warriors, and they’re eating and
plundering and burning. In his case he lost pretty much everything and at the end
of the War he was pretty much ruined.
What happens in 1813, in the summer of 1813, is the Americans attack at York in
April, and then they roll over the Niagara region in May and June. You’ve got the
Americans coming from the Windsor/Detroit area - pushing up here, and so the
British could’ve finished off and just rolled out of the province, they might have
gone all the way to Kingston. Had they done that, Upper Canada would likely
have been lost. But they don’t, they don't even go to York. Instead they park
themselves here, and there’s a reason for that: strategically it’s a great area. The
British could watch American forces coming from the Windsor/Detroit region, they
could get them there. They could launch attacks, as they eventually did at Stoney
Creek, to push the Americans back. And they could get supplies via the lake.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
By the time the snow starts to settle upon Burlington Heights,
the focus of the War has shifted away from Upper Canada's
Western Frontier. The British presence in the region amounts
to a few scattered outposts, and Harrison's army has
withdrawn, leaving about 1,000 men under the command of
General Cass, the new civil and military Governor of not only
the Michigan Territory, but also the Western District of Upper
Canada. There was nothing to stop those unsatisfied with
British rule, from providing support to the Americans, or from
coming out in open rebellion against their loyal neighbours.

Activity:
Refuge
PG 46

CREDITS ROLL
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ACTIVITIES FOR PART 1
Select a Settlement
Context: Page 12, Chapter 2: Upper Canada’s Western Frontier
In groups, select a First Nations group or settlement that was present in 1812 to
research. Create a brochure for your settlement to encourage new settlers. The
brochure should include information on when the settlement was founded, which
ethnic or First Nations groups are prominent within the settlement, what kinds of
economic activities are important to the settlement, population of the settlement
(if available), and both the original and modern names of the settlement.
It’s important to point out that historically, First Nations peoples didn’t necessarily
live in fixed settlements. The Anishinabek of the Western end of Southern
Ontario moved within a territory according to the seasonal round. However, the
Iroquoian Six Nations peoples lived in large settlements of many Long Houses.
Students assigned a First Nation are encouraged to research the territory of their
selected Nation and the composition of their communities before and during the
War of 1812.
One group may be assigned to create a bulletin board-sized map of Southern
Ontario, to which the groups’ brochures will be attached to give the class a better
idea of the Southern Ontario landscape during the War of 1812. Modern day
cities and towns (especially those local to your class), may be added for further
reference. Some settlements and First Nations might include:
a) Your own Community and other nearby communities
b) Dover Mills/Port Dover
c) The Long Point Settlement
d) Amherstburg
e) Sandwich/Windsor
f) Newark/Niagara On The Lake
g) York/Toronto
h) Burlington Heights
i) Six Nations & The Mohawk Village
j) The Anishinabek: The Odawa, Ojibwe, Potawatomi
k) Port Talbot
l) Fairfield
m) Detroit
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Persecution of Ethnic and Religious Groups
Context: Page 13, Chapter 2: Upper Canada’s Western Frontier
Why should the rights of individuals to practice a religion or follow beliefs of their
choosing be protected? Consider how a country’s constitution protects the rights
of its citizens. There are institutions that exist today to protect individuals’ rights in
Canada and on the world stage. Research another historical example, or a
modern day instance of persecution of a specific religious or ethnic group in any
country and determine if there were any safeguards in place to deter this kind of
persecution.
a) Write a series of headlines that would appear in a newspaper about the
event.
b) Create a photo-journal blog entry detailing the event.
c) Produce an “on the spot” report about the event that will be broadcast over
various media outlets.
d) Put yourself into the shoes of one of the persecuted individuals. With your
computer camera, “role-play” and talk about how this persecution has
affected your life and what should be done about it.

The American Revolution & Loyalists
Context: Page 15, Chapter 2: Upper Canada’s Western Frontier
Imagine you are living in the US during the American Revolution.
a) Write a letter to a relative in Europe explaining why you have chosen to
either stay in the US, or move to Upper Canada. What reasons do you
have for leaving? What reasons for staying? Why would Upper Canada
be a good choice for loyalists fleeing the American Revolution?
b) Imagine you are a member of the Six Nations who is moving from the
Finger Lakes of New York State to the Grand River in Upper Canada
(Ontario). The Haudenosaunee have a strong oral culture; students will
write a monologue to be performed for the class, detailing their thoughts
and feelings. How do you think the First Nations who allied with the British
during the American Revolution would’ve been treated following the
conflict? First Nations peoples have a deep connection with the land and
their territory – what might it have felt like to leave your ancestral home?
Put yourself in their shoes, how would you feel if you had to leave your
home today?

Transit Then and Now - How Far is It?
Context: Page 17, Chapter 4: Hull’s Invasion
Today we have automobiles, trains, and even airplanes to get around. We also
have telephones, e-mail, and the internet to share information. In 1812,
transportation options for settlers were limited to walking, horses, or boats – and
all information had to travel in the same way.
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a) Play a game of “Telephone” with the class to understand how information
that had to travel in this way could be lost, changed, or delayed.
b) To begin to understand how long it would’ve taken settlers and soldiers to
move around Upper Canada, using Google Maps, calculate how long it
would take you to travel both by car and on foot from your home or school
to:
i. York (Toronto)
ii. Detroit
iii. Frenchtown
iv. Niagara-On-The-Lake
v. Other destinations of your choosing
Create a graph comparing the minutes in travel time for both driving and
walking to these destinations.

Water Travel - Sea Chanty
Context: Page 18, Chapter 4: Hull’s Invasion
As a class, create a list of pros and cons for water versus road transport in the
1800s. In spite of the benefits of water transit, it could still be quite dangerous.
Many a song has been sung about the difficulties of maritime travel.
a) Create your own sea chanty about Lake Erie – it could be about an
historical event (i.e. Brock’s Journey from Dover Mills to Amherstburg) or a
maritime event in their own lives.
b) Produce a music video for your chanty, or make an audio track using
musical instruments from Garage Band to accompany them, perform the
piece in front of the class, or simply hand their piece in as a poem. Many
chanties are ‘call and response’ – a fun activity for the whole class to
participate in. Alternative spelling: sea shanty
i. Resource: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_shanty
• Contains audio samples

Tecumseh – An Amazing Orator
Context: Page 19, Chapter 5: First Nations Confederacy
Tecumseh was known for being a great orator. A skill that is important to all
leaders, past and present – but especially within First Nations cultures that are
centered around oral history.
a) Write a speech to rally your class behind a cause that is important to you.
Students will present their speeches to the class.
b) Select a character from the War of 1812. After researching your historical
figure:
i) Make an oral presentation as your character. Dress up in clothing
similar to what your character would’ve worn.
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ii) Have a class party, or “reception,” where the historical figures get to
know one another. Students are encouraged to dress as their historical
figure. Students must write down three facts from at least three of the
characters they meet.

Activity – Hunger Today
Context: Page 20, Chapter 6: Hull’s Supply Shortage
One of the biggest problems faced by both American and British forces operating
on the Western Frontier was food shortages. How would a lack of food affect the
performance of the armies? Does hunger still affect communities in
Southwestern Ontario today? How would hunger affect students in their ability to
learn? Food insecurity is defined as “the inability to gain access to food on a
regular basis.” What can your class do to help?
a) Contact your local food bank and find out what they are in need of. Start a
food drive in your class (with emphasis on your local food bank’s required
items).
i. Organize a marketing campaign for the food drive, including: a
simple logo or symbol for the food drive, posters that show the logo
and illustrates the urgency and importance of the food drive.
ii. Class/small group brainstorming by mind-mapping (also called
radiant thinking). By starting with the word “food bank” in the
middle, plot associated concepts or categories, synonyms,
antonyms, related compound words, clichés, etc., with a web of
branches. Once you have the mind map created, you can think
about what the dominant themes are, then try your hand at making
pictures that represent these themes. This can be an individual or
small group activity. The class would then decide which
picture/symbol/logo best illustrates the food drive.Examples of
logos can be found with a Google search, including the ones
created for the summer 2014 Olympic games.
b) Have a competition between classes in your school to collect food to
donate to a food bank in your area. Students are also encouraged to
volunteer at your local food bank.
c) Does your school have a cafeteria? Arrange a tour of the kitchen with
cafeteria staff so students can see how much food and effort is required to
feed large numbers of people. In pairs or groups, volunteer in the kitchen
during a lunch hour to experience what food preparation takes.
d) Does your school have a breakfast or lunch program? Volunteer with the
program and find out what it takes to feed large numbers of people.
e) The World Food Programme has many Food and Hunger related activities
on their website: http://www.wfp.org/students-and-teachers/classroomactivities.
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Wampum Belts & Treaties
Context: Page 22, Chapter 8: Brock’s Trip
To First Nations, the Wampum belt is a spiritual item, the sign of a covenant that
has been made sacred by the presence of the creator at its conception. Many
cultures use symbolic items to signify that a contract has been made – take the
engagement ring or the wedding band as examples.
a) Think about the cultural symbols in your life. If you attend a church, are
there items that signify a religious contract between man and God? Your
parents would have a number of items that signify a contract has been
made. Find out how many contracts they have to honour and what they
have in their possession that proves the contract exists. Have you
received/given any item or object that signifies a promise made? You can
make a scrapbook of photos of these items with a description for each, or
simply write up your findings in a report.
b) Discussion: What does Wampum mean to First Nations people? Discuss
the spiritual aspect of treaty making for Native people. How do Wampum
belts compare to modern day contracts?
c) King George III’s Royal Proclamation of 1763 details the process by which
treaty negotiations between the Crown and First Nations peoples should
take place. Research a First Nations Treaty or land claim that is of interest
to you, or a treaty that covers the territory in which you live. Were the
processes outlined in the Royal Proclamation followed for this treaty?
Write an editorial regarding the treaty/land claim and the issues
surrounding it.

Call to Militia
Context: Page 23, Chapter 8: Brock’s Trip
In the War of 1812, the Militia were needed to augment British regular soldiers,
who were in short supply due to the Napoleonic Wars and the needs of Lower
Canada. However, there was a great deal of pressure on the food supply and
farmers were needed at home to plant and harvest crops, so it was often difficult
to encourage men to come out.
a) Create a newspaper advertisement calling out average farmers and local
men to fall in for the militia muster. Advertisements should include at least
three reasons that the men should participate. If Ontario were under attack
today, would you sign up to help defend it? What will you use to entice
these men to go and fight for their country?
i. Additional considerations and options: How would their families fare
at home without them? Record a chat that could have occurred
between two children whose fathers have left to join the militia.
b) What was the role of the female settler before, then after their men left for
militia duty? Produce a skit where two female teenagers are talking about
how radically their life has changed since their father left for war. Perhaps
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they like their added responsibilities, but perhaps not. Or, you can have
the conversation between two women who were left behind and they have
to do all of their spouse’s work, plus look after the house and kids.

Militia Muster with Local Re-Enactors
Context: Page 23, Chapter 8: Brock’s Trip
There are many individuals and groups in Ontario who re-enact personalities and
units from the War of 1812. These folks are often keen to come to schools and
share their knowledge in character and in period appropriate costume. Many
groups already have educational activities developed.
Invite re-enactors local to your area to direct a “militia muster” of your class.
They can instruct the students in militia drills and discuss the role of the militia.
You can find these groups by googling “1812 Re-enactors Ontario.”

Food in 1812
Context: Page 27, Chapter 11: Procter Gets Crumbs
Your local museum, as well as re-enactors and re-enactment groups are great
resources for learning about the kinds of foods available to and prepared by
settlers in the 1812 era. The way settlers thought about food in this period was
very different from how we think about food now, i.e. settlers didn’t eat anything
that wasn’t cooked (so no one would’ve just bitten into a raw apple). Further,
fresh fruits and vegetables were not readily available year round (as they are
today), so food availability was linked directly with the seasons. This especially
held true to First Nations cultures, some of whom would move with the seasons.
Today, many First Nations continue to harvest traditional foods, and often have
educational programs or Elders who can share this knowledge.
a) Create a recipe page based on a period appropriate recipe from 1812.
Using only ingredients that would have been available back then, either remake your favourite recipe, create a new recipe, or research one from the
1800s. Make sure that you include which season this recipe is made for.
i. Together, the class can compile a recipe book, organized by
season or post the new recipes on a website designed to look like
an old fashioned book.
b) Period Potluck Feast. Research an1812 recipe. Try and make it as close
to the original as possible. Bring in your 1812 dish and share with your
class.
i. Create the menu by assigning meal categories to ensure a wide
variety of foods – such as appetizer, dessert, bread, main.
ii. What did they eat with? Augment the feast by creating posters
about what types of pottery, tableware, china and glassware were
used.
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iii. You can even dress up in period costume.
c) Traditionally, the Anishinabek would relocate during the year, according to
the seasons and the availability of food and resources. The cycles of the
moon would help the Anishinabek to know when various foods and
resources would be available. Research the cycles of the moon and how
they correlate with the various seasons.
i. Create a food calendar with illustrations of the different moons.
Document the indigenous foods and resources that would be
available during each of the cycles/seasons.

Refugees
Context: Page 30, Chapter 12: The Amherstburg Exodus
Today on television and the internet, students may see footage of refugees in
countries far from our own. However, during the War of 1812, most of the
population of Southern Ontario became refugees. As defined in the UN’s 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, a refugee is a person who has left
his or her country and cannot return because of a well-founded fear of being
persecuted due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a
particular social group.
The UN Refugee Agency has developed a teachers guide dedicated to
discussing Refugees with your class that can be found at the site below. There
are some excellent ideas for classroom activities that will help students
understand what it really feels like to be a refuge:
http://www.unhcr.ca/documents/teachersguide-e.pdf
a) Research a present day conflict in the world. How is the situation of
refugees similar or different compared to what refugees in the War of 1812
faced? What items are refugees in need of today compared with 200 years
ago? Create a table comparing the two conflicts and their humanitarian
needs.
b) Are there particular agencies that swing into action when a crisis occurs?
What does Canada have to offer when these crisis arise? What kind of
help does Canada offer for refugees?
These activities may also be done as a class, with the teacher pre-selecting a
present day conflict to examine together, and the table of comparisons being
written on the blackboard or SMART board, or recorded on line in Google Docs.
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Battle Re-Enactment
Context: Page 32, Chapter 14: Procter Prepares for Battle
a) Re-enact a battle from the War of 1812 – using the fighting styles of the
various groups involved. This can become a school wide event (similar to
actual War of 1812 re-enactments), and include ‘retailers,’ food and crafts,
and all of the important 1812 characters (i.e. Tecumseh, Brock). This
would be a good time to contact some local re-enactors to help produce
your battle scenes. Some battles to consider re-enacting might be:
i. The Battle of the Thames
ii. The Skirmish at McCrae’s
iii. The Battle of Longwoods
iv. The Battle of Nanticoke Creek
b) Many communities in Ontario host an annual 1812 Re-enactment. These
events often include education days specifically geared toward children
and school groups. Contact your local museum for information on Reenactments in your area.

Heroes and Heroines
Context: Page 35, Chapter 16: A Messy Retreat
Create a comic strip (http://www.bitstrips.com/), comic book, or mini-graphic
novel on:
a) A real character from the War of 1812 that illustrates their experiences or
accomplishments. These characters might include: Brock, Tecumseh,
Amelia Ryerse, Swain Corliss, Duncan McArthur, etc.
b) OR select a real battle from the War of 1812 and invent a hero or heroine
to experience the actual events of the battle. What role did they play in its
victory or loss? Were they directly involved as a solider or militiaman, or
were they a civilian on a nearby farm?
Don’t forget to dress people in period-appropriate clothing.

Refuge
Context: Page 38, Chapter 17: Burlington Heights
a) We all need a place of “refuge” from time to time. Where do you go to feel
safe? Write a poem about this place and how you feel when you are
there.
i. Students can simply hand in their poems, or present them to the
class at a “beatnik café.”
b) Create a journal from the perspective of one of the refugees on Procter’s
retreat. Write entries that address the various aspects of being a refugee:
i. Entry 1: Packing
ii. Entry 2: On the Road
iii. Entry 3: Arrival At Burlington Heights
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iv. Entry 4: Many months into your stay at Burlington Heights
v. Entry 5: The end of the War/Leaving Burlington Heights
Write from the perspective of a soldier, a First Nations Warrior, one of the
Moravian Delaware, an impressed pacifist wagon driver, a militiaman, a
farmer’s wife, a child, or any other appropriate individual you can think of.

	
  

47	
  

A DESERT BETWEEN US & THEM
Part 2: The Traitors
Episode Synopsis
The majority of settlers on Upper Canada’s Western Frontier were born in the
United States. While most residents try to avoid the conflict, some will choose to
aid the Americans and die for their disloyalty at the hands of the British.
Topics Covered in this Episode:
• Loyalty
o Settler’s Choices & Militia
Duties
o Disaffection
o Traitors & Paroles
o The Canadian Volunteers
• Upper Canadian vs. US governing
systems
o Family Compact
o Responsible Government
• Moravian Missionaries
• Battles:
o Battle of Nanticoke Creek
o Skirmish at McCrae’s
o Battle of Longwoods
• American Occupation of Upper
Canada
• Westbrook’s Raids
• Martial Law
• Ancaster Assize
o Hangings/Capital
Punishment
• Migration from Commonwealth
Countries
Places Explored in this Episode:
• Burlington Heights
• Thames River
o Fairfield/Moraviantown
o McCrae’s/Chatham
• York/Toronto
• Delaware
• Port Talbot/Talbot Settlement
• Oxford on the Thames

Important Individuals in this Episode:
• Major General Isaac Brock – British
• Col. Thomas Talbot – British
• Simon Zelotes Watson – British Traitor
• Ebenezer Allan – British Traitor
• Andrew Westbrook – British Traitor
• Benajah Mallory – British
Traitor/Canadian Volunteers
• Abraham Markle – British
Traitor/Canadian Volunteers
• Joseph Wilcox – British
Traitor/Canadian Volunteers
• Lt. Governor Francis Gore – British
• Capt. Daniel Springer – British Militia
• Col. Henry Procter – British
• Bishop John Strachan – British
• General Roger Hale Sheaffe – British
• General William Henry Harrison – US
• John Dunham – British Traitor
• Thomas McCrae – British Settler
• Henry Medcalf – British Militia
• Commander Gordon Drummond –
British
• Attorney General of Upper Canada John
Beverley Robinson – British
• George the Third – Kind of England

Notes for Reading Transcripts
• Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor
• V.O. – Voice Overs
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TRANSCRIPT & GUIDE
CHAPTER 1: PROLOGUE AND TITLES
TITLES: Part 2: The Traitors

CHAPTER 2: BROCK’S TROUBLES
NARRATOR (V.O.)
At the beginning of the War of 1812, Isaac Brock knows he has a problem:

BROCK (V.O.)
My situation is critical, not from anything the enemy can do, but from the
disposition of the people – the population, believe me, is essentially bad - a full
belief possesses them all that this Province must inevitably succumb.
Legislators, magistrates, militia officers, all have imbibed the idea, and are so
sluggish and indifferent in their respective offices that the artful and active
scoundrel is allowed to parade the country without interruption and commit all
imaginable mischief.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
There’s this very telling episode from the first month of the War in which a Upper
Canadian militia officer, a young man named William Hamilton Merritt, is in the
London District and he comes across, one night, a couple of men that he regards
as suspicious. And he demands of them, ‘Are you American or are you British?’
And they answered that they did not know. And I think that's an extremely
revealing episode because I think there were all of these people
who were Americans by birth, they are the majority of the people
Activity:
in Upper Canada; they are probably something on the order of
Where
Do
85% of the population in the London District. And so most of the
You Come
disaffection in Upper Canada, is really just a desire by people to
From?
avoid being shot at, or shooting at people who were their former
PG 74
neighbours, and friends and relatives from the United States
who are invading now.
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DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
The vast majority had nothing to do with the government, so in that sense their
loyalty probably was to themselves first.
That said, some might have been very pro-American and some may have been
very pro-British, especially if they had a connection to the government.
The government of Upper Canada at that time was not democratic really, there’s
an assembly at the bottom with 16 or 20 people elected to it, but they don't have
much power. So really the province was not run by the people, and many
Americans were not used to that. They came from a culture that was far more
democratic, their township meetings would make real decisions, and on top of
that they’d just gone through an American Revolution and they were told that
they would be free and equal after that. And so they had a little less respect for
their betters than the betters here would have liked.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
There are a set of people who can because of their birth in the British Isles and
their official standing, they have commissions from the Crown and they have
come to Upper Canada, and when they arrive they arrive with a full set of
suspicions about people born in North America as being potential Republican
Revolutionaries.

CHAPTER 3: COL. THOMAS TALBOT
NARRATOR (V.O.)
On Upper Canada's Western Frontier, no one represents British authority more
than Colonel Thomas Talbot. Talbot settled on the north shore of Lake Erie in
1803, and by the War of 1812, has the authority to settle who he sees fit over a
large swath of the London and Western Districts. Talbot's quest is to change the
region's demographics:

THOMAS TALBOT (V.O.)
I will halt the growing tendency to insubordination and revolt, already manifested
by persons brought up in the wilds of America.
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DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
He’s the master of this – it’s almost a feudal domain. If you want to settle in the
southwest you have to go out and ask the Colonel. He liked to drink, but he
feared at the same time of becoming what we would call an alcoholic. So anyone
who drinks before noon is not a gentleman, noon is defined for his purposes as
eleven a.m. Well if you wanted to see the Colonel, the time to see him is the
morning, right? If you come in late in the afternoon, God knows what’s going to
happen.
Now, suppose all works out and you get to have an interview. Now what he’s
obliged to do by the law, is to give you a location ticket and a semi-deed. If you
farm your land for five years and you build certain kinds of buildings - you get
your land, that’s the way that the system works. Well if at some point you fail in
your settlement duties, or if you somehow cross the Colonel, or you show reform
tendencies - the Colonel would then say that, ‘I’ll simply rub you out.’ Now it
doesn't quite mean what a Chicago gangster means, he just takes his eraser and
does this - and you aren't there any more. You have no recourse; arbitrary and
probably illegal. The government at York winks at this.

CHAPTER 4: THE DISAFFECTED
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Perhaps unsurprisingly, it doesn't take long for Talbot to make enemies. Among
Talbot's adversaries are a land speculator from Montreal - Simon Zelotes
Watson, and two local entrepreneurs: the eccentric Ebenezer Allan, and hugely
successful Andrew Westbrook.
Watson in particular has reason to be upset at Talbot. He made a deal with the
Upper Canadian authorities, allowing him to sub-divide a large land grant,
provided that his settlers met with Talbot's approval. Although he was able to
recruit 185 people, because the majority were from the United States, they are
rejected by Talbot. Watson is left financially ruined.

DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
To a lot of people Tom Talbot represents all that they dislike or despise about the
British constitutional monarchical system and all they despise about British
graded society. ‘Who does Colonel Talbot think that he is anyway? We’re just as
good as he is.’
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
Some of those who are not pleased with Upper Canada's progress become
elected to the legislature and attempt to argue their points in the Assembly.
Three of the most outspoken elected members of Parliament include Benajah
Mallory from Burford, Abraham Markle from Ancaster, and Joseph Wilcox, who
lives in Toronto but also represents Haldimand County.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
They had very, very democratic ideas and they were seen as troublemakers.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
These three men will all find themselves on ‘the outs’ with officials who are
leading Upper Canada and especially the Lt. Governor, Francis Gore, who
distrusts all three of them.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
Francis Gore did everything that he could to defang them, including throwing
Wilcox in jail for liable and seditious language in the House.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
Wilcox has a brief reconciliation with authority in Upper Canada when Isaac
Brock is the Commander and administrator of the Colony. And Brock’s a very
shrewd politician, and he understands with an American Invasion impending that
he needs to try to unit the people of Upper Canada, which is a very tough thing to
do. But he realizes that he needs to show some favour and some patronage, and
some trust in Joseph Wilcox, and it pays off when Wilcox helps the authorities of
Upper Canada to rally Indian peoples and to rally the settlers of Upper Canada.

CHAPTER 5: TALBOT VISITS NORFOLK

	
  

52	
  

NARRATOR (V.O.)
When Hull invades Sandwich in July of 1812, the opposition in the assembly
begin immediately to work with Brock to help repel the invaders.
Which is more than can be said of many of the residents of Upper Canada's
Western Frontier. Less than two weeks before Brock's successful recruiting trip
through Norfolk County on his way to attack Detroit, Thomas Talbot, Colonel of
the London District Militia, also pays a visit to Norfolk, charged with mustering as
many men as he could and heading west for the same purpose.

THOMAS TALBOT (V.O.)
When I reached the ground from whence the detachment was to march, I found a
large assembly of farmers with their women, whom upon my approach,
addressed me by proclaiming ‘that their men should not march.’

BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
The women actually stood up to him and said, ‘No, our men are not going.’ Some
people seem to think that that displays dis-loyalty - it didn't. It displayed survival,
because at that point the Natives of the Grand River had not declared for the
British or the Americans.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
What eventually happens is a number of the men do follow Talbot to the west,
but so few and a number of them desert immediately that Talbot decides to go
ahead without them because he doesn’t think that he can accomplish his purpose
anyway.

CHAPTER 6: WESTBROOK VISITS FAIRFIELD
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Ironically, one of Talbot's adversaries, Andrew Westbrook, has more success
recruiting men to deliver General Hull's proclamation, than Talbot does recruiting
militia to drive Hull from Upper Canada.
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DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
Westbrook in 1812, when the war breaks out, says he’s not going to serve for the
British. He’s got too much to lose. But instead he does go and help spread word
of Hull's offer. So, from the outset Westbrook was linked to the Americans.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Westbrook's visit to Fairfield is recorded by the Moravian Missionaries:

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
We received a proclamation from Governor Hull today, which states that all those
who remain calm and peaceful will be protected. That was not enough to satisfy
the Indians.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Daniel Springer was the Captain of the Middlesex Militia. He wrote a letter to
Isaac Brock saying that three men from his community were spreading a
proclamation and getting the citizens of the area to sign the paroles to prevent
them from serving in the War.

DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
You get them to give what’s called their parole, their word that they will not take
any further part in the War, in the fighting.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern
Ontario
And Brock wrote back… ‘Well, arrest them.’ And Springer
wrote back saying, ‘Well I would like to, but all my men in my
militia group have signed the parole.’ Stories are told that in
the summer of 1812 farmers as far as York County, Toronto,
were coming to this area to get a parole signed so they could
get out of the war.
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
When Brock and Tecumseh successfully capture Detroit, the tide turns against
those who sided with the Americans during Hull's invasion.
Simon Zelotes Watson and Andrew Westbrook manage to escape, and flee to
the United States.
Ebenezer Allan was not so lucky. On August the 11th, 1812, Allan is transported
through Fairfield.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
A traitor to the country was brought through here on his way to the prison in
Niagara. We thanked the Lord they were discovered, for their purpose was to
destroy this village and our congregation. Actually, now that there is War, some
of our neighbours who used to call themselves friends are now showing
themselves as enemies, who would further the destruction of our Mission given
the chance.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Ebenezer Allan is released on a technicality, but dies of illness at his home a
short time later.

CHAPTER 7: BROCK’S VICTORY
NARRATOR (V.O.)
At Amherstburg, Procter concludes that Brock's victory at Detroit, ‘inspired the
timid, fixed the wavering and awed the disaffected.’ It has a particularly powerful
effect on the Six Nations - the majority of whom decide that they will now fight for
the British. But, for much of the rest of Upper Canada's population, the effect is
short lived.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
He wins at Detroit in August, what follows here in Upper Canada as a frontier
community is harvest. And people need to get their crops in, and people found it
very difficult to want to go sit on the Niagara Peninsula waiting for an American
Invasion. After Brock's death it’s really, really difficult to keep Upper Canadian
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Militiamen on duty, so the British Military said, ‘You can all go home,’ because
most of them already had.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
After Brock's death, when the War takes a turn for the worse for the British, the
provincial elite at York, led by John Strachan, becomes increasingly paranoid. An
Upper Canadian Resident describes the mood in the province:

UPPER CANADIAN RESIDENT (V.O.)
The most ridged, iron despotism reigns. No person can speak his sentiments
with freedom, in relation to the government.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
When Brock died, his successor Sheaffe continues that policy of trying to unite
the colony by pursuing a moderate political line. But that runs afoul of Strachan
who is quite keen for a harder line and does not trust Wilcox. And so Strachan
proceeds to undermine Sheaffe's authority, and succeeds after Sheaffe is
embarrassed by the loss of York to American invaders. That’s the opportunity for
Strachan and the other hard liners in Upper Canada to pounce. Now once
Sheaffe is out, Wilcox shortly after that will go to the American lines.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
By the middle of 1813 the Americans have invaded into the Niagara region. By
the fall of 1813 they are pretty much running rampant throughout the Western
and London Districts. That’s when people who anybody suspects of being traitors
decides that they might as well go to the other side because it looks like the
Americans might win. So it is a seesaw kind of war in a way, and people acted
according to which side they thought was going to win.
The Americans manage to get 200 or so Upper Canadians to join a force
designed to fight against their old province.
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JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
At the peak of the Canadian Volunteers, they had 150 expatriot Canadians - three of them popularly elected
Members of Parliament: Benajah Mallory, and Abram
Markel being given officer rank, and Joseph Wilcox being
raised to the rank of Lt. Colonel.

Activity:
Your Loyalties
& Why Turn?
PG 75 & 76

CHAPTER 8: NO MAN’S LAND
NARRATOR (V.O.)
When things start to deteriorate for the British on the Detroit and Niagara
Frontiers, the disaffected come out of the woodwork, and the turncoat Canadian
Volunteers begin to actively participate in the conflict.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
By late 1813 there’s a complete collapse in order in London and Western
Districts.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
It seemed like this whole deep-south might be abandoned and become a part of
the United States.

DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
If somebody comes up your farm lane or comes to your door after dark in 1814,
you’d better have a pistol or a musket at the door saying, ‘Who is that?’ It could
be Americans, could be pro-Americans, could be British, could be pro-British,
could be renegades, could be Native People, could be anybody. It is just a real
‘no man's land’ to use a WWI phrase.
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
As General Harrison chases Procter up the Thames in
October of 1813, one of his guides is the disgruntled land
speculator, Simon Zelotes Watson.
A month later, Benajah Mallory of Burford is at the Grand
River, attempting to recruit for the Canadian Volunteers.

Activity:
New
Recruits
PG 76

CHAPTER 9: BATTLE OF NANTICOKE CREEK
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
The Americans were pushing into the country and creating problems: stealing
horses, stealing food, harassing people, kidnapping militia officers.

KAREN RICHARDSON
Curator, Haldimand County Museum & Archives
There’s some accounts in diaries of women, you know, literally sleeping with a
gun under their pillow for fear that some of those marauders might come along
and want their food and burn them out.

BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Obviously not everybody thought the way the British did, some of them still had
great loyalty to the United States.
That’s the case with John Dunham. He willingly let the Americans stay in his
cabin. He fed them, and probably was going to guide them next day into Dover.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
There really is no militia any more, so the people who were loyal and were going
to have their things targeted, decided to create their own sort of vigilante forces.
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BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
The men of Dover were not about to sit back and watch their property destroyed.
They head out for Nanticoke Creek. They come across the cabin of one John
Dunham. They’re not sure if the men they are looking for are in this cabin or not.
So one of the officers goes up, pounds on the door, opens the door and walks in.
Here’s the men they’re looking for. He orders them to put down their weapons
because they’re surrounded. The Americans immediately drop their muskets, but
then they start looking around and they realize the officer is not supported by any
men.
And it is so confusing that one of the Americans is shot in the back by one of his
own men. Somehow the officer escapes serious injury. They round up the men in
the cabin, some of them get away, and some are killed outside and some simply
escape.
It became known as a battle because the government of the time wanted local
citizens to realize what could be accomplished by ordinary people, against the
Americans.

CHAPTER 10: SKIRMISH AT MCCRAE’S
NARRATOR (V.O.)
By December of 1813, General McArthur and Governor Cass at Detroit are
exerting control over Upper Canada's Western Frontier. They establish a forward
operating base on the Thames River, at the newly completed house of a former
Kent Militia officer, Thomas McCrae.

JIM GILBERT
President, Kent Historical Society
The story goes that when he went down the Thames to fight at Detroit, for the
capture of Detroit, that he gained some money there - one way or the other, and
that he came back and he used that to build his beautiful house along the
Thames River.

DAVID BENSON
Director, Chatham-Kent Museum
The house was utilized by the American forces for people to give Oaths of
Neutrality, it was used as an administrative centre and it was also used to billet
troops that were coming up to, you know, go on foraging parties and things
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like this. In December the house was occupied by about 40 members of the
American Regular Army.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Rumours got to Long Point that there was a herd of cattle at Rondeau. So they
sent Henry Medcalf, a Lieutenant with the Norfolk Militia, and he with a group
about 20 men went to gather these cattle. And he got to Rondeau and one of the
settlers on the lake said, ‘I’m sorry, you’re too late - the Americans have got
them.’ And he said, ‘Well, where are the Americans?’ And he said, ‘Well there's
a base on the Thames River by Thomas McCrae's house.’

DAVID BENSON
Director, Chatham-Kent Museum
So then Lt. Medcalf headed the men up Communication Road to Chatham, and
hooked up with Lt. John McGregor who was the commanding officer, at that
point, of the Loyal Kent Volunteers. The Loyal Kent Volunteers was essentially a
re-constituted militia unit after the occupation had occurred. Their job was
basically to harass American foraging parties and they were basically a
resistance group. From what we understand they employed, sort of guerilla
tactics and were very effective.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
And they had a band of about 33 men, who made their way across country in the
depths of winter, got to the Thames River, and on the morning of December 15th,
1813, they surrounded McCrae's new house. And when dawn came they called
on the American's to surrender. And the Americans replied with a volley of
musketry, and the militia then returned fire.

JIM GILBERT
President, Kent Historical Society
So there are musket balls whipping through the windows and the doors of the
McCrae house. And of course the Americans have no idea how many British are
out there. They look out the windows and they see musket fire. And they think,
‘my goodness, we’re surrounded by a good portion of the British army.’
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GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
And the next thing you know, there was a flag waving out the window of the
house. 33 Canadian militia had captured 36 American regulars and the
significance of it is that that’s the only time in recorded history that the Canadian
militia defeated an American regular army group.

JIM GILBERT
President, Kent Historical Society
And for a brief time the house was returned back to Thomas
McCrae and his wife. However, it doesn't last long because
a week or so later 200 regular forces from the American
Army come and reclaim the McCrae House. And they send
200 because they want to make sure that it doesn’t fall into
British hands again, because it is that strategic as far as
controlling the Thames River - where they’re going to get
food and supplies to support their men in Amherstburg and
in Detroit.

Activity:
Taking
Action
PG 76

CHAPTER 11: AMERICAN OCCUPATION
ROBERT HONOR
Historian - Amherstburg, Ontario
The period of American occupation is not a well researched story yet. When the
U.S. troops first came in, their point of view towards the people here was that if
you don't give us any trouble we won't bother you. That was sort of like the
official policy statement, but the actual soldiers that were coming in, they maybe
weren't exactly in tune with what the government policy was. And so there
seemed to be a lot of bad treatment by some of the soldiers. There was looting,
and theft and that sort of thing - which I guess is made legal during an
occupation.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Procter and Tecumseh had pretty well taken anything of value, or burned the
rest, including foodstuffs. There was absolutely nothing in Detroit and the
Americans of course required all kinds of food for their garrisons and for the
people. And guess what, it was this area that they relied on.
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CHAPTER 12: BATTLE OF LONGWOODS
GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
So in January of 1814 the first real raid that is recorded took place in Delaware,
and it was Andrew Westbrook and a group of marauders that came through to
Delaware.

JON BOWMAN
Chair, Ingersoll Cheese and Agricultural Museum
Andrew Westbrook was a very shrewd businessman. He owned 4,500 acres, a
tannery, a blacksmith shop and a distillery.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Westbrook's purpose was to burn his property in Delaware to prevent it from
being used by the British. He went, captured the Middlesex Militia - who
happened to be inside his farmhouse.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Westbrook succeeds in capturing several militia officers, including his rival and
Col. Talbot's friend - Captain Daniel Springer.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
He at the same time said, ‘Boys, you’ve got 15 minutes to take anything you want
and after that I’m going to burn the whole thing down.’

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Westbrook quickly returns to Detroit, but British authorities are shaken by his
brazen actions. In early February the British send a detachment of 150 regulars,
supported by militia and First Nations allies, to establish their own forward
operating base at Delaware.
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GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
They were going to operate with the idea that they needed supplies too, and they
also needed to keep an eye on the Americans. So they would send parties along
the Thames, down into the Talbot area constantly - just trying to find our what
was going on.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
But the base doesn't last long.
After a disastrous engagement with an American raiding party on March 4th,
known as the Battle of Longwoods, where 15 British regulars are killed and many
more wounded, the British decide that Upper Canada's Western Frontier is
simply too dangerous to defend. All regular troops are again withdrawn to
Burlington Heights, leaving only resistance forces and scattered militia, under the
command of Col. Thomas Talbot, to defend against American raids.

CHAPTER 13: WESTBROOK’S RAIDS
GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
Relying on citizen soldiers like the militia was risky at the best. They basically did
very little to prevent the Americans, the Americans simply rode around them.
Westbrook was a master at it because he owned property all over southwestern
Ontario, so he knew all the roads. The story is that they just basically bypass the
militia.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
In 1814, Westbrook is personally responsible for at least eight raids into Upper
Canada's Western Frontier.
In addition to raiding his home at Delaware, Westbrook raids the New Settlement
in Essex on February 5th, burning houses and harassing settlers, and on April
5th, he raids Oxford on the Thames, looting homes and burning the cabin that the
Methodists are using as a Church.
Westbrook's raids on the Talbot Settlement are relentless.
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DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
I think the turncoats are opportunists. They see a chance to get what they want
and at the same time to wreak a little revenge on people they thought had down
them wrong. And Tom Talbot is the chief wrong doer.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
On May 20th, Westbrook arrives with the intent of capturing Talbot, but finds him
not at home. Talbot's right hand man, Mahlon Burwell, organizes a resistance
and Westbrook retreats before any major damage is done.
He returns on July 20th with 300 men, where he burns crops and steals
provisions, but again finds Talbot not at home.
Talbot's closest call comes during Westbrook's 3rd raid in mid-August:

DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
At one point they do almost capture him, they come to the house - he is there.
The one story says he gets out by getting out the back door and going down the
ravine - the creek ravine, which is right behind the house and getting down to the
lake and getting away. One of the other versions of the story has him leaping out
a window. There’s no question that it was a tight squeak. I mean, he got away by
the skin of his teeth, and he probably did get away by getting out of the house as
speedily as possible.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Many of Port Talbot's other 230 residents are not as lucky. Col. Talbot himself
describes what happens to them:

THOMAS TALBOT (V.O.)
All their horses, and every particle of wearing apparel and household furniture
were stolen, leaving the sufferers naked, and in a most wretched state.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Talbot's right-hand man, Mahlon Burwell, is sick in bed when the Americans
arrive:
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BURWELL (V.O.)
Having just recovered in some measure from the fever ague, I was lying on my
bed, when they made me a prisoner, plundering my house and everything they
could carry away and what they could not carry, destroyed. They forced me away
from my family with a few other prisoners and marched us to Point Patrick where
we tarried all night.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
On August 29th, Westbrook turns his attention once again to Oxford on the
Thames:

JON BOWMAN
Chair, Ingersoll Cheese and Agricultural Museum
Westbrook's second raid was in August of 1814, and they burned the Burdick Mill
because they didn’t want the British to have use of it. He also captured Ichabod
Hall, David Curtis, and John Carroll.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
They had captured three militia officers, and were taking them back to Detroit.
Word got back to Daniel Rapelje in St. Thomas area, that the Americans were in
Oxford and he led a party of militia down into where Byron is now.

JON BOWMAN
Chair, Ingersoll Cheese and Agricultural Museum
Andrew Westbrook generally rode a Pinto horse, but for some reason or other,
that particular time he put John Carroll on the Pinto horse. Well they got down to
what is known as Reservoir Hill, just south of London, and they ran into an
ambush, by the Middlesex Militia. And of course one of the fellows in the militia,
seeing the rider on the Pinto horse, figured it was Andrew Westbrook, shot and
killed him.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Westbrook narrowly escapes the ambush, and returns to Port Talbot to raid one
more time on September 9th. He burns Talbot's mills and raids the settlement,
but is still unable to capture Talbot.
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DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
What would’ve happened to Tom Talbot if he had fallen into the wrong hands?
He’s the emblem of everything these folks hate. I have the impression that
Andrew Westbrook and Simon Zelotes Watson are in particular pretty nasty
pieces of business. They were just full of hate and spite and I think they really
would’ve done him in.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
Westbrook, he's sort of the prototypical scary American settler. He was the thing
that worried the Tories in a way, the upper Canadian elite. But he was rare, you
know what I mean? He’s an active, disloyal American living in Upper Canada.
Most people weren't, they simply tried to stay out of the way of the armies.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
At the same time as Westbrook is raiding Upper Canada's Western Frontier, the
Canadian Volunteers are plundering the Niagara Frontier, even carrying out the
burning of the town of Newark in December of 1813. The Upper Canadian
authorities decide that measures must be taken to secure the loyalty of the
population.

CHAPTER 14: ANCASTER ASSIZE
NARRATOR (V.O.)
In February of 1814, the new British Commander Gordon Drummond asks the
assembly for the power to arrest traitors on suspicion alone and to seize their
property. His request is granted.
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
Martial law is declared twice, 1813 and then in 1814. And the second time that
it’s done, Lt. Gen. Gordon Drummond decides that disloyal behaviour must be
paid for.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
The British very much need by the spring of 1814, to try somebody for treason in
order to make a point to the whole population that they need to honour their
Oaths of Allegiance and they need to defend the Colony.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
They had the names of 50 or 60 traitors, but they didn’t have them.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Who the British do have are some low-level American sympathizers, many of
whom were captured at John Dunham's cabin after the Battle of Nanticoke
Creek. Some may also have been captured with the American regulars at
McCrae's near Chatham.
The man put in charge of prosecuting the alleged traitors, is the acting Attorney
General of Upper Canada, John Beverley Robinson, he is 23 years old. After
examining the facts of each case, Robinson believes that of the men who are
currently in custody, he has enough evidence to convict 19 of them.
The Union Hotel in Ancaster is converted into a courtroom for the trials, which
convene on May 23rd, 1814.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
It was very, very important that it be a civil treason trial, because had it been a
military trial, it wouldn’t have had so much public attention.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
We all conspire to accept that the government is in charge. If people think the
government is not in charge, that the judges have no power, that the magistrates
have no power, that the army is really not in charge any more, then you’re in
trouble. So one way you can do that, and the British had a long history of this,
they had public hangings, right? So everybody knew - that guy might be innocent,
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but wow they’ve got some power. But they can also let you off, right? So it’s
tremendous power that they’ve got, life and death power these judges.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
On June 21st, 15 men are convicted of treason. Of those, seven are to be
imprisoned, but Aaron Stevens, Dayton Lindsey, Noah Payne Hopkins, George
Peacock Jr., Isaiah Brink, Benjamin Simmons, Adam Crysler and John Dunham
are sentenced to die ‘the death of a traitor.’

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
One of them is a guy from Niagara, Noah Payne Hopkins, and he had sold stuff
or given stuff to the American Army, which perhaps a third of the population had
done. And they were low-level ruffians for the most part. They weren’t the big
guys.

CHAPTER 15: THE DEATH OF A TRAITOR
DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
The law is very precise in 1814, traitors are to be hung, drawn and quartered.
And that means that you’re hung until you’re nearly dead, and your innards are
pulled out and burned in front of your eyes, and then you’re beheaded, and your
body is split into parts and sent around as a warning to others. The Upper
Canadian authorities don't do this. The people who are executed in Ancaster are
executed on two wagons.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The executions take place on July 20th, 1814, most likely in front of the Garrison
on Burlington Heights.
The duty of Chaplain to the condemned falls to Brother Denke, the Moravian
Missionary who has been living in the region since fleeing the destruction of
Fairfield the previous October.
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DR. LINDA SABATHY-JUDD
Editor & Translator - Moravians in Upper Canada: The Diary of the Indian
Mission of Fairfield on the Thames 1792-1813
He did what any Chaplain would do. He gave them comfort. He talked to them.
He notes that he thought that they were all brave men in the end.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
The execution was on the 20th. They died in trust in Jesus as their saviour, while
I repeated this verse, they were launched into eternity, and soon expired.
Jesu as my dissolution
Take my longing soul to thee.
Let my wounds at the conclusion
Of my life a refuge be!
When in death I close mine eyes,
Let me wake in paradise.
In endless bliss and glory,
With the saints in heaven adore thee.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
There is no certain record describing how much of the sentence is carried out.
But among those witnessing the proceedings are 16-year-old John Ryckman,
who, many years later, described what likely happened next:

JOHN RYCKMAN (V.O.)
After the men had been duly strangled, their heads were chopped off, and
exhibited as the heads of traitors.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
It’s easy to demonize them, call them treasonous and say they were traitors, but
traitors to what? I mean, what do they owe their allegiance to? Most people that I
know, their first allegiance is to their family.
History is sometimes tedious because we fail to put the flesh and bones on the
people that we remember. And these were flesh and bones people.
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CHAPTER 16: FIELDCOTE MUSEUM
ANNE JACKSCON-HOGG
Descendant of Adam Crysler
Coming to the Fieldcote Museum was overwhelming. Especially knowing that my
ancestor, Adam Crysler, was one of those pairs of legs hanging in that mural,
was heart-wrenching.

SYLVIA WEAVER
Descendant of Aaron Stevens
Aaron Stevens was my husband, Don Weaver's, fifth Generation Grandfather.
He was a spy for the Americans against the British. His head was cut off and was
put on a stake and was exhibited to the public as a traitor.

PAUL BINGLE
Descendant of Robert Lounsbury
Robert Lounsbury, was my fourth great-grandfather. He was pronounced not
guilty, that didn’t stop him or deter him from running straight back home, packing
his bags, his second wife, and his second family, and moving quickly to Batavia
New York.

SYLVIA WEAVER
Descendant of Aaron Stevens
At that time, George the Third was King in England. He was known as a mad
King. Perhaps Aaron did not want to follow an insane monarchist in England,
and was favouring the more democratic government in the United States.

ANNE JACKSCON-HOGG
Descendant of Adam Crysler
People had friends and family on both sides of this border and they did not want
to be involved. So when they were pushed, they went one way or the other. And
if the United States had won, then Adam Crysler may have been considered a
hero. Instead he was considered a traitor and hung.

SYLVIA WEAVER
Descendant of Aaron Stevens
The British confiscated his home, and all his possessions and left his wife, Maria,
and their 13 children homeless. Aaron was a man of good standing in the
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community, and the neighbours pooled together and purchased his home back
and gave it to Marie and the children. Aaron’s family did do well, and we do have
pictures of his grandchildren.

DARYL MacTAVISH
Program Coordinator, Fieldcote Memorial Park & Museum
The other widows of the men who died weren't that fortunate. Elizabeth Crysler
ends up being a servant in someone else's home and has to give most of her
children away to anyone who will take one in. Our exhibit doesn’t judge. We’re
just saying here are all the facts, here are these men’s choices. They had very
good reasons why they chose to do what they did.

ANNE JACKSCON-HOGG
Descendant of Adam Crysler
I will make sure that my children are well aware of their background. He has the
right to know who his ancestors are, including Adam Crysler, no matter if people
consider him a traitor or not. You need to learn your history, you need to learn
from it, to 1) prevent mistakes from happening again, and 2) know where you
came from and to know why you are who you are.

JOHN B. LEE
Poet Laureate, Brantford & Norfolk County
What fascinates me is that most Canadians don't know the
story at all. It suggests to me not that Canadians are
indifferent, but that the people who orchestrated that event,
very happily buried it when the War was over. They had
blood on their hands, never mind the argument that these
people were treasonists and they had committed Treason, it
was a pretty brutal and bloody affair.

Activity:
Capital
Punishment
Debate
PG 77

CHAPTER 17: WILLIAM FRANCIS
DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
I don't think that the hangings changed the beliefs of the vast majority of people
here. The people here still, their main concern is not to get caught up in a
dangerous way in this War.
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
But the Ancaster Assize do have consequences. Those whose loyalties lie with
the Americans do not take long to exact revenge on whistleblowers and trial
participants.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Both William Francis and his son, Thomas, testified at the Assize in Ancaster. As
a result, a number of men were hanged for treason - well they had relatives. And
the relatives decided they would get even with Francis.

KAREN RICHARDSON
Curator, Haldimand County Museum & Archives
There are many different versions of this story. But the reality is on one October
night in 1814, they actually went to Captain William Francis’ home, they called
out to him, he went to the window, and he was shot dead.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
And they get the people out of the house, but not Francis' body, and they burn
the house down around him. His body is recovered the next day and it is buried
close to the creek that pours out into Lake Erie just south of Selkirk. We don't
know exactly where, it isn’t marked.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
When the War is over, there have been several thousand Upper Canadians who
have left and gone to the Unites States. So, those were the people who would
have been most disaffected.
Instead the government is encouraging migration coming from Scotland and
Ireland. And these people are much clearer about their loyalty from the start. So
there tends to be a shift then in the politics of Upper Canada. You don't have a
Joseph Wilcox anymore, no Abraham Markle, no Benajah Mallory – they’ve all
been pushed out. And you’ve got two kinds of political formations: one of them
hyper loyal, this is the so called Family Compact, in which Bishop Strachan is the
most vocal member of it, and his protégé John Beverly Robinson, is the second
most vocal member of it. You do have an opposition party, but it is a very loyal
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opposition party. And it makes quite clear, that they are not Republicans, and
they are not eager for union with the United States.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The authoritarian Family Compact, rising from the ashes of
Upper Canada after the War of 1812, will grow in power until
1837, when a rebellion will force the British to implement a
form of responsible government in Upper Canada, providing
some vindication for those members of the assembly who
sought democratic reforms in the years leading up to 1812.

Activity:
Traitors
Among Us
PG 77

But in the middle of 1814, responsible government is the last thing on anyone's
mind, as disaffected men like Andrew Westbrook wreak havoc upon Upper
Canada. In many cases, the disaffected are matched by equal numbers of local
militia, determined to defend their homes. However, in August of 1814, Michigan
Governor Lewis Cass, and the new commander of the Army of the Northwest,
Duncan McArthur, are planning a militarized destruction of Upper Canada's
Western Frontier, that no untrained militia could ever hope to defend against.
CREDITS ROLL
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ACTIVITIES FOR PART 2
Where do you come from?
Context: Page 49, Chapter 2: Brock’s Troubles
Researching your family’s heritage can be a complicated and difficult process.
Before the internet age, people would visit cemeteries, comb over old city birth
and death certificates, and visit museums and schools. With the advent of the
internet, the process is somewhat easier to now, but it can still be a long process
that sends you all around the country looking for clues. If you have access to
your grand parents, you can probably put together a pretty good tree. Your
parents could also provide enough information for a simple family tree.
a) Research your family’s heritage (chose either your paternal or maternal
ancestry – unless you are keen to do both). If you are First Nations,
research your clan, any famous family members, the traditional economic
activities of your people, the history of your community/band, and the
history of your Nation. Or, if your family comes from an immigrant
background, you should be able to uncover the country that your family
originated from (Halifax’s Pier 21 was the place where nearly all
immigrants to Canada first landed), the type of work that most of the family
was involved in (i.e. farming, milling, mining, etc.), any famous family
members, the meaning of your family’s name (if any), reasons why the
family came to Canada, and any hardships the family endured – either in
their country of origin, or in Canada. You can make a large poster with
space on the tree for these types of details.
i. You can start here on this Canadian Genealogy site:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/022/index-e.html
ii. You should also research the cultural nuances of your family’s
country of origin or your First Nation, including: traditional culture,
arts, and entertainment, traditional festivals, traditional foods, and
popular sports.
iii. You could also create your own website if you can get enough
information. Invite your family members to visit your site and add
more details about your family history.
b) Interview an Elder: Interview a family member, grandparent or Elder
regarding your ancestry and the history of your people/family. Use this
information to compile a short documentary film on your family’s history. If
you do not have access to a video camera, you can create a family
scrapbook with transcribed interview text and family photos or drawings.
c) Oral Histories: First Nations people have passed down their heritage for
thousands of years by reciting their stories to their children and families
over and over. Think of a story from your childhood that you were told by a
parent, grandparent, or relative. Have a class story circle, where students
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are invited to bring in pillows, blankets, and snacks. Students will take
turns reciting a story that is personal to them. Students may want to
practice their stories before coming in to class.
Choosing Sides
Context: Page 54, Chapter 6: Westbrook Visits Fairfield
Choose a group to belong to: 1) American Officials, 2) British/Upper Canadian
Officials, 3) Settlers. If you are a settler, you will create a persona for yourself
such as:
i. A fur trader
ii. A farmer
iii. A Native Warrior
iv. A merchant
Develop a background for your settler, detailing where you came from originally
and why you are currently residing in Upper Canada.
If you are American or British, strategize about what points you are going to
make to try and win over the settlers.
One at a time, the students from the settler group will present their background to
the class. Students from both the American and British groups will have a
chance to try and convince each of the settlers to side with them. After both the
Americans and British have presented their points, the settler must choose a
side. Whichever group gets the most settlers to come to their side wins!

Your Loyalties
Context: Page 57, Chapter 7: Brock’s Victory
Have students assemble in the centre of the room. On one side of the room post
a piece of paper or Bristol board that says “Agree” (on the back of this piece of
Bristol Board will be written “British”) and on the opposite side post a sign that
says “Disagree” (on the back of this piece of Bristol Board will be written
“American”).
Read aloud one of the statements below. Students are asked to take one step in
the direction of their answer. Students will step back and forth as all of the
statements are read.
Statements:
• The military should have the right to impress (which means to make
people serve) whomever they need to win a war.
• When you promise to be loyal, it is important not to break that promise, no
matter what.
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Government should be run by authorities who know what they are doing,
not elected officials.
• As a citizen, I believe it’s important for my country to be a part of a large,
powerful commonwealth that has a global reach.
• First Nations people should have a national territory set aside specifically
for their use.
After all of the statements have been read, flip over each of the pieces of Bristol
board to reveal “British” and “American.” Students may be surprised as to what
side their beliefs have led them, or how their choices have left them stuck
between the two powers. Have students discuss their feelings. What real
consequences might have settlers during the War of 1812 faced for sticking to
their values? What factors would’ve played into the settlers’ decisions to aid
either the British or the Americans?
•

Why Turn?
Context: Page 57, Chapter 7: Brock’s Victory
Imagining you are either Benajah Mallory, Abraham Markle or Joseph Wilcox,
write an open letter to your constituents outlining your reasons for turncoating
and how you intend to continue to effect change in your home territory by joining
the Canadian volunteers.

New Recruits
Context: Page 58, Chapter 8: No Man’s Land
Create a recruitment poster for the Canadian Volunteers. The poster should
include at least three reasons for Upper Canadians to join the American unit that
will fight against the British on Upper Canadian soil.

Taking Action
Context: Page 61, Chapter 10: Skirmish at McCrae’s
The Skirmish at McCrae’s shows what individuals who believe in a cause can
accomplish. What social or political issues are relevant to students today?
a) Create a Facebook page to support an issue you believe in. This is a good
small group activity – make sure that all members of the group have
admin. privileges on the Facebook page. We have recently seen the
power of Facebook to make a difference on the social and political
landscapes, for example: in the case of copyright law, or the law about the
number of teenagers allowed to ride in a car.
b) Brainstorm other ways that you can make a difference in your community
around an important issue.
c) If Facebook is not permitted in your school board, you could write letters to
the editor of the local newspaper.
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Capital Punishment Debate
Context: Page 71, Chapter 16: FIeldcote Museum
Capital punishment was largely removed from Canadian Law in 1976, and we
became a fully abolitionist country in 1998 when all references to capital
punishment were removed from the National Defence Act. However, there are
still some countries, and some states in the US, that practice execution as a form
of punishment.
a) Divide the class into two groups – one side will argue for capital
punishment, the other against it in a debate format. The Canadian
National Debate format is here: http://osdu.on.ca/0/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2010/09/CNDF_Rules.pdf
i. Students should be given the opportunity to research capital
punishment, find specific cases to reference either for or against the
practice, and look into the history of capital punishment. This
debate can also be staged from a different country’s perspective.

Traitors Among Us
Context: Page 73, Chapter 17: William Francis
a) Divide the class into two groups. Assign a menial task for the groups to
complete, such as building a house of cards. Before beginning, inform the
students that within each group, one student has been assigned to be the
“traitor” and will be sabotaging the efforts of the team. When the task is
complete, as a class discuss who might have been the traitors in each
group, allowing the accusations to fly.
Discussion: Then confess to students that there were in fact, no “traitors.”
The activity will help demonstrate how in times of stress, suspicion and
mistrust can run high. Have students imagine what this would be like if the
stakes were even higher – such as in times of war. During the Ancaster
Assize, neighbours were often asked to testify against those whom they
thought were disloyal or aiding the Americans. Would you testify against
your neighbour or family member if you thought they may be aiding the
enemy?
b) Have students pair off. Both of the students will be Upper Canadian
Settlers or Natives, but one will play the role of the loyal British resident,
and the other will play the role of the American supporter. Have the two
exchange a series of letters or e-mails. What will they do when the War is
over? How are the American supporters treated by their neighbours? Are
the authorities aware of their loyalties? Partners should work out the
relationship they have with one another before beginning – are they
relatives? Lovers? Militiamen?
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A DESERT BETWEEN US & THEM
Part 3: The Raiders
Episode Synopsis
In the fall of 1814, Governor Cass and General McArthur plan a total militarized destruction of
Upper Canada’s Western Frontier. Peace comes as the refugee camps at Burlington Heights
become increasingly desperate and the British government is flooded with War Claims.
Topics Covered in this Episode:
• A Desert Between Us & Them
o Food Shortages
• American Revolution
o Loyalists
• Children’s Feelings/Role in War
o War’s Effect on Families
• Traitors/Canadian Volunteers
• Canadian Identity
• Raiding
o McArthur’s Raid/Dudley’s
Raid
o Food Shortages
o Mills
o Kentuckians
• Battles:
o Grand River Skirmish
o Battle of Malcolm’s Mills –
Last Battle Fought Against a
Foreign Power on Canadian
Soil
• Militia
• Mills – Role and Importance
• War Prisoners
o Battle of the Thames
• British Abandonment of Upper
Canada’s Western Frontier
• Vigilance Committees/Posses
o Delaware Warrior Murders
• Peace & Post War
o Treaty of Ghent
o Clause Wampum Belt
o War Losses Claims
o US Native Removal Policy
o Canadian Reservation
System
• Legacy of War of 1812

Places Explored in this Episode:
• Port Ryerse
• Dover Mills/Port Dover
• Detroit Valley/Detroit
• Western & London Districts
• Thames River &
Fairfield/Moraviantown
• Oxford on the Thames
• Burford
• Burlington Heights
• Grand River, Six Nations & the
Mohawk Village
o Mohawk Chapel
• Mount Pleasant
• Culver’s Tavern/Simcoe
• Backhouse Mill/Backus
Conservation Area
• Long Point
• Amherstburg
• Sandwich/Windsor
• Stoney Creek
• Walpole Island
Important Individuals in this Episode:
• Michigan Governor Lewis Cass
• Col. Robert Nichol – British Militia
• Abraham Markle – British
Traitor/Canadian Volunteers
• Major General Isaac Brock – British
• Swain Corliss – British Militia
• Col. Thomas Talbot – British
• Brigadier General Duncan McArthur –
US
• Captain John Norton – Six Nations
• General Andrew Jackson - US

Notes for Reading Transcripts
• Italicized name – a ‘re-enactment’ actor
• V.O. – Voice Over
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TRANSCRIPT & GUIDE
CHAPTER 1: PROLOGUE AND TITLES
NARRATOR (V.O.)
In September of 1814, Michigan Governor Lewis Cass writes to the United States
Secretary of War:
LEWIS CASS (V.O.)
With the command of the lakes, and a desert between us and them, a small force
would be competent, to the protection of this quarter. It appears to be a harsh
and rigorous step, but it is certainly no time for weak, timid, and irresolute
measures.

TITLES: Part 3: The Raiders

CHAPTER 2: THE BURNING OF DOVER MILLS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Sarah always wanted to return to the United States. She and her husband,
Samuel Ryerse, fled as loyalists after the American Revolution, settled in what
would become Port Ryerse - and prospered.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Samuel Ryerse promised Sarah Underhill, his wife, that they would stay for a
while. And once it seemed it would be safe, they would go back to the United
States. Well Sarah was a very practical woman and it was never quite the right
time. And then as the War of 1812 approached it became obvious that Sam was
dying of consumption, what we would call tuberculosis now. And just about a
week before the War of 1812 he succumbed. And at that point Sarah was
widowed and really had no choice but to stay put.
Amelia Ryerse, was 12 when the War began and her father died, and by May of
1814 she was 14.
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AMELIA RYERSE (V.O.)
On the 25th of May, as my Mother and myself were at breakfast, the dogs made
an unusual barking. I went to the door to discover the cause; when I looked up, I
saw the hillside and fields, as far as the eye could reach, covered with American
soldiers. They had marched from Port Dover to Ryerse. Two men stepped from
the ranks and came into the room where we were standing, and took coals from
the hearth without speaking a word. My mother knew instinctively what they were
going to do. She went out and asked to see the commanding officer. She
entreated him to spare her property, and said she was a widow with a young
family. He answered her civilly and respectfully, that he would spare the house,
but his orders were to burn.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
This War starts out as sort of a gentlemanly contest, where your property is safe.
By 1814 that's not the case, there’s deliberate decisions to destroy things.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The American troops that burn the Ryerse Farm had landed the day before below
Dover Mills. Their unauthorized expedition of some 750 soldiers is headed by Lt.
Col. John Campbell.

JOHN CAMPBELL (V.O.)
Dover's leaders are old revolutionary Tories, who had been very active, not only
in oppressing our friends in Canada, but by aiding all in their powers, the burning
and plundering of Buffalo. I am determined to make them feel the effects of that
conduct which they had pursued towards others.
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Campbell's guides include Abraham Markle of the Canadian Volunteers. The
former member of the legislative assembly of Upper Canada had been kicked out
of the legislature by a prominent Norfolk resident, Colonel Robert Nichol.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
It’s possible Dover was specifically targeted because that was Robert Nichol’s
residence. He was Quartermaster General of Militia for the War of 1812, so his
responsibility was to supply the troops with food, quarters, other necessities. And
he was a large thorn in the side of the Americans for a number of reasons.
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Fortunately Nichol was a very shrewd character and in the fall of 1813 he had
sent his young wife, who was maybe twenty at the time, to relatives in Montreal
for safety because he did not want her anywhere near Dover should there be an
attack and he knew the place was vulnerable. And one of the places that was
destroyed, was the house of Robert Nichol.

IAN BELL
Curator, Port Dover Harbour Museum
They let people leave the houses and gave them a pretty good idea of what was
going to happen. And it must have been a pretty scary moment for the
townspeople, when you had seven or eight hundred armed guys from across the
lake here with no good on their minds. And there had been some pretty nasty
things back and forth on both sides, so I don't think they had any reason to
expect any quarter would be given.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
An American Private, Alexander McMullan, describes the destruction:

ALEXANDER MCMULLAN (V.O.)
A scene of destruction and plunder now ensued, which beggars all description. A
party of sailors appointed to man the artillery killed the hogs in the streets, and
severed them in the middle - carried off the hind parts, while the head and
shoulders were left in the street. In a short time the houses, mills and barns were
all consumed, and a beautiful village, which the sun shone on in splendor that
morning, was before two o'clock a heap of smoking ruins.

BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Attacking civilian targets had taken place on both sides, but in general that
practice was ending, and Campbell had no reason to totally destroy Dover. So
the American command were quite upset with him and he did receive a letter of
reprimand, however before anything could be done he was killed in battle.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Campbell's raid has a demoralizing effect on the Ryerse family:

	
  

81	
  

AMELIA RYERSE (V.O.)
It would not be easy to describe my mother's feelings as she
looked at the desolation around her, and thought upon the
past and the present; but there was no longer a wish to
return to New York.

Activity:
Amelia Ryerse
PG 103

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
When it becomes clear that American commanders cannot control their troops,
cannot prevent them from plundering and burning – this alienates most of the
Canadian people. And so many people go into this War thinking of themselves
as Americans who happen to live in Canada, will leave the War thinking of
themselves as Canadians for the first time.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Campbell's raid was devastating to the people of Norfolk, but for many living in
Upper Canada's Western Frontier - the worst was yet to come.

CHAPTER 3: A DESERT BETWEEN US & THEM
DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
Lewis Cass and Duncan McArthur go into the Detroit Valley and they are initially
leading the occupation of the Western District. And they persuade themselves
that they are liberators - that they are come to treat the civilian population well.
And then they start to believe that some of these people are spies, and some of
these people are holding back on food supplies, and some of these people are
secretly hoping for a British counterattack. So once you start to persuade yourself
that these people really can’t be trusted and are really your enemies, then you
start to come up with proposals for punishing them.
NARRATOR (V.O.)
In September of 1814, Michigan Governor Lewis Cass writes to the United States
Secretary of War:
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LEWIS CASS (V.O.)
With the command of the lakes, and a desert between us and them, a small force
would be competent, to the protection of this quarter...

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
Cass is talking about creating a desert on the British side of the Detroit River, of
destroying all of the settlements and rendering homeless all of those people in
the Western District of Upper Canada.

LEWIS CASS (V.O.)
It appears to be a harsh and rigorous step, but it is certainly no time for weak,
timid, and irresolute measures.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
You’ve got a province that’s now been devastated by war, it’s
not producing as much food, there is shortages everywhere.
Activity:
And if you want to punish the other side you make it even
Blitzkreig
more difficult for them to get food. And Duncan MacArthur
PG 103
figures it out. He takes 700 plus mounted soldiers, on horses.
Horses eat 25 pounds a day, so it’s a punishment for the
opposition that way. And then on top of that he’s going to go
through and burn everything in sight, it’s sort of a preliminary
blitzkrieg in a way.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
You can't keep an army in the field if you can't feed its soldiers. By destroying all
of the mills as far as the Grand River Valley McArthur is out to make it impossible
for any winter expedition by the British to advance westward in order to retake
Amherstburg and Detroit. This is trying to create, in effect, a food desert.
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DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
Duncan McArthur gets a kind of brain wave. Maybe if we’re lucky we’ll be able to
penetrate as far as Burlington Heights, maybe we can attack them from the west
and the south and troops coming up the Niagara Peninsula can hit them from the
other direction. If we can capture Burlington Heights, then we can capture York,
then we can capture all of Upper Canada and the War will be ours!

CHAPTER 4: MCARTHUR’S RAID
NARRATOR (V.O.)
On October 22nd, McArthur sets out from Detroit. To avoid detection and to
confuse British spies, he sends a decoy flotilla of boats up the St. Clair River,
before taking his mounted militia around Lake St. Clair, avoiding the much more
populated Thames River.
On October 30th, they camp in the burnt out ruins of Fairfield. For many of the
Kentuckians now under McArthur's command, this is likely not their first visit to
Moraviantown.

JOHN M. TROWBRIDGE
Command Historian, the Kentucky National Guard
Peter Dudley was the overall commander of the Kentucky troops. History refers
to this as ‘McArthur's Raid,’ in Kentucky it is referred to in some circles as
‘Dudley's Raid’ because out of the 700 personnel that comprised his command,
500 of which were Kentuckians.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The Kentuckians are a force greatly feared by the British:

SARGENT JAMES COMMINS (V.O.)
These Kentucky men are wretches suborned by the Government and capable of
the greatest villainies. The Americans not being able to flatter their own Indians
over to Canada induced them to make a fool of the Kentucky men, being the
most barbarous, illiterate beings in America.
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JOHN M. TROWBRIDGE
Command Historian, the Kentucky National Guard
There is some truth to that statement. A lot of these Kentuckians were eking out
a living in the wilderness, trying to build homes and so forth, most of them weren’t
living any better than a lot of the Native Americans were.

CHAPTER 5: MCARTHUR VISITS OXFORD
NARRATOR (V.O.)
On November 4th, McArthur's men arrive at Oxford. General McArthur:

MCARTHUR (V.O.)
We were enabled to arrive at the town of Oxford, one hundred and fifty miles
distant from Detroit, before the inhabitants knew that a force was approaching.
They were promised protection to their persons and property, upon condition that
they remained peaceably at their respective houses; otherwise, they were
assured that their property should be destroyed. Notwithstanding this injunction,
two of the inhabitants escaped to Burford with the intelligence of our arrival. Their
property, consisting of two dwelling houses, two barns and one shop, were
instantly consumed.

JON BOWMAN
Chair, Ingersoll Cheese and Agricultural Museum
George Nichols was one of my ancestors. When his property was burned he had
to hide out in the woods for about two weeks, while they were looking for him,
because if they had found him he would have been hung.

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
They did something that I wouldn’t have done. If someone came and was going
to burn my property if I told the authorities that they were here, I think I would just
quietly forget that they were here, but they didn't.

JON BOWMAN
Chair, Ingersoll Cheese and Agricultural Museum
When George Nichols moved here in 1805, he planted three black walnut trees.
And of course when the cabin was burned by McArthur, two of those trees were
killed. The third one still stands, over 200 years old.
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CHAPTER 6: GRAND RIVER SKIRMISH
NARRATOR (V.O.)
On November 5th, McArthur arrives at Burford, and stops to plan his advance:

McARTHUR (V.O.)
A few hours before our arrival, the enemy retreated from Burford to Malcolm’s
Mills. It is my intention to cross the Grand River as soon as possible, without
regarding the militia collected at Malcolm’s Mills, and attack Burlington.
To my great mortification, on our arrival at the River, we found it high and rapid
from the late excessive rains. No means were presented of even passing the
river on rafts, and had it been effected, upon our return, the militia, contemptible
as they were, might have been encouraged to attack when a rapid river divided
us. Major Muir, with about fifty Indians and fifty militia was preparing to contest
the passage. These considerations presented serious objections to any attempts
to pass the river.

RICHARD HILL
Chair, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
It is a very important moment when they could not cross the river, and couldn’t
take the Mohawk Village and possibly even burn down the Mohawk Chapel. So I
would say that the victory that was enjoyed at that day really helped to save our
community, to think, ‘Well, maybe we can survive this War intact.’ I would
speculate, as some historians have done, that our people were kind of on the
edge - they could’ve gone with the Americans. And I think that was the fear. Ok,
when all of a sudden a big army shows up with mounted horsemen, what do you
do? Do you fight them? Or do you say, ‘Hello brother, they’re over there let's go
get them.’ So by not doing that, it reaffirms this old alliance. And I think that’s
what helped to create a bit of a persona for Grand River, that we were going to
be allied to the Crown come high water or a whole troop of American soldiers.

CHAPTER 7: THE MOUNT PLEASANT BEES
NARRATOR (V.O.)
After turning back from the Grand River, McArthur heads south, using the same
route that General Brock took two years before. The raiders stop in Mount
Pleasant, burning a mill and several houses before being thwarted by some of
the town's smallest residents:
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NEWSPAPER (V.O.)
The ascending smoke of the consuming property did not tend to a feeling of
amity, and when a number of troops undertook to raid a number of skeps of bees
at Mr. Secord's father's farm, it afforded the family unbridled delight to see the
indignant honey-gatherers scatter and defeat their would-be robbers.

CHAPTER 8: BATTLE OF MALCOLM’S MILLS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
After being beaten back by the Mount Pleasant bees, McArthur sets his sights on
the militia that he knows are gathered to oppose him at Malcolm's Mills.
DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
One of the tests of loyalty in the War of 1812 is, you know, what did you do in the
late War? It doesn't matter whether you came from New Jersey or Pennsylvania,
it doesn't matter whether you came a long time ago or recently - did you fight the
Americans invaders. And some of the folks who follow the Militia officers are
recent American arrivals. They just don't want to be disturbed. They really take
umbrage at some of McArthur's followers' pretty rough tactics.
McARTHUR (V.O.)
We found the enemy consisting of four or five hundred militia and a few Indians,
fortified on commanding ground, beyond a creek deep and difficult of passage.
Arrangements were made for a joint attack on front and rear.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
What happens next is described years later by the son of one of the Canadian
militiamen:

SON OF AN OLD VETERAN (V.O.)
The first thing the militia knew, they were coming right up behind them, in the
woods, on the same ground they intended to occupy themselves - if they should
happen to get worsted. So you see there were 500 Yankees closing up on one
side, and a long, broad, steep mill-pond on the other side. What were they to
do? Fight or run through the pond? Why, Sir, they chose the latter; and through
it they went; and not a few of them left their muskets in the pond.
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CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
The Battle of Malcolm's Mills was often referred to as a foot race, because the
Norfolks left the field so fast; they were overwhelmed and outnumbered. But not
all of the Norfolks left, one of those who didn’t leave was a fellow named Swain
Corliss. There are different versions about why Swain did what he did that day,
but basically he kept firing at the Americans and even though the rest of the
Norfolks left - he kept firing. He was backed up against a tree, and wounded, and
he sort of slumped down leaning against the tree and kept firing. And some
people think he probably had so much liquor in him he had no sense and just
wouldn't stop firing.

BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
Swain suffered seven to eight wounds, and we’re talking wounds caused by a
musket ball that is 3/4 of an inch in diameter - major wounds.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
But he kept firing until he was surrounded by Americans and they were so
impressed with his courage, no matter how that courage was inspired, that rather
than leave him on the battleground, they took him to a nearby house.

BOB BLAKELEY
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
And somehow that man survived his wounds.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Not everyone at the Battle of Malcolm's Mills is as lucky as Swain Corliss.

CAPTAIN CHAMBERS (V.O.)
Sergeant Collins of the 41st regiment and Private Barton of the militia were killed
and mutilated in the most horrible manor. Barton was actually butchered. Both
scalped and cut shockingly.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The battle at Malcolm's Mills would prove to be the last battle of the War fought
on Canadian soil.
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CHAPTER 9: SOVEREIGN’S MILL
NARRATOR (V.O.)
McArthur, now fully resolved that he will not be able to attack Burlington, turns his
attention to the regions remaining mills.

STUART ROSS
Historian - Waterford, Ontario
Now it’s important to realize that the gristmills did not just feed
the populous in the local community, they fed also the British
Militia and the British regulars. So they were definitely part of
the war effort. And in that sense, McArthur was within his
rights to try and put an end to these mills because they were
part of the infrastructure that was supporting the war effort on
the part of the British.

Activity:
Gristmills
PG 103

There was one at Malcolm's Mills north of Waterford, which he attacked and
burned the day before he arrived at Waterford. So now we have Morris Sovereign
at his mill in Waterford, and down the road he sees coming a column of American
Calvary, the raiding party. He knows that his mill is next.
And so McArthur without a second thought about its impact on the town, set fire
to it and departed. And following his departure, Morris seeing his life’s work going
up in smoke, decided that this was inappropriate and that he would have to deal
with this fire. Of course McArthur and his men were some distance down the road
by this time, and when they looked back and saw that the mill was not ablaze –
were a little bit disturbed, and went back to see what was the matter. And it turns
out that the problem was that Morris had put the fire out, much to the chagrin of
the Americans. So the Americans promptly re-fired the mill and departed, once
again on their way. And once again they noticed the absence of smoke and so
they returned and this time admonished Morris in no uncertain terms that he
should let the mill burn… Morris wisely took their advice because this was on
penalty of death. But he didn't take it for very long. He decided once again that he
would put the mill fire out.
The Americans returned and without a blink General Duncan McArthur had a
rope thrown over an oak tree and proceeded to put a noose around Morris' neck.
Morris was in dire straits, obviously, but he was a Mason. And he decided that as
a final desperate move he would display the sign, the Mason's sign for extreme
distress. And only Mason's recognize this sign. What he didn’t know was that
Duncan McArthur, the American General, was also a Mason. Well now this put
Duncan in a very, very difficult position. He decided that he would spare the life of
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Morris Sovereign provided that Morris swore as a Mason that he would allow the
mill to burn, which he did.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The battle at Malcolm's Mills would prove to be the last battle of the War fought
on Canadian soil. McArthur, now fully resolved that he will not be able to attack
Burlington, turns his attention to the regions remaining mills.
That night, McArthur's forces camp around William Culver's Tavern - the same
place Brock had recruited Militia for his attack on Detroit more than two years
before. After what was likely a raucous night of carousing and drinking, the
Kentuckians steal Mrs. Cullver's favourite horse.

CHAPTER 10: LONG POINT PRISONERS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Not all of the mills on McArthur's path are burnt - at least two are sparred the
torch. Rumour has it that they couldn't find the Tisdale Mill. The other mill that
escapes destruction is the Backhouse Mill, near Long Point. Today, it is Ontario's
oldest surviving gristmill.

WANDA BACKUS-KELLY
Backus Family Descendant
We practically had a neon sign at the bay pointing the way to the mill. There was
a dock that would’ve had flour on it, possibly the odd barrel or two. Any raiding
party on Long Point Bay only had to tie up to the dock, get off, walk the road and
be dumped essentially at the front door of the mill.
CHERYL MACDONALD
Author - Norfolk, Haldimand and the War of 1812
One of the legends is that somebody set a fire. As a result of that fire being there
the Americans thought, ‘Oh, somebody’s got there already. We don't need to go
that far, and there's not a problem. So, we’ll just go on our merry way.' However
there is a contemporary document, there is a letter written by Thomas Talbot.

THOMAS TALBOT (V.O.)
The enemy left Culver's yesterday morning about nine o'clock. They have
sparred Tisdale's and Backhouse's mills through the entreaties of the American
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Marshall Long, who had remained at Long Point to deliver over the British
prisoners.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The 600 prisoners that Marshall Long is transporting are members of Procter's
41st Regiment who were captured a year earlier at the Battle of the Thames.

SANDY ANTAL
Author - A Wampum Denied: Procter's War of 1812
They were taken to Kentucky to endure a harsh imprisonment and a year less a
day later they were released at Long Point. They stumbled ashore at Long Point
in a condition that was emaciated, ragged and diseased.

WANDA BACKUS-KELLY
Backus Family Descendant
Because the prisoners are in very poor shape, this American, Marshall Long,
entreats the raiding party's leaders to leave mills in the area untouched, in the
hope that the prisoners could have some chance for fair recovery.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
On November 8th, McArthur, satisfied that he has accomplished his mission,
begins the nine-day journey back to Detroit. The impact of his raid is summed up
by one of the recently released prisoners:

CAPTAIN CHAMBERS (V.O.)
At present not a single barrel of flour is to be purchased in the district. The
enemy have plundered the inhabitants most disgracefully and stole every horse
they could find.

JOHN M. TROWBRIDGE
Command Historian, the Kentucky National Guard
The Kentuckians, they were just doing their job, their mission. I think a lot of it
was just trying to end the War. I mean, Kentuckians had gone through all these
massacres and so forth that had transpired. And I think they were getting to that
point, they were just tired of war, you know? They wanted to end it any way they
could.
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
McArthur succeeded in his goal of ensuring that the British did not have the
necessary resources to re-take Western Upper Canada and attack Detroit in the
coming year.

CHAPTER 11: NOT WORTH DEFENDING
NARRATOR (V.O.)
But despite his success, as winter descends upon Detroit, McArthur becomes
increasingly agitated with the local population.

McARTHUR (V.O.)
For my observation, the territory appears to be not worth defending, and merely a
den for Indians and Traitors.

DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
So at the very end of 1814, Duncan McArthur in all
seriousness, proposes to his government, that we ought to
Activity:
destroy all the American settlements on our side of the
Cultural
Detroit River because they aren’t real Americans. They are
Difference
a mixture of French and Indians, and they cannot be
PG 104
trusted, and it will save us a whole lot of trouble if we just
evacuate Detroit and destroy all those settlements. Well the
government was still considering this as a possibility when
peace comes. So it is possible that it is the arrival of peace news that saves all of
the settlements on both sides of the Detroit River, because McArthur was also
going to destroy all the settlements in and around Amherstburg and Sandwich.
Now Cass and McArthur are reasonably decent human beings who are trying to
do the best they can. But they have put themselves into a position where this
psychology of war has taken over, and it could have had quite terrible and tragic
consequences for thousands of people if peace had not come along.

	
  

92	
  

CHAPTER 12: PEACE
NARRATOR (V.O.)
Peace comes with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent on
Christmas Eve, 1814. The Treaty re-establishes the border
to almost exactly where it was before the War. Upper
Canada's Western Frontier is returned to the British, but
there will be no territory set aside for Britain's First Nations
allies.

Activity:
Treaty of Ghent
& Winners
Debate
PG 104

The British move quickly to re-establish a military presence, constructing a naval
depot at the mouth of the Grand River, establishing an outpost at Turkey Point,
and rebuilding the Fort at Amherstburg.

ROBERT HONOR
Historian - Amherstburg, Ontario
They were refortifying the border posts to basically state that this is British
territory. Perhaps to show the Americans that it was British, but also perhaps to
show the residents that they were British too.

DAN LONCKE
Historian - Windsor, Ontario
It was an international border, prior to the War of 1812. But in
fact, it was in many ways an artificial border. And certainly
after the War, the border was a totally different place. The
people had totally different views about each other after the
War.

Activity:
Border Conflicts
& Knowing Your
Neighbours
PG 105

NARRATOR (V.O.)
For many of those living on Upper Canada's Western Frontier, peace brings little
comfort. On the same day the treaty is signed in Ghent, Brother Denke describes
the conditions of the refugee camps at the head of Lake Ontario.

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
December 24th, 1814. As the county hereabouts is almost exhausted, and every
article of food extravagantly dear, as likewise the rations from the government
stores, on a daily diminishing scale. I rather expect that our people will scatter
towards the Grand River in order to find sustenance for themselves and their
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families. But as the situation there is rather dangerous, the old, infirm and
children will stay with us. For we consider this place a safe asylum.

DARRYL STONEFISH
Historian, Delaware Nation at Moraviantown
The army's giving them rations, which isn't enough to feed them, so they have to
go out into the woods, and hunt bears, and go fishing and have makeshift camps
in the bush. And because of that about eight of our people died in the bush there
someplace and we've never been able to find the gravesites. Nobody has as far
as I know.

CHAPTER 13: STONEY CREEK MURDERS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
It has been more than a year since the mass exodus to Burlington Heights
following the Battle of the Thames, and thousands of Britain's Native allies are
competing with British soldiers and settlers for increasingly scarce resources.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
There’s immense pressure on the British commissariat to provide food here. And
there simply isn’t that much food around anymore. It’s winter and people around
here are in dire straits. Some of the Natives may not be getting fed; and some of
them just resort to taking what they are used to because they have a family to
feed. The residents here are none too keen about that.
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
Jacob Rymal and John Ryckman, these are names that resonate in Hamilton
because of course there are roads named after these folks. These were
prominent citizens, who were key to organizing what appears to be these posses
or vigilance committees. Three First Nations warriors were caught taking
livestock, pigs - and they were killed.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
When Captain John Norton, a Six Nations military leader, hears of McArthur’s
advance towards the Grand River in November of 1814, he writes in his journal

	
  

94	
  

that he is “otherwise occupied.” He is working with a local Magistrate, Augustus
Jones, trying to solve the murder of three Delaware Warriors, who are massacred
while camping beside the farm of Mr. Green.

JOHN NORTON (V.O.)
I heard that a wounded Indian was at Stoney Creek, who reported that some of
his companions had been killed. I rode to the place to make inquiry in the
company of Mr. Jones.
The sun was down. The young men had killed a few squirrels, which they boiled
for their supper. After dark, a man came to them from the house, and asked if
there were only four of them - they answered in the affirmative. Soon after his
departure, they lay down to sleep.
He then awoke from the noise of the fire, or sensation of the wound he had
received. He found two of his comrades lying dead, and a bayonet thrust into his
body - struggling with his opponent and assisted by the comrade who was yet
unhurt, they disengaged themselves and ran - the assassins fired again - he saw
his comrade fall, and from weakness he also fell - and finding he was pursued,
he lay still.
I asked him if he thought it was the enemy. He replied, he felt assured they were
the country people of the neighbourhood, and that there might have been ten of
them.
We made every search for the bodies. One body was discovered about a half a
mile from the camp, it had been throw into a hole in the swamp, and soon after
the other two were found laid among trees of fallen timber. Each body had
several wounds of ball, buckshot, bayonet and axe - the manner in which the
poor lads had been managed, gave striking proofs of the barbarity of the
insidious perpetrators of the murderous deed.
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
When Jones went to investigate he asked questions, did a tour around. I’m sure it
was quite a polite series of visits, until he got down to the brass tacks, and asking
questions about if anyone knew what had actually happened when those First
Nations warriors had been shot.
There’s no indication just exactly what the answers were to these questions, but
there was a pretty stiff answer when he returned to his home and found one of
his barns on fire.
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NARRATOR (V.O.)
Although a reward is offered, it is unclear if anyone is ever brought to justice for
the Stoney Creek murders of 1814.

CHAPTER 14: WAR CLAIMS
NARRATOR (V.O.)
In the years immediately following the War, Upper Canada's Western Frontier is
an inhospitable place to live. Tilly Buttrick records his impressions during a visit in
1816:

TILLY BUTTRICK (V.O.)
I was most sensibly struck with the devastation, which had been made by the late
War. Formerly in high cultivation, now laid waste; houses entirely evacuated and
forsaken; provisions of all kinds very scarce; and where once peace and plenty
abounded, poverty and destruction now stalked over the land.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The clearest picture of the physical impact of the War can be found in the War
Losses Claims. More than one thousand claims are filed throughout Upper
Canada's Western Frontier.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
90% of the damage that was done in this province by combatants happened in
the Niagara region and from Hamilton west to Windsor. That area was smashed.
Very little of it from Toronto eastward, there’s hardly anything damaged there. It
was a good War for Upper Eastern Canadians for the most part.
York was invaded in April 1813, and there was some government stores stolen,
the parliament buildings were burnt - but there were only about 40 incidents of
plundering altogether by American troops. So, most people in York didn’t lose
anything by the War. As a matter of fact, if you are a merchant, a Colonial Official
you could do pretty well by the War.
For the Western and London Districts the War is a disaster. And the reason
being, it’s probably the most sparsely populated. At the end of the War, it’s nearly
depopulated. And the population doesn’t recover for years.

	
  

96	
  

GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
My initial feeling was that the settlers had a horrible hatred for Americans as a
result of this. But I’ve come to the conclusion they didn't. They basically got it
from everybody. Everyone treated them equally.
MICHAEL McALLISTER
Curatorial Assistant, Hamilton & Scourge National Historic Site
50% of the War Losses that occurred in Upper Canada, and in particular around
the head of the lake, were perpetrated by First Nations allies, or the British
regulars. 50% of bad behaviour could be put upon the so-called defenders of
Upper Canada.

DR. GEORGE SHEPPARD
Author - Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in
Upper Canada
At the end of the War you’ve got maybe a quarter of the population is asking to
get paid back, and they assumed they were going to be paid back fairly soon.
That doesn't happen for a variety of reasons. So, it’s not until 1837 that payments
are finally made. By that time lots of people are dead – it’s too late. Like Robert
Nichol from Dover lost everything and he served constantly for three years. He
was pretty much at every battle that ever happened. At the end of the War, he’s
bankrupt. He died in 1824. And that was the case for a lot of people.
Interestingly, if you were a traitor you probably did better. If you read about any
of those guys, like Westbrook, they get land given to them, they often end up as
a judge, or a sheriff, or something - they all do pretty well after the War because
the Americans rewarded their people, and that didn’t happen here in Upper
Canada.

CHAPTER 15: AN UNMITIGATED HORROR
GLENN STOTT
Author - Greater Evils: The War of 1812 in Southwestern Ontario
The War of 1812 isn’t the war to end all wars. But what it does show is that war is
- even in our idea of Laura Secord or Isaac Brock leading the charge up
Queenston Heights - it looks noble. But the real picture of it is, it’s just an
absolutely unmitigated horror to be involved in battle, to be in a war zone. From
the standpoint of being a soldier, from the standpoint of being a Native, from the
standpoint of being a militiaman, or to be a farmer, or to be a housewife, or a
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child - the experience would be unforgettable and not something that they would
want to ever repeat.

ROBERT HONOR
Historian - Amherstburg, Ontario
When Hull crossed the river and issued his proclamation that the glorious troops
of the United States are now here, and you are going to be free members of this
glorious Republic, and it was like, all of a sudden we have to make a choice. And
we have these loyalists, who are Americans, who had just moved North – so
were they going to choose to be part of the Americans, or are they going to
choose to be something else? You have the French population who had been
defeated by the British, were they going to choose to be part of the British, or are
they going to choose to be something else? It seems to me that the outcome of
the War of 1812, was that the people who lived here in Canada chose to be
something else. They really didn’t know what they were going to be, but the
‘something else’ eventually became Canada.

DR. DOUGLAS LEIGHTON
Associate Professor of History, University of Western Ontario
For southwestern Ontarians this is not about Napoleon, it’s not about maritime
rights, it’s not even about Indian Conspiracies on the frontier - it’s about
protecting our land. The Americans invaded us, they’re gone, we’re still here,
we’re still part of the British Empire, we’re still a part of Upper Canada - they
failed, we won. People have a sense of accomplishment. They’ve also got a
sense that the ongoing sort of civil war, of which the War of 1812 is part two in
the American British thing, is now over. The Americans are going to get on with
internal development. Now we can get on with farming and developing, and we
don't have to worry about this anymore. We’re done.

WANDA BACKUS-KELLY
Backus Family Descendant
It's very, very strange that Backhouse Mill escaped destruction. Once Dover Mills
was burned, that town was eradicated and didn't see settlement there again until
well into the middle of the 1800s. But the Long Point Settlement was able to
maintain itself and move forward. ‘At least the mill is still here and if I can scrape
together some grain, we can have flour through the winter. We can make it.’ With
this tiny foothold here, we were then able to further support the establishment of
the province.
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CHAPTER 16: NATION TO NATION
NARRATOR (V.O.)
For the Anishinabek and the Six Nations people living on Upper Canada's
Western Frontier, the impact of the War goes beyond the physical damages
recorded in the War Losses Claims.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
The War of 1812 was the last war where many of our ancestors were really
important players in that War. And the cause was also very important because
we were fighting to maintain our way of life.

RICHARD HILL
Chair, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
William Claus called the people together at Burlington Heights in 1815 to
announce the end of the War. The Six Nations were there, warriors and the
Chiefs from Buffalo Creek were there, the Wyandots, Potawatomis, other Native
allies were there, and American representatives were there - so it really was a
huge peace gathering. So we made peace and started the healing and
reconciliation right there. They ceremonially put all of the weapons of war in the
ground, replanted the pine tree - the tree of peace that’s a very ancient symbol of
our people. And peace was restored and it’s been an everlasting peace. And
then Claus gave us a couple of Wampum Belts to record this and he asked us to
take these Wampum Belts to all of the other Native Nations that were
participating and share the same news with them.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
After the War of 1812, the U.S. under Andrew Jackson, who rose to fame
because of the War of 1812, would embark on a removal policy where Native
peoples would either be pushed west across the Mississippi river, or in some
cases be put on reservations. But, in general Native peoples that refused to
move west settled in Reserves in Canada. And Walpole Island was one of
community that attracted quite a few Potawatomi peoples, the Chippewa and
Odawa and many of them were veterans from the War of 1812.
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DR. ALAN TAYLOR
Author - The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish
Rebels, & Indian Allies
There was a tendency fairly quickly in Upper Canada, for people to forget what
Indian warriors had done to defend the colony - to play up instead the role of the
Militia in defending the colony. And to desire as quickly possible to restrict native
peoples to reserves, and when possible to demilitarize them.

KEITH JAMIESON
Director, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
Where before 1812 you have us in a position where we are this big buffer zone
and the first line of defense against American invasion. Now we’re in the way.

RICHARD HILL
Chair, Six Nations Legacy Consortium
The ironic part of this story is the very allies that we defended turn around and
take the land that we fought so hard for. So, by the time 1840 comes around,
we’re almost totally dispossessed. And ironically, one of the community leaders
who signed that relinquishment of land is none other than John Smoke Johnson
– the most famous warrior from the War of 1812, who the British put in as the
Speaker for the Six Nations. So, politically it’s like a big monopoly game going on,
with the Indian Affairs orchestrating the banking and the real estate, and the
people. That's the tragedy of the War.

JAMES JENKINS
Research Archivist, Walpole Island Heritage Centre
A goal might be to try to re-achieve that relationship that existed in the War of
1812, where we were able to see each other as friends and establish a nation-tonation relationship. So that collaboration in the War of 1812, despite its various
faults and mishaps, I think can still be seen as a model in Canada today.

SYLVIA WEAVER
Descendant of Aaron Stevens
There are some historical facts that Canada does not want to discuss or perhaps,
just ignore. And I think the Bloody Assize is one of these. And I think it’s very
important that we get these facts out. This is part of our Canadian History.

CHAPTER 17: STORIES OF OUR OWN
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IAN BELL
Curator, Port Dover Harbour Museum
Those raids gave us a folklore, which can sometimes be even more important
than whatever the real political or economic outcomes of all this stuff was. It gave
us stories, good stories, that are our own - that we didn't see on the Disney
channel and that we didn't see in movies from Hollywood. And regardless of the
fine details of it all, it gives you a sense of pride, and it gives you a sense of
place.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
Most of Upper Canada's Western Frontier does, over time, recover from the
devastating effects of the War of 1812.
One of the first groups to start rebuilding are the Moravian Delaware from
Fairfield, who return to the site of their burnt-out village in May of 1815. They
immediately begin to rebuild on the opposite side of the Thames River, at a site
that would eventually become known as New Fairfield.
The Kentuckians had destroyed just about everything, but shortly after their
return, Brother Denke ends his journal entry with the following remarks:

BROTHER DENKE (V.O.)
Today, as the Indians grubbed the burnt fruit trees from Fairfield, they found in a
field, behind the place where the resentful Kentuckians had not seen it, one apple
tree.

NARRATOR (V.O.)
The stress of the previous years will soon take its toll on Brother Denke. Denke
turns to drinking, and is replaced at New Fairfield in 1818. But the Delaware
community thrives, quickly becoming a prosperous farming village.
And while the ‘resentful Kentuckians’ did inflict a tremendous
amount of damage upon what would eventually become
known as Southwestern Ontario, they also suffered more
casualties than any other group in the War. Today many of
their fallen soldiers still lie in unmarked graves, beside the
British soldiers, Upper Canadian militia, convicted traitors
and First Nations allies who also lost their lives, in the War of
1812 on Upper Canada's Western Frontier.
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Image of Cass: Lewis Cass (1782 - 1866). Cass remains as the Territorial
Governor of Michigan until 1831. He eventually becomes Secretary of State.
Image of Talbot: Thomas Talbot (1771-1853). Talbot settles about 20,000
people on 650,000 acres of land in Southwestern Ontario. He heightens security
following an incident where a disgruntled settler sits on him.
Image of Westbrook: Andrew Westbrook (1771-1835). Westbrook is declared an
Outlaw in 1816. His 4,000 acres of land in Canada appropriated and sold by
Thomas Talbot to Captain Daniel Springer. Cass appoints him Michigan's first
supervisor of highways in 1817.
Image of Procter: Henry Procter (1763-1822). Procter is court marshaled for
abandoning Amherstburg. He is relieved of his military service, and publicly
humiliated.
Image of McArthur: Duncan McArthur (1772 - 1839). McArthur becomes the 11th
Governor of Ohio. While walking one day down the street, a piece of a building
falls on him. He never fully recovers.
CREDITS ROLL
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ACTIVITIES FOR PART 3

	
  
	
  
Amelia Ryerse
Context: Page 82, Chapter 2: The Burning of Dover Mills
Amelia Ryerse would’ve been in Grade 7 when the War of 1812 began, and in
Grade 9 by the time it was completed.
a) Write a short story imagining your family substituted for Amelia’s two
hundred years ago. How would you react to Americans approaching to
burn down your home? How would the rest of your family feel?
b) Alternative Universe: Imagine the War of 1812 never happened, but that
the Americans are invading today! Write a short story about this modern
invasion. Do you think the outcome would be different? What would the
effect be on your family? How would you make the decision about which
side to support – the Canadians or the Americans?

Raids – Blitzkrieg
Context: Page 83, Chapter 3: A Desert Between Us and Them
Research Blitzkrieg warfare and create a chart comparing McArthur’s Raid with
Blitzkrieg. What elements are the same? What is different?

Gristmills
Context: Page 89, Chapter 9: Sovereign’s Mill
a) Research a local mill in your area. Create a 8.5x11 poster on your mill
with a drawing and accompanying information. Mills can be posted on a
local map.
b) Draw a diagram about how a mill works. To take this activity one step
further, create your own model mill!
c) Make bread: Divide students into groups. Each group will research an
historic bread recipe. Together, groups will bake a loaf or two of their
bread. Drinks, cheese, butter, and jam can be brought in for a bread
tasting, as each group tries the various breads. If your class can’t make
the bread, have them bring in their favourite kind of bread to share.
d) Discussion: With the class, discuss how difficult it is to create just one loaf
of bread. What do you think it would’ve been like to create the bread
without modern tools or ovens? What do you think it would’ve been like to
try and feed a family of four? Eight? Thirteen? Or a whole army?
e) Many historic sites and pioneer villages have mills. The Backhouse Mill is
still in operation today and the Backus Heritage Conservation area offers
educational programming for schools.
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Cultural Difference
Context: Page 92, Chapter 11: Not Worth Defending
a) Stories of conflict between different cultural groups abound in literature
and film (i.e. Romeo and Juliet, Dances with Wolves, Whale Rider). Select
a classic novel or film that deals with this subject matter and compare it to
the relationships of the Americans, French, British, and Native groups in
Upper Canada and the Detroit Valley during the War of 1812 in a report.
b) Select a story based on cultural difference, then select a character from
the story. Write a short story from this character’s point of view regarding
the conflicts of the story, the greater social problem from which the
conflicts have evolved, and possible solutions for the situation.
c) Produce a PSA about tolerance that would be relevant to students at your
school.
d) Create a classroom calendar that has all of the various special days that
are celebrated by the different cultures in your school. If your class uses
Twitter, send each other “happy messages” on each of the special days.
e) Imagine that an exchange student has come to live with you. How would
you describe your culture to them? How would you introduce the exchange
student to your friends so that they would be accepted? Create a skit
based on this scenario. The exchange student could be from anywhere –
i.e. ET from outer space.

Treaty of Ghent & Peace Pledge
Context: Page 93, Chapter 12: Peace
Discussion: Discuss with students what “Peace” means to them, and how they
can go about living peacefully with one another and within the school community.
Using the students’ ideas, create a “Peace Pledge” for the class to sign, and post
it in the hallway to encourage other students and teachers to sign.
Compare this activity with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent. If your 1812 studies
coincide with the holiday season, include the Treaty signing, the Peace Pledge
activity, and the celebration of the end of the War of 1812 in your holiday
celebrations.
	
  
Winners Debate
Context: Page 93, Chapter 12: Peace
The War of 1812 ended in a stalemate. In 1829 a new border between the US
and Canada was negotiated, without the input of First Nations allies.
Divide the class into two groups – Americans and British/Upper Canadians.
Debate who won the War of 1812. Each group should have time to meet and
research points to back up their claims. After the debate is complete, discuss as
a class the consequences of the War for First Nations.
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Border Conflicts & Getting to Know Your Neighbours
Context: Page 93, Chapter 12: Peace
a) History has seen the outbreak of countless wars over border conflicts.
Have students research a border conflict of their choice. Has the conflict
been resolved? How did territorial ownership change? Were there
resource related reasons for the conflict? Present the material in a
PowerPoint to the class.
b) Pen pals: Communication goes a long way in helping to nurture
understanding between different cultures and communities. There are
plenty of online services that host pen pal e-mail communities. There are
also wikis where kids can interact online with students from all over the
world. Try and connect your students with an American class. Resource:
http://www.epals.com/
	
  
Peace Time & Commemorations
Context: Page 101, Chapter 17: Stories of Our Own
Canada and the US have the longest, undefended border in the world. Peace
between our nations has lasted for two centuries.
Discussion: What does this relationship mean for our country and the US?
a) September 21st is International Peace Day. Create a pinwheel with one
side decorated in your words and writings about what peace means to
you, living in harmony with others, and tolerance. The other should be
decorated in drawings or collage on peace. Display the pinwheels outside
your school. For more on this program, visit
http://www.pinwheelsforpeace.com.
b) Create a work of art that illustrates what peace means to you. Everyone
can put their artwork together to form a “peace collage”. You can also
share your art using Instagram, just take a photo of your art and upload it
for the class to see. Twitter is also a quick way to share photos.
c) Red geraniums are the 1812 Commemoration Flower. Plant a few on your
school grounds as part of your 1812 studies.
d) Include the War of 1812 in your Remembrance Day commemorations and
activities.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Heritage Minute
In groups, students will select a significant moment or event from the War of
1812. Each group will produce a “Heritage Minute” on their event. Students
without access to video cameras could produce a stop frame animation (with
digital still cameras) with real actors, puppets or dolls.

Period Art
Much of the art in A Desert Between Us & Them is from the 1812 period. In the
early 1800s, there weren’t any cameras or cell phones to record what went on
during the War – so witnesses would often draw or paint what they had seen.
Select a battle, event, or story from A Desert Between Us & Them and make your
own drawing or watercolour of a defining moment from that event. Post students’
work around the class and have an “art show” opening with drinks and snacks.
Each student can present their piece and discuss the story that it tells.

Documentary: Life on the Ground During the War
Produce a documentary about the effects of the war on the residents of Ontario.
You can “interview” various characters that were affected by the war, or maybe
you are touring the refugee camp in Burlington. Have your interviewees dress
appropriately in period costume.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

	
  

Canadian Government Site about the War of 1812:
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/1812/index.aspx
The Library of Congress gives an American perspective:
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/1812/
Library and Archives Canada lists many books for further reference:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/militaire/025002-2100-e.html
Great Writing Site: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
This link will take you to resources for all aspects of writing, from the process to
genre, style and citation: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/679/01/
The National Film Board of Canada has an excellent education program and
exclusive content and access to additional films with an education subscription.
http://www.nfb.ca/
The New York Times offers free access to numerous short documentaries:
http://www.nytimes.com/video/op-docs/
Connect all Schools: technology enabled International interaction:
http://www.connectallschools.org/exchange-guide-international-collaboration
Great platform for student collaboration: wikispaces.com
Best free web site platform out there: weebly.com
Google Art Project: discover artworks, world heritage sites, cultural figures and
more, share finds, compare two items side by side, save favourite pieces.
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project
Cool interactive media artworks from the National Film Board of Canada:
http://www.nfb.ca/interactive
Free technology for teachers and lists of free resources:
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/
ISTE (https://www.iste.org/) established and respected voice for technology in
education, plus many opportunities for professional development and connection
to learning communities
More and more teachers and students are using Twitter. Discover how you can
use it too: https://discover.twitter.com/
Good blogging sites: wordpress, tumblr, edublogs.com, google+
Voicethread.com: a secure way to upload and share video with your students
VIMEO.com is another good site for sharing video if you want to stay away from
Youtube. It has no ads and is education friendly. It is the best site for filmmakers
and design professionals.
There is the tried and true Google Drive where students can collaborate and
create together word style docs, spreadsheets, forms, PowerPoint presentations.
These can also be embedded on other sites. Multiple students can work on the
same document at the same time. (docs.google.com/)
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